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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

The major focus on this week’s newsletter is on #FTLOR (For the Love of Reading). Mrs Winslade and Miss Doherty have worked 
hard during lockdown and have put together an engaging, creative and varied week for our students as they transition back to 
school. We have a number of competitions on the go, art based activities and Zoom meetings with three authors. The main purpose 
of the week is to foster a love of reading. To that end we will be reducing the use of devices in the classroom. I am sure you will be 
supportive of this step. Could I ask that you inquire into the week with your child/ren and actively promote and participate as best 
you can. 

Over the course of the next two weeks we will be holding class, team and school speech finals. I want to congratulate each and 
every student for writing and preparing their speech. For some students this is not their favourite activity, however, like Cross 
Country it is about doing your best and giving it a go. I look forward to hearing the finalists in a few weeks time. 

The latest edition of the Flagstaff has showcased our approach to writing over the last several years. The article reinforces our 
approach to ensuring that we do the basics well at Belmont Intermediate School. It also highlights the importance of focused 
professional development over time and the impact that this has on outcomes for students. My thanks to our Deputy Principal, 
Claire Janes and our teaching staff for their collective efforts in this space and their drive to continually improve as educators. 

Finally, should any parents have concerns about their child’s return to school, please email the classroom teacher. It is important 
that we are made aware of any concerns so that we can support our students as they transition back to school. We have all 
experienced a hard year. Our young people are always in my thoughts and I look forward to welcoming them back and ensuring that 
our environment is calm, welcoming and nurturing to all.  
  
Kia kaha 

 

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education

 

Nick Hill 
Principal

http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
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http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 George Kalupahana  

Tamsin Wilson
For his amazing effort and focus during his work in lockdown.  
For her focus in maths zoom meetings to understand the new concepts. 

Room 2 Henry Havea-Tuitupou 
Hunter Pedersen  

For his incredible independence and quality of work during distance learning. Henry, I am so proud of you!  
For striving to improve and always reaching out and wanting feedback on your learning. You have come so far 
this year, and lockdown definitely did not stand in your way! I am proud to be your teacher.

Room 3 Amy Sathiah  

Flynn Lane 

For being a kind and caring classmate. Amy, you have a heart full of gold and it has been such a pleasure to 
teach you this year. Thank you for always putting a smile on my face. Keep shining!  
For a great start towards his distance learning. Well done Flynn for working towards your goals. You have been 
a star this week, and should be very proud of your efforts. You are a joy to have in the classroom, and always 
think of others. Keep up the great effort. I am so proud of you!  

Room 4 Alyssa Fellingham 

Ethan Pearce 

Alyssa, you always put a smile on my face each day with your wonderful sense of humour, creative ideas and 
hard work. The effort you put into all your work both at school and during lockdown is an inspiration.  
Ethan, I am so proud of how well you have settled into Room 4 this term. You always complete your work in a 
calm manner and your manners are impeccable. You have made a superb effort to communicate with your new 
classmates. Well done Ethan, keep it up!

Room 21 Lachie Convery 
-Oxnam 
Milla Rodrigues-Birch 

For his effort and enthusiasm for distance learning and for always being a supportive classmate to everyone in 
Room 21. 
For her persistence and determination to improve her maths. The effort you put into your learning is 
outstanding Milla, I’m so proud of you!

Room 5 Sam McCarthy 

Molly Taurere

For demonstrating excellent self-direction in his learning by always meeting deadlines and ensuring he 
achieves set success criteria. Well done, Sam! 
For her excellent attitude and enthusiasm towards her learning. Keep it up, Molly!

Room 6 Mia Ohlin 

Rylen Elston 

For her dedication towards online learning. Mia always tries her hardest to complete work to the best of her 
ability. She is a self-directed learner and uses her initiative to present her learning creatively. Keep up the 
wonderful effort Mia. 
For his engagement in online learning. Rylen has put a lot of effort into online maths workshops and completing 
his speech. Keep up the super effort Rylen.

Room 7 Patrick Green 

Aksel Hopkins 

For his continued dedication, enthusiasm and drive towards his distance learning programme. Your self 
motivation is admirable and you should be very proud of your efforts. 
For demonstrating positivity, direction and humour throughout our distance learning programme. Thank you for 
your hard work and completion of tasks, Aksel! 

Room 8 George Gaskin 

Ethan Wall 

George has shown great dedication and diligence to school this term, despite being away, as well as always 
having a positive attitude and a smile on his face. Well done, George. 
Ethan has shown continued progress, especially in maths, this term. I look forward to seeing this continue in all 
areas, Ethan. Well done.

