Habakkuk
Introduction

How many times have you heard, “God’s in His heaven; all is right with the world!” and then looked at the stuff going on in the world, or even in your own life, and thought, “doesn’t look all that ‘right’ to me; God must be asleep on the job.” Or maybe you or someone you know has said, “How can a good God allow all this evil in this world?” These are real questions that all of us commonly face at points in our lives, but we are not alone in asking these questions. Effectively, the book of Habakkuk asks, and answers, these questions.


What do we know about Habakkuk? Aside from this book of prophesy, nothing. However, there are a number of things we can safely infer:
1. Habakkuk was a prophet (from verse 1). From the simple statement in verse 1, Habakkuk was probably recognized as a prophet in his own day.
2. He is prophesying during the days of the decline of the Kingdom of Judah, but before the Babylonian Captivity (which is prophesied as future, but soon, by this Book). The time is safely prior to 605 BC (the date of the initial conquering by Babylon), and perhaps prior to the fall of Nineveh in 612 BC, which signaled the ascendency of Babylon as a world power. However, this prophesy can also be placed just as well in the period just after the death of King Josiah (609 BC). We cannot place a certain date because the usual references to the days of the king are missing (along with any other reference to contemporary dating).
3. He lived long enough to see the fulfillment of his prophesy (as inferred by God’s declaration in verse 5).

We can also infer from other sources outside the Bible the following:

4. The Hebrew root of Habakkuk’s name means “embrace.” (But Habakkuk is not mentioned outside this Book within the Bible. Other mentions of extra-Biblical sources are varied and unreliable.)
5. There is no dispute over the canonicity of the Book of Habakkuk. It was readily accepted by Hebrew scholars and teachers from an early date relative to its writing. However, the work of the prophet is rather unique in that he dialogs with God about the people rather than representing God to the people.


In the general time of this book, the Kingdom of Israel has been in captivity under the Assyrians for over 100 years, and the Kingdom of Judah has been in moral decline. We know from other books of the Bible that during this time, there has been no celebration of the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles), which commemorated the provision of God while wandering through the wilderness for 40 years and which served as a week of national thanksgiving, for about 800 years. The Feast of Passover has been forgotten repeatedly and only occasionally revived. Similarly, the Day of Atonement, Pentecost, and the Feast of Trumpets are all only sporadically remembered. The years of jubilee and the Sabbath rest for the land had not be remembered. In Jeremiah, we learn that these were forgotten for 490 years, which refers to a time before Israel became a kingdom (probably to the time when Eli was judging Israel, preceding Samuel). In other words, God has been systematically forgotten in Israel. Problems with idolatry were severe. Also, those who were prospering materially were often enslaving those who were in debt and not forgiving the debt as required by the Law. Moral decline is rampant.
Habakkuk’s Complaint

HAB 1:1-4 The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2 “How long, O LORD, will I call for help, And You will not hear? I cry out to You, ‘Violence!’ Yet You do not save. 3 Why do You make me see iniquity, And cause me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and contention arises. 4 Therefore the law is ignored And justice is never upheld. For the wicked surround the righteous; Therefore justice comes out perverted. 

Habakkuk expresses his burden (oracle) about increasing violence, iniquity, wickedness, destruction, strife, contention, disregard for the law (and The Law), injustice, persecution of the righteous by the wicked, and the perversions of justice in the society (Judah and Jerusalem) during his days. All of these things have increased in his lifetime and he has been crying out to the LORD, but he is not hearing a response. He has been seeking the intervention of the LORD to reverse these things in the society, but the LORD has not acted. So, Habakkuk is asking, “How long, O LORD…”


As an active prophet, Habakkuk is spiritually mature and used to hearing from the Lord. His issue is that he is not hearing from the Lord with regard to the petitions Habakkuk has been raising to God about the society. He has made petitions, but they go unanswered. Not hearing from God is an issue of concern to a true prophet of God.
Questions:

1. Do you ever observe or feel that your society or culture is deteriorating morally and spiritually?


a. If so, how to you feel prompted to respond?


b. If not, do issues of increasing violence, disregard for the law, rising strife in the society, or corruption of justice bother you? What do you do about it? What do you think you can do about it?

