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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all our new students and families who have joined us 
during the lockdown period. It has been energising and refreshing to have our students back at school for the first time in seven 
weeks. They have been enjoying spending time with their friends, are eager to learn and have embraced the opportunity to connect 
with their teachers again. During our first week back we had an average of 96% attendance which has been outstanding. Since the 
start of the week and heading into weeks 7 and 8, we have been encouraging teachers and students to prioritise relationships, 
wellbeing and making learning fun and engaging. To that end we will be purchasing extra art resources so that students are able to 
express themselves creatively through art and ease themselves into the term. 

We continue to be clear around our hygiene practices on a daily basis with reminders coming over the loudspeaker. We also have a 
presence in the playground and are monitoring social distancing to the best of our ability. Your children have been very mature and 
responded in the way I knew they would. It has also been pleasing to see so many children ride their bikes to school, however, 
please send a durable lock to school with your child and remind them to use the racks that are available please.   

The following FAQ link is designed to keep you updated and informed with regards to sports, cultural practices and the decisions 
that are being made by peak bodies. Should you have any questions please contact me on nhill@belmontint.school.nz 

————————————————————————————————— 

Message from Brendon Clark, Board of Trustees Chair: The Board would like to welcome Mrs Fleur Peacock to the Belmont 
Intermediate Board of Trustees. Fleur was co-opted to the Board in March 2020. She grew up in Devonport, attending BIS and 
Takapuna Grammar, and has three children: Amelia, who is currently in Year 7 at BIS and Isabel and Seb who attend Belmont 
Primary. Fleur has been a practicing lawyer for all of her career and her current position is General Counsel at a well known FMCG 
business. Fleur looks forward to working with the Senior Leadership Team and the rest of the BIS Board to ensure sound 
governance, strategic focus and forward thinking for the school. 

The school Board of Trustees met online on several occasions during Level 4 and 3 Lockdown. Outlined below are some highlights 
from those meetings. 

The Board discussed the many ways our school has come together to manage the pandemic Covid-19. As New Zealanders we have 
all heard the word ‘unprecedented’ used in discussions around this topic - looking at the huge body of work schools have 
undertaken to prepare themselves for distance learning certainly highlights just how challenging this journey is.

Leading Excellence in Intermediate School Education

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F06GygdlOIM_bz4kHA0xX2Jz3Qx7Gu8ckzclNKckCEc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:nhill@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F06GygdlOIM_bz4kHA0xX2Jz3Qx7Gu8ckzclNKckCEc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:nhill@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
http://www.twitter.com/bisnewsfeed
http://www.facebook.com/belmontintermediateschool


[ ]2

Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday 25 May Board of Trustees Meeting 6:30pm in the Staffroom

Monday 01 June Queen’s Birthday - School Closed

Friday 03 July Term 2 Ends

Monday 20 July Term 3 Commences

Nga mihi nui 

 

Nick Hill  
Principal

The Board would like to acknowledge the work of the Leadership Team; Nick, Claire, Anne and Lauren for their efforts in moving 
the school forward in such a way that staff were able to facilitate and execute such a comprehensive and professional distance 
learning programme. We are incredibly proud of our entire staff for the way they approached distance learning and for their care 
and consideration of both their students and community. The Board is also very grateful to those staff who volunteered to front a 
‘bubble’ of on-site learners during Level 3 of the Covid response. Your commitment to maintaining a culture of learning for these 
students throughout this time is to be commended. Similarly to the support staff who continue to work behind the scenes 
maintaining the grounds, administration tasks and providing learning support. On behalf of the entire school community, I thank 
you all. 

The school’s finances and resources continue to be expertly managed. The roll remains unchanged and plans continue for 
building and upgrading of facilities and classroom blocks through the 10YA Property Plan. This will be communicated with you 
again in a formal manner prior to the end of Term 2. 
  
The next planned meeting will occur at 6:30pm on Monday 25 May in the Staffroom where physical distancing guidelines will be 
observed. As always, this meeting is open to the public; for planning purposes if you wish to attend registration with the 
Principal’s EA is essential tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz. 

