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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School,
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa,
What a rollercoaster the last two weeks have been. Our resilience as a community has once again been tested, and we continue to
face disruptions, but I am thrilled with the way the students and my staff have embraced these challenges. Our young people have
seamlessly moved back into school this week with our Year 7’s enjoying a varied and enjoyable week of EOTC (Education Outside the
Classroom) activities. My thanks to the staff and parents for their combined efforts this week. Our Year 8 students and staff are also
looking forward to their re-scheduled camps in November.
As you will be aware, Auckland is now at Alert Level 1. From Monday, we will revert back to the following practices:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students will wear full school uniform to and from school except for Friday afternoons when they are able to wear their PE
gear home from school
Students will bring their PE gear to school and get changed prior to PE lessons
Mobile phones will need to be handed into the office before school and collected after school
Students will be able to use the drinking fountains
We will continue to provide hand sanitiser in all our classes and encourage hygiene practices
If your child is sick, please keep them at home

Our first teacher/ parent/ student conferences are scheduled for Week 11. This date has been pushed out by a week to reflect the
disruptions of both lockdowns. Further information is in this newsletter, with bookings being available to be made from Week 8.
How fortunate we were to hold our Leaders' Commissioning Assembly on Thursday, 25 February. Congratulations to our 2021
School Leaders on their appointments and thank you to their families for joining us to celebrate their achievements.
Summer and Winter sports trials have continued this week and will take place throughout the term. Unfortunately there are always
some students who are disappointed and may feel that they should be in a different team. The teams are never final and there is
always opportunity for movement throughout the season as both our boys and girls develop their skills and progress.
I would like to acknowledge the leadership of Mr Vallender with respect to the development of our lunchtime activities programme.
Shane has worked hard to provide more opportunities for our students to participate in a variety of sports and games to start the
term. Thank you, Shane. I hope you enjoy the video in our lunchtime sport section.
respect | excellence | humility | courage | creativity | integrity
manaaki | hiranga | tū whakaiti | kaha | auahatanga | ngākau tapatahi

A reminder to our parent community that we will be having the first of our MOE allocated Teacher Only Days on Friday, March 26.
Belmont Intermediate School will be closed for instruction on this day.
Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates today and were presented in Mr Hill’s office in lieu of a Formal
Assembly; Zara Matthews, Stella Bradley, Hasune Mitani, Leon Boardman-Hill, Isabella Watson and Will Westgate.
Ngā mihi nui

Nick Hill
Principal

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday, 15 March

Y8 Netball Trial 1, BIS Courts 1:10pm - 3:00pm

Tuesday, 16 March

Whole School and Individual Photos

Wednesday, 17 March

Y8 Netball Trial 2, BIS Courts 3:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday, 18 March

Girls Cricket Zone Day

Monday, 22 March

Y7 Netball Trial 1, BIS Courts 1:10pm - 3:00pm

Tuesday, 23 March

Boys Cricket Zone Day

Wednesday, 24 March

Petanque Zone Day

Wednesday, 24 March

Y7 Netball Trial 2, BIS Courts 3:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday, 25 March

Swimming Zone Day

Friday, 26 March

Teacher Only Day - School Closed for Instruction

Tuesday, 30 March

Girls Tennis Zone Day

Wednesday, 31 March

Auckland InterZone Swimming

Thursday, 1 April

Boys Tennis Zone Day

Friday, 2 April - Tuesday, 6 April

Easter Break - School resumes on Wednesday, 7 April

Monday, 12 April

BOT Meeting 2, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Tuesday, 13 April

Girls Futsal Zone Day

Tuesday, 13 April

Teacher/ Parent/ Student Conferences 1:45pm - 7:30pm (Booking from Week 8)

Wednesday, 14 April

Teacher/ Parent/ Student Conferences 3:45pm - 7:30pm (Booking from Week 8)

Wednesday, 14 April

Boys Futsal Zone Day
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Merit Mentions
Room 1