2. In what ways is our society similar or different to that in the days of Habakkuk?  (In considering this question, it is useful to study 2 Kings 22 and 23, 2 Chronicles 34 and 35, and the early chapters of Jeremiah. The quick summary is that although King Josiah was a good king and reforming Judah, there were many violations of the Law persisting, extensive idol worship, and many practices where the rich were exploiting the poor. The people were ignoring the Law and the prophets, deserving to be punished according to the word of God since the days of Moses. Feasts were being ignored, as well as the practices commanded by God associated with those feasts. The years of jubilee were not observed.)
3. Do you ever feel ignored by God when your circumstances aren’t “going your way”?
4. How do you deal with God seeming to ignore you?

God’s Initial Response
HAB 1:5-11 “Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days— you would not believe if you were told. 6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, That fierce and impetuous people Who march throughout the earth To seize dwelling places which are not theirs. 7 They are dreaded and feared; Their justice and authority originate with themselves. 8 Their horses are swifter than leopards And keener than wolves in the evening. Their horsemen come galloping, Their horsemen come from afar; They fly like an eagle swooping down to devour. 9 All of them come for violence. Their horde of faces moves forward. They collect captives like sand.  10 They mock at kings And rulers are a laughing matter to them. They laugh at every fortress And heap up rubble to capture it.  11 Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on. But they will be held guilty, They whose strength is their god.” 

God now answers Habakkuk. HE tells His servant that He is doing something very astonishing and unprecedented in the eyes of Habakkuk which he will observe during his life. HE is raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians), who will prove to be an irresistible foe, resulting in Judah being captured and Jerusalem reduced to rubble (as they will do to all the other surrounding nations).

It is easy to overlook the last of verse 11…“but they will be held guilty; they whose strength is their idol god.”

Questions:

5. Do we know or recognize when God is disciplining His people in our own culture?

6. Does our society as a whole recognize acts of God used to discipline us for our idolatry?

7. Is our society deserving of God’s discipline?

8. What are some ways God chastens us as a people? How is this different from His discipline of us as individuals?

Habakkuk’s Response to God
HAB 1:12-17 “Are You not from everlasting, O LORD, my God, my Holy One? We will not die. You, O LORD, have appointed them to judge; And You, O Rock, have established them to correct.  13 Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You cannot look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor On those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they?  14 Why have You made men like the fish of the sea, Like creeping things without a ruler over them?  15 The Chaldeans bring all of them up with a hook, Drag them away with their net, And gather them together in their fishing net. Therefore they rejoice and are glad.  16 Therefore they offer a sacrifice to their net and burn incense to their fishing net; Because through these things their catch is large, And their food is plentiful.  17 Will they therefore empty their net And continually slay nations without sparing?
HAB 2:1 I will stand on my guard post And station myself on the rampart; And I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, And how I may reply when I am reproved.”


It is instructive to us to observe how Habakkuk responds to this shocking revelation from the Lord. His immediate response is to appeal to the character of the LORD GOD – holy, pure, righteous in judgment. Then he expresses his question to the Lord, which can be summarized as, “How can You show favor to this vicious, ungodly people over Your chosen people?” Of course, he (and we) can observe God doing this same thing in the past, especially in the days of the Judges.

During the Judges, everyone “did what was right in his own eyes” (see Judges 17:6 and 21:25), which resulted in idolatry. God raised up enemies, who conquered them and burdened them with taxes to the point of poverty and starvation. Then the people cried out to the Lord in their distress and He raised up a judge through whom the Lord wondrously delivered them. They would serve the Lord all the days of the judge, but as soon as he died, they reverted to their idolatry. This cycle was repeated no less than 7 times over 4 centuries.

During the age of the kings, God often used enemies to cause the king and the people to turn to the Lord for their help. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been conquered and taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC. The Assyrians were a fierce and cruel people. In the days of Habakkuk, they would be conquered by the Babylonians/Chaldeans.

