Book of Esther
This is one my favorite books of the Bible.  Nowhere in this book is God mentioned but no book speaks more clearly of the gracious sovereign protection of God towards His people.

The invisible God can only be seen by His footprints in history.  The hand that shields His people can only be seen by faith.  

This book emphasizes prayer.  We will learn much about the method and manner of true intercession.  We see a clear foreshadowing of Christ’s High Priestly office.  Yet no prayer is recorded or reported.

Chapter One:

Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, in those days as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne which was at the citadel in Susa, in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his princes and attendants, the army officers of Persia and Media, the nobles and the princes of his provinces being in his presence.  (Esther 1:1-4)
Ahasuerus is also known as Xerxes I, son of Darius the Great.  He is the king who launched the spectacular invasion of Greece.  His father began plans for an expedition to Greece and Xerxes pursued his father’s project to subdue Greece, but made lengthy preparations.  The expedition was ready to move in 480 B.C. and Xerxes himself took the lead.  The Persian army was about two million men and about 1200 ships.  This campaign included the famous battle of Thermopylae where 300 Spartans gave their lives for Greece.  Xerxes was prevented from conquering the peninsula.    

We will see in Scripture that he was a weak man, easily manipulated by others and very proud and self-indulgent, given to fits of temper and rash decisions that he later regrets.  This is the man that Esther must marry.
The Persian Empire was the largest the world had ever seen.  It crossed modern-day Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and parts of Egypt, Sudan, Libya and Arabia.  Millions of people speaking many languages owed allegiance to Xerxes I, the king.  He was known as “The Great King, the King of Kings.”  

His empire was administered by a massive bureaucracy served by a kind of “pony express” designed to convey official paperwork from one end of the known world to the other in the shortest possible time.

It was interconnected and governed by a uniform set of laws.  The official edicts passed by the king under royal seal were irrevocable.
And he displayed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor of his great majesty for many days, 180 days.  When these days were completed, the king gave a banquet lasting seven days for all the people who were present at the citadel in Susa, from the greatest to the least, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace.  There were hangings of fine white and violet linen held by cords of fine purple linen on silver rings and marble columns, and couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones.  Drinks were served in golden vessels of various kinds, and the royal wine was plentiful according to the king’s bounty.  The drinking was done according to the law, there was no compulsion, for so the king had given orders to each official of his household that he should do according to the desires of each person.  Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the palace which belonged to King Ahasuerus..  (Esther 1:4-9)
Xerxes I displayed his vast fortune, splendor and wealth and the glory of his majesty for all to see.  In his eyes, his wealth and power knew no bounds.  To give an example of his huge pride, the following inscription was discovered on a foundation stone that confirms his titles and territorial claims mentioned in the book of Esther.  It demonstrates his arrogance.  “I am Xerxes, the great king, the only king, the king of (all) countries (which speak) all kind of languages, the king of this (entire) big and far-reaching earth – the son of King Darius, the Achaemenian, a Persian, son of a Persian, an Aryan of Aryan descent.”  It was thought that his empire was so great that the sun never set on it.
Such wealth and grandeur comes at a great price – human pride and eventual ruin.  Does his showing off his wealth and splendor remind us of another king?  How about Hezekiah, king of Judah, who foolishly showed off his wealth before the envoys of Babylon only to be told by the prophet Isaiah that those same treasures would be carried off by the king of Babylon as spoils of war.  We must always remember what the Bible tells us about pride.  “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”  (Proverbs 16:18)
All the events of Esther happened in Susa, the winter citadel (fortress).  In the third year of his reign, the entire period of royal residence was given over to the entertainment of the empire’s officials.  Matters of state were also combined with this carousing.  Not every moment of these six months were spent in drunken revelry.  Officials came and went as their duties permitted.  But whatever business was conducted, it was done in lavish surroundings and ended in an abundance of food and drink.  At the end of this 6-month period, the balance between work and play changed and for seven days all restraint was removed.  They ate, drank and made merry as no group of men had ever done before.  Even Scripture records this display of opulence.  
Particular emphasis was given to the removal of the normal restraints imposed by drinking etiquette.  The usual protocol (etiquette) was that a guest did not eat or drink more than the king.    He removed these restrictions making it a virtual free-for-all!  No greater exhibition of the wealth and generosity of their king could be imagined.  This was an opulent (lavish, magnificent) feast by any standard.  The cream of society by the hundreds gathered to be treated to a mind-blowing display of luxury.  No expense was spared on the surroundings, food or drink.  Every individual whim was cared for.  
As we can tell from Scripture, the wine flowed freely and the king and his guests were pretty well smashed.  We will see that his drunkenness impaired his thinking and as a result, he sinned against his queen Vashti by treating her unjustly in seeking to abase her and later punishing her unfairly.  
I do not want to provide a sermon on the consuming alcohol however we see that as a result of drunkenness, there are driving offenses, public order issues and sexual immorality - just three problems brought about by alcohol abuse.  There are many more that we can cite…poor decision making, abuse of all kinds to men, women and children, health issues, etc.  I am not telling you never to drink, but to use wisdom in how much you drink.  Some of you may not ever want to drink alcohol due to a problem with addiction.  Some may not be able to control the amount they drink leaving themselves open to manipulation of all sorts.  Some may be able to drink without a problem, etc. etc.
We see that Queen Vashti had a feast for the women as well so they were not left out of the luxurious party.  