Reuben Cutler
Jamie Beecroft

Room 2

Jeremy Kim
Jules Jameson

Room 3

Quinn Martin
Alice Ingham

Room 4

Room 5

Anfisa Trekhleb
Liam Word
Harina Han
Maihi Swan-Ingham

Room 6

Maddisyn Sara
Shray Patolo

Room 7

Skye Grice-Douglas
Jack Farmer

Room 8

Luke Nyhoff
Isla Inch

For his outstanding effort towards his homework for the start of the year. Reuben also demonstrated
perseverance in maths when it got hard. Keep it up Reuben.
For her enthusiasm towards school and her peers. She constantly asks questions to help her understanding. It is
a pleasure to have you in Room 1.
For bringing a positive attitude to any room he enters, and for showing kindness and humility to all his
classmates. We love having you in our class, Jeremy!
For showing enthusiasm, dedication and leadership as our vice-class captain for this half year. It is a pleasure to
have you in Room 2, Jules!
For having an infectious attitude towards learning. I am loving having you as part of Room 3 Quinn. I can’t wait to
see what is in store for you this year!
For settling in so well to BIS. You have such a fun energy to work with Alice. I am so happy to have you in Room 3
this year!
For being enthusiastic, kind and compassionate towards her peers. We are so lucky to have you in Room 4 Anfisa.
For displaying excellent thinking skills, making wise decisions, and clearly communicating ideas and opinions to
the class. You have made a wonderful start to BIS Liam.
For showing immense humility and kindness towards her friends in class. Harina is always willing to help where
she can.
For showing great enthusiasm during EOTC and contributing positively to teamwork.
For showing excellence and enthusiasm during our distance learning and being a kind and positive class
member.
For his fantastic effort during distance learning and his determination, resilience and fun-loving attitude during
EOTC week.
For never hesitating to ask questions during distance learning and for always being lovely and polite in her
manner. You are showing great integrity, Skye!
For always being on task and doing your best - with a smile! Your attitude contributes to a class environment of
positivity and hard work and you should be very proud of yourself.
For always bringing such great enthusiasm to his learning and showing great willingness to learn and engage in
all maths tasks. Keep it up, Luke!
For being selected as our class captain and for already showing such incredible leadership qualities so early on.
You are a natural leader, Isla. Congratulations!

Room 9

Sasha Wilton
Amy Sluiter

For showing an abundance of perseverance and positivity during EOTC week.
For her outstanding effort and the high quality of work she produced during distance learning.

Room 10

Riley Dick

For being a conscientious and dedicated learner and for using his initiative during distance learning. You complete
each given task with excellence, Riley. Well done.
For her outstanding organisational skills and enthusiasm towards all aspects of learning. Molly did an
outstanding job in bringing the class together to socialise on Zoom!

Molly McKellar

Room 11

Room 12

Lucie Colthart
Edward Lim
Emily Cowan
Iani Paulet

For settling into BIS so well so far this year. We love having you in our class, Lucie!
For going over and beyond in mathematics. Your efforts and enthusiasm are not only incredible, but infectious too,
Edward. Well done!
For having a great attitude towards her schooling and being consistently motivated to better herself.
For taking accountability of his learning by attending workshops and taking risks when faced with challenging
tasks.

Room 13

Sam McCarthy
Luisa Dong

For his mature and responsible behaviour both inside and outside of the classroom.
For her conscientious and diligent approach to her online learning.

Room 14

Bella Leibovici
Daniel Reece

For enthusiasm, dedication and independence with her learning both at school and with distance learning.
For crafting thoughtful, inspirational and effective pieces of writing related to our inquiry this term.

Room 15

Kyla Turner

For continuing to show attention to detail in her work while distance learning. Kyla puts a great deal of effort into
her tasks and overcomes any challenges with ease.
For his positivity and bubbly nature that translates seamlessly to distance learning. Matthew, thank you for
brightening our Zoom meetings each day!

Matthew Kirk
Room 16

Caspian Shepherd
Lachie ConveryOxnam

For participating in ‘Shave for a Cure’ and raising over $1,300 for charity! A massive congratulations to you both, I
am very proud of you.
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Merit Mentions cont.
Room 17

Marchella Gobbie
Laurits Bagger

Room 18

Ivy Dustin
Philippa Priddy

For a wonderful display of maturity and ability to be a self-directed learner during distance learning. Marchella
ensured all of her work was completed to a high standard.
For having a wonderful attitude to every aspect of school and learning. He is a wonderfully positive student who
is a pleasure to have in the class.
For displaying amazing values - by always willing to help and support others - and excellent engagement
during class discussions.
For fantastic maturity and dedication towards doing her best each day, in both academics and sports. Awesome
work Philippa!

