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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

It is amazing to realise we are in week 8 of term 3. It has been a very strange year so far, but I must commend our students and staff on making school 
as normal as possible under the current restrictions. 

The class speeches have been completed - what an amazing high standard our students have set for themselves. The confidence and determination 
shown by every student in delivering their speeches is a true credit to their teachers and to themselves. The team speech finals take place this week and 
the school final next week - although these will be done following level 2.5 restrictions - technology will again support the sharing of these via zoom. 

Wandering around the school hearing students playing sport, seeing them in their classrooms engaging in their learning is a real boost. Last week we 
had #FTLOR Week (For The Love Of Reading). This annual event, organised by Mrs Winslade and Miss Doherty, was thoroughly amazing. Hearing 
students talk about reading and watching the enthusiasm of them taking part in the daily and weekly competitions was fantastic. Thanks Angela and 
Brooke and all the teachers and students for making this a memorable week. We look forward to the ‘Books Alive’ picture book competition results next 
week.  

If you have not already received the news, our fantastic new website is now up and running. Visit us at www.belmontint.school.nz 

Next week is Wiki o te Reo Māori (Māori Language Week). Thanks to Caitlin McKeown we are well prepared with activities for our students and their 
whanau to be involved in. The Maori Language Commission has redesigned Māori Language Week hikoi this year to enable New Zealanders to come 
together to celebrate te reo Māori despite the current situation. The Commission’s goal is to get at least 1 million people speaking, singing and 
celebrating te reo at the same time in an unprecedented Māori Language Moment for Māori Language Week 2020. This is going to happen on Monday 14 
September at 12 noon - the same time that 48 years ago 30,000 signatures were delivered to Parliament to safeguard the Reo Māori.  Will you be able to 
do this with us? We hope so. 

We are hoping that we will be in a reduced lockdown at the next Government announcement and then we can resume full activities at school. Until then 
as always, we hope our community stays healthy and enjoys the arrival of spring. 

After the March lockdown we reviewed our Distance Learning programme, then implemented the recommendations from that review when we went 
into the second lockdown last month. We would now like to hear from you. Please take 5-10 minutes to complete this Google Form, thank you in 
advance for your feedback.  

Just prior to the second lockdown, the following students were awarded a Principal’s Certificate, which they were given retrospectively this week; 
Amelia Peacocke, Pippa Lynch-Blosse, Charlie Hawkins, William Mason, Lucy Lumsden, Charlotte Crotty, Peri Alexander, Luca James, Fletcher 
Norgrove, Harry Prinsep, Tamara Ibarraran-Hetz, Lana Mourad and Hugo Chapman. 

Finally, congratulations to the students who received a Principal’s Certificate this week; Eva Smith, Olive Upston, Leon Crooks, Nathan Fry, Charlie Tallon, 
Isla McLean, Juliette Skerten, Bianka Maclaren, Lynnah Yun, Tane Westbrook, Henry Wilson-Telfer, Oliver Moy, Jessica Parker and Chloe Pezaro. 

Nga mihi nui 
Anne Paterson 

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Jenna Zhang 

Yinan Deng
For being brave and delivering an impressive speech in English. Well done! 
For being brave and delivering an impressive speech in English. Well done!

Room 2 Benjamin Grenfell 

Luna Kim 

For showing positivity and responsibility during distance learning, checking in with me regularly and reflecting on his 
learning daily. Well done, Benji! Keep it up.  
For working incredibly hard and improving her English skills tremendously compared to the start of the year. Also for 
having the courage to present her speech in front of the whole class. Well done, Luna! I am so proud of you.  

Room 3 William Robson  

Jayda-Belle Stirling 

For delivering an excellent speech during English. Your confidence and expression was outstanding. Keep up the amazing 
work, William!  
For delivering an amazing speech during English. Jayda-Belle, I absolutely loved how creative and entertaining your 
speech was. Keep up the incredible work! 

Room 4 Toby Mansell 

Nathaniel Lee 

For his amazing consistent hard work during the speech writing process. Your hard work paid off and your speech was 
fantastic. Well done Toby, keep up the excellent work! 
For your constant enthusiasm for learning and exceptional effort. You are learning to become such an independent 
learner. Amazing work Nathaniel!