Queen Vashti’s Refusal 

EST 1:10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus,  to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown in order to display her beauty to the people and the princes, for she was beautiful.  

But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. Then the king became very angry and his wrath burned within him. (Esther 1:10-12)
We see that the hearts of the men present at the feast were very far from God.  We see that Xerxes did not treat his wife correctly.  He was to cherish, protect and respect her.  That is what God placed on every man’s heart – you know, the law written on everyone’s heart.  (“this is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the lord: I will put my laws upon their heart, and on their mind I will write them,”  Hebrews 10:16))  He summoned her to be an object of lustful entertainment, a possession to be used and paraded.  This is what Xerxes sought to make Vashti, his queen and wife.  She was not invited to join the guests; she was brought to please their eyes.  She was to titillate the senses of a crowd of drunken men.  Trust me; he did not summon her there to show off her beautiful gold crown or exquisite dress.  He probably wanted to show her off topless or naked.  He sinned against his wife and the queen!  She refused to come and it was her right as the queen.  She was more righteous than Xerxes in refusing to come to be paraded.  Even in that culture, he should not have treated his queen that way.  Vashti was his primary wife and queen; the other women in his life were secondary wives and concubines.  Xerxes abandoned his responsibility as a king towards a subject let alone his queen.  He failed as a king, husband and a man.
Why do you think she refused to come?  Anger, pride, disdain (contempt), marital fidelity, love, royal decorum (propriety, dignity), or early feminism.  When she refused to come, she set into motion an momentous (significant, important) train of events.  
Question – should she have obeyed her husband?  We know that a wife should be submissive to her husband.  Our duty to submit, ladies, is not without limitation!  There are many examples of women in the Bible who did not obey:  the evil command of Pharaoh to kill all newborn Hebrew male children.  They disobeyed and God was kind to them.  The command was contrary to the will of God so the duty to submit was negated (made ineffective or invalid, nullified).  Remember Acts 4:18-20)  I will read it, “And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
We must recognize that Vashti’s refusal to come was the correct one regardless of her motive. She set a good example for all women by being modest above the conflicting goal of career self-advancement.  Such principled action is never without consequence.  For example, when in the Navy there was a female first class petty officer in our division.  John and I shared a division of men and women when on active duty in the early 70’s.  This petty officer was sexually approached by her Navy LT boss for sex and she turned him down.  She was married at the time and wanted to remain faithful to her husband.  She was not attracted to him and also did not want to advance by having sex with superior officers.  As a result, she was given a unjustly poor fitness report.  That resulted her in not being chosen for Petty Officer of the Year!  Preserving her dignity cost Vashti her crown!  There is no guarantee that we will not be called upon to suffer for doing what is right.
Of course, the king was embarrassed and humiliated in front of all his guests that she did not appear as commanded.  His being drunk and insecure did not help either.  We will see that his rage started hasty actions that were bitterly regretted.  Sinful men typically react to principled (moral) actions with anger.  The mark of a child of God is not that he or she does not sin; it lies in his or her reaction to it when God reveals that sin.  Xerxes was no child of God!  He burned with anger – he lost his temper.  His rage blinded him to his foolishness and his love for Vashti.
Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times—for it was the custom of the king so to speak before all who knew law and justice and were close to him: Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media who had access to the king’s presence and sat in the first place in the kingdom—“According to law, what is to be done with Queen Vashti, because she did not obey the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?”  In the presence of the king and the princes, Memucan said, “Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king but also all the princes and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.  “For the queen’s conduct will become known to all the women causing them to look with contempt on their husbands by saying, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in to his presence, but she did not come.’  “This day the ladies of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s conduct will speak in the same way to all the king’s princes, and there will be plenty of contempt and anger.  “If it pleases the king, let a royal edict be issued by him and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media so that it cannot be repealed, that Vashti may no longer come into the presence of King Ahasuerus, and let the king give her royal position to another who is more worthy than she.  “When the king’s edict which he will make is heard throughout all his kingdom, great as it is, then all women will give honor to their husbands, great and small.” This word pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed.  So he sent letters to all the king’s provinces, to each province according to its script and to every people according to their language, that every man should be the master in his own house and the one who speaks in the language of his own people.   (Esther 1:13-22)

