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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of the School, 
Tena Koutou Katoa Nga mihi nui Ki a Koutou Katoa, 
 
I wanted to start my newsletter this week with a positive. As the Principal, I would like to thank the large number of parents 
who have supported both our EOTC and Year 8 Camp experiences throughout the last two weeks. Without your support, 
energy and willingness to ‘muck in’, we would not be able to run the extensive activities that we offer. It is clear that all of 
our students have had many memorable experiences and each of them will no doubt reflect on their own development in 
the weeks to come. Many of our students would have conquered a fear, taken calculated risks, made new friendships, 
strengthened existing ones and built their resilience. My thanks to Ann-Maree Beazley, Lauren Tyler, Carly Tustian, Erin 
Loader and the entire teaching staff for their energy and commitment to the children in their care over the last two weeks. 
Here are a few quotes from parents in support of the enjoyable times that were had by all: 

‘I believe you and your team of teachers deserve a special vote of thanks and having now seen you all in action at close hand 
are full of admiration for how well you are educating, coaching, mentoring and assisting our children on their pathway to the 
next stage in their lives. Please pass on my sincere thanks and gratitude to your team’. 

‘Thanks for a fabulous week’s school camp. A great location, awesome activities, excellent catering, some great 
camaraderie with fellow parents/ teachers and most of all great fun’. 

‘Epic week with epic kids, teachers and parents. Loved it and will definitely be back next year’.   

Motuihe Camp photos can be viewed here. 
Rangitoto Camp photos can be viewed here. 
Year 7 EOTC photos can be viewed here.

Update on COVID-19 

Thank you for your support as we navigate this unprecedented time in our lives. It has been encouraging to have received 
positive feedback about how the school has been operating and communicating with you as parents. Belmont Intermediate 
School remains open for instruction. Please continue to keep your child home if they are unwell. Could I ask that you 
reiterate the safe hygiene routines that I have published in my last communications to you. Our students are being regularly 
reminded about good hand washing practices and avoiding personal contact such as shaking hands, hugging etc. Sports 
practices will continue to take place on site before and after school. We think it is important that our children keep active and 
be with their friends. 
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Upcoming Dates for Your Calendar
Monday 06 April Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:30pm in the Boardroom

Thursday 09 April Last day of Term 1

Friday 10 April Good Friday

Monday 27 April ANZAC Day

Tuesday 28 April First day of Term 2

Nga mihi nui 

 

Nick Hill  
Principal

I would like to thank all the families who have returned home since compulsory self-isolation came into effect (1am Monday 
16 March) and are also keeping their children at home during the 14 day period. I have appreciated your communication with 
me and the sensible way you have approached such a challenging time. I would also like to thank those families who 
arrived back prior to this deadline and self-isolated. 

Update on Distance Learning 
  
The testing of our distance learning systems and platforms has been a success. Our teachers are now in the process of 
planning ahead and looking at supplementing the digital content that is already being provided. We are also collaborating 
together as teachers to build banks of resources should the school be closed. However, if you want to keep your child at 
home in a voluntary capacity this is your choice. Belmont Intermediate School’s current stance is that if you voluntarily 
choose to keep your child at home as a way of self isolating and minimizing their risks of contact, teachers will not provide 
extra work. Teachers still have a priority to the children who are at school and the increased workload will add unnecessary 
stress. 
  
Zone Days 
  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the decision has been made to cancel ALL remaining Zone Days for Term 1. This decision 
has been made as a precautionary measure by AAIMS (the organisers of one day tournaments) following government 
announcements regarding restrictions on public gatherings. Whilst many of the tournaments do not reach the 500 
participant threshold, there is still a risk that needed to be taken into consideration. It is hoped we will be able to resume 
tournaments and Zone Days in Term 2 and a decision regarding this will be made nearer the end of Term 1.  
  
Shore to Shore 

This event is postponed until further notice - refunds will be processed by Shore to Shore to all participants who have 
already signed up. 
  
Parent/ Teacher/ Student Conferences 

In order to continue to ensure the health and well being of our school community, the goal setting conferences scheduled for 
Tuesday and Wednesday of Week 9 have been cancelled.  