Room 9 Iris Cairns 

Lucien Traxler 

For demonstrating strong leadership skills throughout distance learning. Iris demonstrates creativity, critical 
thinking and in-depth understanding in her learning. You have a great work ethic, Iris!  
Lucien has been working hard on becoming a self-directed learner by fully engaging in distance learning tasks, 
completing these on time and to a pleasing standard. Keep up the great effort, Lucien!

Room 10 Emily Brunton 

Marine Carle

For her engagement and dedication to her work during distance learning. Emily completes all daily tasks with 
precision and pride. She is an enthusiastic and cheerful member of Room 10. Well done, Emily.  
For her outstanding work ethic and her determination to succeed in every task she undertakes. Marine 
regularly seeks feedback and she enjoys challenging herself to achieve excellence in all curriculum areas. I am 
so proud of you, Marine! 

Room 11 Ari Hoang 

Joshua Glackin 

For working so methodically on her speech and for the enthusiasm she has shown in inquiry this term. Your 
knowledge is so appreciated, Ari. 
For bringing a positive energy to the class every single day. We are so lucky to have a friendly and fun 
classmate like you in Room 11, Josh!

Room 12 Luke Powell 

George Langley 

Taking accountability over his learning by being engaged and applying himself daily when faced with 
challenging tasks.  
For prioritising himself in making sure that his tasks are complete and effort has been applied in his distant 
learning. 

Room 13 Grayson Walker 

Tyla Talbot 

For his diligence and self management around his distance learning. Grayson has attended all meetings, kept 
ahead with his tasks and really pushed himself to achieve personal excellence across all curriculum areas. 
For her phenomenal reading responses during distance learning. Tyla you take care with your work and always 
ensure that you consistently deliver work of a high standard, well done! 
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Languages Adeline Lee, Matthew Kirk, Pippa Lynch-Blosse, Maxine 

Williams, Oskar Fichter, Rafferty Clayton, Emilia Dallimore, 
Anna Longley, Juliette Skerten, Tiare Franciscus, Lily Glancy, 
Julia Sjaarda, Molly Talbot, Sammie Knight, Holly Shipkov, Ollie 
Moy

For completing to an excellent standard all the online activities. 

Science Ashlee Bourke, Rosara Davis, Seif Ali, Max Zollner, Sophia 
Twine, Phoebe Smith, Oscar Beech, Isaac Bullians, Flynn Profit, 
Pippa Priddy, Zach Walpert, Brad Perry, Emily Cowan, Laura 
Mackenzie, Ethan Curson,, Marine Carle, Lilly Warringsholz, 
Kate Barker 

Chloe Conroy

Excellent standard of work presented during the second lockdown. 

For making the effort to complete the solubility activity as explained.

Music Halena Kearns, Liam Lawrence, Piper Lodge, Qixuan Liang, 
Chloe Mc Cutcheon, Samuel O’Brien, Holly Sherlock, Ava 
McCrory, Lana Mourad, Claudia Pearce, Joey Senior

For being highly self-directed learners and producing top quality work 
during the second lockdown.

Food Tech Sammie Knight, Nathan Davies, Fletcher Gulik,Kanza Lalani, 
Ava Fitzgerald, Julia Sjaarda, Adeline Lee, Elsie Parley, Ziron 
Su, Sebastian Johnson, Felix Warringsholz 

For their diligence and self-management around distance learning, 
completing the work set and cooking lovely treats for their households.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 14 Callum Woodley 

Jorgia Adams  

For adapting quickly to our distance learning program, resiliently managing his time efficiently with integrity and 
completing his work with excellence. Thank you Callum! 
For adapting quickly to a new distance learning program, managing her time efficiently completing tasks with 
creativity and excellence. Awesome work Jorgia, thank you!

Room 15 Lilah Furlong 

HongLi Oon 

For her resilience and self-management. Lilah has switched into 'Distance Learning Mode' seamlessly, 
completing all work and attending all meetings. Way to go, Lilah! 
For his kindness and consideration during Distance Learning. HongLi checks in with his friends and his teachers 
too! Thank you, HongLi.

Room 16 April Liang 

Adam Nichols 

Excellent positive attitude, commitment and diligence to her learning. For her thoughtful creative writing and 
always attending meetings and for her positive contributions. 
For his excellent effort with  written language. For taking a positive approach to his learning in mathematics and 
being a respectful and helpful student.

Room 17 Jessica Parker 

Edward Zhang 

Jess displays the school values through excellence in her work as well as her level of integrity and maturity. She 
has continued to focus on her learning through Distance Learning. Well done Jess.  
Edward is a kind-hearted, hard-working student who always strives for his best. He is caring and considerate to 
his fellow classmates and continues to display humility at all times. Well done Edward. 

Room 18 Aimee Rumball 

Andre Smirnov 

For excellent dedication and engagement learning from home and producing fantastic written pieces - great 
work Amy! 
For consistently great engagement and contributions to lessons throughout all of home learning. Awesome job 
Andre!