Room 21 Molly Talbot 
Jessie Hitchens

For being a wonderfully supportive member of the Room 21 community and for her dedication as Class Captain. 
For always persevering and seeing tasks to completion.

Room 5 Aidan Dibble 

Hunter Curran 

For being a conscientious and determined student. He has shown incredible perseverance and determination to succeed, 
and he does so with pride and a positive attitude. He is a wonderful role model for his peers. 
For demonstrating a wonderful work ethic and for her creative flair she brings to her work! Hunter gets on with her tasks, 
delivers it to a good standard and always remaining calm and pleasant, no matter what the situation.

Room 6 Liam Jenkins 
Ursula Begg

For displaying a positive and curious attitude towards algebra, and a willingness to take risks by testing out theories. 
For displaying a love of reading throughout the year and being a self directed learner.

Room 7 Nicole Lee 
Hasuni Mitani 

For her continuous positivity, enthusiasm and kindness she demonstrates at all times in Room 7. Well done, Nicole! 
For always demonstrating integrity in the classroom and consistently pursuing personal excellence. Awesome work, 
Hasune!

Room 8 Mitsuki Onda 

Rose Judson 

For presenting a fantastic speech in front of the class. Despite her nerves, she showed us just how capable she is in so 
many areas. Well done Mitsuki, keep up the great work. 
For showing excellence and dedication in her speech writing and courage in her delivery. Rose worked incredibly hard 
during the writing process and used all the tools she has learnt this year to produce outstanding work.

Room 9 Belle Burch 
Keelan James 

For showing self-direction in her learning to produce a descriptive and exciting ‘Sucked into a story,’ story.  
For demonstrating a focused and determined attitude to learning and strong organisational skills. Keep up the great work, 
Keelan!

Room 10 Caspian Shepherd 

Ruby Barton-Hills 

For his increasing independence and enthusiasm towards his schoolwork. Caspian worked consistently and diligently 
during distance learning. Keep it up, Caspian! 
For her progress with regards to becoming a self-directed and independent learner. Ruby is striving for excellence and 
she takes pride in each task she undertakes. Well done, Ruby!

Room 11 Otis Hopwood 

Stirling Hall 

For always being polite, fun, and considerate. Thank you for being such a joy in our class, Otis; we appreciate you 
immensely! 
For his thought-provoking and informative speech, as well as for being a respectful and mature member of Room 11. We 
are lucky to have you in our class.

Room 12 Elliot Irving 
Keira Penny 

Presenting an amazing speech in the class speech competition. Really proud of your efforts Elliot. 
Overcoming her fears in presenting a very mature and relative topic in her speech competition. You have come a long way 
Keira. 

Room 13 Lachlan Russell 
Ella Fawcett-
Grubner

For his exceptional effort with meeting deadlines, and his organisation around his speech. Great planning Lachlan! 
For having the courage to get up and deliver her speech in front of the class with such confidence.

Room 14 Liana Gueorguieva  

Zaharia Napier 

For always showing courage and giving things a go! Excellent work this week, getting involved in P.E, presenting your 
speech and displaying all school values.  
For showing courage and excellence when writing and presenting your speech! Fantastic work Zaharia!

Room 15 Finn Steckler 
Frida Besier

For presenting their speeches with passion and enthusiasm. Both students’ speeches were well-structured, containing 
persuasive language. They are well deserving of representing Room 15 at the team Motuihe Final. 

Room 16 Kaia Schneebelli 

Riley Scott

For an excellent presentation of your speech. Very creative, well structured, entertaining and delivered with enthusiasm. 
For her thoughtful written language and positive attitude in class. 
For an excellent speech presentation and the effort with writing and delivery. An entertaining and informative speech.
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Mon, 14 September - Sun, 20 September Wiki o te Reo Māori (Māori Language Week)

Monday, 22 September BOT Meeting, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Friday, 25 September Term 3 Ends

Monday, 12 October Term 4 Begins

Specialist Merit Mentions
Languages Ivy Dustin, Nathan Davies, Oskar Fichter, Fletcher Gulik, Molly 

Taurere, Brooklyn Horne, Toby Kulak, Elsie Parley, Adeline Lee, 
Charlotte Crotty, Emilia Dallimore, Anna Longley, Marley 
Mackrill, Julia Sjaarda, Bella Leibovici, Leo Hobson

For getting Excellence in the cultural French assessment.

