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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

Message from the Board 
On behalf of the School Board I would like to report that Brendon Clark, Presiding Member, has resigned from the Board as he is about 
to deploy to the Middle East with the New Zealand Defence Force. As this deployment is seven months in duration it was not possible for 
Brendon to remain as the Presiding Member, nor as an active Board member. We would like to thank Brendon for his dedication and 
commitment to the Board and wish him all the best for his time away. Fleur Peacocke has been elected as the new Presiding Member 
and took over from Brendon on 14 June, 2021. Fleur was initially co-opted onto the Board in January 2020 and has worked closely with 
Brendon over the last 18 months. The process to replace the parent representative vacancy will be initiated shortly. 

Ahead of receiving your child's mid-year report, I would like to provide you with a comprehensive resource that will explain to you how 
progress is measured and achieved at Belmont Intermediate School. The mid-year report will show the progress your child has made 
and also identify your child’s goals for the second half of the year. The Caregiver Progress and Achievement Tool will explain the process 
behind how a curriculum level is awarded and highlight a small but significant change to our sub-levelling system as well as a 
breakdown of the report itself. As a partnership in your child's learning, it is important to us to equip you and your child with tools for 
understanding their progress and achievement in order to have open, honest and robust conversations at home. Please click here for 
the Caregiver Progress and Achievement Tool. If you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to contact our Deputy 
Principal and Director of Teaching and Learning, Lauren Tyler. 

Cycling and scootering to/from school 
It has been great to see so many of our students riding to school. However, the roads around our school are extremely busy and 
therefore it is important that our children take extra care when cycling and scootering to and from school. We have noticed that some 
students are not wearing high visibility vests and as such we would like to remind all parents and students that students must wear 
their helmet and high vis vest when riding or scootering to and from school. 

Car parking, drop-off and pick-up 
We have experienced a high number of parent and caregiver vehicles entering the school carparks to drop off and pick up children. Our 
school grounds and carparks are not designed for high levels of traffic and the congestion caused by such vehicles is putting our 
students at risk. The safety of our students is paramount and as such we ask for your cooperation with dropping off/ picking up students 
on Winscombe Street or other surrounding streets only - not in the school carparks. 

Our School Cross Country takes place on Wednesday, 30 June. This is a major event on our calendar and we encourage our parents to 
come along and support our students.  A detailed schedule of times is further in the newsletter. 

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Se4wXQcAyO4B6Bvka92LYa215rH7SFl-ZF6u4koTfeA/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Se4wXQcAyO4B6Bvka92LYa215rH7SFl-ZF6u4koTfeA/edit#slide=id.p
mailto:ltyler@belmontint.school.nz
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A reminder that there is a teacher only day scheduled for Friday, 25 June. Authority for such days is derived from the accord between 
the teacher unions and the Ministry of Education. The purpose is to address teacher workload. Thank you for your support and 
understanding. 

We had a very special ‘shout-out’ to one of our teachers this week from a prominent New Zealander - you can check out the video here. 

Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates at our formal assembly yesterday; Jules Jameson, Quinn Martin, 
Hunter Moore, Charlee Somerville, Sylvie Millham, Olivia Xie, Khaleefa Mohd Razali, Calliope Bower, Issac Richardson, Milla 
Rodrigues-Birch, Chloe Harper, Asha Edwards, Emilia Dallimore, Tamsin Willson and Plub Sangwanloi. 

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Wednesday, 23 June Boys Rugby Zone Day

Wednesday, 23 June PTA Meeting, 7pm in the Staffroom

Friday, 25 June Teacher Only Day, school closed for instruction

Monday, 28 June  School Board Meeting, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Monday, 28 June - Friday, 2 July Matariki Week

Wednesday, 30 June School Cross Country, 11:20am - 1:10pm, supporters welcome.  
The PTA are selling ice cream in cones on the day. They must be pre-ordered via the Online Shop (no cash 
on the day can be taken). Last day for ordering is 5pm Friday, 25 June. $2.00 per cone. Gluten free and dairy 
free options are also available.

