On Friendship
As God has purposed human relationships, marriage is the highest form.  The marriage of a man and a woman is to model the ideal conduct in relationships as they parent their children; in addition, they need to train their children in how to get along with each other and with others.  What is learned within the family becomes the basis for friendships, acquaintances, and partnerships in society.  They help to define the culture (but, of course, the culture impacts marriages as well – for good sometimes, for evil in other ways).
Among non-family relationships, friendship displays the closest form of intimacy.  Indeed, some friendships can exceed family ties.  A good example is that of Jonathan and David (1 Samuel 18 through 20).
While there are many concepts of friendship across the world cultures, there is some general agreement.  The points of agreement include:

· The tendency to desire what is best for the other (the Bible cites this as a key element of love) and do things for each other without expecting repayment (Jesus is our greatest friend – see John 15:13)
· Sympathy and empathy (see Hebrews 4:15)
· Mutual understanding and compassion (See Jonah 4, especially verse 2).
· Trust in each other, enabling one to go to the other for emotional support.  Generally, there has been a sharing/entrusting of innermost feelings that provides this trust.  Interestingly, we can view God as going to Moses when He was filled with wrath against stiff-necked Israel.  (Moses was used to intercede for Israel by reminding God that His glorious reputation among the peoples was at stake. See Deuteronomy 9.)
· Honesty, even to the extent of speaking the truth to each other when others (casual acquaintances) could not. The ability to point out faults without being (or being perceived to be) judgmental. (Note Titus 1:2; Numbers 14:18; Psalm 86:15)
However, there are also many differences in how cultures define friendships and what is allowed to be displayed as public expressions of friendship from one culture to another.
Cicero wrote a treatise on friendship that stated that the relationship rested on “trust, truth, and complete honesty.”  He maintained that friendships come to an end because of “evil behaviors” that broke one or more of these foundations.

Friendships generally entitle familiar names and nicknames in conversation.  In some cultures, friends may walk hand-in-hand or embrace and kiss in public.  In other cultures, reserved respect is manifest in public, and closer expressions are reserved for private times.
Friendships involve mutual commitment.  The strength of the friendship can generally be measured by the strength of this commitment to each other.  Commitment breeds confidence in each other while violations of trust undermine the commitment needed to perpetuate the friendship.  A great time of stress generally occurs when youthful friends get married, because the marriage should manifest a greater level of commitment than the friendship.  The commitment of friendship implies that one will always respond to a request of the other if at all possible.  As Jesus said, “You are My friends if you do what I command you. … This is My commandment, that you love one another.” (John 15:14, 17)
