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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 
 
It has been an eerie experience being at school over the last few days. Our environment has no soul without your 
children and I am looking forward to welcoming a small number of children back to school next Wednesday. My 
intent, and that of our teachers, is to do our bit for our essential workers and the families whose parents will 
return to work at Level 3. From my perspective I am very much looking forward to Level 2 so that we can be back 
together as a community and work together to ensure that our students enjoy a sense of normality. My regular 
Google Hangouts with classes continue to be the highlights of my week, along with being able to provide 
feedback to students who are regularly sending me their work. 

The Hill household continues to tick over during Level 4 lockdown. We had a ‘dinner date’ last Saturday where 
we dressed up and cooked a family dinner together, with my debut Lamb Ragu being well received. Our girls 
really enjoyed this followed by Movie Night. Our WOOP meals have been fantastic with me doing most of the 
cooking in our household. My wife has been happy with this unexpected development.  

We have all lived through a time that has been described as a 100 year event. In years to come it will be dissected 
and documented in film, novels, history books and maybe even a Ted Talk. Generations to come will study these 
times, learn from them, reflect and ask themselves how they would have coped during such a time. When the 
time comes I feel that we all need to celebrate how we have come together, thought of one another, looked after 
each other and shown that Kiwi spirit. My other hope is that being humble becomes ingrained in all of us. Taking 
the time to chat with people becomes the norm, slowing down is ok, prioritising family and friends becomes 
ingrained in our weekly lives and that we try not to sweat the small stuff too much.  

I continue to be extremely proud of your children. They have stepped up and risen to the challenge. By now they 
will be missing their friends, extended family and their teachers. I am aware that many students have learnt new 
skills while in lockdown and have also learnt some things about themselves. Many students have commented to 
me that they have grown more independent, taught themselves how to play an instrument, learnt to bake and 
improved their own cooking skills. I am sure that many of your children will come out of this with a growing 
maturity and appreciation for what they have.  
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Nga mihi nui 

 

Nick Hill 
Principal

As announced by the Ministry of Education, Tuesday 28 April is a national Teacher Only Day. BIS teachers will be 
using this time to collaborate, develop learning resources and prepare units of work for the next three weeks of 
distance learning. Our teachers will provide a range of independent tasks for your children to complete during 
the day. 

Lastly, for those students travelling to school by bus during Level 3, all Auckland Transport school buses will 
begin operating again from Wednesday 29 April. Buses will, however, have reduced capacity due to the need for 
physical distancing on board so we recommend that parents wait with their child(ren) at the bus stop until they 
can see if the bus has enough room on board for their child(ren).

Congratulations to those students who have been nominated for a Principal’s Certificate, they will be presented 
with them when we are all back at school; Charlotte Thomas, Adeline Lee, Tumana Taylor, Lilly Warringsholz, 
Isabella Watson, Mack Elphick-Moon, Laura MacKenzie, Tyla Talbot, Zara Ahmed, Barney Gould and Blake 
Tripodi.

Stand At Dawn 
For the first time since Anzac Day was introduced in 1916, memorial services across New Zealand are 
cancelled, to keep our community safe during Covid-19. 

To ensure the tradition of commemorating veterans and service personnel is carried out despite the lockdown, 
Stand at Dawn is asking Kiwis to gather in their bubbles at their front gates at 6am on Anzac Day to pay their 
respects. 
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Thomas Crawford 

Sophia Twine
For sharing his creativity and being an open communicator during distance learning. 
For consistently communicating with me and letting me know how you are doing. You have been a 
huge help to me!

Room 2 Chloe McCarthy 

Cooper McNaughton 

For her positive attitude and feedback on tasks, showing dedication and character in this uncertain 
time. Your reflections put a smile on my face every day!  
For rising to the challenge of distance learning. Showing character when things get hard to not give 
up but to reach out instead. I am proud of you!  

Room 3 All of Room 3 For outstanding commitment and dedication to their learning from home. You have all made me so 
proud! 

Room 4 Brooklyn Horne 

Nathan Russell

For her wonderful enthusiasm, hard work and organisation during distance learning. I’m so 
impressed with you Brooklyn. 
For going above and beyond in his distance learning sessions. You continue to work hard in each 
lesson and it has been great to share your work with the class. Keep it up Nathan.

Room 5 All of Room 5 For amazing commitment and wonderful dedication to their distance learning from home. You have 
made me very proud. Keep up the great work Room 5!

Room 6 Asha Edwards 

Josh Scott 

For the incredible effort she is putting into writing. Her ideas, voice, and character descriptions are 
woven through each paragraph using a range of sentence styles. Keep up the excellent work. 
For his determination and willingness to take responsibility for his own learning, and for always 
trying his hardest. Josh, you show real maturity in your attitude and work. Keep up the wonderful 
start to the year.