In times like these it is important that we continue to think of others, especially the elderly and continue to treat this issue 
seriously. Asking how people are, connecting with friends and family over text or phone is important. It is natural to be 
anxious at times, however, we need to stick together, remain positive and set ourselves achievable tasks as we go about our 
daily lives. I have been pleased with the maturity that our students have shown and the professional way in which our staff 
have kept things business as usual. 

Lastly, congratulations to those students who received a Principal’s Certificate in my office on Thursday morning. We did an 
“elbow tap” instead of a handshake! Laura Wong, Gus Woodgate, Cole Fielding, Denver Perkins, Brandyn Snashall, Stanley 
Hollingsworth, Marine Carle, William Knowles and Maiya Wavish.
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Merit Mentions
Room 1 Jared Els  

Seif Ali
For facing his fears during EOTC week and not giving up when learning new skills. 
For always asking questions when unsure and facing every challenge head on.

Room 2 Cooper McNaughton 
August Kwan-Hyland

For having an awesome attitude during PE and always striving for excellence during team sports. 
For having a kind heart and showing humility and integrity towards classmates. 

Room 3 Harsh Patel  
Ryoma Wilson

For demonstrating kindness to others at all times.  
For having a fantastic attitude to learning and displaying great team skills through EOTC week. 

Room 4 Pippa Lynch-Blosse 
Tumana Taylor

For demonstrating wonderful teamwork and leadership skills throughout EOTC week.  
For demonstrating excellent enthusiasm and focus on all activities during EOTC week. 

Room 5 Leonor Castaneda Gereda 
Nathan Davies

For being a kind, giving and gentle young lady, in class and on the playground.  
For his ability to work cooperatively and respectfully with all members of Year 7.

Room 6 Aorangi Hall 
Emily Cowan

For showing creativity in Writing and turning his ‘I am’ poem into an incredible rap. 
For showing courage, determination and enthusiasm during EOTC week. 

Room 7 Summer Burge 
William Mason

For showing courage and kindness during EOTC week. Well done, Summer! 
For consistently demonstrating organisation and initiative every day in class. Keep it up, Will! 

Room 8 Stella Robertson 
David Levin

For always having such beautiful manners, and her continual enthusiasm towards school. Thank you! 
For showing great perseverance the past few weeks. Always trying his best, no matter how tough it may be.

Room 9 Ivy Dustin 
Quinn Lampen

For always showing kindness towards others and demonstrating integrity at all times. 
For making the most of the challenges provided during EOTC week and gently encouraging others. 

Room 10 Emi Bright 
Marley Mackrill

For being a fantastic team player and for her positive attitude and determination during EOTC week. 
For always smiling and taking on challenges with a mature attitude and a positive outlook.

Room 11 Carter Hickey 

James McLean

For showing courage while on camp. We are so proud of you for stepping out of your comfort zone as well 
as you did, Carter! 
For being a kind, tolerant, and accepting friend. Your view on equality for all is inspirational James!

Room 12 Kieran Weaver 

Thomas Humpfreys 

For showing perseverance and grit on camp. Your attitude in not giving up and taking on challenges after 
injuring yourself is inspirational.  
Showing amazing collaboration skills during Survivor on camp and helping his team to achieve some 
impossible challenges. 

Room 13 Lachlan Russell 
K’Mora Katu

For his hard work and consideration throughout the week at camp. 
For her mature attitude, and her consideration of others both inside and outside of the classroom.

Room 14 Hanna Shokei 

Connie Yee-Werry

For giving everything her best go, making new friends and settling into year 8 in NZ really well. Keep up the 
awesome effort Hanna.  
For her positive attitude towards her learning and achieving her goals. Fantastic work Connie!

Room 15 Max Cook 
Ava Conaghan

For his fun personality and accepting any challenge that comes his way. Keep up the great attitude, Max! 
For her positive attitude and willingness to help with anything and everything at camp. Thank you, Ava!

Room 16 Giovanna C-De Almeida 
Luke Petford

For an excellent attitude and positive leadership. 
For a wonderful effort and participation on Year 8 camp.

Room 17 Victoria Kim 
Isobel Johnston

For coming out of her comfort zone and fully participating in camp with her friends. 
For having the courage to get up and perform a solo acapella song in front of her peers at camp. 

