Foundations of a Healthy Church Questionnaire

Instructions to people filling out the questionnaire:

Please answer the following questions as truthfully as you can by checking only one box for each question that most closely aligns with your personal beliefs. Some questions involve “hot” issues. All answers will remain confidential, but they are important in assessing the health of your congregation and what steps need to be taken to make it healthier.

Thank you for your time and participation.

1. What is the Bible?

· A good book to be read like any other (novel, history, biography, etc.).

· Scripture – writings that are important to our religious practices and documenting the religious philosophy of Christianity (similar to other scriptures from other religions).

· Rules and regulations for living, a reference book for wisdom.

· All of the above.

· The inspired word of God, therefore infallibly true and authoritative over us.

2. What is the nature of the Trinity?

· I don’t know (or I don’t understand).

· We serve only one true God manifest in three distinct persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Our one eternal God exists in trinity, and the trinity is in unity, neither blending their persons nor dividing their essence.
· The Trinity is a description of a false doctrine about God. “Trinity” isn’t in the Bible.

· We serve only one true God, and His name is Jesus. The Trinity represents a false understanding of God.

· We really serve three gods, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are called the Trinity because they are equal in their attributes.

3. When we say that God is almighty, what does it mean?

· That God does whatever he wants to do.

· That God can do anything.

· That God is sovereign (incapable of having His will corrupted or influenced by others) and is able to accomplish His will.

· God isn’t really almighty, there are lots of things he cannot do.

· I don’t know, I don’t understand, or I have never heard the term ‘almighty’.

· That God is supernaturally powerful.

4. How did everything (the material universe) come into being?

· The universe has always been, it never “came into being”.

· God created it all (He spoke everything into existence) in 6 days (Genesis 1).

· A Big Bang occurred about 13.7 billion years ago (according to current science) and everything has evolved from that explosion.

· I don’t know; I am confused by what I hear from different places.

· God created everything using natural laws that He put into place that have formed everything over a long time.

5. Who is Jesus Christ?

· He is a great prophet who lived at his appointed time to deliver his message of truth.

· He was a wonderful man of God who lived a great example for us all.

· He is God in human form, fulfilling the requirements of God’s Law in His life, dying as an innocent for our sins on a Roman cross, who arose from the dead on the third day, who sits at the right hand of God the Father (the place of authority and judgment), and who is coming again to establish a kingdom of righteousness on earth.

· He is a son of God and the spiritual brother of Lucifer, his opponent.

· He is a great angel of God who appeared (to be) in human form in order to instruct us.

6. What is morality?

· Morality is commonly held beliefs for good behavior in a culture.

· Behavior that is acceptable among people I associate with.

· Rules and regulations as defined by the society (as in laws, rules of etiquette, and what people in authority (like bosses and teachers and police direct us to do).

· Conformance with all of the Law of God (every commandment contained in the Bible).

· Always loving everybody.

7. What is sin?

· Unbelief in Jesus Christ as God’s provision for our salvation.

· Acting in an unloving way toward another person.

· Breaking the 10 Commandments.

· Acting against moral code, like maybe drinking, smoking, gambling, addiction to drugs and stuff like that.

· Doing really bad stuff, like murder, pedophilia, robbery where somebody is seriously injured.

8. What happens to us when we die?

· We just cease to exist.

· We are judged by God for all our deeds in the body. If we are good enough, we get into heaven.

· Our body decays and we become “worm food”, returning to the dust of the earth.

· We go to heaven and become angels.

· We are judged by God for all our deeds in the body. If we are saved though our faith in Jesus, we get a new glorified body and spend eternity with Him. If we failed to receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we go to a place of eternal separation from God

9. What brings us salvation?

· Believing and trusting in Jesus Christ for His perfect life, His death on the Cross, and His resurrection. This belief came about by the grace of God disclosing Himself and giving the faith to believe.

· Our own strength and wisdom delivering us from bad behaviors.

· Our good works outweighing our bad works in the Judgment.

· The prayers of people who remember us.

· Belonging to this church.

10. What is the Church?

· A building where people gather to worship God.

· The sum of all people who believe in Jesus as their Lord.

· All the people who belong to this denomination.

· Evangelical protestants.

· Everybody who believes in God and has good behavior.

11. What are spiritual gifts?

· Things that help people actualize their spirituality.

· I don’t know. Maybe they are similar to talents.

· They were supernatural abilities of the apostles to do signs and wonders.

· They are supernatural abilities given by the Spirit to serve in the Body of Christ.

· Specialized talents developed by people to work in the church.

12. What constitutes marriage?

· People who are committed to live together.

· When a man and a woman are committed to live intimately together to form a family.

· When people are joined together in a marriage ceremony by a cleric or judge or magistrate and recognized as married by the State.

· People living together for tax and other benefits.

· People who cohabitate permanently.

13. When is sexual intercourse OK?

· Anytime you feel like it.

· Whenever adults are mutually consenting.

· When people are in a committed relationship.

· Only in the context of marriage between a husband and his wife.

· It’s always sinful.

14. How should the church deal with homosexuality?

· It’s a horrible sin – have nothing to do with such people.

· It is sin, but we are all sinners, so be accepting and loving of all people. Don’t say anything bad about them.

· Whatever! (No big deal.)

· They are living an alternative lifestyle, we should try to be accepting and understanding.

· We should endeavor to speak the truth (that homosexuality is a sin among many sins) in love and with gentleness and respect. Like all people, they need the salvation that only comes through Jesus Christ, so we should endeavor to be agents of the Gospel out of our love for them.

15. What should the church do about the abortion issue?

· What can we do? The Supreme Court has already ruled.

· We should vigorously oppose abortion, even to acts of civil disobedience.

· Abortion is murder (a premeditated act resulting in death of a person), but it is also so very harmful to the mother who aborted so we should show compassion and help her come into healing before God. Where possible, we should offer alternatives, such as adoption or child care for unwed mothers, intervening to prevent abortion but also providing positive Godly solutions.

· A woman has a right over her own body and abortion clinics are legitimate businesses providing services, so the church should not get involved. Besides, it’s not a human baby until it is born or at least formed sufficiently to be able to sustain life outside the womb.

· This is not an issue for the church to get involved in.

16. What is our personal responsibility for fulfilling the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20; “Go into all the world making disciples of all nations…”)?

· The denomination has a missions board for doing that.

· We have a special offering that we donate toward missions.

· Hey, that’s what the professionals on staff are for.

· I don’t have a calling to be a missionary, so…  Besides, there is radio, television, the Internet, and satellites that can reach the whole world now.

· Each of us has a personal responsibility to share our faith and help people become disciples of Christ.

17. Is it OK to go into debt?

· The government and my economics professor say it’s OK, so why not? They know a lot more than I do.

· Hey, we could never afford a house or car or a college education and a lot of other stuff if we couldn’t go into debt. I couldn’t run my business without some debt. It’s OK as long as I can eventually pay it off.

· The Bible says to owe nothing to anybody except love (Rom.13:8), but it was written a long time ago and things have changed in this modern age.

· The Bible says to owe nothing to anybody except love (Romans 13:8) and to get out of debt as soon as possible (Proverbs 6:1-5). It was wise when it was written and still is wise today.

· Some people go into debt and then declare bankruptcy to wipe out the debt. That sounds like a cool deal. Why not stick it to the Bank, their rich.