Room 19

Tamsin Willson
Josh McGill

For consistently displaying a positive attitude and growth mindset towards her learning.
For always treating his teachers and peers alike with high levels of respect and kindness.

Room 20

Emilia Bright

For always striving to attain personal excellence by working diligently and enthusiastically on set work in class.
Emi you are a positive, kind and unfailingly respectful student of Rm 20.
Archie your positivity and enthusiasm is infectious, as is your energy and drive to achieve. You always give up
your time to help others. Your thoughtfulness, sense of humour and kindness are appreciated by all in Rm 20.

Archie Somerville- Ryan
Room 21

All of Room 21

For having such a great, communal attitude during lockdown and then again this week for EOTC. Without
exception, a respectful and highly motivated group of individuals.

Room 22

Elsie Parley

For her enthusiasm to learn, her willingness to take risks when trying something new and always asking for
help when she is unsure.
For a very positive start of the year. He shows great focus with his work, aims for his best and asks questions
when he is unsure.

Thomas Morcombe

Specialist Merit Mentions
Science

Joonwoo Kang
Laurits Bagger
Bentley Hughes
Andy Song
Marley Mackrill

For excellent effort with online science work during lockdown.

Food Tech

Lachlan Curtin, Zara Matthews, Quinn Martin, Luke Tibbotts, Jack
Farmer, Anja Kozenof, Charlotte McBride, Angus O’Brien, Olivia
Shen, Brooklyn Carew, Jack Cockayne, Belle Phillips, Daniel Fu,
Giovanni Dozy

For their excellent efforts to complete food technology work, both
written and practical, during the second lockdown.

Languages

Lucy Lumsden, Eva Sith, Luisa Dong, Te Aira McKenzie, Calliope
Bower, Ava Fitzgerald, Lilly Warringsholz, Archie SomervilleRyan, Gabriella Day, Ben Cassidy

For their excellent effort and work with online French work during
the lockdown.

Excellence in science part 1.

School News
Teacher/ Parent/ Student Conferences

The Term 1 conferences will take place on Tuesday, 13 April from 1:45pm to 7:30pm and Wednesday, 14 April from 3:45pm to
7:30 pm. Conferences are 14 minutes long, with just one minute for transition. The focus of this conference is to share how
students have settled into their new class, as well as their successes to date. Bookings will be available from Week 8 using
the School Interviews website.
Important Note: As our student learning conferences begin at 1:45pm on Tuesday, 13 March the school will close at 1:00pm
on that day. Supervision will be provided until 3:00pm in the school hall for children who do not have alternative childcare
arrangements. Please email the office (office@belmontint.school.nz) if your child will be staying at school until 3:00pm.
Buses will run at their normal scheduled times.
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Year 7 EOTC Week

Our Year 7 students have had a fabulous week taking part in EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom). There were many
activities on offer including mountain biking, high ropes challenge, kayaking, raft building and the ever-popular, camp-fire
cooking. Photos from the week can be found here. The aim of EOTC week is to create a positive group/ class atmosphere,
inspire critical thinking, practise receiving and giving constructive criticism, take physical and mental risks in a controlled
environment and respond to challenging situations.
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Lunchtime Sport at BIS

Lunchtime Sport is all about teamwork, strategy and fun. This year, we have taken our annual interclass competition and
turned it into a whole class event, where every student gets an opportunity to represent their class team. On Tuesdays and
Thursdays, students need to out-wit, out-run and out-tag their opponents in Capture the Flag, a game that involves various
skills such as, catching and throwing, side stepping and speed.
It has been amazing to see the camaraderie and friendly banter involving our students and staff in Round One so far. Round
Two, which will take place in week seven, promises to bring about more excitement in the battle for bragging rights and the
title ‘Owners of the Flag’ for term one. More updates will follow in subsequent newsletters.
This fun, inclusive new initiative was dreamt up and implemented by Mr Vallender. Check out his Go-Pro footage here.

