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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

First and foremost I am thinking of our BIS community during this difficult and unsettling time. I trust that you and your families are 
safe in your bubble and navigating distance learning to the best of your ability. Thank you for your response to my letter on Tuesday 
night. A number of families accessed classrooms to gather books and resources the next day. I continue to appreciate your support, 
cooperation and patience. We will get through this. 

Based on the Prime Minister’s announcement this evening we will be continuing Distance Learning until we are informed of a date 
when we are able to safely return to school.  

In terms of device issuing, we are preparing for this over the weekend. Should your child require a school owned device please 
complete the form by clicking here: Device Request Form. Families will be able to collect their school owned device between 9am 
and 11.30am on Monday morning. This process will be contactless, please wear a mask and bring your own pen to sign for the 
device. A reminder to all parents that the content and websites used on school owned computers are tracked and traced through 
our servers and firewall. School owned devices are not to be used by other family members. 

Contact tracing QR codes are now available to use at three points within the school; front office, sports office and the LSC. It is timely 
to remind anyone who is visiting the school that they must sign in at the front office or use the QR code. We would also prefer people 
to be wearing masks when coming onsite. Physical distancing of 2m should also be observed.  

I would like to publicly thank and acknowledge our dedicated and professional teaching staff for adapting and moving quickly into 
distance learning mode. My team always put their students first and will continue to provide engaging programs for your children. 
During our staff Zoom session on Wednesday, our team were confident and clear on what needed to be done and were keen to 
connect with their respective classes. I am proud to lead them.  

A reminder that Distance Learning is optional for our students. We will not be pressuring students to engage however, it is in their 
best interests to connect with their teacher and classmates from a pastoral care and well being perspective. This is equally 
important to the learning that will take place.

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday 17 August BOT Meeting, 6:30pm held via Zoom

Tuesday 18 August ICAS Science - POSTPONED
Friday 21 August Teacher Only Day - School closed for instruction - TBC
Monday 24 August ICAS Digital Technologies - POSTPONED
Thursday 27 August ICAS English (Please Note: Amended Date) - TBC
Thursday 27 August BIS Speech Finals - TBC
Friday 28 August Daffodil Day - Class Captains selling Daffodils for The Cancer Society - TBC
Mon 31 August - Fri 4 September #FTLOR Book Week 2020 - TBC
Tuesday 1 September 2021 Online Enrolment Closes

Tuesday 1 September ICAS Mathematics -TBC
Wednesday 2 September ICAS Spelling Bee - TBC 
Wednesday 9 September Wig Wednesday Mufti Day for Child Cancer Foundation - TBC

Kia Kaha 

 

Nick Hill 
Principal

All of our students have started the process of preparing for their class speeches. This process is a key focus for all our learners to 
start Term 3. The ability to plan, craft, write and deliver a speech is a skill that we believe is extremely important and one that all our 
students are approaching with a huge degree of effort. I look forward to listening to our finalists at some stage in the coming weeks. 
Our teachers will be providing plenty of resources, templates and models to assist with this process. Our oldest daughter is also 
going through this process so my teaching skills will be tested! 
  
We had a great turn out from parents at our recent Student Learning Conferences, with over 90% of parents and caregivers attending. I 
have asked our teachers to ensure that they follow up on any actions from the conferences this week. As always I welcome your 
feedback on the conference process and the structure and content of our report. Please feel free to email me with comments 
regarding ways in which we can improve this process. 
  
Following on from the fantastic individual achievements at our Cross Country Zone Day, Belmont Intermediate took out the top school 
in all four age group/ gender categories. This is the first time in history that this has been achieved by the school. A huge well done to 
all the runners who contributed to this.  
 
Finally, and as I reiterated in my letter on Tuesday night, we will continue to do our best, guide our young people, listen, be patient and 
think of others. Being humble and modelling those behaviours is key. As a parent as well, I encourage you to go easy on yourself, 
connect with loved ones, friends and colleagues. As always should you or your children require anything at all please don’t hesitate to 
reach out via email or phone.
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Sam Herron 

Iani Paulet
For giving a new book series a go and really enjoying them. Well done Sam  for sticking at it.  
For making an improvement in his basic facts tests. Well done Iani keep it up.

Room 2 Lewis Said 

Gabriella Day 

For working enthusiastically in maths and continuously asking for feedback and attempting challenging work with 
a growth mindset. Keep it up, Lewis!  
For her big heart, always showing the school value of humility and being kind and friendly to everyone she meets. 
I am so proud of you and it is such a privilege to see you shine in Room 2 every day. Gabbi, you make my heart 
smile every day.