Wednesday, 30 June Transition Feedback Sessions in the BIS Staffroom (more information further in the newsletter) 
Morning Session 9:30am - 10:30am  
Evening Session 6pm - 7pm

Thursday, 1 July Water Polo Zone Day

Friday, 2 July School Cross Country (Save Day), 11:20am - 1:10pm

Friday, 2 July Biennial Peninsula Instrumental Event at Hauraki Primary 9:30am - 12 noon

Monday, 5 July - Friday, 9 July Sports Camp, Matamata

Thursday, 8 July Year 7 Boostrix

Wednesday, 7 July GATE (Gifted and Talented) Morning Tea, 9:15am - 10:15am in the BIS Staffroom

Friday, 9 July Term 2 Ends, Mid-Year Reports Issued

Monday, 26 July Term 3 Begins

Wednesday, 28 July Netball Zone Day

Thursday, 29 July New Parent Information Evening, 7pm in the School Hall

Tuesday, 10 August Open Day Tours, 9:30am from the School Hall

Wednesday, 11 August Open Day Tours, 11:30am from the School Hall

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill  
Principal 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oba6feCLUuNlnvyS_M19LlGm8moW-LRo/view?usp=sharing
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oba6feCLUuNlnvyS_M19LlGm8moW-LRo/view?usp=sharing
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Tom Johnson 

Darcy Hoskin
For his effort during his trio group this week. Amazing work Tom keep it up! 
For his effort during his trio group this week you took the job of pen seriously and made your group proud. Keep 
it up Darcy!

Room 2 Cameron James 
Max Cameron

For challenging yourself in math sessions the last couple of weeks. Keep up the great attitude and work, Cam!  
For being a self-directed student who takes control of their learning and who’s not afraid to ask questions when 
unsure. Keep it up, Max! I’m proud of you! 

Room 3 Lan Anh Do 

Poppy Slater-Brown

For consistently working hard across all curriculum areas and putting in 100% into everything she does. I am so 
proud of you, Lan Anh!  
For always striving to achieve personal excellence. You have had an amazing start to BIS, Poppy. Keep up the 
great work. 

Room 4 Gleb Druzhinin 

Molly Prinsep 

For always trying his hardest, showing courage during workshops, and being respectful to his peers. Keep up 
the excellent effort Gleb. 
For collaborating in groups, thinking critically, and taking risks in maths. You are a great role model, Molly. Keep 
up the super effort.

Room 5 Maihi Swan-Ingham 

Lexi Choi 

For showing incredible determination to achieve his personal best in his maths test, and he has done so with 
pride and a positive attitude. Well done, Maihi! 
For demonstrating a wonderful work ethic and for her creative flair she brings to her work! Lexi gets on with 
her tasks, delivers it to a good standard and always remains calm and pleasant, no matter what the situation.

Room 6 Hinata Sato  

Maximilian Pollock 

For consistently trying his best, being organised and enthusiastic in all curriculum areas! Keep up the awesome 
work, Hinata! 
For his kindness, humility and encouraging positivity with his friends and classmates! It's awesome having you 
in Room 6, Max!!

Room 7 Louisa Coles 

Charlotte McBride

For your excellent efforts in writing. You never miss an opportunity to improve, and you have an admirable way 
of understanding how to captivate your reader. Well done! 
For showing integrity by working hard and being diligent in everything that you do, including consistently 
presenting your work neatly. You set a great example for the class!

Room 8 Finn Broomby-Garrod 
Leo Zollner 

For showing commitment and enthusiasm in maths this term. Keep up the great attitude and work, Finn. 
For going above and beyond to do research on any topic at hand to enhance your knowledge as well as ours. 
Keep up this keen interest to learn, Leo.

Room 9 Milla McKendry 
Thomas Bennett

For her increased focus and dedication resulting in steady improvement in maths. 
For creating a descriptive, well-planned, and exciting science-fiction narrative.

Room 10 Isla Davis 

Brooklyn Carew 

For her consistently positive attitude towards her learning, particularly, her maths. Isla is a valuable contributor 
in all workshops. Well done!  
For her dedication and determination to achieve her goals in maths. Brooklyn has made outstanding progress! 
Keep it up! 