In examining the things which brought the judgment of God on His people, idolatry is the main cause. God warned Israel against idolatry in the 10 Commandments and frequently since then through the prophets.


In Habakkuk 2:1, the prophet expresses his diligence and readiness to hear the Lord, even if it means his own chastisement. Clearly, he fears the Lord and is not being presumptive.

It is also easy for us to fail to recognize the declaration in verse 12, “We will not die.” In making this statement, Habakkuk is noting God’s revelation regarding Israel as described in the verse. We should recognize that the prophesies in which Habakkuk is taking confidence are Messianic prophesies. The guarantee of God is that the nation will persist to give birth to His Messiah, who will ultimately judge the nations. If this is the case, how can the Most Holy God tolerate the wickedness of the Chaldeans? They deserve to be judged rather than be used to judge Judah.

Questions:

9. In what ways do you see God working in the circumstances of the world around us where we are led to wonder why God is doing what He is doing?

10. How does Habakkuk express the question, “why do bad things happen to good people?” – or does he?
The Lord’s Answer
HAB 2:2-20 Then the LORD answered me and said, “Record the vision And inscribe it on tablets, That the one who reads it may run.  3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will certainly come, it will not delay. 4 Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the righteous will live by his faith.  5 Furthermore, wine betrays the haughty man, So that he does not stay at home. He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, And he is like death, never satisfied. He also gathers to himself all nations And collects to himself all peoples. 6 Will not all of these take up a taunt-song against him, Even mockery and insinuations against him And say, ‘Woe to him who increases what is not his— For how long— And makes himself rich with loans?’ 7 Will not your creditors rise up suddenly, And those who collect from you awaken? Indeed, you will become plunder for them. 8 Because you have looted many nations, All the remainder of the peoples will loot you— Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, To the town and all its inhabitants. 9 Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house To put his nest on high, To be delivered from the hand of calamity!  10 You have devised a shameful thing for your house By cutting off many peoples; So you are sinning against yourself. 11 Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, And the rafter will answer it from the framework. 12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed And founds a town with violence!  13 Is it not indeed from the LORD of hosts That peoples toil for fire, And nations grow weary for nothing?  14 For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 15 Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk So as to look on their nakedness! 16 You will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. The cup in the LORD'S right hand will come around to you, And utter disgrace will come upon your glory. 17 For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, And the devastation of its beasts by which you terrified them, Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, To the town and all its inhabitants. 18 What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, Or an image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork When he fashions speechless idols.  19 Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, ‘Awake!’ To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’ And that is your teacher? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, And there is no breath at all inside it.  20 But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him.” 


The Lord’s answer does not rebuke Habakkuk. Rather, the prophet is instructed to write everything down so that those who read and heed will flee the coming judgment. The Lord guarantees that it will come to pass soon. It is judgment against those who are prideful and resisting the LORD and disobeying His commandments. The Lord is speaking extensively against the proud and promising just recompense for their failure to humble themselves before the Lord, repent, and seek His face.

Notice the phrases initiated with “woe to” or “because” as they provide explanation from God’s perspective:

Verse 6 Woe to him who increases what is not his…
Verse 8 Because you have looted many nations …

Verse 9 Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house…
Verse 12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed …

Verse 15 Woe to you who make your neighbors drink (poison)…

Verse 17 Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, To the town and all its inhabitants …

Verse 19 Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, ‘Awake!’ To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’…
Each of these phrases introduces a topic of wickedness and how God will judge those who are guilty of these sins. Many of the inhabitants of Jerusalem were guilty of at least some of these wicked acts.


The answer also contains some really important phrases to be remembered. In verse 2:4, “But the righteous will live by his faith.” This verse is cited several times in the New Testament (see Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38), In verse 2:14, “For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD” This is a theme repeated in other parts of the Old Testament and fulfilled in Revelations. Many churches use verse 2:20, “the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him” in their worship services.
Questions:

11. What lessons can we learn from the Lord’s answer to Habakkuk

a. with regard to His justice?


b. with regard to His discipline of our society?


c. in general?