Room 18 Abigail Goosen 

Aimee Rumball

For displaying outstanding maturity, a very strong work ethic and representing all of the school values 
consistently. 
For great engagement during lessons and in particular by contributing regularly and putting her opinions 
forward during class discussions

Room 19 Luke McPherson 
Matti Longbottom

For always being so polite and helpful to his peers and teachers. 
For displaying sportsmanship, encouragement, and positive leadership during PE sessions.

Room 20 Barney Gould 
Isabelle Myers

For consistently going out of his way to help others & always having an excellent attitude towards learning. 
For being a responsible, considerate class member who always thinks of others and is willing to help. 

Room 21 Chloe Harper 
Lily Glancy

For being a responsible class member and showing integrity at all times. 
For showing respect for the environment and classmates.



[ ]4

Join the Belmont Intermediate PTA - New Members Needed 
The PTA organise several fundraisers for the school over the year and have lots fun along the way. If you would like to get 
involved please contact PTA secretary moyacutts@gmail.com.

Specialist Merit Mentions
Food Tech Heloise Phillips-Smith 

Jude Leonard, Ava McCrory, Claudia Pearce, George 
Spooner, Ryo Tanaka-Avers, Molly Walker, Amy McKenzie, 
Noah Ward, Lynnah Yun, Milla Henderson 

For thoughtfulness and initiative shown in offering to complete 
extra food technology duties during camp weeks. 

For excellent effort in both theory and practical aspects of food 
technology. 

Languages Lachlan Russell, Kita Weir, David Wicks-Bustos, Sage Austin Excellence in French Cultural Assessment.

Science Hugo Chapman, Barney Gould, Eden McClellan,Katherine 
Hoyte, Phineas Anderson-Tuck, Aidan Clarke,Dominic 
Cook,Oscar Cordner, Matilda Edwards, Libby Signal, Sam 
Bradley, Isobel Johnston, Kaia Schneebeli 

Excellence in Science - Section 1.

Visual Art Jack Mitchell, Chloe McCarthy, Melissa Busch,  Isabella 
Watson, Jim Wang, Emily Suh, Mitsuki Onda

Excellent application on 2D artwork.

Desperately Seeking.....Craft Supplies/ Resources  
Our soft materials groups are in much need of any of the following items this year: 
• soft ‘filling’ for their creations (any old cushions or pillows that you no longer need) 
• old check blankets or rugs 
• odd buttons  
• wool 
• pins and needles 
• zips 
• cotton fabrics 
• ribbon, fake fur, lace etc (for detailing) 

School Information and Requests

Lost Property 
Any lost property found is deposited in the lost property trunk in the hall foyer behind the stage on a daily basis. All of the 
lost property is then cleared out of the trunk every Tuesday by our lost property monitors and any named items are 
returned to their owners. Anything that is unnamed is then stored in the lost property shed, which is open every Tuesday, 
1.20pm - 1.50pm for students to locate lost items that have been cleared from the trunk in the hall foyer. The trunk in the 
hall foyer is available at all times for students to locate any lost items.  
It is very important to name all school belongings (even lunch boxes, bottles and shoes) as they can be reunited with their 
owners very quickly. Unnamed items are very difficult to return.

Calling all scientists, technologists, engineers and mathematicians – we need your help! 
Some of our students will be taking part in the Wonder Project Rocket Challenge in Term 2. It’s an amazing programme 
designed to get young Kiwis excited about STEM – science, technology, engineering and maths. The programme pairs 
STEM professionals with teachers to deliver the learning and we need more volunteers to help our kids design, build and 
launch water rockets!  

Keen to help? It only requires 1 hour a week for 6–8 weeks during Term 2. The Wonder Project team will provide you with 
training and all the resources, including a rocket kit, a rocket launcher and all the teaching modules.  
You don’t have to be a rocket scientist to guide young people on the Rocket Challenge. We are looking for passionate and 
committed professionals working in STEM fields who want to make a real difference – and inspire wonder in the minds of 
young people in their community.  Register online at wonderproject.co.nz  

mailto:moyacutts@gmail.com
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Sports News

Student Success Outside of School

Hockey 
Hockey trials scheduled for next week have been postponed until further notice. At this stage the North Harbour Hockey 
competition is scheduled to commence on 4 May. We still need to submit team entries so would like to get an indication of 
player numbers before 3 April. If your child would like to play hockey and you haven't yet registered via the online shop, 
please either register, or email sports@belmontint.school.nz to let us know your child is interested. 