Room 11 Cooper McNaughton 

Dezmon Carew 

For his incredible athletics skills. You impress us all during P.E. when you are able to perform different sporting 
skills with ease, Cooper. Well done! 
For his positive attitude and for always being a wonderful friend to all. Thank you for sharing your inner light 
with us, Dez. We adore you!

Room 12 Macklin Elphick-Moon 
Nathan Fry

For putting his best foot forward in taking risks and continuous involvement in class activities. 
For taking on challenges that may be out of his comfort zone and showing courage throughout the process. 

Room 13 Lilly Warringsholz 

Oliver Sara

For continually producing work of an excellence standard in all curriculum areas. Lilly is a fabulous class 
captain who always leads from the front, she is an excellent role model. 
For showing excellent initiative in literacy and mathematics. Oliver has made a real effort to improve the 
standard and quality of his work. Congratulations, Ollie!

Room 14 Molly Talbot 

George Kalupahana

For showing wonderful initiative and responsible leadership organising our turn to host Motuihe Assembly. 
Thank you for the time and work you’ve put into making this great. 
For showing wonderful initiative and responsible leadership organising our turn to host Motuihe Assembly. 
Thank you for the time and work you’ve put into making this great.

Room 15 William Mason 

Cameron Crowther 

Will is a helpful member of the class and has a "no task is too big" attitude. He is engaging and has been 
producing excellent reading responses. Keep it up, Will! 
Cami has excellent time-management skills and focuses well on her school work. She accepts feedback and is 
always ready to make any adjustments. Nice going, Cami!
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Merit Mentions cont.
 Room 16 Benji Grenfell 

Freddie la Hood
For continually trying his best in all curriculum areas. Well done, Benji. 
For approaching all learning challenges with a growth mindset. Keep it up, Freddie!

Room 17 Hunter Curran 

Aleisha Patel 

Hunter has made great strides in her work due to her diligence and new found confidence in herself, which is 
wonderful to see. Well done, Hunter.  
For her exceptional work ethic and drive to complete every task to the best of her ability. She displays excellence 
thoroughly and exceptionally. Well done, Aleisha. 

Room 18 Zachary Walpert 

Max Garland 

For his fantastic engagement and contributions during lessons and all-around positive attitude to learning and 
school-life—keep it up, Zach! 
For displaying great focus across the curriculum, producing brilliant writing, and leading the team in interclass 
sports!

Room 19 Sammy Knight 
Sylvia Strong

For her positive contributions in math problem-solving groups. Your calm and calculated thinking is a great asset! 
For her engagement and deep thinking in reading sessions. Keep up the great work!

Room 20 Sophia Eagles 

Audrey Coxhead 

For putting in a tremendous effort in class, resulting in very pleasing progress. Sophia your bubbly personality and 
sense of fun, make everyday teaching you an awesome one 
For being an amazing new addition to Rm 20, and for settling into Belmont with ease. Audrey, your positive mindset, 
exceptional work ethic, thoughtfulness, and maturity are commendable attributes that will take you far.

Room 21 Lucia Boow 
Sophie Carter

For her tenacity and work ethic. At every point in her learning she is self directed and engaged. Well done, Lucia. 
For her ability to always be positive, engaged and focused no matter the challenge. A wonderful role model for all 
those around her.

Room 22 Anna Signal 

Amelie Williams 

For the persistence and hard work that she gives in all aspects of school. She shows the school values at all times 
and her kindness and friendliness are appreciated by all.   
For her exemplary attitude and her kind nature. She always puts her best effort into everything she does at school, 
and she consistently shows the school values. 

Specialist Merit Mentions
Visual Art Molly Taurere, Molly Talbot, Oliver Moy, Te Aira Mckenzie 

Berryman, Skye Cooper, Archie Somerville-Ryan, Gabriella 
Day, Luther Watkins, Benji Grenfell, Felix Warringsholz

For excellence in developing a sculpture in clay.

Food Tech Jamie Beecroft, Emily Western, Nadia Letica, Niko Rasovo, 
Georgiana Cook, Lyvia Burrows, Isabel Squire, Clara Berrux, 
Leo Xiao, Leo King

For excellent attitude and conscientious approach to tasks in food 
technology.