————————————————————————————————— 

Moving to staffing matters, I would like to inform you that Anne Paterson, our much respected and admired Deputy Principal, will 
be retiring at the end of Term 3 having given 17 years of wonderful service to our school and wider community. Anne’s 
contribution has been significant and I know she will be missed by our staff, students, parents and wider Devonport family.  We 
will have more to say towards the end of Term 3. 
  
Finally, congratulations to the following students who received Principal’s Certificates at yesterday’s “Zoom Assembly”; Jacinda 
Gatman, Fletcher Sloan, Joe Ohlsson, Neave Murray, Ben Drew and Luke Petford.

mailto:tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:tbyrne@belmontint.school.nz
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Samantha Knight  

Charlie Booker

For her consistent focus to distance learning. Sammy has shown she is a reflective learner and can see 
what she needs to do to improve her work. Well done Sammy. 
For taking time to achieve his work. Charlie has taken the time to identify ways that will help him learn 
when he returns from distance learning. I look forward to implementing them with you, Well done!

Room 2 Leon Boardman-Hill 
August Kwan-Hyland 

For being so focused and responsible by completing all your work during the lockdown. I am proud of you! 
For your appreciation and acknowledgement of the effort that was put into planning for you during the 
lockdown period. You have a kind heart and I am fortunate to have you in my class.

Room 3 Tobias Melhuish  

Skyla Stoddart 

For outstanding commitment to his distance learning.  You have gone above and beyond. Your dedication 
has been inspiring and I am so excited to see where the rest of the year takes you.  I am so proud of you! 
For being a ray of sunshine and having a positive attitude to learning at all times. You are an asset to the 
classroom and I love teaching you, Skyla! 

Room 4 Mickey Zhang 

Calliope Bower 

For continued eagerness and hard work in class and ESOL sessions during distance learning. Keep up the 
great work Mickey! 
For producing work of an excellent standard throughout your distance learning. I am so proud to be your 
teacher Calliope, well done!

Room 5 Kanza Lalani 
Sam Mccarthy

For showing so much enthusiasm during distance learning and for producing good quality work. Keep it up! 
For his dedication to distance learning and for being so determined to achieve his goals. Well done, Sam!

Room 21 Lily Glancy 

Lachie Convery -Oxnam

For her excellent attitude towards her learning and her wonderful reflections to document what she has 
done. 
For showing all our school values and lots of enthusiasm for learning throughout distance learning.

Room 6 Roo Cope 

Lelia Ison

For the effort he has put into the online learning activities, in particular, integrated studies and writing. Keep 
up the wonderful attitude Roo. 
For thinking critically about her writing and putting a lot of time and effort in to polish it. Keep it up Leila.

Room 7 Charlie Birks 
Isla McLean

For his dedication and enthusiasm throughout the entire distance learning programme. 
For her outstanding self-management and worth ethic during distance learning. 

Room 8 Isaac Bullians 
Riley Kettle

For being so focused and dedicated to his work during the lockdown period. I am so proud of you! 
For her creativity and enthusiasm in our quick writes during distance learning. Keep it up, Riley!

Room 9 Qing Zhong 
Theo Wilkins

For her amazing writing with such precision, accuracy and detail during distance learning.  
For embracing all learning opportunities with creativity and determination during distance learning. 

Room 10 Alice Nelson 

Nova Powles

For producing work of an excellent standard during distance learning and for taking on each day with pride 
and a positive attitude. 
For her positivity and enthusiasm with completing her schoolwork during distance learning and for her 
impeccable manners when communicating online. 

Room 11 Heloise Phillips-Smith 
Charlotte Wiggins

For her sustained eagerness and positive attitude during lockdown. I am proud of you, Heloise! 
For creating such beautiful and impressive artwork during lockdown. Well done, Charlotte!