12. Does the Lord’s answer provide any warnings to us personally?

13. Do we observe any of the issues that the Lord is judging in our own society?
Habakkuk’s Prayer
HAB 3:1-19 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. 2 “LORD, I have heard the report about You and I fear. O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years, In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy. 3 God comes from Teman, And the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah.” 

Habakkuk’s prayer is a song of praise to the Lord. This initial passage introduces its purpose. “In wrath, remember mercy” is the key request put before God.

“Shigionoth” refers to an energetic, vibrantly expressive, passionate song. Habakkuk is inviting everyone else to share in this prayer. It is in the form of a song to assist in memorizing it. (Well, maybe it isn’t so poetic in translation to other languages, but it was for those for whom it was meant.)

The term “Selah” is enigmatic, and there are differing opinions, even among Hebrew scholars, about what it means. It is used 71 times in the Psalms and here in Habakkuk 3. Translators of the Amplified Bible translate it as "pause, and think of that." Its use as a meditative pause in the Psalms and here seems to fit well.


Mount Paran is another name for Mount Sinai or Horeb. Teman is a nearby region. The imagery is of God arising in His glory from the east upon Israel such as the way the sun rises in the east to reveal a new day.
“His splendor covers the heavens, And the earth is full of His praise. 4 His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand, And there is the hiding of His power. 5 Before Him goes pestilence, And plague comes after Him.  6 He stood and surveyed the earth; He looked and startled the nations. Yes, the perpetual mountains were shattered, The ancient hills collapsed. His ways are everlasting.  7 I saw the tents of Cushan under distress, The tent curtains of the land of Midian were trembling. 8 Did the LORD rage against the rivers, Or was Your anger against the rivers, Or was Your wrath against the sea, That You rode on Your horses, On Your chariots of salvation?  9 Your bow was made bare, The rods of chastisement were sworn. Selah.” 

The prayer continues in praise of the Lord. In this part, He is manifested in nature. He judges through both disease and the forces of nature. 
“You cleaved the earth with rivers.  10 The mountains saw You and quaked; The downpour of waters swept by. The deep uttered forth its voice, It lifted high its hands.  11 Sun and moon stood in their places; They went away at the light of Your arrows, At the radiance of Your gleaming spear.  12 In indignation You marched through the earth; In anger You trampled the nations.  13 You went forth for the salvation of Your people, For the salvation of Your anointed. You struck the head of the house of the evil To lay him open from thigh to neck. Selah.”

The Creator of everything is glorious above everything. The anger He expresses is against the ungodliness and evil of the nations, yet He provides salvation for His people.
14 “You pierced with his own spears The head of his throngs. They stormed in to scatter us; Their exultation was like those Who devour the oppressed in secret.  15 You trampled on the sea with Your horses, On the surge of many waters. 16 I heard and my inward parts trembled, At the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, And in my place I tremble. Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, For the people to arise who will invade us.  17 Though the fig tree should not blossom And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive should fail And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold And there be no cattle in the stalls, 18 Yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord GOD is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, And makes me walk on my high places.” 
For the choir director, on my stringed instruments.

The prayer concludes extolling the Lord’s victory over the throngs of the wicked. The prayer emphasizes that the Lord shall be praised even when there is a total failure of all crops and all forms of wealth. HE and he alone is the source of salvation. HE provides the strength to endure and to walk victoriously.

Rather than focusing on the distress of times of judgment, Habakkuk leads us to focus on the Lord GOD who preserves us (in eternity if not through the immediate circumstances).


The last phrase, “For the choir director, on my stringed instruments” calls all of us to share in this prayer praising the Lord God most high. He is providing instruments of praise. He is calling for the leaders of worship to direct us in this praise.


We keep in mind that this prayer of praise is offered after God has declared His judgment on ungodliness of even His own people because they deserve it and need it. Habakkuk is directing us to think of giving thanks and praise to God in any and every circumstance (even the unpleasant and painful parts of being disciplined).