Room 19 Katelyn McDonald 

Summer Lear

For her incredible independence and self-management during distance learning. Katelyn remains motivated and 
dedicated to her learning and displays excellent accountability for her work. 
For her positive shift in mindset towards learning. I have noticed a big change in you, Summer! Keep it up!

Room 20 Kaitlyn Darroch 

Eva Houtwipper 

For demonstrating a positive, mature and self directed attitude during distance learning, and for turning up every 
morning with a smile on her face. Well done Kaitlyn 
For always striving to achieve personal excellence in all that she does. For demonstrating a desire to learn and 
improve. You should be very proud of your achievement this year Eva. Keep up the awesome attitude.
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#FTLOR - For the Love Of Reading 2020 - Book Week -  
Monday 31 August - Friday 4th September 2020 

Our return to school will coincide with our annual celebration of all things reading! We have an 
action-packed week of activities, competitions and guest speakers. Due to Covid restrictions, 
we will host our visiting authors directly to our classrooms via Zoom meetings. On Monday, we 
are welcoming Sarah Ell, author of junior fiction and nonfiction, who is also an ex pupil of 
Belmont Intermediate. ‘Reading Warrior’ David Riley, who is an award winning author will be 
joining us on Tuesday, and Weng Wai Chan will speak to us on Thursday about her debut novel, 
‘Lizard's Tale’ set in Singapore pre WW2. We are looking forward to being inspired and 
educated by these amazing authors.  

In addition to these exciting authors, we have many competitions running to foster a love of 
reading and increase enthusiasm about books. Some of these awesome competitions 
include: Reading Bingo; ‘Spot the Book’ every morning; ‘Eye’ Spy’ book covers; a LIT lit quiz 
based on a variety of novels; re-imagining a book cover; ‘Stop, Drop and Listen’ and ‘Books 
Alive,’ where classes will reenact their favourite picture book to make it come to life.

https://www.read-nz.org/writer/ell-sarah/
https://readingwarrior.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/44889692-lizard-s-tale
https://www.read-nz.org/writer/ell-sarah/
https://readingwarrior.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/44889692-lizard-s-tale
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The ‘Extreme Reading’ photo competition involves students (and 
teachers) taking a photo of themselves reading somewhere extreme! 
Bonus points if the book they are reading links to the activity in their 
photo. A winner will be announced each day of #FTLOR Week. Below 
is an example of an extreme teacher entry, from Mrs Bianca Steyn 
(Room 2 teacher). How talented is that?! 

This year, we will also take part in the Hell Pizza Reading Challenge. 
Students are encouraged to read books to receive a stamp on their 
pizza wheel. Once they have achieved seven stamps, they can redeem 
their wheel for a 333 size pizza from Hell Pizza any time up to January 
2021. See the next page for more information.

BIS is very fortunate to have the support of ‘The 
Booklover’ store, for our annual #FTLOR week. This 
lovely store is located in the heart of Milford and 
stocks popular books for all age groups. Originally, 
we were going to have a physical book stall set up 
in our library for students to buy books, but we have 
now shifted this to online sales. Click here for The 
Booklover’s top 10 books for our BIS literacy week, 
and purchasing details.

Unfortunately, we have had to postpone our annual Book Character dress up day, Revolving 
Read and Book Tasting event until term 4 due to COVID restrictions. These two events will be 
confirmed later in the year and communicated to you all. 

We are very excited about our annual #FTLOR Week, despite a few adaptations this year. Thank 
you to all staff for your support in making this event so successful for our students. Look out 
for more photos showing the fun we had during #FTLOR Week in our next newsletter. 

“Reading gives us someplace to go, when we have to stay where we are.’  
- Mason Cooley 

Brooke Doherty and Ange Winslade.

https://mailchi.mp/147c48cd8132/belmont-book-week
https://mailchi.mp/147c48cd8132/belmont-book-week
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Music Update 
BIS Orchestra 
Our 34 musicians are making excellent progress. Currently we are polishing the title theme from ‘Star Wars’, ‘No Matter 
What’ by Boyzone and learning a new piece ‘Into the West’ from ‘Lord of the Rings’. This piece has been especially arranged 
for our orchestra by Ryan Youens who is associated with the APO (Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra). We are also fortunate 
to have assistance again from Jenny Raven who is a percussionist with the APO. Jenny helps all our percussionists to 
confidently play their parts. The orchestra accompanies the school’s singing of the National Anthem and the school song at 
fortnightly assemblies and is looking forward to performing at the Term 4 Concert Evening on Thursday, 12 November at 
7pm.  