Room 3 Zoe Meyer  

Rhys Honiss 

For being an enthusiastic member of the class. Zoe has great energy, comes to school with a positive attitude 
every day and is kind to all of her peers. Keep up the fantastic work, Zoe!  
For always aspiring to the best he can be at all times. Rhys, you are such a kind and caring classmate. You strive 
to put in 100% in all that you do. Keep up the amazing work! 

Room 4 Stella Mckenzie 

Leo Hobson 

For always being a ray of sunshine in Room 4. Stella, your hardwork and wonderful personality shine through 
each day. I am so proud to have you in my class. Well done Stella! 
For being such a wonderful sports leader and always showing wonderful manners, hardwork and dedication to 
every aspect of school life. You are an asset to Room 4. Keep up the amazing work Leo!

Room 21 Aidan Faulke 
Austin Hui

For his impressive thinking and the enthusiasm he displays for all maths problem solving activities.  
For his positive attitude towards his learning and for the effort he is putting into participating in all class activities.

Room 5 Aidan Dibble 

Jacinda Gatman

For significantly improving his self-organisation and time management skills. Keep up the great work you are 
doing! 
For consistently remaining focussed on all set tasks and completing these to a high standard. Well done, Jacinda!

Room 6 Charlie Tallon 

Leah Wakuluk 

For applying considerate effort and concentration while working in collaboration with his maths group to complete 
problem solving activities. Keep up the excellent effort Charlie. 
For dedication towards her learning across the curriculum and for displaying the characteristics of a global citizen 
- care, respect and responsibility. Keep up the fantastic effort Leah.

Room 7 Samuel Thomas 

Archie 
Sommerville-Ryan

For being a kind, considerate and positive student of Room 7 all year. Best of luck on your new journey, Sam. We 
will miss you so much!  
For demonstrating resilience, courage and positivity at all times, especially during some challenges he has faced. 
Very proud of you, Archie! 

Room 8 Alex Clayton 

Freddie Fox 

For showing incredible strength, excellence and determination in both, school cross-country and cross-country 
zone day. You can be incredibly proud of your achievement, Alex. 
For showing great courage in both the school and zone-day cross country. Despite your nerves, you excelled and 
you can be very proud of yourself, Freddie. 

Room 9 Kate Barker 
Pippa Priddy

For her outstanding effort and commitment to learning in all subject areas. Thank you, Kate! 
For the excellent depth of thinking shown in her static image and written explanation.

Room 10 Edie Warman- 
Clough 
Munahid Shah

For her dedication to her work at school while putting hours into her dancing behind the scenes. Well done Edie.  

For his impeccable manners and remarkable improvement in becoming a self-directed learner. 

Room 11 Seth Ward 
Andy Shi 

For a positive, respectful, and friendly attitude in class. Room 11 is so lucky to have you, Seth! 
For settling into BIS so well. We have really loved having your friendly and kind nature in Room 11. Well done, 
Andy!

Room 12 Josh Poppelwell  
Ava Miller

For showing the value of being humble by staying true to himself and using his skills to help others. 
For striving for excellence and challenging herself in wanting to build on her skills daily.

Room 13 Enzo Haggitt 
Harvey Trembath

For his outstanding effort and attitude to his learning in all areas of the curriculum. Well done Enzo! 
For his diligence and perseverance when writing his speech. I can’t wait for you to share it with us Harvey.

Room 14 Kahuao Hall 
Huxley Macdiarmid 

For showing leadership, courage and humility inside the classroom and in Kapa Haka, well done Kahuao.  
For showing dedication and perseverance when writing his speech. Excellent work Huxley! 

Room 15 Altay Logan-Erdi 

Maya Menon

For his valued contributions to class discussions and fantastic time-management, getting set tasks completed on 
time. Keep up the great work, Altay! 
For gaining confidence in class by sharing her thoughts and opinions. She is a dedicated worker, always wanting 
to learn more. Nice going, Maya!
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Languages Maxine Williams, Juliette Skerten, Sabrina Li, Holly Shipkov, 

Lewis Said, Kirk Matthew, Archie Somerville-Ryan, Julia 
Sjaarda, Leah Wakuluk

For their creative title page

Science Te Aira McKenzie- Berryman, Stella McKenzie, Lucien Traxler Excellence in science- Section 1

Visual Art Lilah Furlong, Nina Sinclair, Philip Huang, Aria Henderson, 
Eden Gibbes, Luke Allen, Isaiah Blanchette-Matthews, Ava 
Conaghan, Nicole Zhao, Isobel Johnston, 

Great effort in creating clay sculptures

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 16 Poppy Mules 

George Read

For taking pride in the presentation of her work and for the consistent effort Poppy is making with her math and 
written language. For showing a positive attitude in class. 
For his helpful and respectful attitude and for the effort he has made with the preparation and delivery of his 
speech.

