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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 

Last week’s inaugural exchange with Takapuna Normal Intermediate was a raging success with all our athletes enjoying the 
opportunity to play competitive sport for their school. With our students being cheered on by their family and peers, we managed 
to win the exchange 10 points to 12. My thanks to Alice Browning and a large number of our teaching staff for preparing and 
coaching our teams on the day. 

Continuing with a sporting theme, congratulations to Miss Loader and Room 19 who took out the first Staff v Students sporting 
clash of the year on Wednesday. Non-Stop Cricket was the game and Room 19 scored 46 runs with the teachers losing by 1. The 
staff are looking forward to the Football match that will take place next term.

There is a teacher only day scheduled for Friday 21 August. This replaces the planned TOD that was due to take place on 5 June. 
Our staff will be working with renowned Maths expert Lucie Cheeseman as we look to strengthen our approach to teaching 
mathematics across the school. Authority for such days is derived from the accord between the teacher unions and the Ministry 
of Education. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday this week, we hosted the bi-annual Science Roadshow, which as always, was a great success. It 
aims to showcase different areas of science; this year focused on geology and physics, to engage our learners in practical large-
scale, hands-on experiments that they may not otherwise experience in a school environment. The Roadshow team present their 
show in a fun, engaging way that intends to further inspire some of our learners along a science career path.  

You will receive your child’s mid-year conference report on Friday 31 July. Post lockdown we wanted to focus on our core 
business of teaching and learning and not rush the reporting process. As a result the report will differ slightly from previous 
years, whilst continuing to focus on the progress and achievement of your child in reading, writing and mathematics. There is 
also a continued focus on Goal Setting. The report will include a general comment on your child’s ability to display our core 
values and core competencies. Due to Covid-19 and the disruption to our students' education, our intent is to celebrate each 
child’s achievements this year, while also focusing their attention on setting achievable goals for Terms 3 and 4. This document 
has been a collaboration between teacher and student, therefore, we encourage you to bring your child to the conference in Week 
3, where the report will be discussed further. You will also receive a specialist report via email. This report will provide 
information about the specialist programmes that your child has completed so far in 2020. Grades will only appear for the 
specialist areas that your child has completed. The other specialist subjects will be graded on your child’s end of year report. 

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education
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Nga mihi nui 

 

Nick Hill 
Principal

Conferences will be held on Wednesday 5 August (1:45pm to 7.30 pm) and Thursday 6 August (3:45 pm to 7:15pm). The 
student conferences will be 14 minutes long with a one minute change over time. To book your appointment, click on School 
Interviews  and use parent access code: v9bmw. Please note: School will close early at 1:00pm on Wednesday 5 August. 
If you require your child to stay at school until 3pm, supervision in the library will be provided. Please email the school office 
office@belmontint.school.nz if your child is staying at school until 3pm on Wednesday 5 August.  

Congratulations to the following students who received Principal’s Certificates at yesterday’s Formal Assembly; Harsh Patel, 
Anna Signal, Nathan Davies, Indy McCarthy, Marley Mackrill, Samuel O’Brien, Remy McClellan, Jessica Beattie, Raiha 
Jeory-Reynolds, Mikaylah Devlin and Jessie Hitchens. 

As we break up today, this is the last newsletter of the term. I would like to wish all our families a happy and safe holiday 
break. We look forward to seeing all our students back at school to start Term 3 on Monday 20 July. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Alex Craig 

Ashlee Bourke
For an amazing week full of focus and hard work. Well done Alex! 
For always being a ray of sunshine in the class. She consistently is showing humility, integrity and excellence. 

Room 2 Alex Lord 
Lewis Said

For writing detailed and honest reflections about your learning journey to help you achieve your best potential. Well done Alex!  
For continuing to ask for feedback in maths and asking questions when you have doubt about something. Well done Lewis. Keep 
on asking!

Room 3 Sam Frazerhurst 

Portia Swan  

For never failing to put a smile on anyone’s face. Sam, your happy and positive nature makes coming to school such a joy. You are 
an asset to Room 3 and overall a delight to teach. Keep up the amazing work! 
For always being a kind classmate and applying herself across all subjects. You are so hard working Portia and should be very 
proud of yourself. Well done and keep up the fantastic work! 

Room 4 Drew Cotter 

Dean Lim 

Drew, your kindness towards others is an inspiration, you always put others first and show great respect to those around you. 
Your happiness and enthusiasm for learning is wonderful to see. Drew, you are a delight to have in Room 4. Keep up the amazing 
work! 
Dean I am so proud of you for reading in English with your group for the first time this week. You are learning to interact more 
with those around you and gaining the confidence to speak aloud in English. Well done Dean!