Questions:

14. How does Habakkuk’s prayer address the problem of evil in the world?

15. What perspective has Habakkuk learned from his conversation with God about evil in the world?

16. What have you learned from Habakkuk’s prayer?

17. What have you learned from the Book of Habakkuk?

Answers (for you to fill in)

1. Do you ever observe or feel that your society or culture is deteriorating morally and spiritually?


a. If so, how to you feel prompted to respond?


b. If not, do issues of increasing violence, disregard for the law, rising strife in the society, or corruption of justice bother you? What do you do about it? What do you think you can do about it?

2. In what ways is our society similar or different to that in the days of Habakkuk?  (In considering this question, it is useful to study 2 Kings 22 and 23, 2 Chronicles 34 and 35, and the early chapters of Jeremiah. The quick summary is that although King Josiah was a good king and reforming Judah, there were many violations of the Law persisting, extensive idol worship, and many practices where the rich were exploiting the poor. The people were ignoring the Law and the prophets, deserving to be punished according to the word of God since the days of Moses. Feasts were being ignored, as well as the practices commanded by God associated with those feasts. The years of jubilee were not observed.)

3. Do you ever feel ignored by God when your circumstances aren’t “going your way”?

4. How do you deal with God seeming to ignore you?

5. Do we know or recognize when God is disciplining His people in our own culture?

6. Does our society as a whole recognize acts of God used to discipline us for our idolatry?

7. Is our society deserving of God’s discipline?

8. What are some ways God chastens us as a people? How is this different from His discipline of us as individuals?

9. In what ways do you see God working in the circumstances of the world around us where we are led to wonder why God is doing what He is doing?

10. How does Habakkuk express the question, “why do bad things happen to good people?” – or does he?

11. What lessons can we learn from the Lord’s answer to Habakkuk


a. with regard to His justice?


b. with regard to His discipline of our society?


c. in general?

12. Does the Lord’s answer provide any warnings to us personally?

13. Do we observe any of the issues that the Lord is judging in our own society?

14. How does Habakkuk’s prayer address the problem of evil in the world?

15. What perspective has Habakkuk learned from his conversation with God about evil in the world?

16. What have you learned from Habakkuk’s prayer?

17. What have you learned from the Book of Habakkuk?


Answers (brief ones from Pastor John Townsend)

1. Do you ever observe or feel that your society or culture is deteriorating morally and spiritually?


a. If so, how to you feel prompted to respond?


In my lifetime, I have seen tremendous moral and spiritual deterioration in our society. Some of it is as a result of Supreme Court decisions, some coming from legislative actions, some from ungodliness in the arts and entertainment industry, some from within our education system, but mostly from failures of The Church to fulfill its Scriptural duties. I have been prompted by the Spirit to actively speak out in a number of public and cultural venues and to advocate for righteousness. However, the major calling I feel is to speak among pastors and church leaders to correct the failures within The Church. These issues have been matters of much prayer, but my prayers have changed from “Lord, please fix us” to “Lord, direct me in what you want me to do that Your Name might be glorified in our society and culture.”


b. If not, do issues of increasing violence, disregard for the law, rising strife in the society, or corruption of justice bother you? What do you do about it? What do you think you can do about it?


Moral deterioration in a society or culture should bother everyone in that society. It most certainly bothers God. What can one person do about a general problem pervading a society? How you answer this question can give you insights into what God might be calling you to do.
2. In what ways is our society similar or different to that in the days of Habakkuk?  (In considering this question, it is useful to study 2 Kings 22 and 23, 2 Chronicles 34 and 35, and the early chapters of Jeremiah. The quick summary is that although King Josiah was a good king and reforming Judah, there were many violations of the Law persisting, extensive idol worship, and many practices where the rich were exploiting the poor. The people were ignoring the Law and the Prophets, deserving to be punished according to the word of God since the days of Moses. Feasts were being ignored, as well as the practices commanded by God associated with those feasts. The years of jubilee were not observed.)


I see God’s people in America (i.e., The Church) largely caught up in materialism and the related forms of subtle idolatry. Too many leaders in The Church don’t believe in the authoritativeness and inerrancy of Word of God, and teach falsely as a result. The people are as sheep without a shepherd because they have lost their focus on Christ.
3. Do you ever feel ignored by God when your circumstances aren’t “going your way”?