Science Sofie Perkinson,Lily Warringsholz, Kate Barker, Iris Cairns, 
Zach Walpert, Gabriella Day, Rose Judson, Ashlee Bourke

Excellence in Section 1 of the science programme.

Visual Art Hugo Chapman, Felix Baker, Pippa Laing, Antoni Ivanovski, 
Mikaylah Devlin, Trinity McAlpine, Charlotte Grainger, MacK 
Loretz, Beatrice Dalimore, Rosie Butcher

For demonstrating creativity and excellence in their clay sculpture.

Music Anahera Petera, Harmony Wilson-Ngata, Hannah Zwart, Frida 
Besier, Amy McKenzie,Harry Prinsep,Kita Weir,Hannah 
Williamson, Neave Murray, Sienna Hawkes

For being a self directed learner who produced an excellent quality of 
work during lockdown.

Food Tech Edward Lim, Theo Wilkins, Sabrina Li, Jack Gillbanks, Leila 
Ison, Asha Edwards, Gracie Cullen, William Mason, Oliver 
Glackin, Rafferty Clayton, Will Westgate, Oliver Moy

ESOL Mini Peng For her excellent enthusiasm in general, and her warm welcome of 
our new student during lockdown and once back at school!

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 17 Ryo Tanaka-Avers 

Zara Ahmed/Isla 
Cutts  

For a compelling and well-presented speech. You chose a topic which you are clearly passionate about. Well done 
and congratulations for making it into the school finals.  
For being voted as Class Captain and Vice Captain respectively. You created compelling speeches and clearly 
enthused your peers to vote for you. You both display the school values beautifully everyday and are great role 
models for your peers. 

Room 18 Aidan Clarke 
Aimee Rumball

For constructing fantastic speeches with interesting and engaging content and putting great effort into your 
deliveries - well done!

Room 19 Zoe Evans 
Ethan Cash

For their exceptional effort with speeches and making the Rangitoto Team Final. Well done and good luck!

Room 20 Eva McLean 

Mirabelle Holmes

For delivering an outstanding speech which captivated the audience’s attention. You demonstrated excellent public 
speaking skills Eva. 
For making outstanding progress in mathematics by demonstrating a hard working diligent attitude.

Netsafe LIVE Event 
Online safety for parents and whānau is more important than ever. 
As young people and children begin to spend more time online, it’s 
important that parents support them to build their knowledge of the 
online environment and to develop emotional and social capabilities 
to help them make safe and responsible choices when they are 
online. 
Join Netsafe's Education Advisor Pauline as she unpacks the risks, 
challenges and opportunities of digital technology, and the practical 
ways we can all help young people to be safe online. 
To register, follow the link below – places are limited so secure your 
ticket now. 
ht tps://www.eventbri te .co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-
tickets-115139302754
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School News
Check out our new website!

After months of hard work and dedication we were delighted to launch our newly redesigned website on 4 September 2020. 
We have made the website more user friendly with improvements to the website’s aesthetics, simplifying our content and 
easier navigation. Explore the site to learn more about the new features and changes we have made. Visit us at 
www.belmontint.school.nz. 

#FTLOR (For the Love of Reading) Week 
Celebrating all things reading was an exciting way to come back to school after lockdown! Last week was #FTLOR (For The 
Love Of Reading) Week. This was a great time for everyone to get involved in some fun activities and win some cool prizes. 

On Monday, Tuesday and Thursday last week we were digitally visited by three authors. The first, Sarah Ell, who writes both 
non-fiction and fiction books including, ‘When the War Came Home’ and her new novel, ‘Lost Wonders.’ She talked about 
how she became an author and also spoke about her life as an author including aspects of what she enjoys and what she 
finds challenging as a writer. It was great to hear her stories about her own experiences at BIS as she was a former pupil of 
our school. The uniform has certainly improved since then!  