Now we will begin to see the providential workings of God within this situation.  We saw the foolishness of the king, the reaction of a queen, the fear of self-seeking officials are all revealed to be not haphazard (random) but part of a great divine plan.  God is putting together the first elements of His deliverance – Esther.  Let’s look at this a bit closer.

Xerxes, in spite of all his wealth and power, was very insecure.  He was not like his father, Darius the Great.  So, he set out to impress everyone – all was done on a grand scale and everything was done to impress people.  So he sought the counsel of his advisors.  They may have been insecure themselves as related to their wives or afraid to give true counsel.  It takes great courage to tell a leader, “You are wrong” whether in that day or in our own lives.  Xerxes was surrounded with men-pleasers and those only interested in their own needs and comforts.  
Wow!  A shockwave rolled throughout the palace!  A national crisis has come!!!!  A wife said “no” to her husband.  A dangerous precedent (principle or rule) has been set threatening the position of husbands everywhere.  Their entire world of privilege and power had been threatened.  Their fear led to a complete over-reaction.  They saw chaos looming.  They knew that Vashti held a banquet at which their own wives were attending.  They heard the king’s command and her reaction.  They would reason, “If the queen can do it so can I!”  Unless something is done, something firm and decisive, chaos will come.”  There will be no end of disrespect and discord (disharmony).  Although they overreacted, their fears are not totally groundless.  There is the real issue of example and influence.  Every society has role models for good and evil.  We are all imitators (followers) and the imitated.  We have some influence and carry responsibility.  We may have roles of parents, grandparents, pastors, teachers, deacons or children’s workers, employers, older siblings, etc. etc.  Someone is looking at each one of us by another person, adult or child, thinking that they want to be just like us.  We must keep that in mind.
The kings of Persia were not wise enough to leave a “get-out” clause.  The laws of the Persians and Medes were irrevocable (irreversible).  Major decisions made in the heat of the moment for these people were often regretted.  Xerxes’ advisors had their own interests in mind rather than his.  They were demanding a divorce which was totally unjust due to their fear.  They took advantage of their insecure king.  If they were acting correctly as husbands, they would not have been tempted to rebel therefore they were acting out of a guilty conscience.  They were very self-centered.
It was the advisors’ domestic superiority rather than Xerxes’ future happiness that dictated their advice.  They laid the groundwork well by ensuring that the king’s decision was made by royal edict.  This left no possibility that the king would later regret and repeal his order of banishment.  Once issued, the decree was permanent.  He did not take into account any unforeseen circumstances arising or if wiser or fresher counsel was available - or more sober counsel was available.  The king and queen would never see each other again.  But all the advisors cared about was being the ruler over their own households.  
The crisis was over; the king had been manipulated and the position of his advisors was not only protected but strengthened.  Every wife in the empire would now think twice before crossing her lord and master.  What is missing is patience and forgiveness; longsuffering and love and endurance all fail to rescue the marriage only a binding edict of the king.

