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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 
 
It was fantastic to see House Sport start again on Wednesday. Our students thoroughly enjoyed competing for their houses and playing a 
number of new games against each other. My thanks to Erin Loader for her continued organisation of PE/ House Sport. 

From a strategic perspective, the key focus and intent of our school has been to build a reputation for the academic rigour we provide our 
students in literacy and mathematics. The following statement comes directly from the Education Pillar of our Strategic Plan: 

“We will strive for personal excellence within an environment that promotes independence and self-regulation. Our curriculum will encourage 
and enable emerging adolescents to reach their potential and follow their passions. We will continue to promote a strong academic focus in the 
school”. 

To that end and for the past three years, our teachers and students have been using Write That Essay (WTE) as a framework for developing 
writing skills, with a particular focus on sentence structure, paragraphing and various forms of transactional writing. I have adopted WTE in the 
Hill household with our 11 year old daughter and she is enjoying the instant feedback she receives. Our teachers continue to participate in 
planned professional learning in groups and individually. Our intent is to provide evidence of how we have progressed both individual students, 
cohorts and year levels, through the use of WTE at the end of the academic year.  

Moving to a mathematics focus, our teaching staff continue to work with renowned mathematics expert Lucie Cheeseman as we look to 
strengthen our school-wide Mathematics programme. The school continues to invest in this approach and has begun using our “Swivl” 
cameras in order to capture best practice lessons that are shared with all our teachers. This initiative emphasises our intent to continually 
improve and focus on core curriculum and academic rigour.  

Could I ask that each family take responsibility for naming their child’s uniform. Large quantities of uniform items, including jackets and shoes 
are being picked up and placed in our lost property cupboard with no name. We have systems in place for returning named gear, however this 
is impossible when items are not named. Furthermore, could I ask for your support in ensuring that your child wears the correct uniform to 
school. Our standards and expectations are clear within our uniform policy that can be accessed through our website. Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 

I am looking forward to our sports exchange with Takapuna Normal Intermediate next Friday. I encourage you to come along and support your 
child and our school. This is our first major event since lockdown and I know the students would welcome your support. More information on 
the times of specific games can be found within this newsletter. 

Finally, congratulations to the following students who received Principal’s Certificates at yesterday’s Formal Assembly; Luiza Grigoryan, 
Gabriella Day, Calliope Bower, Nanae Sato-Nates, Emily Cowan, Felix Warringsholtz , Max Zollner, Holly Shipkov, Madison Horne, K’Mora Katu, 
Charlotte Grainger, Teagan Lang, Michael Saunders and Chloe Harper.

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education

Nga mihi nui 

 

Nick Hill  
Principal
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Sylvia Strong 

Phoebe Smith 

For taking her time to complete an awesome nature mosaic in class. She has paid attention to detail and colour which has paid 
off. Well done Sylvia! 
For her exceptional attention to detail and perfection. Phoebe consistently completes work to a high standard. Well done Phoebe!

Room 2 Olive Upston 

Nikita King  

For facing her fears and challenges head on with a positive attitude, I am proud of you, Olive and I am so grateful to be part of 
your learning and growing journey. 
For continually displaying the school values in and outside the class with your gentle nature and always applying yourself to 
everything you take on. I am so proud of you Nikita! 

Room 3 Oliver Sara 
Zoe Meyer

For always being enthusiastic in his learning and applying himself across all subjects. Keep up the amazing work, Oliver! 
For always contributing great ideas into class discussions. Your commitment and dedication to your learning is fantastic. Well 
done, Zoe! 

Room 4 Daniel Shao 

Marcus Wu 

For demonstrating excellent dedication to learning in all subjects and being a great role model for others in the class. Well done 
Daniel. 
For your consistent hard work in all lessons and for demonstrating all of the BIS values each day. Your wonderful sense of 
humour that you show sometimes through your writing is fantastic. Keep it up Marcus.