Room 5 Nanae Sato-Nates 
Ethan Clifton

For displaying an openness and willingness to continue extending her learning by asking questions and seeking feedback. 
For his positive attitude towards all his schoolwork this term. He is always considerate of others and can always be relied upon to 
contribute positively to group work.

Room 21 Bella Leibovici 
Marley Taylor

For showing excellence and displaying an outstanding effort in her passion project.  
For making excellent choices in his learning and increasingly showing integrity. Keep up the effort Marley.

Room 6 Tavia Taihia-Crimmins 
Skye Cooper

For being a dedicated learner and always striving for excellence. Keep up the excellent work Tavia. 
For consistently showing commitment towards her learning, and for being a kind and caring friend.

Room 7 Ayla Yildiz 
Sebastien Johnson 

For consistently showing positivity and enthusiasm towards all learning areas. Well done Ayla! 
For demonstrating diligence and dedication to his classroom and lost property job. Keep it up Seb! 

Room 8 Hayden Steele 
Hannah Schmack

For always giving his best work in mathematics and striving to excel in each and every maths task. Well done Hayden. 
For always showing such enthusiasm towards school and her work. A breath of fresh air in Room 8. Keep it up Hannah!

Room 9 Janek Wakuluk 
Gracie Cullen

For his creative and thoughtful responses in class discussions and high level of enthusiasm and interest in our novel study. 
For demonstrating excellent self direction in mathematics and for clearly displaying her data in a series of accurately constructed 
graphs.

Room 10 Caspian Shepherd 
Ava Fitzgerald

For his positive attitude and excellent manners. Caspian is working really hard at achieving his goals in class. I am proud of you! 
For her mature outlook and for being a determined and self-directed learner. Ava is an outstanding role model for her peers. 

Room 11 Leah Harrison-
Kerridge 
Piper Lodge

For her informative presentation that she gave to the class. Thank you for opening our eyes to important topics and going the 
extra mile to deliver your work to us, Leah! 
For her enthusiasm and zest for life. We so appreciate the positivity that you bring to our classroom, Piper!

Room 12 Luke Powell 
Olivia Wilson

For diligently completing tasks and taking risks when faced with challenges. You are doing so well Luke. 
Continuous effort in her academics and her amazing writing skills. Keep up the amazing work Olivia. 

Room 13 William Fleming 

Kaia Tuuta

For being focused and diligent in all curriculum areas. Will has really lifted his standards and strives for excellence in everything 
he does. 
For her determination and tenacity in all areas of the curriculum. She continues to raise the bar and set herself high standards.

Room 14 Carrie Guo 
Jackson Peters  

For producing an outstanding statistical investigation and representing BIS with pride during the TNIS vs BIS sports day.  
For always being polite and friendly to all students and teachers and representing BIS with pride during the TNIS vs BIS sports 
day. 

Room 15 Hyemee Lee 

Matthew Greenslade

For her continued dedication to learning. She has already developed the ability of time-management and will always go the extra 
mile. Keep it up, Hyemee! 
For consistently displaying respect. Matthew is an organised student who is always ready to learn.

Room 16 Jorja Butler 
Riley Scott

For her positive attitude and excellent effort. Jorja is working really hard at achieving her goals in class. Congratulations Jorja. 
For his enthusiasm and dedication he displays in his sporting achievements and for the effort he made with his inquiry 
assignment.
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Friday 3 July Term 2 Ends

Monday 20 July Term 3 Commences

Thursday 23 July PTA Meeting, 7pm in the BIS Staffroom, All Welcome

Friday 24 July School Cross Country, from 11:15am (Save Day Monday 27 July)

Tuesday 28 July 2021 Enrolment Parent Information Evening, BIS Hall 7pm

Monday 3 August 2021 Online Enrolment Opens

Tuesday 4 August Open Day Tour 1 - 11:15am 

Wednesday 5 August Open Day Tour 2 - 9:15am

Wednesday 5 August Student Learning Conferences 1:45pm - 7:30pm - School closes early at 1pm

Thursday 6 August Student Learning Conferences 3:45pm - 7:15pm

Monday 10 August BOT Meeting, 6:30pm in the BIS Boardroom

Friday 21 August Teacher Only Day - School closed for instruction

Mon 31 August - Fri 4 September #FTLOR Book Week 2020

Tuesday 1 September 2021 Online Enrolment Closes

Specialist Merit Mentions
Languages Eva Wang, Nicole Zhao, Phineas Anderson-Tuck, Samuel Bradley, 

Dominic Cook, Oscar Cordner, Matilda Edwards, Ryan Geary-Huang, 
Abigail Goosen, Gemma Shearer, Libby Signal, Roisin Ward

For Excellence in the Language Assessment.