Languages Joshua McGill, Oskar Fichter, Anna Longley, Matthew Kirk, 
Hayden Steele, George Duffield, Nathan Fry, William Smith, 
Leah Struik Wakuluk, Eva Steckler

For excellent participation in class.

Music Cecilia Shi, Ash Mitani, Flynn Proffit, Oscar Beech, Sam 
Frazerhurst, Felix Johnson, Anna Signal, Maxine Williams, 
Mia Ohlin, Charlie Booker

For composing and performing top quality blues songs. 

Science Iris Cairns, Anna Dyachenko, Max Garland,Stan 
Hollingsworth, Holly Shipkov, Qing Zhong, Arville Zhong, 
Ashlee Bourke, Aidan Faulke, Lulu Knapp, Sophia Twine, 
Vicharika Chhieu

For excellence in Part 1 & 2 of the Science programme assessment.

ESOL Mitsuki Onda 

Tim Shen  

For her enthusiasm and effort in undertaking her ESOL classwork this 
fortnight. 
For his strong effort and self-motivation in completing work beyond that 
which is assigned.   

Students Leaving BIS  
If your child is leaving during or at the end of the term, please ensure you inform the office via office@belmontint.school.nz.

mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
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School News

ICAS 2021 
ICAS is an additional assessment platform that a large portion of our parent community request where they can see their 
child's ranking of performance against other students of a similar age across New Zealand. Student success is also 
recognised through medals and certificates. Please note that there is no obligation or expectation for students to enter the 
assessments. It in no way impacts their progress and achievement or reporting here at BIS. This year, we are delighted to 
be able to offer our parent community access to the ICAS Parent Payment System. PPS is a streamlined method of payment 
collection for schools that allows parents to pay ICAS Assessments directly for ICAS tests. If you would like to 
purchase an ICAS test for your child/ren this year, please follow this link to purchase assessments: https://
shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps and enter the Belmont Intermediate School code: YYA012. 
Please note all payments must be completed through the PPS system. Belmont Intermediate will not be accepting 
payments through the school. 2021 ICAS Assessment and Payment Schedule: 

Helping Hands Fundraiser 
What a special day we had last Friday, showing what true Global Citizens we 
can be. Belmont Intermediate School raised an incredible $1600 for those 
rural families of Ashburton Intermediate School whose farms were 
devastated by the floodwaters. We’re looking forward to connecting with them 
next week on Zoom.

Belmont Intermediate PTA News 
The PTA would love some volunteers to join them, helping with the ice cream sales during the Cross Country event on 
Wednesday, 30 June between 11am and 1:30pm. If you are able to offer any time to assist, please email the PTA Chair, Susie 
Signal. 

If you would like to join the PTA or become a ‘Friend of the PTA’, please e-mail us. We would love to hear from you. If you 
can’t commit to the PTA but you would still like to help with certain events, becoming ‘Friends of the PTA’ may suit you. Your 
name would be added to our e-mail list and we would only contact you if you reply that you are able to assist. To be included 
in the 'Friends of the PTA' circulation list please e-mail us. 

http://pta@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:pta@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:pta@belmontint.school.nz?subject=Join%20Friends%20of%20the%20PTA
https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps
https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps
http://pta@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:pta@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:pta@belmontint.school.nz?subject=Join%20Friends%20of%20the%20PTA
https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps
https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps
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International Friendship Club 
With our borders still closed, we feel lucky to have cross-cultural learning occurring within our school each day. One specific 
example of this is our International Friendship Club, which meets once a week and brings Class Captains and Vice Captains 
together with our English Language Learners. The Club, overseen by teachers Mrs. Bester (Room 5), Mrs Borella (ESOL 
Teacher) and the International Student Department, is hosted in the ESOL classroom each Tuesday during Morning Tea. Each 
week, between ten and twenty students gather to play organised games, while simultaneously practising authentic English 
language skills and engaging in cultural exchange. Some of the students' favourite games have been Headbanz and Guess 
Who, although others have enjoyed the quieter exchange taking place at the conversation tables or chatting naturally when 
solving hands-on puzzles together. The atmosphere is light and informal, and there is a sense of mutual appreciation for 
what each student brings to the Club and our school.  