Room 12 Charmonix Brand 

Kayla McGoram 

Showing maturity and empathy by her willingness to go out of way to assist her peers while distant 
learning. Thank you so much for your help Charmonix. 
For always being engaged and enthusiastic in daily tasks, as well as being a great help to her peers. Keep it 
up, Kayla.

Room 13 Isabella Wesney 
Remy McClellan

For her outstanding self management and worth ethic during distance learning.  
For his excellent attitude and dedication to his learning.

Room 14 Riley Macdonald  
Zack Fisher  

For her commitment and excellent work ethic during distance learning. Fantastic work Riley! 
For his awesome positivity, manners and sense of humour. Thank you for bringing a great vibe to room 14 
in our first week back! 

Room 15 Kita Weir 

Amy McKenzie 

For her meaningful responses to the novel study she is working on. She shows an incredible amount of 
insight and knowledge of the world around her.  
For the new and creative ideas she comes up with to complete her online work. I always look forward to 
seeing what she will come up with next!
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Chloe Pezaro, Neave Murray, Nate Hallman, Charlie Edwards, 

Matthew Rendle, Kaitlyn Darroch, Laura Wong, Bianka 
Maclaren, Natasha Busch, Heloise Phillips-Smith, Tasmin 
Thomas, Katherine Hoyte, Abigail Goosen, Megan Maurice

For commitment to the role of food tech monitor during Term 1…
turning up and carrying out duties every week willingly and with a 
smile.

Languages Jasper Fox, Astra James, Fletcher Norgrove, Eden McClennan, 
Qing Zhong, Isobel Johnston, Giovanna Calvacante, Natasha 
Busch, Zoe Evans, Raiha Jeory Reynolds, Chloe Choi, Oscar 
Gardner, Raymond Dai, Abigail Goosen, Libby Signal, Maya 
Menon, David Xie

For showing commitment and an excellent standard of work in French 
during distance learning each week. 

Science Lana Mourad, Peachy Jacobson, Chloe McCutcheon, Licca 
Wang, Anastasia Radevski 

Matthew Greenslade, Vette Beckett, Isobel Johnston and Zara 
Ahmed, Mia Kennedy, Barney Gould, Eden McClennan, Qing 
Zhong

Consistently excellent standard and commitment to online Science 
learning throughout the lockdown period. 

Demonstrating discipline and self-directed learning by completing a 
Science investigation during lockdown. 

Visual Art Brooke Bakalich, Eva Smith, Adeline Lee, Mirim Dallimore, 
Sabrina Li, Marcus Wu, Elgar Sapalia, Kanza Lalani, Denver 
Perkins, Felix Johnson, Liam Harvey, Anna Ongley, Jessie 
Hitchens, Jack Jones, Julia Sjaarda

For great work during our Visual Art online learning.

Music Seif Ali, Daisy Arthur, Oscar Beech, Ashlee Bourke, Ianiss 
Paulet, Phoebe Smith, Sophia Twine, Tobias Melhuish, Te Aira 
McKenzie-Berry, Aleisha Patel

For demonstrating an excellent standard of work each week during 
distance learning. Thank you for your commitment to learning.

ESOL Eva Wang (R14) 

Mickey  Zhang (R4) 

For displaying commitments above and beyond in her English language 
learning during distance learning and for making an extra effort to help 
Sally and Miss Captain help other students/ families especially during 
distance learning. Thank you.  

For showing exceptional commitment and enthusiastic participation  
during  ESOL class every time during distance learning and completing 
all work to a high standard. 

Merit Mentions cont.
Room 16 Livvie James 

Jacob Ellis
For her excellent attitude and commitment to her learning and for her organisation and perseverance Well 
done Livvie. 
For his dedication and commitment in all aspects of the curriculum and for his positive attitude. Great work!

Room 17 Rufus Adam 

Ellen Bierney 

For showing a wonderful amount of empathy as well as enthusiasm to learn sign language as well as learn 
about other cultures.  
For her consistent hard work and commitment with her learning during distance learning as well as in the 
classroom. 