Room 5 Nathan Fry 

Fern Humphrey 

For being a consistent and diligent worker who shows respect and integrity both inside and outside of the classroom. Keep up 
the wonderful work you are doing Nathan! 
For her easy going nature and for being such a wonderful asset to our Room 5 class. You have made a fabulous start to your new 
school by demonstrating the BIS values in all aspects of school life. It has been lovely getting to know you Fern. 

Room 21 Toby Morrison 
Hosea Teasia

For the effort and enthusiasm he is putting into his writing tasks. Great work Toby. 
For his strong work ethic across all subjects. Hosea is always considerate of others and contributes positively in all group work. 

Room 6 Lucy Stuart 

Ben Moorby

For demonstrating excellence during independent learning, asking thoughtful questions, and displaying courage to voice her 
opinions. 
For demonstrating diligence and integrity across the curriculum, and for always being respectful and humble.

Room 7 Freddie Cate 
Maggie Johnson 

For demonstrating dedication and excellence in all curriculum areas. Keep it up Freddie! 
For demonstrating maturity and acceptance to all, whilst maintaining her kind nature. Well done Maggie! 

Room 8 Rosara Davis 
Tamsin Reddy

For continually displaying all the school values and for always putting her best efforts into every task. Well done.  
For displaying excellence in everything she does and showing continual enthusiasm towards school.Keep it up!

Room 9 Karl Letica 
Stanley Hollingsworth

For creating an interesting and descriptive narrative including an extended metaphor. 
For producing an informative and thoughtful Powtoon on the history of video games. 

Room 10 Emilia Dallimore 

Daniel Skilton

For settling into BIS seamlessly and for having a positive attitude towards all tasks she undertakes, both inside and outside the 
classroom. I am proud of you, Emilia.  
For being a great friend and for always being willing to lend a helping hand, with a positive attitude and growth mindset. 

Room 11 Svea Sagar 

Rhian Gates

For her incredible artistic skills and wonderful sense of humour. Room 11 appreciates the attractive art that you have produced, 
and we love how you make us laugh, Svea! 
For the deep compassion and empathy she shows towards others. Your heart is pure and your intentions are always well-
meaning; thank you for showing us all what it truly means to care Rhian!

Room 12 Lucy McCann 
Milla Macdonald

Applying herself daily by going out of her comfort zone to better her skills. Keep giving your best Lucy. 
For having an open mindset and showing resilience when faced with challenges and overcoming obstacles. Great job Milla.

Room 13 Joshua Barber 
Taiji Onda

For making a real conscious effort to stay focused, and deliver work of a higher standard in all curriculum areas. 
For making a real effort to practice his oral language skills in all curriculum areas.

Room 14 Kahu Crow 

Eva Wang

For making awesome choices when it comes to his learning, by doing so he has produced some fantastic and creative work. 
Well done Kahu! 
For always showing kindness to everyone in Room 14 and her willingness to always help out wherever she can. Thank you Eva!

Room 15 Ruben Feher-Nates 
Milla Leonard 

For his kindness and generosity. Ruben is always being kind to others and consistently does the right thing.  
For demonstrating the value of 'courage'. Milla has recently been going out of her comfort zone for tasks in the classroom and I 
have loved seeing her progress in this area.

Room 16 Trinity McAlpine 
Andy Yang

For her excellent attitude and positivity to her learning and for her thoughtful and respectful nature. 
For always making an effort in class to develop his writing and reading and for showing respect and humility.
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday 22 June Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Friday 03 July Term 2 Ends

Monday 20 July Term 3 Commences

Thursday 23 July PTA Meeting, 7pm in the BIS Staffroom, All Welcome

Tuesday 28 July 2021 Enrolment Parent Information Evening, BIS Hall 7pm

Monday 03 August 2021 Online Enrolment Opens

Tuesday 04 August Open Day Tour 1 - 11:15am 

Wednesday 05 August Open Day Tour 2 - 9:15am

Tuesday 01 September 2021 Online Enrolment Closes

Specialist Merit Mentions
Languages Ryan Geary-Huang, Martin Cheney, Zara Ahmed, Isobel Johnston, Kaitlyn 

Darroch
Excellence in the Cultural Assessment.