A wonderful initiative for all involved. Thank you to Mrs Bester, Mrs Borella and the International Department for facilitating 
this for our ESOL students.

Transition Feedback Sessions for Year 7 Parents/ Caregivers 
Please join us to tell us about your experience with the transition from Year 6 to Year 7. The purpose of these sessions is to 
collate information from you as parents about your child’s experience of the transition process from primary school to 
intermediate school. There will be some questions to discuss and opportunities for possible ideas for the future will be 
welcomed.  

Please RSVP your attendance for the preferred time using this form. 

Wednesday, 30 June in the BIS Staffroom 
Morning session  9:30am - 10:30am  
Evening session  6pm - 7pm  

Cross Country 
Our annual school cross country event will take place on Wednesday, 30 June (save day Friday, 2 July) on the Belmont 
Intermediate and Takapuna Grammar School grounds. All students are expected to participate. 

Race Schedule: 
Year 7 Girls: 11.40am 
Year 7 Boys: 12.00pm 
Year 8 Girls: 12.20pm 
Year 8 Boys: 12.40pm 

All parents, caregivers, friends and family are welcome to come along and support. The PTA are selling ice cream in cones 
on the day. They must be pre-ordered via the Online Shop (no cash on the day can be taken). Last day for ordering is 5pm 
Friday, 25 June. $2.00 per cone. Gluten free and dairy free options are also available. 

https://forms.gle/3qA8cu5VmMuxoTiQ8
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
https://forms.gle/3qA8cu5VmMuxoTiQ8
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Focus On ……. French

At Belmont Intermediate School, Year 7 and Year 8 students study French for one term. We know that infants and toddlers 
acquire language through listening and repetition not through reading or writing. Based on this understanding, the French 
programme at BIS places a strong emphasis on oral work for developing the students' listening and speaking skills in 
French. Each lesson offers students numerous opportunities to not only speak French but to experience French culture, 
through collaborative activities and games. Year 7 and 8 students follow a similar routine at the beginning of each lesson - 
asking and responding to questions about the date, weather, temperature and season in French and Te Reo. Typically, they 
will then watch French cultural videos chosen by the students. These can cover a range of interests from songs, places, food, 
to fashion and sports. 

The Year 7 programme focuses on using handmade puppets to introduce themselves: saying their name, age, birthday, 
favourite colour and how they are feeling that day. The programme also highlights unique cultural aspects such as names 
day and events such as la Chandeleur which is when the whole class has the opportunity to make their own crepes.  

In contrast, the Year 8 programme is a lot more flexible and designed more around the students' topics of interest. This year 
the Year 8 students are focusing on describing themselves (hair, eyes, nose, mouth, accessories). This provides a framework 
for playing the game “Guess who - Qui est-ce?”. Similarly, they learn how to express their likes and dislikes about sports and 
hobbies. Year 8 students are also given the opportunity to build on their Year 7 conversation by pretending to be a French 
famous person. Cultural aspects are expanded on by studying Mardi Gras and Carnival, famous French people and famous 
French Sports events. One of the highlights in Year 8 is making gaufres (French waffles).  

French extension is held every Tuesday afternoon. Terms 1 and  2 are dedicated to Year 8 and the last two terms of the year to 
Year 7. The extension programme offers students the chance to expand their vocabulary, experience French cooking, play 
Petanque and work on a French project. This year, the Year 8 extension students focused on studying vocabulary associated 
with snacks and drinks with the ultimate goal of being able to order something in an authentic French cafe such as 
“Chateaubriant”.  They also created a card game based on the eighteen different regions of France. This week, the students 
prepared snails and palmiers (shown in the photos below). 