We were also visited by David Riley, another NZ author who talked about how important books are and how they can change 
your life. He gave examples by telling interesting stories about kids who didn’t read but turned out really smart or famous, 
like Steven Adams. His presentation was very inspiring. 

Weng Wai Chan, a New Zealand author of Singaporean heritage, told us many stories about her childhood and how it 
inspired her new novel, Lizard’s Tale, which is set in Singapore in World War Two. She also discussed her life as an author 
and showed us old comics and books she used to, (and still does) love to read.   

The BIS LIT Lit Quiz, presented via Zoom, was a challenging quiz about book knowledge created by this year’s Kids’ Lit Quiz 
team. Every class picked a category that they would earn double points on. Categories included: Islands; Movie Adaptations; 
Name That Author; Felines, and Comics. Each round was Zoomed into classes and they would send their answers to the BIS 
Lit Quiz team, who marked and recorded the scores. The winners of the quiz were Room 10, who came first, and Room 13, a 
very close second. 

Another fun activity during #FTLOR week was an Extreme Reading competition. As you can see from the photos, students, 
(and teachers) took pictures of themselves reading in extreme places, such as in a tree, or on a boat. Students voted on 
which teacher entry they liked best. The winners of the teachers’ competition were Mr and Mrs Vallender, Room 8 and 
Room 12. 

‘Books Alive!’ was a collaborative competition where classes had to recreate pages from a picture book. They have been 
dressing up in costumes and making props to ensure their photos are authentic to the illustrations of their chosen 
children’s book. The prize is a mufti day for the winning class with the closest representation and all classes will vote on 
their favourite finalist. Winners will be announced next week.  

https://belmontint.school.nz/
https://belmontint.school.nz/
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“Books Alive” Competition Entry by Room 14

#FTLOR Week Wrap Up in Pictures

Reading Bingo was a fun challenge which students could do at home and at school. Students completed twenty minute 
reading tasks set out in the form of a BINGO board. The aim was to complete a row or a whole board. This encouraged a lot 
of different reading, such as: reading a book that your parents loved as a child; reading in a blanket fort; reading a recipe 
and making it; reading outside; reading a comic etc… 

Many children have enjoyed filling up their Hell Pizza Reading Challenge wheels. Once seven ability-appropriate novels 
have been read, students may exchange their pizza wheel for a real 333 pizza at Hell Pizza stores, up until January 2021. 

#FTLOR week was a fun seven days for all students of BIS to get involved in reading and enjoy fun challenges and activities 
with their class and teachers. We had a great time and look forward to next year’s #FTLOR week. Many thanks to Miss 
Doherty and Mrs Winslade for organising the activities and thank you to the classroom teachers for fully embracing the 
spirit of the week and having your classrooms overrun with props, books and costumes! 

By Gracie Cullen, Janek Wakuluk, and Ziron Su
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“Books Alive” Competition Entry by Room 9
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“Extreme Reading” Competition entries

“Read Around the World” by Room 17
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(Mrs Norwell)

(The Vallenders)
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Wiki o te Reo 
The revival and celebration of the Māori Language is so important. It is said that 
Māori arrived in New Zealand in several waves of canoe voyages somewhere 
between 1320 and 1350, 517 years later The Native Schools Act of 1867 came in. 
It demanded the punishment for school children speaking Māori, seeking to 
secure the future dominance of English. 120 years later and only 33 years from 
today te reo Māori was recognised as an official language.  
 
“Strength for an endangered language comes from its status, people being 
aware of how to support revitalisation, people acquiring and using it and from 
the language having the right words and terms to be used well for any 
purpose."  

Next week to honour te wiki o te reo Māori we have a range of cross-curricular 
activities that celebrate the language. This year we have gathered and created 
these activities to build upon our new te reo language and culture lessons that 
have been administered in classrooms this year. Some of our learning 
experiences include making kowhaiwhai patterns using geometrical processes 
and algebraic equations, understanding pūrākau - myths and legends and 
learning more about cultural practices through games and creative activities.  
  
He puna wai, He puna kai, He puna reo, He puna ora, Ita-a-ita!  
Like food and water is sustenance for the body, language is sustenance for your culture, without it, the culture would die.  