Science Finn Spillane, Megan Maurice, Jessica Parker, George Spooner, Kieran Weaver Excellence in Science.

Visual Art Matthew Kirk, Nanae Sato-Nates, Hunter Curran, Maxine Wiiliams, Ben Moorby, 
Bella Leibovici, Tane Westbrook

Excellence in 2D artworks

Music Aidan Faulke, Milla Rodriguez-Birch, TeAira McKenzie-Berry, Aleisha Patel 

George Kalupahana, Danny Yoon, Nanae Sato Nates, Marley Mackrill, Daniel 
Skilton, Isabella Watson. 

Commitment to learning and an excellent standard of work during 
lockdown. 
100% in the orchestra test. 

Food Tech Morgan Montgomery, Niamh Shanahan, Svea Sagar, Maddie Franklin, Rhian 
Gates, Reese Thomas, Livvie James, Charlotte Grainger, Sienna Hawkes, Roisin 
Ward, Abigail Goosen, Megan Maurice 

For commitment to the role of food tech monitor…turning up and 
carrying out duties every week willingly and with a smile.

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 17 Victoria Kim 

Isobel Johnson

Victoria shows great resilience in her efforts regarding learning English. She is keen to improve and has worked very hard to 
achieve this. Well done Victoria! 
For consistently great work in her literacy. Isobel is very focused and ensures she puts in maximum effort into each task given to 
her, as well as ensuring her books are exquisitely kept. 

Room 18 Ryan Geary-Huang 

Gemma Shearer 

For excellent work habits and putting his very best into all of his learning. Also, for showing impressive introspection and 
creativity in his poetry - keep it up Ryan! 
For fantastic improvement in consistency of effort and focus, and for showing great creativity in her writing recently - well done 
Gemma!

Room 19 Eden Johnson 
Daniel Wang

For displaying more confidence and self belief in the classroom. Keep up the great work Eden! 
For consistently remaining focused on his learning and completing his work with pride and care.

Room 20 Blue Eakin 
Nico Moy 

For putting in an outstanding effort to his maths resulting in awesome progress. Keep it up Blue. 
For being a kind, thoughtful student who shows great empathy for others. Nico can always be relied on to put himself out to 
assist others. He is selfless and generous and a great asset to our class.
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Sports News

Belmont Intermediate vs Takapuna Normal Intermediate - Sports Day - Friday 26 June 
On Friday 26 June, Takapuna Normal Intermediate School will visit for the day and compete with us across a wide range of 
sports. We invite parents, caregivers, family and friends to come along on the day to support what will be our first big event 
since lockdown. It's going to be an exciting day with 75 of our students taking part. The save day for this event is Thursday 
02 July. A full schedule of the day is below: 

Cross Country 
Our annual school cross country event will take place on Friday 24 July (save day Monday 27 July) on the Belmont 
Intermediate and Takapuna Grammar School grounds. All students are expected to participate. 

Race Schedule: 
Year 7 Girls: 11.40am. 
Year 7 Boys: 12.00pm. 
Year 8 Girls: 12.20pm. 
Year 8 Boys: 12.40pm. 

All parents, caregivers, friends and family are welcome to come along and support. 



[ ]5

School News
2020 ICAS Assessments

We will be participating in the world-renowned ICAS Assessments again this year. ICAS is developed by UNSW Global, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the University of New South Wales, with over 35 years’ experience in educational assessments. 

ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in English, Mathematics, Science, 
Writing, Spelling and Digital Technologies. 

Each assessment celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition. Every student will 
receive a certificate and an online result report. Top performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special 
award ceremonies to have their academic excellence publicly recognised. 

The assessments are suitable for students wishing to extend themselves academically and take up the personal challenge 
of competing in an international assessment. Your child will be presented with high-quality, expert-developed questions, 
allowing them to apply their learning without the need for prior study or revision. 