Chapter Two:

After these things when the anger of King Ahasuerus had subsided, he remembered Vashti and what she had done and what had been decreed against her.  (Esther 2:1)
He remembered.  A world of sorrow is conveyed by that short sentence.  What Xerxes was experiencing was not only an awareness of his own stupidity but also a regret that now Vashti was now lost to him forever.  This probably happened after his defeat at Platea in 479 B.C. and he most likely began to long for his queen again.
Then the king’s attendants, who served him, said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king.  “Let the king appoint overseers in all the provinces of his kingdom that they may gather every beautiful young virgin to the citadel of Susa, to the harem, into the custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let their cosmetics be given them.  “Then let the young lady who pleases the king be queen in place of Vashti.” And the matter pleased the king, and he did accordingly.  (Esther 2:2-4)
Memucan and the others knew that it was important that the king’s mood be lifted up.  Xerxes might be unable to restore his queen, but nothing would stop him from taking out his fury on those that had advised him if his happiness was not quickly restored.  Also, if Vashti were restored as queen, she might have taken revenge on those responsible for getting her deposed from her throne therefore they proposed this alternate plan.  Their plan suited his sinful disposition.  They proposed a empire-wide beauty contest and a new queen would be found, one to satisfy his every desire.  The plan worked and the search was on.
Now there was at the citadel in Susa a Jew whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite, who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the captives who had been exiled with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had exiled.  He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had no father or mother. Now the young lady was beautiful of form and face, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.  So it came about when the command and decree of the king were heard and many young ladies were gathered to the citadel of Susa into the custody of Hegai, that Esther was taken to the king’s palace into the custody of Hegai, who was in charge of the women.  (Esther 2: 5-8)
Now we meet two more of the central characters of this book:  Mordecai and his niece Esther.  Think how God prepared the way for his people.  It was Kish the great-grandfather of Mordecai, who was the first of their family to be taken into exile in 597 B.C., over a hundred years before Xerxes succeeded to the throne.  In the providence of God, Mordecai had settled near the royal court at Susa.  He adopted Haddassah, his orphan niece, whom God had endowed with exquisite beauty.  Esther was a very special woman with an excellent character which we will learn about as we study this book.  She was not only beautiful on the outside but was on the inside as well.
Let’s talk about what the providence of God is.  It is the continuous involvement of God in the created universe; His supervision of all things from creation to eternity.  The word providence is not found in the Bible.  We see a series of apparent coincidences (chances, happenstances, flukes) throughout the book of Esther.  These unfolding coincidences suggest that God, although not named in the book, worked through natural cause and effect sequences to protect His people.
God is so great that He is able to weave together the free choices of many human beings and the patterns of causes and effects that link events throughout history and accomplish His purposes with them.  His providential workings are hidden.  They do not violate a person’s free will, nor do they normally violate natural cause and effect by introducing the miraculous.