We are very lucky to be able to offer language classes here at BIS and Mademoiselle Douarin creates a wonderfully 
immersive and engaging experience for our students in all aspects of French language and culture. We see many students 
carrying on their interest in languages, learnt in their French classes, though their high school years.
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(Photos supplied by students from the Photography Elective offered by Mrs van Zyl, Room 10) 

Scrapbooking 
The group in Room 6 on Monday afternoons have brought in their own scrapbooks and photos to create a scrapbook of 
special memories. We had all our beautiful papers, stickers, stamps and decals donated by a lovely member of our BIS 
community. More recently the girls have been creating beautiful cards to give to teachers on their birthdays! The 
scrapbooking elective is offered by Caitlin McKeown, Room 6. 

Electives
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Step Aerobics 
Choreographed step-aerobics was very popular in the '80s and 90's where you had different steps or sequences, added one 
by one to form a routine at the end of the session. After you add a step, you take it from the top and repeat the whole routine, 
which gets longer with each added step! It is great for the student's memory as they have to remember which step comes 
next and they have to memorise the names of the steps as well. Doing this type of exercise with awesome music playing and 
stepping on the beat, you will definitely improve your fitness levels and have heaps of fun while doing so! The step aerobics 
elective is offered by Bianca Steyn, Room 2.

Young Enterprise 
The Young Enterprise elective provides budding entrepreneurs with an opportunity to explore their business skills. In groups, 
each member was assigned a role: Managing Director, Marketing and Sales Director, Financial Director, or Production 
Director, based on their skills and interests. Over the weeks, they have focused on idea development; business planning; 
branding and logos; market research and analysis; budgeting, capital and expenses; and advertising. The entrepreneurs 
have come up with some fantastic ideas and have started to test, refine and further develop their products, with an emphasis 
on sustainability and reducing waste. Dog treats, stress balls, slime, succulent terrariums, tie dyed shirts, mug cakes, and 
soaps are just a few examples of the amazing products these businesses will have for sale. Teams are busily preparing for a 
school wide Market Day on the afternoon of Monday, 5 July, (week 10). This will be an opportunity for the rest of the school to 
purchase their goods, and for the students themselves to experience the excitement of selling their products after weeks of 
preparation from a simple idea to fruition! To promote our core competency of ‘Global Citizenship,’ a portion of all profits will 
be donated to a charity of their choice. We wish each business well for an exciting day of sales, and will be promoting the 
Market Day event more in the lead up to the final week of term. The young enterprise elective is offered by Angela Winslade, 
Room 9 and Kelly Vallender, Room 8.
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Outstanding Writing Piece by Isabella Watson, Room 19 

The first and last time
“Step on a crack, you break your mum’s back” The book slammed shut. Should I smile like I always did? Or maybe just pretend I was asleep? Either 

way she couldn’t know. No one could know about him. It was the only thing that hadn’t left my mouth to enter her ears; I told mum everything. In fact, 
Joshua— cold-hearted, brown eyed, lies as white as her hair— wasn’t even a word in mum’s dictionary. It was too late now, or I would just embarrass 
myself. My heart had been torn apart into a million pieces as my eyes caught sight of his hands in hers. I couldn’t believe it, or more so I didn’t want 
to. It had been over a year of pure smiles and laughter until the party, mum hadn’t allowed me to go to that party. But I couldn’t really be mad; it was 
only for my safety after all.

The break up was only yesterday, well it was more just a jumble of ’whats’ and ’sorries’ ending in tears and back turns. Earlier, I thought I was 
coming round. Obviously I was wrong; this was the first time I hadn’t enjoyed mum’s nightly story. Mum can always sense when I want to be left alone, 
this time however, I didn’t know if I wanted her to stay or not. My eyes decided they wanted to have a rest from staring blankly at the wall, and my 
mind agreed. With or without the comfort of mum sitting there, I soon started to get lost in the forests, footpaths, and ferris wheels my imagination 
provided. Surprised yet grateful for the cheeriness spread across my face, I never wanted to wake up again.

