Relationships with God and Components of Intimacy
0. God Toward Us

	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-10;  totally committed in loving us; infinitely loving

	Praise & Glory
	1 Thessalonians 2:12;  Revelation 3:4; 2 Samuel 22:4; Psalm 18:3; Revelation 4:11; Revelation 5:9-12; 

	Trust
	Proverbs 3:1-12; 2 Timothy 1:12-14; 1 Thessalonians 2:4; 2 Thessalonians 1; Romans 3:2

	Fidelity
	1 Corinthians 1:9; 2 Timothy 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.”

	Closeness & Communication
	Psalm 34:18; Psalm 119:151; Psalm 145:18; Matthew 28:20; Philippians 4:5; Jeremiah 23:23-24; Isaiah 55:6; 

	Empathy & Sympathy
	Jesus was born into human form, was tested at each point as we, except without sin.  Hebrews 4:15

	Openness
	God has laid open His heart and revealed His nature to us in His Word.

	Willingness & Desire to meet our needs
	Psalm 68:35; Psalm 84:11; Psalm 146; Isaiah 42:5; John 3:34; John 6:32-35; Romans 4:17; Romans 14:5; 1 Corinthians 15:38, 57; James 1:5; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5


1. We as Sheep (The Lord is the Good Shepherd)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	“Sheep” are self-centered and largely incapable of love for each other. They flock together because they “smell” (belief and behavior) alike.  Their attachment to the shepherd is primarily because he makes himself to “smell” the same and because he provides for their needs.

	Praise
	Not deeply spiritual; may be involved in spiritual worship, but may also be susceptible to false concepts of worship.
	Likely to be very emotional in worship (but also likely to not worship when “down” or in troubling times)
	Highly influenced by the world and is susceptible to praising things in the world that are un-praiseworthy.
	Will make a show of worship in order to be accepted by others

	Trust
	Trust in the Lord is very basic – for salvation and basic needs (PS 23). Hard to trust others.

	Fidelity
	“Sheep” are not faithful to each other and are prone to stray from the shepherd. Fears and false teachings are primary motivations to stray.

	Connection (closeness & comms)
	Instinctively flock together because of common “smell”, but do not form strong relational bonds.  [If you change one’s smell (with an anointing oil), the others will not associate with it; if you anoint all with the same perfume, strange sheep will freely flock together. Acceptance is strictly by smell.] Similarly, “sheep” Christians stick together with those who believe and behave in a similar manner – but they are prone to bounce from congregation to congregation because they do not find total agreement.  They may even be attracted to a cult. Sheep know the Shepherd’s voice (but do not necessarily understand what is said).

	Empathy
	Empathy and sympathy is individually personality driven, not Spirit driven

	Openness
	Depends on past experience in the world and individual personality. Tends to be open in non-Biblical and unwise ways and closed to those who should be trusted.

	Willing to meet other’s needs
	Largely self-centered and only occasionally seeks to meet other’s needs


2. Servant/Slave (Doulos) (God is Master)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	Loving acknowledgment of the goodness of the Master; able to love others, but limited by self-interests & attraction to the World

	Praise
	Praises the Master; seeks the praise and acceptance of the Master – seeks to know the will of the Master.  Worship tends to be limited to when the presence of the Master is tangible (i.e., in congregation).  Worship is seldom practiced when alone.

	Trust
	Trust in the love of the Master

	Fidelity to God
	Faithful
	Sometimes faithful
	Faithful in some ways and not in others. Easily distracted by World.

	Connection
	Sometimes struggles to hear the will of the Master, but desires to obey when the clear direction from the Master is known.  Needs to learn to hear better through the reading of the Bible and through prayer.  The quality of the connection is usually proportional to the prayer life and Bible meditation.

	Empathy & Sympathy
	Tends to be weak except toward those who have similar circumstances
	Tends to be weak
	Tends to be strong

	Openness
	“Exposed” to the Master; personality driven towards others

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Primarily as directed by the Master.  Often there is a desire to “do something” combined with not knowing exactly what to do.  This usually depends on the ability to respond to the love for service God places on their heart.  They also need to discover and stir up their spiritual gifts.


3. Subject (God is King)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	Loving acknowledgment of the sovereignty of God.  The challenge is to love God with their entire being, not just emotionally or intellectually.  There is some recognition that loving God implies obedience to His commandments.  There is also the acknowledgment that God desires us to love each other, but past hurts can get in the way.  Forgiveness is essential for growth.

	Praise
	Praise and worship are practiced publically (and often in private as well).  The challenge is to avoid religious hypocrisy in worship.

	Trust
	Trust of the wisdom of the King.  This is carried into all activities of daily life.

	Fidelity to God
	Faithful
	Faithful, but able to be distracted by daily life issues
	Faithful, but capable of being deceived
	Faithful when the Connection is strong.