Extension Music at TGS in 2021 
I have been in contact with Lauren Raby (HOD Music at TGS) regarding music classes for able musicians in Year 9 next year. 
Her advice is this. “9MUE is for any student who can already play an instrument. If they were to take the 9MUS course, they 
would be learning basic note reading and basic guitar/ piano skills. I know there are students in Year 8 who already read 
music and would suggest that they enrol for 9MUE”.
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School Information and Requests
Tuesday, 18 August 2020  

To our Auckland whānau  

With the change in COVID-19 alert levels to Level 3 across the Auckland region, the wellbeing of our community is paramount. 
Practicing guidelines set jointly by the Ministry of Health and Dental Council of New Zealand state that all routine dental 
treatment should be postponed.  

Therefore, the Children’s Community Dental Service (Auckland Regional Dental Service) is only able to provide urgent and 
emergency dental care to children, once the child’s condition has been assessed by a dental clinician over the phone.  

The Dental Council of New Zealand has further advised that if a child’s dental condition can be accurately diagnosed and 
effectively managed without needing to see the child in-person, then that is best. This means the child’s dental condition may 
be able to be managed with medication alone.  

From 12 August 2020, we will have seven essential dental care clinics open across Auckland (please find the list below). 
Opening hours are Monday-Friday, 8am-4.30pm.  
Silverdale 09 426 8470 ARDS.Silverdale@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Glenfield Intermediate 09 444 6160 ARDS.GlenfieldIntermediate@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Henderson Intermediate 09 838 9571 ARDS.HendersonIntermediate@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Point England 09 570 4309 ARDS.PointEngland@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Browns Road, Manurewa 09 264 0047 ARDS.BrownsRoad@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Buckland Road, Mangere 09 442 7208 ARDS.BucklandRoad@waitematadhb.govt.nz  
Pukekohe Intermediate 09 237 1070 ARDS.PukekoheIntermediate@waitematadhb.govt.nz  

If your child is in pain or you have concerns about their teeth, please phone the nearest clinic to you from the list provided 
above. Our dental clinicians will be available to discuss your concerns with you and to make a plan for your child.  

If you need to contact a health professional outside our operating hours, please phone Healthline on 0800 611 116. We kindly 
request you do not present to the clinic unless you have phoned the clinic and have been offered an appointment.  

Please note that we are required to ask COVID-19 pre-screening questions prior to all children and their whānau attending an 
appointment in our dental clinics.  

Please review our website for further updates to our service delivery: http://www.waitematadhb.govt.nz/hospitals-clinics/
clinics-services/dental-oral-health/  

Thank you for your continued support, The Children’s Community Dental Service.

It's time to celebrate Dads - and how better 
than to get them something a little different! 

Place an order with ezlunch for delivery from  Monday 31 
August - Friday 4 September and be in the draw to WIN! 
 
Winner will be drawn on Friday 4 September and notified by email. Go to www.mykindo.co.nz to start 
ordering. 

EZ Lunch

https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a81-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a82-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a85-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a81-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a82-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
https://mailer.zohoinsights.com/ocgeturl/2d6f.327230a?l=363e7a85-e65e-11ea-b8b9-525400b2e5bb&m=3567a280-e65e-11ea-9f2e-525400f0258a&h=1cd23728508d882126f50d1e7b23d9ca07312de21e43557b8cd521f9e27fe249
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Community News

DEVONPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL
is 150 this year!

Reunion celebrations will be held on Saturday 14th November 2020

If you are interested in attending the reunion please email 150@devonport.school.nz.

Also join our Facebook page to keep up to date: @150 years of Devonport Primary School

Have a story, or two, to share about the school?   
We are creating a publication and would appreciate your contributions and assistance: photos / anecdotes / quotes / 

memoirs / past school events.

 
Or would you like to help with research? Please email: 150@devonport.school.nz   

or call Emma on  021 486 628 

Netsafe LIVE Event 
Online safety for parents and whānau is more important than ever. 
As young people and children begin to spend more time online, it’s 
important that parents support them to build their knowledge of the 
online environment and to develop emotional and social capabilities 
to help them make safe and responsible choices when they are 
online. 
Join Netsafe's Education Advisor Pauline as she unpacks the risks, 
challenges and opportunities of digital technology, and the practical 
ways we can all help young people to be safe online. 
To register, follow the link below – places are limited so secure your 
ticket now. 
ht tps://www.eventbri te .co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-
tickets-115139302754

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
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Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums 
and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new 
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on songs and 
music you want to do as part of lesson content. There are also 
opportunities to play with other students on organised 'Jam 
Days' that are included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on weekday mornings 
at Belmont Intermediate for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their bands and Grade 
examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical 
experience and abilities. Slots very 
limited, to book lessons and get in 
touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or 
call 02102314586  

http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
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