ICAS Assessments are now online, a move that reflects a sector-wide transition to computer-based assessment. This 
allows greater accessibility for students and faster delivery of results. The sitting dates are as follows, but this does not 
include writing, which unfortunately is not being conducted this year: 

Entry to these assessments is through the online shop. PLEASE NOTE: All entries and payments must be made by 9am 
Friday 31 July. Any entries received after this date cannot be accepted. If you have any questions or concerns please 
contact Claire Janes cjanes@belmontint.school.nz

Garden to Table  
The Belmont Intermediate garden is now well established in its third year 
with another great batch of keen gardeners. Part of the whole 
philosophy is allowing students not only to learn a new passion but to 
indulge it with learned cooking skills both at home and in the technology 
syllabus at Belmont. This year our skilled gardeners tend their gardens at 
lunch time and as part of our elective program. 

Matthew Kirk (pictured) made his own beetroot hummus and a parsley 
pasta dish with the produce he grew at Gardening Club. He also grew 
rhubarb and made rhubarb and apple crumble. 
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Students Success Outside of School

School Information and Requests

PTA Meeting 
The next PTA meeting will be held on Thursday 23 July at 7pm in BIS Staffroom. All welcome. 

ezlunch Menu and App Now Available 
The myKindo app is now available for iPhone and Android phones.  Access via the app store, by searching "myKindo" or by 
using the links: 

Android Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.tgcl.mykindo 
iPhone App Store:  https://apps.apple.com/nz/app/mykindo/id1445622107 

Click here for your Term 2 Menu 

Science Roadshow 
When: Tuesday 30 June and Wednesday 01 July (students will attend in allocated session times with their classrooms). 

Where: School hall 

Cost: $8.50 per student paid via the online shop, by 5pm, June 26. 

Belmont Intermediate School is hosting The National Science-
Technology Roadshow Trust’s Science Roadshow this year. The 
roadshow provides quality interactive demonstration and 'hands on' 
learning experiences in science, technology and innovation to New 
Zealanders. It has been doing so continuously since the first Science 
Roadshow 'hit the road' in 1988. The roadshow is considered  to be New 
Zealand’s premiere hands-on science education programme. Live 
shows, hands-on exhibits and teacher resources that broaden student 
knowledge and experience; connecting with science and technology and 
the world around them. 

We are currently hosting this Science roadshow every second year so 
this will be the only opportunity for your children to participate while at Belmont Intermediate school. We encourage all 
students to attend this event as it will be a very valuable experience for them. 

Year 8 Camp 2021 - Request for Assistance 
In preparation for our Year 8 Camp in 2021 we are seeking any spare bamboo poles that you may have hidden away in the 
garage or under the house. We use these as part of our bivvy building activity, and we would gratefully appreciate any 
donations before they end up as kindling or firewood in the winter months. If you are able to assist us with this please 
contact Miss Beazley abeazley@belmontint.school.nz to arrange drop off. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Ballet Training Program Selection 
During lockdown, Edie Warman-Clough found out she had been offered a place in the Dance Masters International 
Intensive Training Program, in the Junior stream. She auditioned for it at the Summer Workshop back in January, and was 
one of the successful candidates out of 150 auditions. As part of this program she had Zoom lessons with Loughlan Prior, 
the Choreographer with RNZ Ballet and Abigail Boyle – former principal dancer with RNZB. At the end of July she has to go 
to Christchurch for a training day as well as a workshop in the holidays. Congratulations and good luck, Edie! 
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Community News

Music Lessons after School: Guitar, 
Drums and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a 
new musical instrument please feel free to contact 
me, go to heathwatsonguitar.com for more 
information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on 
songs and music you want to do as part of lesson 
content. There are also opportunities to play with 
other students on organised 'Jam Days' that are 
included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR 
Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on 
weekday mornings at Belmont Intermediate 
for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their 
bands and Grade examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical experience and 
abilities. Slots very limited, to book lessons 
and get in touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call 
02102314586  

Auckland School Mountain Bike Race 
Harry Shannon and Nathan Davies recently competed in the Auckland 
Schools Mountain Bike Race. They placed  4th and 6th! Well done Harry 
and Nathan!
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