For example, how John and I met.  I grew up in PA, went to college and taught two years of high school biology.  However, ever since I was about six years old, I wanted to join the military. When in Lancaster shopping with my Mom, I saw some WAVES walking together on the street.  I pointed to them and told her that someday I will be just like them.  However, since my parents paid my way through college, I felt that I owed it to them to teach biology for a year prior to joining the Navy.  So I did.  Then I felt that I did not give teaching a chance so I stayed and taught a second year.  My desire to join the Navy only increased.  So I enlisted, went through OCS and was stationed at the Naval Electronics Laboratory Center.  John grew up in Indianapolis, IN.  Went to Purdue University to learn to be an Electronics Engineer.  His father and grandfather were both Insurance Brokers and President of the Downtown Kiwanis Club and graduates of Butler University.  They wanted John to be the third generation graduate from Butler U., insurance broker and president of downtown Kiwanis.  However, John had other ideas.  Unknown to his parents, he applied to Purdue University ROTC program and got his tuition and books paid for.  During one of his summer deployments he saw the NELC and wanted to be stationed there.  However, during Vietnam, he was stationed on a ship off the coast.  He then requested and got an assignment to NELC.  We met in the secretary’s office of the Chief Staff Officer.  John was reporting aboard and I was snitching candy from the candy jar.  Coincidence?  No God’s providence – we were meant to meet, marry and serve in ministry together.
Now the young lady pleased him and found favor with him. So he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and food, gave her seven choice maids from the king’s palace and transferred her and her maids to the best place in the harem.  (Esther 2:9)
How the search for the girls was conducted is not told, but eventually the choice was made and the young women entered the king’s harem.  It was an area reserved for the king’s wives and concubines.  It was a society of its own.  Once a girl entered that world she could never leave.  Marriages were made for a variety of reasons:  political alliance, favored family connections and sometimes even love.  In such a world wives could be completely forgotten.  When Esther entered the harem, she had no idea that it was part of God’s divine plan which would immortalize her name.  
The girls were put under the charge of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the women.  He was a man of great influence and power within the harem hierarchy.  We see the hand of God because Esther found favor with the man because she was in the place of God’s choosing.
No expense was spared on either the preparation or the comfort of these potential queens.  Already Esther was given preeminence (prestige, prominence, importance), granted her own servants and elevated to the best part of the harem.  Now we see some of her character:  she is humble because she was willing to take advice and counsel and receive help from the most unlikely of sources.  Hegai was a Gentile and a eunuch; she was a Jewess, yet she had the wisdom to learn from him and thus prosper her cause.  Many times in Scripture God’s people find themselves in difficult and compromising situations.  How was she compromising?  Eating the food, having sex outside of marriage to a non-Jew, being a virgin prior to marriage.  Some of the food would have been forbidden by the law of Moses; yet in contrast to Daniel, she ate.  We see that the Lord had no problem with that.
Esther did not make known her people or her kindred, for Mordecai had instructed her that she should not make them known.  Every day Mordecai walked back and forth in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and how she fared.  (Esther 2:10-11)
Remember, her nationality and culture as a Jewess was a secret.  Her Hebrew name was changed to a Persian name and her relationship with Mordecai was hidden.  We do not know the reason however they were a captive people.  Often there is antipathy (hostility) toward an immigrant population especially a captive one.  Mordecai kept an eye on her progress and well-being during her lengthy preparation.

Now when the turn of each young lady came to go in to King Ahasuerus, after the end of her twelve months under the regulations for the women—for the days of their beautification were completed as follows: six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and the cosmetics for women— the young lady would go in to the king in this way: anything that she desired was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace.  In the evening she would go in and in the morning she would return to the second harem, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the concubines. She would not again go in to the king unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.  Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai who had taken her as his daughter, came to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the women, advised. And Esther found favor in the eyes of all who saw her.  So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus to his royal palace in the tenth month which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.  The king loved Esther more than all the women, and she found favor and kindness with him more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.  Then the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his princes and his servants; he also made a holiday for the provinces and gave gifts according to the king’s bounty. (Esther 2:12-18)
Four years passed between the deposing of Queen Vashti and the night of Esther’s arrival in the presence of the king.  She only had one chance to impress the king and win his heart.  If the king did not subsequently remember her and request her company, she would never see him again.  This is downright unfair and immoral.  There was no preexisting relationship, no wooing or dating, no love prior to the consummation of the so-called marriage.  Consummation – the legal completion of a marriage by an act of sexual intercourse between the spouses.  In the history of fallen man the ideal of marriage has suffered great abuse.  In Esther’s world, as in many cultures today, arranged marriages were the norm and her fate was no different to that of other girls and perhaps even preferable.
We see the hand of God behind the scenes:  the favor Esther gained with Hegai the Eunuch was typical of the effect she had on all who met her.  The king was no exception – God saw to that.  Proverbs 21:1, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; He directs it like a watercourse wherever He pleases.”  The sovereign Lord saw to it that the heart of the king settled on Esther.  

