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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

I wonder what picture comes to mind when you think of the word ‘resilience'. The word resilience derives from the latin 
resilire, which means ‘to recoil’ or ‘rebound’. Further research suggested that resilience can be described as “your ability to 
withstand adversity and bounce back and grow despite life’s downturns”. Our students, you as parents and our community 
have experienced some difficult blows. These are not just related to COVID-19. Rather than look at the negative, I would rather 
celebrate the fact that we built our resilience together and not alone. I am proud of the way our young people and staff have 
bounced back together. I am proud of the way our students have continued to do their best, display effort in class and continue 
to achieve. I am also humbled by the way our community has supported our school and staff. This has made us stronger and 
strengthened our connections. Thank you! 
  
In our previous newsletter I requested some feedback on our distance learning programme. I am acutely aware that you are all 
busy, however, we would really like to hear from you. Please take 5-10 minutes to complete this Google Form, thank you in 
advance for your feedback.  
  
There is a teacher only day scheduled for Friday, 20 November. This replaces the two previously planned days that were 
postponed due to multiple lockdowns. Authority for such days is derived from the accord between the teacher unions and the 
Ministry of Education. Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Moving to staffing news and after 41 years in education, 17 of which have been serving our community and school, our much 
loved and admired Deputy Principal, Anne Paterson will retire tomorrow afternoon. Due to COVID restrictions we have been 
unable to farewell Anne in our customary manner. Anne will be invited back early next term to be farewelled by our staff, 
students, colleagues and former pupils. Since our association began in 2013 Anne has always struck me as a people person. 
This has enabled her to work effectively alongside students, staff and parents alike. She is always willing to support her 
colleagues and always puts children first. A testament to Anne’s impact has been the number of former pupils who have 
visited her in the past 2-3 weeks. Anne will be missed by her colleagues, students and community. I would like to personally 
thank Anne for her unwavering loyalty to our school, it’s ideals, intent and vision over the past 17 years. Her willingness to 
adapt and grow as a leader and person has been an example to all. Anne, we wish you all the best in your retirement and 
future with your husband Rob. 
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday, 25 September Term 3 Ends

Monday, 12 October Term 4 Begins

Wednesday, 14 October ICAS Science

Thursday, 15 October ICAS Digital Technologies

Tuesday, 20 October ICAS English

Wednesday, 21 October ICAS Maths

Thursday, 22 October ICAS Spelling

Friday, 20 November Teacher Only Day - School Closed for Instruction

Ngā mihi nui  

 

Nick Hill  
Principal

Our first day back for Term 4 will be Monday 12 October. As this is a summer term, we will be expecting all of our students to 
be appropriately dressed. This includes wearing a school cap or bucket hat and utilising the sunscreen that is available in all 
classrooms. As this is my last newsletter for the term I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 
happy, safe and enjoyable holiday break. 
  
Finally, congratulations to those who received Principal’s Certificates this week; Phoebe Smith, Will Westgate, Leo Hobson, 
Aidan Dibble, Leah Wakuluk, Summer Burge, Anna Dyachenko, Ava Fitzgerald, Jasper Fox, Harmony Wilson-Ngata, Kita Weir, 
April Liang, Annabelle Murray and Niamh Shanahan.

Farewell Belmont Intermediate School, from Anne Paterson 
Tena kotou katoa, To the Belmont Intermediate Community, 

There have been many versions of this newsletter entry. I tried to be clever with the letters of Belmont - but I am not as creative 
as students, I tried to tie it into the core values - but that seemed artificial and contrived….. So while walking up the beach on 
Sunday afternoon I thought about what really needed to be said. 

Basically it is thank you. Thank you for letting me be a part of the BIS community for 17 years. It has been the best 17 years of 
my career. I have seen over 5000 local kids grow into independent, confident and engaging individuals. I have great pleasure in 
stopping and talking to past and present students when out and about in this very special community. So thank you for letting 
me be a part of it, for working with me as we and our BIS team help your children to be happy in who they are and ready for the 
next step at high school. Thank you for staying in touch with updates on your family and how they are doing. 

I am looking forward to not being restricted to school holidays, not being bound by the working week and spending more time 
with my husband, Robert. 

I wish everyone health and happiness and I leave BIS humbly acknowledging the wonderful team that will continue to look after 
current and future BIS students as the amazing work continues. 

Ngā mihi nui, kia koa, kia kaha 
Anne Paterson 
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Cami Crowther 

Oscar Beech 
For showing effort and personal excellence in her work. Well done! 
For his calm and respectful manner in class. He consistently works independently to complete his work. Well done 
Oscar!

Room 2 Raife Martin 

Matthew 
Middleton 

For having a positive attitude towards Te Reo Maori Week by showing effort and a willingness to  help with some of 
the vocabulary and pronunciation of the words and participating in all the activities.   
For having an amazing drive and showing determination every day when working in math (algebra). I thoroughly 
enjoy watching you think and learn as well as being there to supply you with feedback and clues to help you make 
further connections. Keep up the great work!  