School was not fun. It seemed everyone had found out about what happened between us, even the history teacher- Josh had always been the favourite in 
that class. Surprisingly, I didn’t really mind it. The new drama had given me more attention than in both of my 2 years of high school combined. Sure 
it wasn’t the happiest context used around my name, but at least this way I would be remembered. My shoes met the scratchy door mat as the non-
odour scent of home welcomed my nostrils to the front door. I threw my bag onto the kitchen table and headed towards mum’s study; I had realised 
something. While I was walking home, all of the cracks in the path just hit me harder than I ever thought. To me they resembled my life. All I wanted 
was to curl up next to mum, but mum didn’t know his name. I needed to tell her the whole story. But she already knew.

Mum knew me so well she can always tell when somethings up, and she would do anything to make me feel better. When I burst into the room with 
leaking eyes she told me, and she told me how. Telling her was the way I wanted her to find out, not by snooping through my drawers. It was the first 
time, and I knew it would be the last. But that didn’t stop me from getting angry, all it stopped was me talking to her and that was certain. Soon I 
would be fast asleep, dreading yet another self-esteem losing day of year 11.

When Mum’s knock against the door signalled story time, my face just dampened and my mouth had to be locked shut. There was a first for everything. 
The next few days were hard- too hard. School was rough, friends were tough, and ignoring mum just didn’t help. Every time I saw her lost face it was 
always ’do you need my help Sabby’ or ’oh Sabrina, whatever can I do for you’ and it was driving me insane to keep quiet. As much as I wanted to 
reply, I just couldn’t. This was more than just snooping. Mum had broken our most important vow: ’Never ever can you get secretive information about 
one another in an unknown manner’. It was right next to our second most significant vow, which is ’don’t ever step on a crack’, and this was the first 
time one had been broken. The first time since dad died our so-called ’unbreakable’ vow had broken.

It was the weekend, finally. Even mum’s timid lip bite was a huge improvement from the constant humiliating looks at school. All I wanted to do was 
lock myself in my isolated room, only able to hear the sound of my own breath. Mum however, thought differently. While she would be trying to clean the 
house, I would be at an appointment unsuccessfully cleaning up my life. I guess things could have gone better if I hadn’t yelled the place down, but this 
way at least I got to leave early. My expectations for the half an hour were quite blunt, but talking to the professional couldn’t even reach them. The 
most exciting part was the walk home; I wasn’t just repeatedly seeing green street lamps and silver rubbish bins like always. I knew it wasn’t mum’s 
fault the session went badly, but I just wanted to blame somebody. Today, I didn’t want to do anything let alone try to explain what was wrong with 
me. I was glad I had to leave.

‘Don’t ever step on a crack, step on a crack you break your mum’s back’ The world stopped. Slowly, the soul of my shoe lifted off the crack. Would it 
matter? The crack felt weird, almost like the concrete had a deep cut. Some might think I’m exaggerating, but this was the first time I had made contact 
with a crack. Was mum in pain? Possibly laying still on a hospital bed not able to even say our favourite deez nuts joke. No, of course not. It was only 
her stupid saying and would never actually happen. When my knuckles would make contact with my front door, mum’s tired face would stare back at 
me. But she didn’t.

I had been waiting for what seemed like hours, but it probably was only 5 minutes. I pushed the door open wondering why mum didn’t answer; we 
always opened the door for each other even when it’s unnecessary. Did she only want me at that appointment to get me out of the house? I liked it more 
when she actually cared about me. I was quite surprised I didn’t see mum cleaning around the house, and I was even more shocked when I caught sight 
of the half-cleaned kitchen window. But all the answers to my questions got answered when I saw the empty bottle of glass cleaner. Mum must have gone 
out to get some more. I knew I wouldn’t miss her.

For once, the house was perfectly silent. Well, almost silent. There was a piercingly quiet knocking sound throbbing inside my head. I wondered if I 
should answer it; mum didn’t like it when I did. But mum wasn’t here. I raced to the door and swung it open without a moment’s hesitation. The sight 
on the other side almost broke me, and it was all my fault. Mum was staring motionless at me, her back broken. She had been in the middle of a car 
accident, a bad one. The tears were cold. However, by now I was used to them appearing on my cheeks. But this time, it was different. I wasn’t crying 
because of mum, I was crying cause I might have lost her. I threw myself onto her with all my might, regretting it instantly after I felt mum fall. But I 
couldn’t let her go, not again. 
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Sports News

Success Outside of School

If any of our families have some of the trays 
collecting dust at home or in the office, the art 
department would be very grateful for any 
donations. They are used for drying the clay 
sculptures that your children make. Also 
needed are (clean, empty) large yoghurt pots 
with lids and sturdy magazines (they are used 
as paint palettes). Thank you in advance.