Room 17 Claudia Pearce 

Molly Walker 

Claudia is a hard-working, driven student who always strives to be the best she can. Recently, Claudia put herself 
forward to be a Rangitoto Rangatira and was successful. Claudia’s integrity and all-round fantastic attitude to 
school and all it has to offer has also been noticed by other teachers. Well done Claudia, keep up the great work.  
Molly has been working very hard on her speech and her writer's purpose work in reading, and both of these work 
concordantly. I am looking forward to hearing her speech be projected to the class. Well done, Molly.

Room 18 Manu Fabres-Bofill 

Sarah Mosley

For putting great focus and engagement into his learning, particularly with recent speech writing and mathematics. 
Keep it up Manu! 
For great engagement in lessons and contributing her ideas during  discussions

Room 19 Jack Salter 

Ethan Cash

Jack can always put a smile on the faces of his classmates and teacher, while remaining respectful and humble at 
all times. 
For his incredible effort and displaying true excellence in both school cross country and the cross country zone day.

Room 20 Isaiah Blanchette- 
Matthews 
Myeongseong  Seo 

For putting in a tremendous effort in class and for being respectful and responsible in class. Keep it up Isaiah. I am 
proud of you. 
For an outstanding attitude in class, and for always putting in a tremendous effort to all that he does. Patrick you 
should be very proud at how you have adjusted to your new classroom and how quickly you are progressing. Well 
done

Netsafe LIVE Event 
Online safety for parents and whānau is more important than ever. 
As young people and children begin to spend more time online, it’s 
important that parents support them to build their knowledge of the 
online environment and to develop emotional and social capabilities 
to help them make safe and responsible choices when they are 
online. 
Join Netsafe's Education Advisor Pauline as she unpacks the risks, 
challenges and opportunities of digital technology, and the practical 
ways we can all help young people to be safe online. 
To register, follow the link below – places are limited so secure your 
ticket now. 
ht tps://www.eventbri te .co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-
tickets-115139302754

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/netsafe-parent-evening-tickets-115139302754
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In Mrs Larissa Johnson we have a passionate, creative and talented educator who is at the top of her game. She has over 
15 years experience in teaching emerging adolescents and is able to get the best out of a wide range of abilities. The art in 
our shared spaces, classrooms, hall, foyer and the Principal’s office is testament to this. Please read further to get a sense 
of what Larissa and her students are achieving together. 

Year 7 students have completed a 2D artwork using mixed media and a 3D sculpture using construction methods, recycled 
materials and papier mâché. We have a variety of different artworks on display in the hall, hall foyer and in the main 
office, using a wide range of artists as inspiration. You are most welcome to visit the school to see the student’s work. 

Currently, Year 8 students are creating a tile and sculpture in clay, developing their skills using it. They have the choice of 
five different topics for their large clay sculptures. They will explore different painting techniques with their 2D focus.  

Our art extension students have been working on a variety of projects, both 2D and 3D. They were able to choose from 
several options and some students are working in pairs to develop their artworks. We have sculptures, paintings, shoe 
sculptures and a mural to name a few. The upcoming competition is for Year of the Rat, where we get a judge from TGS to 
mark the artworks. There will also be a themed shoe competition.  

Every year, some of our most accomplished artist’s 
work is selected to be displayed at the In2Art Exhibition. 
This commences on Saturday, 12 September and runs 
until Sunday 27, September at the Mairangi Bay Arts 
Centre and showcases outstanding artworks from a 
range of North Shore Intermediates. Students are also 
selected to exhibit their work at the Auckland Middle 
Schools Art Exhibition, which runs from Saturday, 24 
October to Sunday, November 1 at the Silo Theatre and 
shows high level art from intermediate school from 
across the Auckland region. 