Skiing 
Well done to Liam Richards who competed in the  USA 
Rocky Mountain Series over the summer holidays and 
won the Slopestyle section of the competition. A great 
result Liam!

Netsafe 
Netsafe has a wealth of information for parents trying to 
navigate the internet with safety in mind for their children. 
Follow this link to get the latest information, guidelines and 
advice. Below is an excerpt from their latest newsletter, from 
Martin Cocker, Netsafe CEO. 

“This year has got off to a busy start with a number of online 
issues being reported to us. We’ve had reports about many 
online incidents including bullying, grooming, scams and 
image-based abuse.  
Netsafe is not an enforcement agency, but we do put our knowledge and relationships to work to achieve a high-resolution 
rate. Our team are available seven days a week to provide free and confidential expert incident advice.  
Ideally, we would have enabled people to avoid or self-manage online challenges. It can be difficult to convince people to 
proactively think about safety. That’s why events like Safer Internet Day are so important as they get people thinking and 
talking about online safety.  
Another way we’re talking online safety to young people is through the Netsafe Youth Action Squad. We’ve welcomed 
onboard 35 young people to help us in the January 2020 intake. They have gone through their training and are now ready to 
activate online safety change in their school and community.” 

Auckland Top Ten Athletic Champs 
Well done to Oliver Sara who won a bronze medal at the Auckland Top Ten Athletic Team Champs recently.

mailto:sports@belmontint.school.nz
mailto:sports@belmontint.school.nz
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La classe 
de 

Français

During the last couple of weeks, Year 8 students have been studying the most 
French typical desserts made ‘gaufres’ , which originates from Belgium. Here are 
some photos & a link to read about “Typical French Desserts”.

The 25th of February was ‘Mardi Gras’, known as ‘Shrove Tuesday’, therefore the French extension class, made some 
‘crêpes’ and designed some Carnival masks, as it is very traditional for children in France to dress up for this this occasion.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PFYAtkt6tPeontHPyo363rv_z0lYwGitCGezY9bKRPw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PFYAtkt6tPeontHPyo363rv_z0lYwGitCGezY9bKRPw/edit
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Community News

Music Lessons after School: Guitar, 
Drums and Bass 
If your child is interested in continuing or learning a 
new musical instrument please feel free to contact 
me, go to heathwatsonguitar.com for more 
information. 
Lessons are 30 mins long, lots of fun and work on 
songs and music you want to do as part of lesson 
content. There are also opportunities to play with 
other students on organised 'Jam Days' that are 
included as part of the lesson term fees. 

Belmont Music Centre 
Ministry of Education funded Saturday morning music 
classes for Primary and Intermediate school aged 
children held at Belmont Intermediate School during term 
time. 
Classes re-start 8th of February 2020. 
2020 fees: $150 per class and $50 instrument hire for 
February through to December. 
40-minute small-group classes in cello, clarinet, drums, 
flute, guitar, keyboard, recorder, saxophone, singing, 
trumpet, ukulele and violin. 
Limited places still available in some classes - or plan 
early for 2021. 
All BMC students are encouraged to also join a BMC band/
orchestra for free, including Jazz Band, String Band, 
Concert Band, Rock Band and Choir. 
Details and enrolment at www.belmontmusic.org.nz 

Looking for DRUMS, BASS, or GUITAR 
Lessons?  
AJ Macfarlane has tutoring slots available on 
weekday mornings at Belmont Intermediate 
for all of these instruments! AJ helps his 
students achieve their full potential in their 
bands and Grade examinations, as well as 
broadening their musical experience and 
abilities. Slots very limited, to book lessons 
and get in touch please 
visit: www.ajsmusictutoring.com or call 
02102314586  

http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.ajsmusictutoring.com/
http://heathwatsonguitar.com/
http://www.belmontmusic.org.nz/
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Pocket Rockets Dance is excited to be back at 
Belmont Intermediate school in 2020! 

Fridays after school in the dance studio: 
Hiphop 3.15 - 4.15pm 
Contemporary 4.15pm - 5.15pm 

Enrol here: 
https://www.pocketrockets.co.nz/enrol  

Contact: Jane   
021 140 3786  
jane@pocketrockets.co.nz  
www.pocketrockets.co.nz 

https://www.pocketrockets.co.nz/enrol
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