Science Daniel Kilkolly, Luka Den Breems, Aimee Rumball, Andre Smirnov, 
Tamara Ibarraran Hetz, Maiya Wavish, Sam O’Brien

Excellence in the final Science Assessment.

Visual Art Noah Dil, Toby Kulak, Oliver Moy, Felix Johnson, Jack Jones, Toby 
Morrison, Oliver McGhie, Oskar Fichter, Nathan Davies, Georgia Mason 

Great effort in creating 3D sculptures.

Music Freddie Fox, Mackenzie Campbell-Cree, Nathan Fry, Keelan James, 
Rose Judson, Tristan Allemann, Ethan Curson, Milla Rodrigues-Birch 
Patrick Green, Olivia Manning, Alex Ness 

For excellence in the orchestra test.

Food Tech Leah Harrison-Kerridge, Chamonix Brand, Ruby Jacobs, Rosie 
Butcher, Natalia Beard, Fletcher Norgrove, Mikayla Devlin, Eva 
Houtwipper

For the kindness and generosity demonstrated every week, helping and 
supporting others in Food Technology, whilst consistently maintaining work that 
is of a high standard.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 17 Joey Senior  

Mia Kennedy 

For making a concerted effort and improving in all areas. Joey has made sensible choices and it has been praised by multiple 
adults in the school. Keep up the good work!  
Mia consistently puts in maximum effort in every aspect of her schooling. She continues to make great progress and is a valuable 
member of the class. Well done. 

Room 18 Ross Chadwick 
Chloe Choi

For outstanding focus and effort in everything he does - Well done Ross, keep it up! 
For a consistently great attitude towards learning and achieving each day - Awesome work Chloe!

Room 19 Justine Pausch 
Ethan Cash

Justine always strives to complete and present her work to the best of her abilities. Well done Justine! 
Ethan’s focus and work ethic is exemplary - he consistently completes his work above and beyond expectations.

Room 20 Archer Gray 

Cooper Scott 

For putting in a tremendous effort with his Ecosystem Inquiry and for working diligently and responsibly to ensure personal 
excellence is achieved. Well done Archer. A big improvement noticed. 
For being a kind, thoughtful, and considerate member of Room 20 and for always trying his best. Well done Cooper. Keep up the 
great work.
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Sports News
BIS v TNIS Sports Day 
We had a fantastic day last Friday when Takapuna Normal Intermediate School visited Belmont for the day to compete in a 
number of different sporting events. The day was a great success and allowed the students to get involved in some 
competitive sport for the first time since lockdown. Overall the schools were fairly evenly matched although Belmont 
dominated in the girls football, volleyball and the table tennis whilst Takapuna dominated in the rugby, netball and tag 
rugby. It was great to see the boys basketball and the boys football games going down to the final seconds with both games 
finishing with the scores tied.  
Overall Belmont won the day 12 points to 10. Full results of all games are below. We would like to thank TNIS for coming 
and we hope to make this an annual event between the two schools. Photos of the day can be viewed here.

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZZBzFjWP7S6vHrjx9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ZZBzFjWP7S6vHrjx9


[ ]6

School News
2020 ICAS Assessments

We will be participating in the world-renowned ICAS Assessments again this year. ICAS is developed by UNSW Global, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the University of New South Wales, with over 35 years’ experience in educational assessments. 

ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Writing, Spelling and Digital Technologies. 

Each assessment celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition. Every student will 
receive a certificate and an online result report. Top performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special 
award ceremonies to have their academic excellence publicly recognised. 

The assessments are suitable for students wishing to extend themselves academically and take up the personal challenge 
of competing in an international assessment. Your child will be presented with high-quality, expert-developed questions, 
allowing them to apply their learning without the need for prior study or revision. 

ICAS Assessments are now online, a move that reflects a sector-wide transition to computer-based assessment. This 
allows greater accessibility for students and faster delivery of results. The sitting dates are as follows, but this does not 
include writing, which unfortunately is not being conducted this year: 

Entry to these assessments is through the online shop. PLEASE NOTE: All entries and payments must be made by 9am 
Friday 31 July. Any entries received after this date cannot be accepted. Cost is $17 per paper or $85 for the whole package. 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact Claire Janes cjanes@belmontint.school.nz 

NB: There are past papers for practise available in the Resource Room. Students can ask Mrs Riley for the papers they 
would like.