Visual Art at Belmont Intermediate

Sam Frazerhurst Room 3 Matthew Kirk Room 2 

Leticija Saltis Room 5
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Henry Havea Room 2

Rose Judson Room 8

Henry Telfer Room 9

Lucy Stuart Room 4
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Nanae Sato-Nates Room 5

Molly Talbot Room 21

Bella Leibovici Room 2

Molly Taurere Room 5
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Some clay monsters in the process of drying before being painted 
(above). Room 14 hard at work on their clay sculptures (below).
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Sports News
North Harbour Cross Country Zone Day 
It was close to a clean sweep for BIS at last week’s Cross Country Zone Day, winning Year 7 Girls, Year 7 Boys and Year 8 
Boys, with top places of 6th and 9th in the Year 8 Girls. Well done to the whole team of 40 who competed under clear blue 
skies at Sanders Reserve, Paremoremo. The top 8 Belmont runners in each category now progress on to the Auckland 
Cross Country Champs at the beginning of September. Our thanks to Alice Browning and Kelly Vallender for organising our 
runners for the day. Click here to view the photos of the day. 

Following on from the fantastic individual achievements at the Zone Day, the team results were reported that Belmont took 
out the top school in all four age group/ gender categories. This is the first time in history that this has been achieved by the 
school. A huge well done to all the runners who contributed to this.  

Year 7 Girls   Year 7 Boys   Year 8 Girls   Year 8 Boys 
1st - Asha Edwards  1st - Harry Shannon  6th - Piper Lodge  1st - Dominic Cook 
3rd - Nova Powles  4th - Alex Clayton  9th - Isla Cutts 
8th - Jessica Donnelly  5th - Harry Brown 
    10th - Axel Healy 

40-Strong Belmont Cross Country Zone Day 

Well done to the top finishers in their category (named above)

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ze896xdDscsAnT3v7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ze896xdDscsAnT3v7
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Mountain Biking Trophy Winners 
Congratulations to Harry Shannon (left), Luka den Breems (middle) 
and Nathan Davies (right), who won the Auckland Intermediate 
Schools Mountain Bike Relay Race at Woodhill last Sunday. An 
amazing team effort, well done boys.  

They also placed 5th overall in the U16 category too which is an 
amazing accomplishment – against all the male, mixed and female 
U16 teams across Auckland! 

The boys also competed in the Individual race, their results were: 
U13 Boys Individual Race: Harry placed 6th and Nathan placed 8th.  
U14 Boys Individual Race: Luka placed 10th. 

Music News 
BIS Orchestra 
Our 34 musicians are making excellent progress. Currently we are polishing the title theme from ‘Star Wars’, ‘No Matter 
What’ by Boyzone and learning a new piece ‘Into the West’ from ‘Lord of the Rings’. This piece has been especially arranged 
for our orchestra by Ryan Youens who is associated with the APO (Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra). We are also fortunate 
to have assistance again from Jenny Raven who is a percussionist with the APO. Jenny helps all our percussionists to 
confidently play their parts. The orchestra accompanies the school’s singing of the National Anthem and the school song at 
fortnightly assemblies and is looking forward to performing at the Term 4 Concert Evening on Thursday, 12 November at 
7pm.  

BIS Idol 
This exciting annual competition will be held in the last two weeks of this term with the heats in Week 9 (September 14 -18) 
and the final at a whole school assembly on Thursday, 24 September at 2pm. Teachers will judge the heats in the music 
room at lunchtimes and outside judges will judge the final. Entry forms are available on the music room door. Entries close 
on Wednesday, 9 September. 

Extension Music at TGS in 2021 
I have been in contact with Lauren Raby (HOD Music at TGS) regarding music classes for able musicians in Year 9 next year. 
Her advice is this. “9MUE is for any student who can already play an instrument. If they were to take the 9MUS course, they 
would be learning basic note reading and basic guitar/ piano skills. I know there are students in Year 8 who already read 
music and would suggest that they enrol for 9MUE”.
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Community News

DEVONPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL
is 150 this year!

Reunion celebrations will be held  
on Saturday 14th November 2020

If you are interested in attending the reunion  
please email 150@devonport.school.nz.

Also join our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
 @150 years of Devonport Primary School

Have a story, or two, to share about the school?   
We are creating a publication  

and would appreciate your contributions and assistance: 
photos / anecdotes / quotes / memoirs / past school events. 

Or would you like to help with research?  
Please email: 150@devonport.school.nz   

or call Emma on  021 486 628 

mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
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Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums 
and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new 
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on songs and 
music you want to do as part of lesson content. There are also 
opportunities to play with other students on organised 'Jam 
Days' that are included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on weekday mornings 
at Belmont Intermediate for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their bands and Grade 
examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical 
experience and abilities. Slots very 
limited, to book lessons and get in 
touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or 
call 02102314586  

http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/