Teachers Go Dragon Boating

Some of our teachers recently took part in
Dragon Boat Racing for the first time. They had a
great day out and wore their BIS team shirts with
pride. They won ‘First All-Female Team”! Great
mahi, teachers!
L-R Shae Friedrichs, Caitlin Milligan, Mari van
Zyl, Caitlin McKeown, Catherine Horgan, Bianca
Steyn, Lee-Ann Bester, Helene Piper, Brooke
Doherty and Saji Prema

Donations of
Records Needed
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Lockdown Creativity
Quarantine Camp

Some students from Room 19 created their own camp at home so they could at least try and enjoy part of the camping
experience! Luckily for our Year 8 students, both camps have been rescheduled to go ahead in November.

Year 8 Camp - Minecraft Style

To help with the disappointment of Year 8 Camp being
postponed due to the recent lockdown, Edie McClellan utilised
her time during to create a virtual Year 8 camp. Check out her
work here.

Laurits Bagger’s Home Camp
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Lockdown Visual Art

Task: Using the grid drawing technique, students placed small popular items from around home such as toys/ accessories
on a grid and then drew them onto another piece of paper. Here are some of the neat artworks some students completed!

Edie Warman Clough

Maxine Williams

Charlotte Crotty

Ben Moorby

Riley Kettle

Matthew Kirk

Descriptive Language

Students in Room 17 were tasked with writing using descriptive language. They were given a template and a couple of
examples and below is what the produced.

Laurits Quist-Bagger

Tristan Allemann
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Forced Perspective Photos

Room 9 had a Forced Perspective Photo Competition. There were some really creative entries. The class voted on their top
three, which are shown below.

3rd: ‘Digging for Gold’ by Amy Sluiter
1st: ’Face Off’ by Daniel Feng

2nd: ‘Naughty Sister’ by Toby Cunningham

Success Outside of School
Surf Lifesaving Nationals

Ruby Milne competed at the Surf Life Saving Nationals
(Oceans) just before lockdown in Mount Maunganui. She
came 4th in NZ in the Run-Swim-Run, and made the
national finals for the Surf Swim, Board Race, and
Diamond (Board + Swim). Sadly New Zealand went into
lockdown so the finals were cancelled, which was hugely
disappointing. Rawe mo tērā, great news, Ruby!

Shave for a Cure

Caspian Shepherd and Lachie Convery-Oxnam recently took
part in ‘Shave for a Cure’ to help raise funds for Cancer
Research.
Their aim was to raise $700, but they have far exceeded this.
If you wanted to make a donation to Caspian and Lachie click
this link https://shaveforacure.co.nz/t/twomates Good on you
Caspian and Lachie - you are supporting a great cause!

Coastal Challenge Result

Nova Powles ran the 11km Coastal Challenge on Saturday and Nova came 2nd overall in the Open Womens and 1st in the
U20 category! Amazing Nova, tau kē, well done.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pocket Rockets Dance is excited to be back at BIS in
2021! Fridays after school in the Dance Studio

Belmont Music Centre: Late
Enrolments 2021

Intermediate Hiphop
Intermediate Contemporary
Teen Hiphop (age 13-18yrs)

Belmont Music Centre runs a Saturday morning
music school based at BIS.

3.15 - 4.15pm
4.15 - 5.15pm
5.15 - 6.15pm

Starting from Friday 12th Feb. Try your first class free!

Classes begin on Saturday, February 13 and run
throughout the year.

Sign up here:
https://www.pocketrockets.co.nz/enrolment
Contact: Jane
021 140 3786
jane@pocketrockets.co.nz
www.pocketrockets.co.nz

Instruments still available include trumpet,
clarinet, saxophone, violin, cello, flute, recorder
and keyboards*
1 x year subscription is $150
Instrument hire is also available
For further info, please see:
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
belmontmusicmgr@gmail.com
*Limited numbers only

Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums
and Bass

If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information or call 021
256 1308. Guitar, bass and drums. 30min group lessons
(single person lessons available too).

Ukulele Lessons

If your child is interested ukulele group lessons after
school at Belmont Int. Please contact Heath Watson on 021
256 1308 or email heathwatsonguitar@gmail.com Class will
be dependant on numbers.

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR Lessons?

AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on weekday
mornings at Belmont Intermediate for all of these
instruments! AJ helps his students achieve their full
potential in their bands and Grade examinations, as well as
broadening their musical experience and abilities. Slots very
limited, to book lessons and get in touch please visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call
02102314586
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