Room 3 Rome Swain  
Kleoh Mcclean

For having a positive attitude towards learning algebra. Well done, Rome!  
For helping others learn how to complete patterns. Keep up the awesome work, Kleoh!

Room 4 Tim Shen 

Sabrina Li 

For showing consistent kindness to others and working incredibly hard to learn to speak English. I am so proud of 
you Tim! 
For her excellent courage and creativity shown in each subject. Sabrina, you have worked so hard this year, well 
done!

Room 21 Mila Rodrigues-
Birch 
Lachlan 
Convery-Oxnam

Congratulations on being elected Class Captain! 

Congratulations on being elected Class Vice Captain!

Room 5 Elgar Sapalia 

Hugo Posa 

For his excellent attitude to learning tasks. Elgar contributes great ideas and is a kind friend to others in the class. 
Keep it up! 
For being a kind, giving and gentle young man, in class and on the playground. Hugo also does his best in all aspects 
of school work. 

Room 6 Daniel Robinson 
Lilly Warringsholz

For displaying a determined attitude towards learning and always trying his hardest. 
For the enthusiasm and energy she brings to learning and for being determined and committed to achieving 
excellence.

Room 7 Andy Song 
Alex Ness

For showing courage and bravery when presenting his speech to Room 7. Well done Andy, I am very proud of you! 
For his enthusiasm and positivity towards our Books Alive class project. Well done, Alex!

Room 8 Kyla Turner 

Amelia Bardak 

For continually showing excellence in every class task she completes, especially her creative writing pieces. Keep it 
up, Kyla. 
Amelia shows great teamwork skills when working in maths trios and has an excellent, calm manner when 
explaining ideas.

Room 9 Amelia Glenn 

Nikolas Tsulaia 

For her positivity, kindness and sparky sense of humour. You are a caring and supportive friend to your peers, 
Amelia.  
For his thoughtful, passionate and original contributions in integrated studies. You always offer a fresh perspective, 
Nik.

Room 10 Henry Lewis 

Maia Stebbing

For pushing himself to become a self-directed and independent learner and for managing his time well. I am really 
proud of you, Henry.  
For her continuous effort and drive to succeed in maths. Well done Maia, you are making excellent progress! 

Room 11 Licca Wang 

Riyaan Shah

For being a helpful classmate during maths lessons, and for her incredible efforts in producing our class Books Alive 
entry. You are amazing, Licca! 
For being a respectful and sincere student, and for displaying good manners. You are a pleasure to be around, 
Riyaan!

Room 12 Milla Macdonald 
Lucy McCann

For her contribution in creating our class ‘Books Alive’ project. Your tech skills are amazing. 
Showing her true potential and taking risks in assisting her class to excel in book week and on the sports field. 

Room 13 Eden Gibbs 

Indee Pateman 

For continually striving for excellence in all curriculum areas. Eden has been so diligent since returning from 
lockdown. 
For her increased work output in reading, writing and maths. Indee has been focused and engaged consistently. Well 
done!

Room 14 Phoenix Crane  

Brandyn 
Snashall

For their amazing dedication to our ‘Books Alive’ entry for #FTLOR week. You really went above and beyond for your 
class and we appreciate your incredible artistic skills.  
For being a helpful and bubbly class member. Thank you for your awesome photography work for Te wiki o te reo 
Māori.

Room 15 Donna Kim 
Daniel Kilkolly

For being an altruistic student - a behaviour so rare in someone her age! We are very lucky to have her in Room 15. 
For his creativity shown through his writing. He is charming, witty and very clever!
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Science Charlie Hawkins,Lily Warringsholz, Kate Barker, Iris Cairns, 

Zach Walpert, Isla Mclean, Alex Ness, Isabella Watson
Excellence in section 2 of the science programme.

ESOL Jenna Zhang For excellent effort and results on her page for our class Important 
Book.

Food Tech Benji Grenfell, Luther Watkins, George Duffield, Melissa Busch, 
Anna Longley, Iris Cairns, Pippa Priddy, Audry Melhuish, Aimee 
Rumble, Louis Jordain, William Robson, Lily Glancy, Abigail 
Goosen, Megan Maurice

For commitment to the role of food / fabric tech monitor…turning up 
and carrying out duties every week willingly and with a smile.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 16 Lucas Saunders 

Neave Murray 

For being a positive, respectful student. Lucas works cooperatively and collaboratively with others and works 
diligently with his Mathletics homework to develop his skills. Well done Lucas. 
Neave continually displays commitment, enthusiasm, positivity in all areas of the curriculum. She makes the most 
of her opportunities. Congratulations Neave.