I don’t personally feel ignored, but I do feel more aware that my feelings might not be aligned with God’s. It causes me to seek what the will of God might be. I suppose this is very similar to what Habakkuk might have gone through.
4. How do you deal with God seeming to ignore you?


Because of my personal response in (3) above, it causes me to examine myself and my motives. It causes me to seek to find anything in me about which I need to repent. It causes me to order my prayers seeking to be more careful about how I am praying on the issue in which I feel God is ignoring me in. As an example, I have seriously sought revival in San Diego and the US. It is not happening, and I know it cannot happen until there is readiness for repentance among God’s people.
5. Do we know or recognize when God is disciplining His people in our own culture?


I am absolutely convinced that the marked increase in “natural” disasters in the US is a certain sign of God’s displeasure with His people in our culture. Many of these disasters have been in the Bible Belt of the US.
6. Does our society as a whole recognize acts of God used to discipline us for our idolatry?


No. Although the Insurance Industry defines “Acts of God” as a category of coverage (or exclusion from coverage), most people discount such events as being discipline from God. For the most part, our society does not confess any of its idolatrous activities as being morally wrong.
7. Is our society deserving of God’s discipline?


Yes. (By the way, every society in the world is deserving of His discipline.)
8. What are some ways God chastens us as a people? How is this different from His discipline of us as individuals?


Natural disasters and speaking to us through Godly men. Also, God does use the ungodly to chasten us. The 9-11 (2001) attacks are often pointed to as such a chastening.
9. In what ways do you see God working in the circumstances of the world around us where we are led to wonder why God is doing what He is doing?


If I had never read Revelation, I would really be wondering about the rise of radical Islam and radical Hinduism in the world today. Having read Revelation, I interpret the rise of radical Islam, especially, as preparatory for the time of Tribulation.
10. How does Habakkuk express the question, “why do bad things happen to good people?” – or does he?


In truth, Habakkuk does not address this question. He recognized the sins and violence of his society. The nature of his question is more along the lines of (1) “but why are YOU using the exceedingly wicked Chaldeans to chastise us?” and (2) “why have YOU delayed so long in acting to correct us?”

To answer “why do bad things happen to good people” questions, one does need to address the Scriptural reasons for suffering. Since there are at least 12 different reasons for suffering, there are potentially 12 different answers. In the greater scheme of things, we need to cite Romans 8:28, “for we know that God causes all things to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His (good) purposes.” God is indeed in sovereign and ultimate control of all things, but much of His purpose is hidden to us. What is not hidden to us is the fact that God uses adversity to cause people to seek His face.

11. What lessons can we learn from the Lord’s answer to Habakkuk


a. with regard to His justice?


God inherently loves justice, and is constantly working to bring about justice. It is in His time, not ours. He knows the end from the beginning and does work the eternal best.

b. with regard to His discipline of our society?


That God is at work to draw us to Himself. If we continue to resist, the consequences will become greater.

c. in general?


See (a) and (b) above.
12. Does the Lord’s answer provide any warnings to us personally?


Yes, in a variety of ways. If we are not warned when we are straying, it is in willful disobedience; however, we can be so self-deceived that we have become dull listeners.
13. Do we observe any of the issues that the Lord is judging in our own society?


Abortion, divorce, redefinition of marriage, materialism, greed (idolatry)…
14. How does Habakkuk’s prayer address the problem of evil in the world?


God is always right and ever deserving of our thanksgiving and praise. Without this thanksgiving and praise to the one true and living God, evil increases.
15. What perspective has Habakkuk learned from his conversation with God about evil in the world?


God is always right and ever deserving of our thanksgiving and praise. We need to live continuously by faith in Him.
16. What have you learned from Habakkuk’s prayer?


God is always right and ever deserving of our thanksgiving and praise.
17. What have you learned from the Book of Habakkuk?


God is always right and ever deserving of our thanksgiving and praise.