Room 7 Jessica Donnelly 

Axel Healy

For showing enthusiasm, kindness and organisation throughout our distance learning programme. 
Well done, Jess! 
For his determination and growth mindset, that he demonstrates towards his learning. Keep it up, 
Axel!

Room 8 Zack Beckman 
Grace Moore 

For showing such enthusiasm in developing your skills at home during lockdown. Well done! 
Grace has shown an incredible sense of responsibility during distance learning. She is always 
ready to work as well as help her peers all while having a positive attitude. Keep it up!

Room 9 Brad Perry For thinking of others by creating a Room 9 playlist of everyone’s favourite songs/bands/artists for 
us to listen to when we are doing our distance learning. Thank you, Brad!

Room 10 Ben Cassidy 
Ruby Barton Hills

For his amazing communication skills and organisation during online learning sessions.  
For her positivity and display of innovation and creativity while learning from home. 

Room 21 Molly Talbot 

Avrille Zhong 

For showing great integrity with distance learning. Molly continues to be an excellent class captain 
ensuring she connects and helps others in the class on a daily basis. 
For being an enthusiastic and dedicated learner and always meeting class expectations. Great 
work Avrille, keep it up!

Room 11 Shriya Patolo 
Marin Cheney

For getting on so well with her distance learning work. Shriya, you can be proud of yourself! 
For his attention to detail and humour. Not only are you sharp-eyed and vigilant, but you also keep 
those around you laughing. 

Room 12 Nina Sinclair 

Nina Holbrook

For her amazing attitude and organisation during distance learning and assisting her peers when 
they need help. 
For arriving back and fitting in so well. Having a calm and collective attitude in catching up to her 
peers. 

Room 13 Hannah Zwart 

Kin Reis De Andrade

For her outstanding commitment to her distance learning. She has worked diligently and has made 
phenomenal progress. 
For the consistent determination and dedication he has shown to his online learning. Keep it up 
Kin!
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Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Ivy Dustin, Bianka MacLaren, Svea Sagar, Liam Lawrence, 

Charlotte Wiggins, Halena Kearns, Karl Letica, Shriya Patolo, 
George Spooner

For excellent effort made in Food Technology online 
learning tasks.

Languages Jacob Ellis, Neave Murray, Niamh Shanahan 
  
Bianka MacLaren, Hayley Naidoo, Charlotte Wiggins, Liam 
Vogel, Joe Ohlsson, Isabella Wesney, Liana Gueorguieva, 
Connie Yee Werry, Jacob Ellis, Tamara Ibarraran, Eleanor 
Johnston, Luka Den Breems, Manu Fabres-Bofill,  Daniel Wang

Excellence in French Cultural Assessment. 

For gaining top marks in the Language Assessment. 

Science Nina Holbrook, Ben Lomax, Matilda Edwards, Matthew 
Greenslade, Jasper Fox

For showing self direction and an excellent standard of 
work produced in Level 4 lockdown online learning.

Visual Art Isaac Bullians, Marine Carle, Sam Frazerhurst, Marley Taylor, 
Sophie Bellingham, Aidan Faulke, Chloe McCarthy, Olivia 
Manning, Manaia McLean-Nelson, Aleisha Patel, Seif Ali, Blake 
Tripodi, Sam Herron

For an excellent effort in online art learning tasks.

Music Noah Dil, Jack Jones, Molly Talbot, Sebastian Johnson, Amelia 
Peacocke, Rafferty Clayton, William Mason, Archie Somerville-
Ryan, Freddie Fox, Oliver Moy, Hayden Steele

For excellent results in the orchestra test.

Hard Tech Fletcher Norgrove For accurately interpreting instructions and gaining top 
marks in assessment.

Merit Mentions Continued
Room 14 Nicole Zhao 

Benjamin Lomax 
For her outstanding effort and commitment to home learning - Fantastic job Nicole 
For his dedication, determination and positivity throughout our home learning! Awesome work.

Room 15 Elliot Gulik 

Ava Conaghan 

For becoming my “teacher’s assistant” during distance learning by fielding questions and 
supporting his peers as much as he can. Elliot, thank you for all of your help! 
For continuing to put an incredible amount of time and effort into her online work. She asks 
solution-focused questions and shows a great deal of resilience and patience. 

Room 16 Jamie Hopkins 
Charlotte Grainger

For his creativity and interesting presentations - for his helpful suggestions. 
For her imagination and creativity with her writing and art presentations.