Boys and Girls Hockey Zone Days 
Last week our boys and girls hockey teams competed at the North Harbour Hockey Zone Days. Both teams currently play 
in the B grade of the North Harbour competition and were up against a number of A grade teams at the zone days. They 
all played some fantastic hockey - the boys had a win, a draw and two close 1-0 losses in their pool play rounds finishing 
the round robin in 9th place. They went on to defeat Albany Junior High 2-1 in the 9th/10th playoff game. The girls had a 
win, a draw and a loss in their pool rounds finishing the round robin in 10th place. They had a really close 9th/10th playoff 
game against Pinehurst but finished the day with a 1-0 defeat. 
A huge thanks to David Harrison and Kirsty Lynch-Blosse for giving up their time to coach the teams, and to all the 
parents who helped with transport. Photos of the Boys Zone Day can be viewed here, and the Girls Zone Day viewed here.

Waterpolo Win 
Dana Ramsey, Elizabeth Ellis and Sophie Carter (pictured right) played a waterpolo 
tournament for North Harbour last weekend at Mountford Park. Out of 12 mixed 
gender teams playing in C grade their team the ‘Starfish’ achieved third place! 
Congratulations girls, whakamihi!

Donations Requested

https://photos.app.goo.gl/kozdbvp6MHfGnbj29
https://photos.app.goo.gl/SVDFT7ATbJtDEkcj8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kozdbvp6MHfGnbj29
https://photos.app.goo.gl/SVDFT7ATbJtDEkcj8
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Netball North Harbour Selection 
Congratulations to Emily Cowan and Emilia Bright. They have both been selected for the Year 8 Netball North Harbour 
Development Squad. Ka pai Emily and Emilia!

Surfing  
BIS had a strong contingent of surfers at the Whangamata Surf Academy Competition last week with Finn Norris, Theo 
Denton, Josh Scott, Ruby Milne, Sam and Jesse Frazerhurst all competing in the Under 14 Division in some big surf. Ruby 
and Sam both made the finals in the U14 Girls and Boys Division, and both placed 4th. All of the surfers did the school 
proud! Great news, rawe mo tērā!

Singer/ Songwriter in the Making 
A month ago, Eva Steckler entered The Depot Sound music competition with her very own song. She wrote the song 
herself and composed the piano track entirely on her own. A self-taught piano player, Eva learnt to play piano through 
YouTube videos. She revamped one of her incomplete songs that she had written a while ago, and created her hit Biggest 
Mistakes. On Monday, 12 June, she got word back from the organisers that she had come runner-up in the competition; an 
amazing achievement! As part of her prize, Eva received a free recording session at the Depot Sound studio. Here is a link 
to Eva's song. We are so very proud of her!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pxT0UUnXp6t3KZ0jsWdTWIT_nZwI-fXk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pxT0UUnXp6t3KZ0jsWdTWIT_nZwI-fXk/view?usp=sharing
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Music Lessons after School: 
Guitar, Drums and Bass 

If your child is interested in continuing or 
learning a new musical instrument please feel 
f r e e t o c o n t a c t m e , g o 
t o h e a t h w a t s o n g u i t a r. c o m f o r m o re 
information or call 021 256 1308. Guitar, bass 
and drums. 30min group lessons (single 
person lessons available too). 

Ukulele Lessons 
If your child is interested ukulele group 
lessons after school at Belmont Int. Please 
contact Heath Watson on the above contact 
options. Class will be dependant on numbers.

Learn to Row Day - Takapuna 
Grammar Rowing 
The Learn to Row day is this weekend. 
Registration details for Year 8 students 
keen to give it a go are in the 
accompanying video. 

http://www.apple.com/au/
http://www.apple.com/au/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/