The Hebrew word “aheb” translated as love had two significant meaning:  to have passion for, and to prefer above.  Both of them were suitable definitions of the effect that Esther had on her king.  His heart was won and his choice made.  Esther was crowned queen and the empire gave a sigh of relief and joined the celebrations.  Making the day a holiday could mean a release from taxes, a holiday, or a release of prisoners.
We see how God brings good out of evil.  The selection process for Esther, however refined and perfumed, was in reality a sordid meat market.  The women were treated as objects, valued for their looks rather than their godliness.  This is the opposite of the Christian ideal.  1 Timothy 2:9-10 says, “I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.” 

When the virgins were gathered together the second time, then Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate.  Esther had not yet made known her kindred or her people, even as Mordecai had commanded her; for Esther did what Mordecai told her as she had done when under his care.  In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s officials from those who guarded the door, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  But the plot became known to Mordecai and he told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name.  Now when the plot was investigated and found to be so, they were both hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the Book of the Chronicles in the king’s presence.  (Esther 2:19-23)
These verses show a transition in the story and set the scene for the critical events that are to come.  Why the virgins are assembled a second time is a mystery; we do not know who these young girls are.  Xerxes just probably wanted to add to his harem.  Any girl who had preceded Esther into the kings bedchamber would, from that moment on, be described as a concubine.  A concubine is a woman who is the lover of the king but with the social status of a subordinate (minor, lesser) form of wife, often kept in a separate home.
We see a change in Mordecai’s status.  He is now sitting at the gate.  This technical phrase indicates that he now holds an official position at court.  This is where the legal assembly met and business was conducted, the king’s gate has come to mean the royal court in general.  He keeps up on Esther’s well-being there.  Remember, her nationality is a secret and she still is obedient to her adoptive father despite her newfound status as queen.

How many of you have ever played pool?  You know that you do more than approach a few balls and hit them into a pocket.  You have to be concerned not just with hitting balls into pockets but with positioning the cue ball in such a way that the next two or three shots are situated so you can hit them in.  Or, deny your opponent a good shot.  The Lord is not only elevating Esther to the place where she can fulfill her future role.  He is also ensuring that Mordecai is exactly where he needs to be, precisely when he needs to be there.

We do not know the details of the plot of Bigthana and Teresh and why they were angry and wanted to kill the king.  Their anger blinded them to the danger of acting against the king.  Intrigue and revolt were not uncommon in the Persian Empire, but the stakes were high.  To fail meant certain and painful death.  The method of execution was probably impaling the offender after which the body would be hung up in public as a warning to others.  Mordecai uncovered the plot.

There are good lines of communication all around.  Mordecai has no problem passing the information to Esther.  She had easy access to the king.  She informed the king of the plot, the guilty party and the name of the man to whom he owes his life.  Persian law swings into action.  Three aspects to this:


Thorough investigation of the evidence. The king did not just believe the accusation – he tested it and only when proven does he act.  


Punishment of the guilty – once truth has been established through an investigation of the evidence, justice has two other concerns:  punishing the guilty and vindicating the innocent which are necessary for justice to prevail.  Bigthana and Teresh were guilty of treason and the penalty was death.


Suitable reward for the innocent – If an individual uncovered some criminal activity, then he was properly rewarded.  The unseen hand of God is once again at work.  While steps 1 and 2 are carried out, step 3 is inexplicably omitted.  The king completely overlooks the matter of Mordecai’s reward.  This is not only a gross breach of etiquette; it was, in itself, an injustice.