Room 18 Raymond Dai 
Mischa Grotrian 

For great self-direction and all-around effort to produce consistently quality work.  
For a mature and considered approach to her learning and doing a great job in completing work from home 
over the last few weeks - particularly with her brilliant static image.

Room 19 Addison Pointer 

Toby Foster

For displaying high levels of enthusiasm and positivity throughout distance learning and taking ownership 
for her work by readily seeking feedback. 
For his enthusiastic and active engagement in all distance learning sessions.

Room 20 Katherine Hoyte 

Finn Spillane 

For being an enthusiastic, positive and fully involved class member who can always be relied upon to carry 
out responsibilities conscientiously.  
For demonstrating a love of learning and working diligently to achieve personal excellence, especially in 
writing. Finn is a self directed, focused learner who demonstrates curiosity for the world around him.

LSC Mason Ropati For always being positive and enthusiastic in everything that you do.
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School News

Room 17 
Room 17 completed Shakespearean sonnets during lockdown, all of the teaching for this specific style of poetry occurred 
during distance teaching. Below are two sonnets chosen as examples: 

My sonnet for Rayya 

I’ve known you for all of my pleasant life 
Together we encompass so much fun 

I know we’ve gone through a bit of strife, 
But you as my sister is a home run 

Black hair - wavy like ribbon and (soft) brown skin 
Wild to me, to others? Introverted 

I can see the good person you are within 
As smart as Hawking, you have been gifted 

I will love you till’ we’re old and wrinkled 
I’ll always be there for you, That’ll be persistent 
Sweet as a cupcake- with love being sprinkled  

Without you I am nonexistent 

You are a butterfly up in the sky, 
So please, my sister, spread your wings and fly 

By Zara Ahmed

LUNA 

Your gleaming smile stretches across your face, 
Chips and binge watching Netflix all night long. 

Our flower girl dresses covered in lace, 
In the karaoke we both sing along. 

    Twelve extraordinary summers in the hot sun,  
Twelve freezing winters, by the roaring fire. 

Playing among the golden leaves having fun, 
Skiing over jumps, who will get higher? 

     
Mouthwatering ice-cream from the town  

store, 
DVD hire for the long night ahead. 

Lying on golden sand as the waves roar, 
Sneaking soda water under the bed. 

Bike riding for hours and hours upon end, 
You’re  not just my loyal cousin,  you’re my best friend. 

By Vette Beckett

Room 8 
Using a picture prompt, Room 8 had to use different sentence starters as well as include some made-up words to create a 
quick write. They were challenged to include three totally made up words and mix them into their quick-write so that the 
reader was none the wiser. They also completed an inquiry-based project on earthquakes. Some examples are below. 
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Room 18 
Room 18 have been studying the classic George Orwell novel: Animal Farm. They each picked a theme to represent as a 
static image by choosing a quote from the story, and using colours, characters, symbols and design elements to bring it to 
life. Below are three great examples.

By Mischa Grotrian
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By Matilda Edwards

By Oliver Yeung
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Room 15 
The online website, Banqer, created a competition for students to send a text about money that could be printed into a new 
students' money magazine. Both David Xie and Ruben Feher-Nates from Room 15 entered this competition during the 
lockdown. While they didn't win a prize, they did get published in the e-Magazine. It can be found here. Their work is also 
shown in the photos below:

https://banqer-2a646f19a3a6.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=OHHni686bRxhpkQXpHH0H7ZVclp44ER7ihD10zP1%2FZfk%2FFBluTb5vfHboo%2FiE7H8&h=04684d8f1707c71b87f00aec2bc1caea2f5a4c21-hcxa2ob3_27068009922&l=8441a779f23272367ba6af0a1d10807c40e00806-3274350
https://banqer-2a646f19a3a6.intercom-clicks.com/via/e?ob=OHHni686bRxhpkQXpHH0H7ZVclp44ER7ihD10zP1%2FZfk%2FFBluTb5vfHboo%2FiE7H8&h=04684d8f1707c71b87f00aec2bc1caea2f5a4c21-hcxa2ob3_27068009922&l=8441a779f23272367ba6af0a1d10807c40e00806-3274350