Room 19 supporting BIS from the warmth of their classroom…….

mailto:cjanes@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:cjanes@belmontint.school.nz
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Write That Essay Daily Writing Task Winner 
Well done to George Layburn from Room 20, who won the Nationwide WTE Daily Writing Task with his 
composition below.

Writing Samples from our Students
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Our Planet 

What if the planet hadn’t been cared for 
The memories we made, the memories we shared all 

Had to be killed with a flick of a switch 
We’ll die on our butts, unable to twitch. 

— 
The things in the air will damage our minds 
While oils are carried from under the mines 

We have to cut down on things that we’ve done 
Or our children, and theirs, won’t have any fun 

— 
Rainforests gone, they’ve turned into ash 

When trees that we grew come down with a crash 
Animals we love no longer exist 

And bringing them back is top of our list 
— 

Glaciers gone, replaced by big streams 
We think it’s ok, but it’s worse than it seems 

Life is ending from our toxic embrace 
We’re running away but we started the race 

— 
The atmosphere reflects things we have caused 
But down here, we’re trading talent and flaws 

Our parents keep telling us “reach for the stars” 
… How can we do that without leaving scars 

— 
We may be young, or little in age 

Yet we have the right to be filled with rage 
If you see this, it’s true. Not a story, 

But on behalf of us, I say… 

I’m sorry. 

Environment Poem 
Thank you to Nanae Sato-Nates, Room 5, for this beautiful, thought-provoking poem.
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Science Roadshow 
We had a fantastically, engaging two days at the Science Roadshow, which was 
set up in the BIS Hall. The students who visited thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and learned a lot of fun and interesting lessons in the area of 
Science. The Science Roadshow will be back at BIS in two years time when there 
will be a whole new set of exhibits. 
Thank you to Mrs Revell for organising the Roadshow and giving our students an 
inspiring Science experience!
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Staff v Students Cricket Clash  
In an unpredictable encounter, Room 19 (the champions of the school interclass cricket tournament) battled the talented 
Belmont Intermediate Staff. Room 19 emerged victorious by a narrow margin, defeating the BIS staff by only 1 run. 
Previously, Room 19 had to battle their way to the top, beating other classes in the uncertain competition. Players on both 
teams contributed to the teams runs, everyone giving 100%. 

The staff won the toss, electing to field first. First up to bat was Room 19; Toby Foster stepped up to the challenge. He soon 
retired on a maximum of 10 runs, giving the students a great start. The score was then doubled by Raiha Jeory-Reynolds, 
scoring ten runs and being the second student to retire. The rest of Room 19’s performance was not to everyone’s 
satisfaction. Summer and Holly were both caught out by a diving Miss Milligan, scoring a total of 4 runs between them. The 
rest of the team accumulated a total of 46 runs, having no outs for 0.  

Out in the field, Miss Milligan put up an outstanding effort, catching a total of 4 balls. Mr Vallender - a key player for the 
staff team - bounded up and down the pasture getting the ball back to the bowler as quickly as he could, proving his value. 

Next, the BIS Staff were up to bat. The crowd gained interest and enthusiasm as they watched their teachers step up to the 
wicket. Mr Nichol was up first, scoring 10 runs and retiring. Mr Ferguson - who was supported by the majority of the crowd 
- had an anticlimactic end to his turn with the bat, only banking a single run. The principal of the school, Mr Hill, was out on 
3 runs after being caught by student outfielder Matti Longbottom. Harry Figgins made another catch shortly after. The 
crowd (and fellow teammates) questioned Hill’s choice of formal attire for the match. Did the suit pants and business shoes 
limit his willingness to put his body on the line for the game? The staff walked away with 45 runs, missing out on bragging 
rights for the term. 

In an after match discussion, Room 19 teacher, Miss Loader said that “Mr Nichols was the true dark horse for the staff 
team. His ability to keep calm and collected allowed him to put up a strong fight and get some points on the board for us.” 

After a hard fought battle for pride and bragging rights, Room 19 emerged victorious. Many catches were made, many 
catches were dropped, but in the end, both teams walked away smiling. 

By Harry Figgins & Ethan Cash 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Student Success Outside of School

School Information and Requests

PTA Meeting 
The next PTA meeting will be held on Thursday 23 July at 7pm in BIS Staffroom. All welcome. 