The Persians were outstanding record keepers.  In accordance with common practice, a full transcript of the incident was made and Mordecai’s deed was preserved on record.  God had moved yet another piece on the chessboard exactly where he wanted it to await the “endgame.”  Endgame is the final stage of a process – what God has for His people.
Chapter Three
After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and established his authority over all the princes who were with him.  All the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman; for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage.  Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “ Why are you transgressing the king’s command?”  Now it was when they had spoken daily to him and he would not listen to them, that they told Haman to see whether Mordecai’s reason would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew.  When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage to him, Haman was filled with rage.  But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him who the people of Mordecai were; therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, who were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.  (Esther 3:1-6)
We see that Haman is typical of a type of person we meet too often in life.  His is a small man with far too much authority.  Most of the time, a person like that is a minor irritation as he seeks to show his importance at the expense of others.  On occasion he can be a problem of major proportions.  How many of you have ever met an individual like that?  Maybe we saw him or her on the playground in elementary school.  Or, perhaps at work, military, prison or even in church.  Unfortunately, these people can be found everywhere.  
Xerxes has already demonstrated his lack of judgment.  He continues to act in character and elevates petty, mean-minded Haman to a place of great importance, second only to himself.  God, in His mercy and for the preservation of His people, often places godly men and women as advisors.  He places them there to restrain the king’s or leader’s excesses and direct their paths.  Examples are Joseph, Nehemiah and Daniel.  The sovereign Lord now permits an evil man into this pre-eminent position for His own reasons.  Did He make a mistake which He now much correct?  No, He is demonstrating another principle of His wise governance.
Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous; And the wisdom of their wise men will perish, And the discernment of their discerning men will be concealed.”  Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the LORD, And whose deeds are done in a dark place, And they say, “ Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?”  (Isaiah 29:14-15)
We see the complexity of God’s rule.  He governs nations yet deals justly with individuals.  He directs the pathways of men but never negates their personal moral culpability (responsibility).  He restrains evils but is never its author.  Let’s look at Pharaoh.  The Bible says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and that Pharaoh himself hardened his own heart.  (Exodus 7:3; 14:4, 8:15)  Since the Bible does not contradict itself, it is a mystery.  God governs all things according to His perfect plan, yet leaves men truly responsible for their own actions and justly accountable for the consequences.  
Like most small men, Haman loves the adulation (adoration, praise, worship) of others.  He has tremendous pride, he loves the spectacle of the Persian nobles bowing before him.

If Vashti rained on Xerxes parade, Mordecai caused it to pour on Haman’s.  Mordecai was a constant irritant because he alone refused to bow and scrape to Haman.  It is interesting that although all the nobles bowed and showed reverence to Haman, it was all ruined for him because one minority individual did not bow to him.  The Bible does not say why Mordecai did not bow.  There are several suggestions:
Racial:  There was an age-old antipathy between the Amalekites and Israel that started in the days of Moses (Exodus 17:16) that was never resolved.  Mordecai, a Benjamite, boasted among his ancestors a man named “Kish.”  Haman is an Agagite.  These ancestral identifications draw our attention to the events recorded in 1 Samuel 15.  King Saul, son if Kish, forfeits his kingdom through his disobedience to God’s command to utterly destroy the Amalekites and King Agag.  The suggestion is that this racial hatred had persisted down the centuries.  Now with the descendants of both families thrown together in exile, it resurfaces, with fatal consequences.  The aim of Haman is nothing short of genocide, the utter destruction of the people of God.

Personal:  Was there some personal history between these two men?  We don’t know.  Was Mordecai a good judge of character?  Did he despise Haman because he knew him to be an evil man?  Was Haman too proud to give honor to Haman?  I do not believe so.