[ ]9

School Information and Requests
Lost Property 
Any lost property found is deposited in the lost property trunk in the hall foyer behind the stage on a daily basis. All of the 
lost property is then cleared out of the trunk every Tuesday by our lost property monitors and any named items are 
returned to their owners. Anything that is unnamed is then stored in the lost property shed, which is open every Tuesday, 
1.20pm - 1.50pm for students to locate lost items that have been cleared from the trunk in the hall foyer. The trunk in the 
hall foyer is available at all times for students to locate any lost items.  
It is very important to name all school belongings (even lunch boxes, bottles and shoes) as they can be reunited with their 
owners very quickly. Unnamed items are very difficult to return.

Future Absences 
Our Student Management System was recently upgraded but the information we held regarding future absences has not 
come across in the new version.  
If you have already notified us of any future absences would you please email us again - office@belmontint.school.nz - so 
that our system can be updated. 

Congratulations 
Mrs Tyler had her baby during lockdown on May 1st. His name is Max Peter Tyler-Reaves, weighing in at 4.56kg (10lbs) 
and was already 57cm long! Congratulations to Lauren, Jarrad and little Mason. We look forward to having Mrs Tyler back 
in Term 4.

School Uniform from Yarntons 
Belmont Intermediate School uniforms are available online (as well as in store). You can shop online here: https://
www.yarntons.co.nz/school/belmont-intermediate/g26.aspx if you aren’t able to get to the Birkenhead or Devonport 
locations. Yarntons stock all of our uniform except the school PE kit, scarfs, school hats and hoodies, which are available 
via our online shop.

mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:office@belmontint.school.nz
https://www.yarntons.co.nz/school/belmont-intermediate/g26.aspx
https://www.yarntons.co.nz/school/belmont-intermediate/g26.aspx
http://kindo.co.nz/
https://www.yarntons.co.nz/school/belmont-intermediate/g26.aspx
https://www.yarntons.co.nz/school/belmont-intermediate/g26.aspx
http://kindo.co.nz/
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Sports News
Alert Level 3 - 10 Day Lockdown 3km House Challenge 
Between the 1st and 10th of May, our students and staff were challenged to run or walk at least 3km each day over a ten day 
period. Participants could submit a maximum of one entry per day for each of the ten days. This participation-based 
competition was to help students and staff keep active, stay connected, and engage in some friendly sporting competition 
during Alert Level 3. 

We had a fantastic response to this initiative with 192 people taking part and a total of 766 entries over the ten day period. 
The total distance covered by everyone was 2976.39km! 

House Challenge Results 
1st - Tiri (251 points) 
2nd - Brett (207 points) 
3rd - Cuvier (166 points) 
4th - Pencarrow (139 points) 

Class Challenge Results 
1st Place: Room 18 
2nd Place: Room 1 
3rd Place: Room 10 
4th Place: Room 6 
5th Place: Room 17 

A huge congratulations to Tiri House and to Room 18 for winning the challenge and well done to everyone who took part. Tiri 
is rewarded with a House Mufti Day. 

Thank you to Mrs Browning for organising this challenge and collating the huge amount of entries. 

Cooper McNaughton Room 2

Ben Cassidy Room 10
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Ben Moorby Room 6

Jessica Donnelly Room 7

Jessie Hitchens Room 21

Peachy Jacobson Room 19

Mrs Steyn Room 2
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Community News
Music Lessons after School: Guitar, 
Drums and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a 
new musical instrument please feel free to contact 
me, go to heathwatsonguitar.com for more 
information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on 
songs and music you want to do as part of lesson 
content. There are also opportunities to play with 
other students on organised 'Jam Days' that are 
included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 and $50 instrument hire for February 
through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR 
Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on 
weekday mornings at Belmont Intermediate 
for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their 
bands and Grade examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical experience and 
abilities. Slots very limited, to book lessons 
and get in touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call 
02102314586  

http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/