Room 17 Mackenzie Loretz 

Jude Leonard 

Despite technology issues since moving to distance learning, Mac shows great resilience, attends 
every online Google Meet and responds as best as he can. A fantastic attitude to his learning.  
Since the start of the year, it is evident that Jude has high aspirations. Throughout our distance 
learning, he has shown how dedicated he is—special notice with regards to his maths work where 
he has made great progress. 

Room 18 Audrey Melhuish 

Dominic Cook

For her enthusiasm and willingness to go beyond expectation with written tasks - amazing job, 
well done! 
For great diligence and organisational skills, reliably completing all of his work

Room 19 Zoe Evans 
Daniel Wang

For being incredibly proactive in seeking advice and feedback about her writing. 
For being incredibly helpful by translating emails and information from English to Chinese for the 
International Department.

Room 20 Archer Gray 

Eva McLean 

For showing resilience and perseverance, and demonstrating outstanding communication skills 
and for always striving to achieve personal excellence. 
For always coming to class with a positive attitude and putting in 100% effort, and for demonstrating 
perseverance when problem solving

LSC Tane Westbrook For consistently working hard with online learning. Your communication  has been outstanding 
both on our Zoom meetings and keeping me updated and discussing  your work. I have loved 
seeing how positive and hard working you are. 
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What has the Belmont Intermediate community  
been doing during lockdown?

Hard Tech from home……. 

The hard material technology unit was able to be adapted to be completed online. The online teaching 
adds more dynamics to teaching which mean our students have to use that self determination they do 
so well. 

Below is one part of the evaluation completed in two different styles thanks David Xie and Charlie 
Edwards for sharing. Its so great we have a system that allows for individuality in how its sent and our 
students have the confidence to present it in a format that they use.  

Whats been amazing for me in using 
Zoom for the lessons is the flexibility 
to have the lesson running and the 
interaction with students. To record it 
and send it for any students that have 
connection issues. The feed back has 
been great and I had a great laugh 
with one student who watched the 
video of the lesson as he missed the 
class and was relaying how (even 
though it was a video recording of the 
zoom class) he was putting his hand 
up to answer questions. 

Mr Ferguson: Hard Tech 
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Local tuis enjoying the bird feeder 
during Lockdown, made by Bianca 
Mawson last year in Hard Tech 
class……..

Mrs Steyn getting some baking done, 
complete with teething toddler in 
tow…….!

Mr Ferguson getting some odd jobs 
completed and stocking up for 
winter……
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….. and a lot of baking! (This is where all the flour went)…….

………Thank you Mrs Dahlberg and Mrs Sokolich!……….

Zach Fisher R14 
making Anzac 
Biscuits
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…. Room 19’s challenge was to make animals out of  
items found in nature. They came up with some really  

creative ideas, here are some of the best…..
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…….Room 14’s Creative Zoom Collage……

…….a very timely activity from Room 9……. 
To celebrate Earth Day on Wednesday 22 April, Room 9 students focused on using similes to create a 
poem about a tree. Here are two examples: 

My Secret Hiding Place 
Towering over me like a gentle giant, it welcomes me as I arrive 

It engulfs me in the smell of nature, welcoming, like warm cookies on a cold Winter’s day 
Beneath my hand, its rough, bumpy texture guides me along its branches 

The big hands of the wooden giant cradle me like a baby as I settle between its protective arms 
Branches twist and climb up and up, stretching, reaching for the sky 

The leaves rustle in the wind, slowly lulling me to sleep 
Finally I was there - my secret hiding place. 

By Edie McClellan 
 

Like a lighthouse it stands lonely and peaceful, 
As large as a cruise ship, as calm as a river, 
Leaves wave softly like a blow on a candle, 

Its trunk as rough as sandpaper, 
Its foliage rustles in the breeze like a gently played tambourine, 

Welcoming you like an open door, like a smile,  
Roots spreading like a harsh rumour, 
Branches as long as a great stiff rope, 

The ancient tree, older than your great, great, great grandparents,  
As old as the land, watching us still today. 

By Charlotte Crotty
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……. it’s not Mrs Janes’ two children who are 
demanding when she is trying to work, it’s Toffee 
the family dog…..

……Mason Ropati and his siblings 
getting creative making their own 
poppies from New World bags for ANZAC 
Day tomorrow…..
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…. and lastly, Good Luck Mrs Tyler!  
“Lockdown Baby” due 9 May. All the best Lauren, 
Jared and Mason,  

From the Staff and Students at BIS.

…….Mrs Paterson’s combined 
Lockdown Bear Hunt and ANZAC 
display……

….. and in the Nichol 
household, Big Ted has been 
getting ready for Saturday 
morning……..