Room 17 Maiya Wavish 

Claudia Pearce 

Maiya is consistently hard-working and positive towards her work. She continues to display excellence in all that 
she does and has shown great perseverance throughout the year. Well done Maiya!  
Claudia is a driven, diligent student who strives to produce her best work in all aspects of school. She is respectful 
to her fellow peers as well as the adults around the school. Well done Claudia! 

Room 18 Samuel Bradley 

Phineas Anderson-
Tuck

For fantastic commitment towards his essay on adversity and bravery and producing a brilliant product - awesome 
work Sam! 
For his general positivity and enthusiasm and the creative ideas he contributes to Room 18! We really appreciate 
your unique contributions Phineas!

Room 19 Ewan Ronald 
Amalea Mitchell

For consistently displaying the school value of respect to his teachers and peers. 
For being a proactive and self-motivated learner. Your positive attitude towards learning is exemplary!

Room 20 Mikaylah Devlin 

Barney Gould 

For being an amazing student who always puts in an outstanding effort to all she does. Mikaylah you should be 
proud of your achievements this year. 
For always demonstrating maturity and sensitivity, and displaying a heightened level of emotional intelligence. A 
true leader who can always be relied upon to consider others.

School News

Check out our new website!

If you haven’t already seen our new website, go check it out now at www.belmontint.school.nz! We have made the website 
more user friendly with improvements to the website’s aesthetics, simplifying our content and easier navigation. 

https://belmontint.school.nz/
https://belmontint.school.nz/
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BIS Speech Finals 
We held our Annual Speech Finals on Thursday 17 September. It was a little different this year as the finalists had the extra 
challenge of delivering their speeches to an empty hall, beamed to the classrooms via Zoom. The speech topics were varied 
and engaging and our judges were challenged to decide on the top three. Congratulations to all of the finalists and to the top 
three students. Rose and Kaia now progress on to the Rotary Speech Competition held on 21 October. Good luck girls! 
Thank you to our three judges; Warren Christie, Anne Paterson and Greg Watson. 

Finalists: 
Orla Langdon (Refugees), Ryo Tanaka-Avers (How harsh social media is), Jayda-Belle Stirling (Memory), Harry Brown (Why 
you should take more risks), Finn Steckler (Why BIS should have long pants) 

Top Three: 
1st - Rose Judson Room 8 (Embarrassment) 
2nd - Kaia Schneebeli Room 16 (Why 'because' isn't an answer) 
3rd - William Robson Room 3 (Don't judge a book by it's cover) 

Finn Steckler, Harry Brown, Jayda-Belle Stirling, Orla Langdon, Mr Hill, Kaia Schneebeli, Ryo Tanaka-Avers, William Robson, Rose Judson

Miss Doherty, William Robson, Kaia Schneebeli, Mrs Paterson, Rose Judson
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BIS ‘Academia-thon’ 2020 
For the past few years the students at BIS have participated in a ‘Knowledge-athon’ to raise funds for our school through 
the PTA. This year, we are rebranding the fundraiser to be named ‘Academia-thon’.  

The questions will be directly linked to our specialist studies, so that the students can have a good knowledge of the basics 
in these subjects before they go to high school, as well as have some fun challenging themselves to comprehend this 
knowledge.  

The students will be competing for the class who gets as close as possible to 100% accuracy. All money raised for this 
fundraiser will contribute towards a range of specialist equipment and resources, such as musical instruments and a new 
art kiln.  

At the end of term, the students will be given sponsor forms attached to an envelope with their initial score for the pretest. 
They will have the holidays to learn and revise the remainder of the questions in the Academia-thon. In term four, the 
students will be retested in a quiz style and then once all results are completed, the students will begin collecting their 
sponsor money. 

We would like to thank you in advance for any contributions you can make to this year's fundraiser. 

Dance Workshop 
The BIS Hip Hop Crew were lucky enough to have Emma from Neverland Studios come in and teach us a hip hop dance and 
improve our isolation skills. We spent two hours dancing on Wednesday afternoon 16th September. She showed us some 
isolation warm ups that would improve our body movements. Emma was super motivating and definitely helpful to the 
crew. Thank you Emma for teaching us some more skills.  

by Harmony Brooke Wilson-Ngata and Reese Thomas 

Orchestra News 
The orchestra had a long awaited practice on Thursday, 24 September as Auckland was once again at Level 2. Photos were 
also taken for the yearbook. 
We are hopeful that the group will be able to attend a free Kiwi Capers concert on Wednesday, 28 October, Covid level 
permitting. The Auckland Philharmonia will pay for the bus and all orchestra students are most welcome to attend. The 
concert will be held in the Aotea Centre and starts at 1pm. If Auckland has not returned to Covid Level 1 by that date there is 
a plan to livestream the concert. In that case we will view the concert at school. 
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EPro8 
This term we literally just managed to squeeze through a series of teams for the EPro8 
Competition. Each team had just three days to use the EPro8 science and engineering 
equipment to create a moving structure. They also had to create a video of the 
structure in action and write a report with examples of the maths, science and 
engineering components. All of this was completed without any support from adults. 
The challenges incorporate engineering, science, electronics, mathematics and 
problem solving.  They are all designed to be rewarding and visually stunning. The 
challenge involved the use of life sized props and equipment. 

