Racial Reconciliation – a Biblical Perspective:

   For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by the human race. (James 3:7)
   But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. (1 Peter 2:9-10)

   The Bible uses the term “race” in 4 contexts: as a reference to (1) all humanity, to (2) God’s Chosen People (Jews & The Church), and to (3) national ethnicities plus (4) as an athletic challenge. The major emphasis is on the running of a race. In reference to a people, the Bible emphasizes the brotherhood of mankind and charges us to “love your neighbor as yourself”.  Jesus taught us that everybody is our neighbor. Resist cultural definitions.
   Where there is love, there is respect and care for each other. Since we are made in the image of God, we are, as God’s people, to behave as an image of His character toward all other people, and especially toward each other. In this, we become an example to our culture and society as to how we should behave.
   The church itself is intended to be a powerful apologetic—a visible, living expression of the Bible’s balanced view. Every local church is “a letter from Christ … written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God” (2 Cor. 3:3). When outsiders “read” that letter, they should see the trinitarian view of community lived out—not perfectly, but in a credible way. Jesus even said that people will judge whether Christianity is true by the trinitarian love they witness in the church. As the Father and the Son are one, so Jesus prayed that all Christians “may become perfectly one, *so that the world may know* that you sent Me” (John 17:23).  Francis Schaeffer called the visible manifestation of love among Christians “the final apologetic,” the single thing most likely to attract the attention of a jaded world."
   The perfect balance of unity and diversity within the Trinity offers a model for human social life—and a solution to the opposing poles of postmodernism and modernism. Against postmodernism’s dissolution of the self into the group, the Trinity implies the dignity of the individual self. Just as each Person within the Trinity is distinct and plays a unique role in the drama of salvation, so each individual person has a unique identity and purpose. The Church celebrates diversity with gratitude as gifts from God. “Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all” (Col. 3:11). We are each unique, but accepted. There is no reference to “race” within humanity.
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Some Key Elements in Leading Reconciliation in Society
   Communicate with Biblical Principles as ‘just’ people:

truthful (Proverbs 4:24 “Put away from you a deceitful mouth And put devious speech far from you.”; Ephesians 4:25 “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.”;   1 Peter 3:8-10 “To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.  For, ‘the one who desires life, to love and see good days, must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.’”), 

provable (i.e. having a witness from your behavior, the Bible, or some other known source of truth; Matthew 5:37 “But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.”), 

redemptive (Colossians 4:5-6: Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.), and 

edifying (with the positive purpose of “stimulating each other to love and good deeds, encouraging each other in the LORD” (Hebrews 10:24-25) and informing of the truth; Ephesians 4:29 says, “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.”).

Listening attentively with respect. We must respect one another’s right to disagree, and in doing so we need to appreciate their point of view and symbols they chose to reference. We might do the same, but by picking symbols loaded cultural meaning, we express protests against those that disagree and redirect the debate into unhelpful areas. We need to care just as much about the method of our disagreement or protest as the message. We need to follow Scripture, although we may choose not to quote Scripture. Don’t be offended by others.
Diversity & Disagreement do not need to disrupt relational harmony. There are a host of injustices and differing worldviews in conflict in the society. We can learn from history, but we should not allow the past to distract from seeking what is good, wise, and just for our society. Sometimes, we must make incremental gains toward a better, more unified community. In other instances, we must stand on principle in opposition to unjust authorities. Prayerful tact should lead us in our actions and words.
Seeking good solutions to community needs in love. By focusing on mutual problems and willingness to work together for what is highest and best for all is a key.
“Community” must be equally inclusive of all persons.
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