	Connection
	Strong connection when supported by prayer and Bible study. However, it is subject to rapid weakening when these habits break down.  Prayer is still more toward God and all the listening is through reading the Bible.

	Empathy
	Tends to be weak toward those who are weak in faith
	Tends to be strong toward those who have been exploited

	Openness
	Generally open to the Lord, but the ability to be open to others depends on their ability to trust the individual and to see godliness in their lives.

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Generally, there is a strong desire to serve others, but the actual carrying out of actions to fulfill this desire may depend on circumstances and how well developed their spiritual gifts are.


4. Soldier (God is Captain of the Host [General])
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	The love of God extends to being willing to sacrifice self in order to give Christ glory.  Loving others “on our side” is natural; the challenge is to love our enemies.  Forgiveness is practiced where it is recognized that it is needed.

	Praise
	Praise and worship are lived out in daily life.

	Trust
	Trust in the power and authority of God.

	Fidelity to God
	Faithful
	Usually faithful
	Faithful
	Faithful

	Connection
	Able to hear the expressed will of God in daily circumstances/willing to obey

	Empathy
	Strong sympathy for those who have been touched by evil; desire to see deliverance of others.

	Openness
	Open to the Lord, readily confessing faults and seeking strength.

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Desire to help is limited only by one’s own capabilities and resources.


5. Branch (Jesus is the Vine; God the Father is the Vinedresser)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	The love of God extends to build intimacy in other ways and to overflow to cover spiritual deficiencies in other aspects of the relationship. Loving others and forgiveness are seen and confessed as necessary;

	Praise
	Praise and worship are integrated with daily life

	Trust
	Trust and reliance on the ability of God to supply and accomplish

	Fidelity
	Faithful to the Lord and to others (most of the time)

	Connection
	Tangibly close to the Lord and seeking His face

	Empathy
	Strong sympathy and empathy toward those who do not know Jesus or who need to know Him better.

	Openness
	Very open to the Lord, looking to Him for healing of faults

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Seeks to meet the needs of others when those needs are known


6. Friend of Jesus
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	The love of God builds personal integrity and extends to relationships with other people, even casual or business relationships. Strong ability to forgive.

	Praise
	Praise and worship are integrated with and practiced in daily life

	Trust
	Trust in the constant love and presence of God in all circumstances.

	Fidelity
	Full of faith to the Lord and faithful towards others, especially to fulfill personal commitments.  Very truthful.

	Connection
	Experiences the presence of the Lord and listens carefully for His direction in almost every activity

	Empathy
	Highly sympathetic toward others, especially those who need to know Jesus (or need to know Him better)

	Openness
	Very open to the Lord and willing to be vulnerable to others in order to minister to their needs.

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Seeks to learn the needs of others in order to serve them in the name of the Lord.


7. Congregation (Family of God)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	Love of God is openly expressed; love of others is concretely demonstrated, especially within the congregation.

	Praise
	Seeks to praise and worship God always.

	Trust
	Trusts in the Lord in all matters, but trust may be marginalized by personal circumstances.  Trustworthy to obey God in all areas he is aware of His will.

	Fidelity
	Faithful in all things most of the time.

	Connection
	Seeks the guidance of the Lord in many details of life. Accepts the discipline of the Lord without complaint.  Aware of His presence.

	Empathy
	Great sympathy for those who don’t know God, but angry at evil.

	Openness
	Fully open with God; cautiously willing to be open with others that are not in close relationships when warranted.

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Seeks to learn the needs of others in order to serve them in the name of the Lord. Willing to invest self in order to help others.


8. Son of God (and co-heir with/in Christ)

	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	Love of God is openly expressed; love of others is concretely demonstrated.

	Praise
	Praises and worships God as an integral part of life – sometimes unaware.

	Trust
	Fully trusting in the Lord; trustworthy to do His will

	Fidelity
	Faithful in all things

	Connection
	Welcomes the discipline of the Lord; listens for His Word in everyday details of life. Seek His guidance in every moment. Aware of His presence always.

	Empathy
	Great sympathy for those who don’t know God, but angry at evil.

	Openness
	Fully open with “Daddy” and unafraid to be open with others when warranted.

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Seeks to learn the needs of others in order to serve them in the name of the Lord.


9. Bride of Christ (in Glory)
	
	Spiritual
	Emotional
	Intellectual
	Physical

	Love
	Perfected in the love of God and for each other

	Praise of God
	Continuous and without inhibition

	Trust
	Fully trusting, trustworthy, and trusted

	Fidelity
	Totally faithful

	Closeness
	We are face to face with the Lord

	Empathy
	??

	Openness
	Fully open, all guilt and shame are taken away

	Willingness & Desire to meet other’s needs
	Needs?


