The Mazzeroth

(Hebrew Zodiac)

Interestingly, the meanings signs of the zodiac (the word “zodiac” is from the Hebrew primitive root “sodi” meaning “the Way”) are the same in all of the ancient languages of the world—Chinese, Chaldean, Egyptian, etc. This suggests that the signs have a common root predating the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). There are zodiacs in many of the ancient temples, such as Denderah and Esneh in Egypt. Since there is nothing in the pattern of the stars in the constellations to force their interpretation as a virgin or as a lion or as a hunter, this suggests that the constellations were used to teach something important to be passed down among the generations. Hebrew (and Persian and Arab) tradition says that it was the promise of redemption passed down as taught from Adam, Seth, and Enoch (the first astronomers, not astrologers). This paper summarizes the Mazzeroth as taught in Hebrew tradition and related to Scripture.


The Mazzeroth consists of 12 signs along the along the ecliptic (therefore visible across the entire earth). Each of the 12 signs has 3 decans (shepherding constellations) for a total of 48 constellations. The names of the constellations and their most significant (alpha, beta, gamma, delta, epsilon…) stars are consistent in all ancient languages. The significant stars are named in order of their brightness.


Where should one begin? What is the beginning of the story? The traditions point to Virgo. Interestingly, the Sphinx in Egypt is the head of a woman on the body of a lion. It is an older monument than the pyramids. It is known to be an astrological/astronomical monument—the head of the woman suggests Virgo and the body suggests Leo (which would be the 12th sign if Virgo is first). Applying this as the starting point, the layout of the constellations is as depicted in Table 1. (I don’t have all of the translations available. Table 1 contains what I have.)

	Sign
	Hebrew Meaning
	Principle Stars
	Decans

	1. Virgo (virgin)

associated with the tribe of Zebulon—the town of Nazareth is located on the border of Zebulon and Naphtali
	Bethulah - The Promised Seed of the Woman (Gen. 3:15)
	a. Spica (ear of corn) (in Hebrew, Tsemech (branch—same word used for the Messiah); Arabic, Al Zimach (the branch); Egypt, Aspolia (the seed); [see John 12:24]

b.  Zavijaveh (gloriously beautiful)

e. Al Mureddin (who shall have dominion) [see Ps 72:8]; in Chaldee, Vindemiatrix (son who cometh)
	Coma (The Desired) [Hag. 2:7]

Centaurus (The Despised) [Isa. 53:3]

Bootes (Coming One) [Rev. 14:14-16] includes Arcturus (He cometh) [Job 9:9], Al Katurops (treading underfoot), & Nekka (the pierced) [Zech. 12:10]

	2. Libra (the scales or balance, weighing) associated with the tribe of Levi.

{Arabic, Al Zubena (purchase, redemption); Coptic, Lambadia (station of redemption); Akkadian, Tulku (altar, sacred mound)}
	Monzanaim - The balances—the price deficient balanced by the price which covers

[see Ps 49:7 & 62:9]
	a. Zuben al Genubi (Price deficient)

b. Zuben al Chemali (Price which covers) [Rev. 5:9]

c. Zuben al Akrab (Price of the conflict) (the star towards Centaurus & Victim Slain)
	The Crux (the Cross) (in Hebrew, Adom—cut off (Dan 9:26))

Lupus (Victim or Victim Slain) (Heb. Asedah = to be slain; Egypt, Sura = a lamb)

Corona (the Crown, Bestowed) (Heb. 2:9, Rev 5:9 Zech 9:16)

	3. Scorpio (scorpion) associated with the tribe of Dan, but an eagle was used on the tribal standard rather than the scorpion 
	Akrab = scorpion, war, conflict 

Wounding him that cometh (Gen 3:13-16)
	a. Antares (the wounding)
	Serpens (trying to seize the crown) [Rev. 12] (the alpha star is Alyah in Hebrew (accursed))

Hercules (right heel wounded, he who cometh, strong one) (the gamma star is Ma’a syn = sin offering)

	4.  Sagittaurus (the archer) associated with the tribe of Ashur
	The archer, bow, conquering (Rev 6:2)
	
	Lyra (the harp) (Vega is the alpha star = he shall be exalted (Rev 19:1); Shelyh (eagle) is the beta star)

Ara (the altar) (Ps 21:9)

Draco (the dragon, trodden on) (Ps 91:13 & Rev 12:9)

	5. Capricornus (the Goat-Fish) associated with the tribe of Naphtali
	The sin offering 
	
	Sagitta (the arrow)

Aquila (the eagle)

Delphinus (the dolphin)

	6. Aquarius (the man, the water bearer) associated with Reuben
	The Servant Man
	Scheat (He who returneth)
	Piscis Australis (the southern fish)

Pegasus (the winged horse) contains Markah (returning from afar)

Cygnus (the swan, Bird of Return) contains Deneb (the judge)

	7. Pisces (The fishes) associated with Simeon
	Dagin (the fishes)

the fishes tied together; a divided kingdom
	
	Alrisha (the Band that ties together)

Andromeda (the Chained Woman)

Desma (the Bound)

Cepheus (the Crowned King) star names include “coming quickly” “redeemer” & “the breaker”

	8. Aries (the Ram) associated with Gad
	Taleh (the Lamb) [changed to a ram by the Romans]

The Lamb Slain (John 1:29; Rev 5:9, 12)
	
	Cassiopeia (the enthroned woman) in Hebrew - Schedir (the freed)

Cetus (Sea Monster)

Perseus (the Breaker)

	9. Taurus (the Ox) associated with Joseph
	Shur (the Ruler)
	
	Orion (the hunter) in Hebrew means “the Dayspring”

Eridanus (the River of the Judge)

Auriga (the Shepherd)

	10. Gemini (the Twins) associated with Benjamin
	Thaumin (united)
	
	Lepus (the hare)

Canis Major (the big dog) in Hebrew: Zeeb (the wolf)

Canis Minor (the little dog) in Hebrew - Lamb

	11. Cancer (the Crab) associated with Issachar
	Tegmine (the sheepfold) [representing the congregation of believers - re John 10]
	
	Ursa Major (the greater sheepfold) alpha star is Dubheh, the herd. The Greeks mistook the sign of the herd for the sign of a bear.

Ursa Minor (the lesser sheepfold) [there are 24 stars in these 2 decans circling the Pole Star (re Rev 4:4)

Argo (the Ship) in Hebrew: Redeemed

	12. Leo (the Lion) associated with Judah
	Arieh (the Lion King)
	Regulus (treading under foot)

Denebola (the judge cometh)

Deneb Aleced (the judge shall reign)
	Hydra (the Fleeing Serpent)

Crater (the Cup of Fire)

Corvus (the Raven)


It should be noted that the ancient names were all consistent, but the Babylonians, the Romans, and especially the Greeks introduced a number of name changes to fit their mythologies (which were all constructed to be different within 150 years of the time of Christ). Consider that many of the ancient traditions of the ancients are much closer to each other (such as the Great Flood) and diverge over time within the culture. The signs in the stars are but another example of this.
