
Causes of Straying Sheep
Tav- Psalm 119:169-176
ps 119:169 Let my cry come before you, O LORD; Give me understanding according to Your word. ps 119 17° Let
my supplication come before You; Deliver me according to Your word.
ps 119:171 Let my lips utter praise for You, teach me Your statutes.  PS 119:172 Let my tongue sing of Your word, For all Your commandments are righteousness. PS 119:173 Let Your hand be ready to help me, For I have chosen Your precepts. ps 119:174 I long for Your salvation, O LORD, And Your law is my delight. ps ' 19:175 Let my soul live that it may praise You, And let Your ordinances help me. Ps ' 19;176 1 have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your servant, For I do not forget Your commandments.
The issues: forgetting His commandments of God because of (1) failing to pray, (2) failing to praise, and (3) failing to delight in obeying God's will. However, sheep are susceptible to straying because they know the shepherd's voice, but don't understand. The lack of understanding undermines their prayers and worship. Sheep need to learn to trust the shepherd's commandments to lead them and to provide for all of their needs.
 The Suffering Servant – Isaiah 53
isa 53:I Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? ISA 53:2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or
majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  Isa 52:3 He was
despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide
their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. SA 53'4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our
sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  ISA 53:5 But He was
pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. ISA 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
The issues: (1) not believing the message (i.e., the Bible), (2) not esteeming HIM (i.e., failing to worship Him and to give Him praise and failing to value His work on the cross), and (3) "doing our own thing" rather than the will of the Lord. Sheep are susceptible to straying because they are self-centered, prideful, and value physical things rather than spiritual things. Sheep need to learn to value what Christ has done for us above the things of this world.
The Bad Shepherds — Jeremiah 50:6-7
jer 50.6 4 My people have become lost sheep; Their shepherds have led them astray. They have made them turn aside on the mountains; They have gone along from mountain to hill And have forgotten their resting place. 50.7 All who came upon them have devoured them; And their adversaries have said, 'We are not guilty, Inasmuch as they have sinned against the LORD who is the habitation of righteousness, Even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.'
\
MT 18-12 "What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying?
The issues: the sheep are led astray by bad shepherds rather than following the Good Shepherd - Christ. Among sheep, they will follow the dominant ram rather than the shepherd unless the smell of the shepherd's anointing oil overpowers their natural instincts. When we are spiritual sheep, we are susceptible to being led astray unless we receive enough sound discipleship to be able to discern the errors of the enemy.