BIS ‘Academia-thon’ 2020 
For the past few years the students at BIS have participated in a ‘Knowledge-athon’ to raise funds for our school through 
the PTA. This year, we are rebranding the fundraiser to be named ‘Academia-thon’.  

The questions will be directly linked to our specialist studies, so that the students can have a good knowledge of the basics 
in these subjects before they go to high school, as well as have some fun challenging themselves to comprehend this 
knowledge.  

The students will be competing for the class who gets as close as possible to 100% accuracy. All money raised for this 
fundraiser will contribute towards a range of specialist equipment and resources, such as musical instruments and a new 
art kiln.  

At the end of term, the students will be given sponsor forms attached to an envelope with their initial score for the pretest. 
They will have the holidays to learn and revise the remainder of the questions in the Academia-thon. In term four, the 
students will be retested in a quiz style and then once all results are completed, the students will begin collecting their 
sponsor money. 

We would like to thank you in advance for any contributions you can make to this year's fundraiser. 
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Community News

Student Success Outside of School
More Accordion Success for Andre! 
Andre Smirnov from Room 18, took part in the Australian International Accordion Championships that were held online due 
to travel restrictions. There were 139 competitors from China, Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Hungary, Austria, Taiwan, UK, USA, Slovakia, New Zealand and Australia. Andre competed in the 12 years and 
Under category representing New Zealand and received a Silver Certificate for his performance. It was his first 
International Championship Event, unfortunately online due to COVID. Well done, Andre!

Tuesday, 1 September 2020 

To our Auckland whānau 

This letter is to inform you about the service delivery for the Children’s Community Dental Service (Auckland Regional 
Dental Service). 

During Level 3, there were national restrictions on the health services able to be offered to minimise the risk of 
spreading COVID-19. This included restrictions on routine dental treatments and check-ups. Because of this, we have 
now commenced our COVID-19 Recovery Plan. This means we need to firstly offer appointments to children who have 
been identified as requiring treatment and those waiting the longest for their routine examination. We also offer an 
acute service for any child who is experiencing dental pain. In addition, during the transition to Level 2 there may be 
some restrictions in the range of dental treatments that we are able to provide. 

We apologise in advance for the delays this will cause for some children who are due a routine check-up. Please be 
assured that we will contact you as soon as we are able to offer your child an appointment with our service. 

In the meantime, if your child is in pain or you have immediate concerns with their teeth, please phone 0800 TALK 
TEETH (0800-8255-83384). Our staff will be available to discuss your concerns with you directly, and will offer your 
child an appointment if required. 

For more information as well as our top tips for keeping your child’s smile bright, please search ‘ARDS’ on the 
Waitematā DHB website – www.waitematadhb.govt.nz. 

Annual Shore to Shore Run 
The annual Shore to Shore event that was postponed in April has been rescheduled for Sunday, 8 November.  It would be 
great to get as many students, teachers, parents and families as possible entering this annual fun run/ walk - and the good 
thing is that it starts right here on our doorstep! The start is at Takapuna Grammar and it runs along Takapuna and Milford 
beaches ending at Milford Reserve. There are non-timed and timed entry options - you can choose either but there is an extra 
cost for the timing chip. Remember to click on Belmont Intermediate when you enter. 
For more information and to register go to: shoretoshore.co.nz 

http://shoretoshore.co.nz/
http://shoretoshore.co.nz/
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Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums 
and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new 
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on songs and 
music you want to do as part of lesson content. There are also 
opportunities to play with other students on organised 'Jam 
Days' that are included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on weekday mornings 
at Belmont Intermediate for all of 
these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full 
potential in their bands and Grade 
examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical 
experience and abilities. Slots very limited, to book lessons and 
get in touch please visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call 
02102314586  

DEVONPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL
is 150 this year!

Reunion celebrations will be held  
on Saturday 14th November 2020

If you are interested in attending the reunion  
please email 150@devonport.school.nz.

Also join our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
 @150 years of Devonport Primary School

Have a story, or two, to share about the school?   
We are creating a publication  

and would appreciate your contributions and assistance: 
photos / anecdotes / quotes / memoirs / past school events. 

Or would you like to help with research?  
Please email: 150@devonport.school.nz   

or call Emma on  021 486 628 

http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
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