The following students have produced some remarkable inventions. We wish all teams 
the very best of luck in the Auckland Competition: 
Leonardo Bacchus, Samuel O'Brien, Kieran Weaver and Phineas Anderson-Tuck  
Pippa Laing, Tyla Talbot, Natasha Busch and Abigail Goosen 
Mia Kennedy, Lana Mourad and Enzo Haggitt 
Tamara Ibarraran-Hetz, Isla Cutts, Jessica Parker and Isobel Johnson 
Audrey Melhuish, Matilda Edwards, Aidan Clarke and Andre Smirnov 
George Spooner, Matt Van der Veer, Samuel Friedberg and Daniel Wang 

             Isla Cutts, Isobel Johnson,  
Jessica Parker and Tamara Ibarraran-Hetz

Abigail Goosen, Pippa Liang, Natasha Busch and Tyla Talbot

Keiran Weaver, Phineas Anderson-Tuck, Samuel O’Brien  
                        and Leonardo Bacchus Mia Kennedy and Lana Mourad (+ Enzo Haggit - not pictured)
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School Information and Requests

Garden to Table 
The BIS Garden Club is happy to take any donations of New World ‘Little Garden’ plants, grown or ungrown. Please bring 
any donations to Mr Ferguson in the Hard Tech room which will be gratefully received. 

Updating Changes of Contact Details 
It is vitally important that we have the most up to date information, so if any of you or your child’s contact details change, 
please email Maggie McIlroy at office@belmontint.school.nz directly with the particular change.

Belmont Intermediate School  
School Board of Trustees Election 
Nominations are open for the election of two parent representatives to the board of trustees. 

All eligible voters will receive a nomination form via email and a notice calling for nominations on 
Wednesday, 14 October – you can use this form to nominate yourself or someone in your community. If  
you need more nomination forms, contact the school office. 

Nominations close at noon on Wednesday, 4 November. You may provide a signed candidate statement 
and photograph with your nomination. 

The electoral roll is held at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours. 

As nominations are received, there will be a list of candidates’ names kept at the school up until election 
day, which you can view.   

Voting closes at 4pm on Monday, December 7. 

Trudy Byrne 
Returning Officer 

mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
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Community News

Annual Shore to Shore Run 
The annual Shore to Shore event that was postponed 
in April has been rescheduled for Sunday, 8 
November.  It would be great to get as many 
students, teachers, parents and families as possible 
entering this annual fun run/ walk - and the good 
thing is that it starts right here on our doorstep! The 
start is at Takapuna Grammar and it runs along 
Takapuna and Milford beaches ending at Milford 
Reserve. There are non-timed and timed entry 
options - you can choose either but there is an extra 
cost for the timing chip. Remember to click on 
Belmont Intermediate when you enter. 
For more information and to register go 
to: shoretoshore.co.nz 

North Shore Cricket Club has lots of options 
for Intermediate aged cricket players this 
summer.  
There are game options on Saturdays, 
Tuesdays or Thursdays. Games on Tuesday 
and Thursday are played locally so you don't 
have to tackle Lake Road! For midweek social 
you can get together your own team of 6 
friends, no gear needed, we supply it all. 
Any questions contact Tendai at 
www.administration@northshorecricket.co.nz  

http://shoretoshore.co.nz/
http://shoretoshore.co.nz/
mailto:www.administration@northshorecricket.co.nz
mailto:www.administration@northshorecricket.co.nz
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Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information. Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on songs and music you want 
to do as part of lesson content. There are also opportunities to play with other students on organised 'Jam Days' that are 
included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or 
GUITAR Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots 
available on weekday mornings 
at Belmont Intermediate for all of these 
instruments! AJ helps his students 
achieve their full potential in their 
bands and Grade examinations, as well 
as broadening their musical experience 
and abilities. Slots very limited, to book 
lessons and get in touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call 
02102314586  

DEVONPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL
is 150 this year!

Reunion celebrations will be held  
on Saturday 14th November 2020

If you are interested in attending the reunion  
please email 150@devonport.school.nz.

Also join our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
 @150 years of Devonport Primary School

Have a story, or two, to share about the school?   
We are creating a publication  

and would appreciate your contributions and assistance: 
photos / anecdotes / quotes / memoirs / past school events. 

Or would you like to help with research?  
Please email: 150@devonport.school.nz   

or call Emma on  021 486 628 

http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
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