Year 8 Camp 2021 - Request for Assistance 
In preparation for our Year 8 Camp in 2021 we are seeking any spare bamboo poles that you may have hidden away in the 
garage or under the house. We use these as part of our bivvy building activity, and we would gratefully appreciate any 
donations before they end up as kindling or firewood in the winter months. If you are able to assist us with this please 
contact Miss Beazley abeazley@belmontint.school.nz to arrange drop off. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Flexibuzz School App 
Our current school app, Flexibuzz, which we use to send alerts, updates and notifications of school publications, is 
changing to “Flexischools” over the July holidays. This doesn’t effectively change your service, however it does require 
users to download the new app and login, setting up a new password when prompted. More details will follow from 
Flexibuzz directly via the app, including details on how to transfer to the new app. To keep up to date with all of our school 
alerts and news, please ensure you transfer to the new app before the commencement of Term 3 to avoid a gap in your 
service.

Takapuna Grammar Open Day

Takapuna Harriers Athletic Club 2019/ 2020 Prizegivng - BIS Student Winners 
Congratulations to the following students: 
Isla Cutts - Club record for the 2000m 
Josh Barber - 2nd equal in Field 
Leon Boardman-Hill - 2nd in Track, 2nd in Club Championship night 
Oliver Sara - 1st in Club Championship night, 3rd Overall, 3rd in Track 
Cooper McNaughton - 1st in Track, 2nd equal in Field, 2nd Overall. 

Smokefree Rockquest 2020 
Well done to Chamonix Brand & her sister Nataliya Brand (Branded Pisces) who entered the #smokefreerockquest 2020, 
representing BIS & TGS. Their performance can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spRsMa31gTw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spRsMa31gTw&fbclid=IwAR1a4I4vHZ9wDtFbT9kRB2Vs2c16QL9wCKOwAcvneiLG1foKdErJ-ETgHQ4
mailto:abeazley@belmontint.school.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spRsMa31gTw&fbclid=IwAR1a4I4vHZ9wDtFbT9kRB2Vs2c16QL9wCKOwAcvneiLG1foKdErJ-ETgHQ4
mailto:abeazley@belmontint.school.nz
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Community News

DEVONPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL
is 150 this year!

Reunion celebrations will be held  
on Saturday 14th November 2020

If you are interested in attending the reunion 
please email 150@devonport.school.nz.

Also join our Facebook page to keep up to date: 
 @150 years of Devonport Primary School

Have a story, or two, to share about the school?   
We are creating a publication  

and would appreciate your contributions and assistance: 
photos / anecdotes / quotes / memoirs / past school events. 

Or would you like to help with research? 
Please email: 150@devonport.school.nz   

or call Emma on  021 486 628 

mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/969589056710627/?ref=gs&fref=gs&dti=104887609666091&hc_location=group
mailto:150@devonport.school.nz
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Music Lessons after School: Guitar, Drums 
and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a new 
musical instrument please feel free to contact me, go 
to heathwatsonguitar.com for more information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on songs and 
music you want to do as part of lesson content. There are also 
opportunities to play with other students on organised 'Jam 
Days' that are included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on weekday mornings 
at Belmont Intermediate for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their bands and Grade 
examinations, as well as broadening 
their musical experience and 
abilities. Slots very limited, to book 
lessons and get in touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or 
call 02102314586  

To our Auckland whānau
We would like to extend our gratitude for the support you showed our healthcare workers during 
the COVID-19 lockdown. During this period, there were national restrictions on services able to 
be offered to minimise the risk of spreading COVID-19. This included restrictions on routine 
dental treatments and check-ups.
We kindly request your continual support as we commence our COVID-19 Recovery Plan. For 
the Children’s Community Dental Service (Auckland Regional Dental Service), this means we 
need to firstly offer our dental appointments to children of highest clinical need before routine 
check-ups can be offered.
We apologise in advance for the delays this will cause for children who are due a routine check-
up. Please be assured that we will contact you as soon as we are able to offer your child an 
appointment with our service. If you would like to update your contact details and include an 
email address on your child’s file, please email ARDS@waitematadhb.govt.nz.
In the meantime, if your child is in pain or you have immediate concerns with their teeth, please 
phone your nearest Children’s Community Dental Service clinic or 0800 TALK TEETH. Our staff 
will be available to discuss your concerns with you directly, and will offer your child an 
appointment if required.
For more information as well as our top tips for keeping your child’s smile bright, please visit
ARDS@waitematadhb.govt.nz.

Patsy Prior Dr Kirsten Miller
Operations Manager – ARDS Acting Clinical Director – ARDS
Waitematā DHB Waitematā DHB

http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
mailto:ARDS@waitematadhb.govt.nz
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
mailto:ARDS@waitematadhb.govt.nz