In those days and culture, the king was seen as being God’s representative or even a god himself therefore people were required to worship him as a god.  Mordecai worshipped only the true and living God therefore refused to bow or worship a mere man.  I believe that this is closer to the truth although the ancestry most likely led to Haman’s hatred of the Jews.
In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, was cast before Haman from day to day and from month to month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar.  Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of all other people and they do not observe the king’s laws, so it is not in the king’s interest to let them remain.  “If it is pleasing to the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who carry on the king’s business, to put into the king’s treasuries.”  Then the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.  The king said to Haman, “The silver is yours, and the people also, to do with them as you please.”  Then the king’s scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and it was written just as Haman commanded to the king’s satraps, to the governors who were over each province and to the princes of each people, each province according to its script, each people according to its language, being written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s signet ring.  Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces to destroy, to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to seize their possessions as plunder.  A copy of the edict to be issued as law in every province was published to all the peoples so that they should be ready for this day.  The couriers went out impelled by the king’s command while the decree was issued at the citadel in Susa; and while the king and Haman sat down to drink, the city of Susa was in confusion.   (Esther 3:7-15)
We see that they cast lots in order to make a decision; Israel also cast lots for the same reason.  Do we see that type of superstition today?  Some multi-national firms allow their decision-making processes to be influenced by fortune tellers, the locations of stars and planets and other occult practices.  Haman was such a man; he consulted his gods for the perfect day to set his evil plot into motion.  Is it ever right for a Christian to dabble in the occult to make decisions?  However people seek their guidance, the Lord maintains His gracious control over their affairs. The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.  (Proverbs 16:33)
Five years have passed since Esther became queen and her identity is still secret.  The time chosen for the destruction of the Jews is almost a year in the future.  There was plenty of time for a weak king to be manipulated and his empire to be bent to the will of evil Haman.  Deception can often be a subtle mixture of truth, half-truths and outright lies.  This is precisely the presentation Haman gave to the king.  

Truth – The Jews are dispersed throughout the empire.  Their customs are different from those of the nations among whom they dwell.  Their customs are fashioned by the laws of God and shaped by their ethnic history.

Half-Truths – There are occasions when they will break the law.  Those occasions are always determined by their primary allegiance to their God.  Daniel 3 and 6.  On the whole they are law-abiding, loyal and productive citizens of the king.

Lies – The king’s best interests are not served by the destruction of the Jews.  God frequently blesses individuals and nations, simply because of the presence within them of His people.  For example, Potipher’s household prospered as a direct result of the blessing of God on Joseph (Genesis 39:2-6)  Even when the Jews were carried away to Babylon, they still looked to the Lord to fulfill the promise made to the first exiles.

“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, ‘ Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce.  ‘Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease.  ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.’  (Jeremiah 29:4-7)
Haman provides the perfect illustration of the kind of person God is to hate.  Look at Proverbs 6:16-19:  “There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.”
We see how callously and heartlessly Xerxes in the obscenely casual way in which he agrees to Haman’s evil plan.  An entire nation is to be eradicated, an entire people’s history, culture and very existence is to be wiped out, yet no enquiry is made at all.  Remember, we said earlier in this study that justice and investigation was very important to the Medes and Persians.  What are some of the questions Xerxes should have asked?  What people are these?  Who are the Jews?  Where did they come from?  What strange customs do they practice?  Which of my laws did they break?  Are all the people equally guilty?  Why babies to be slaughtered; what crime did they commit to be worthy of death?  But not one question was asked.  This is not naivety, it is downright evil.
Xerxes brushes aside the offer of money and signs away the lives of thousands of his loyal subjects.  Haman still has to pay up.  We see this later when Mordecai tells Esther the exact sum involved.  The initial refusal is ‘eastern politeness’; a ready acceptance on Xerxes’ part would seem grasping and undermine his dignity.  Each party seems to be generous, not mercenary.  The reality is that at the end of the day Haman will pay.  He no doubt expects to recoup his losses by plundering the Jews on the day of their destruction.  After determining the demise of an entire people group, the king and Haman sat down to drink while the city of Susa was in turmoil.

The diabolical nature of the plan is graphically seen in the repeated horror of verse 13 – “to kill and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to seize their possessions as plunder.”  This was probably a quote from the edict from the king.  Haman sought to end all ambiguity (vagueness, uncertainty) and close the door on all compassion.  No one was to be spared not men, women, young, old – all must die and on one day.  There will be no place on earth for them to go or hide and the order given was sealed by royal edict.  It cannot be rescinded, not even by the king. The word was dispatched throughout the kingdom so that the Jews could await their appointed annihilation.  Some people were probably happy with the edict so they could settle old scores, others may have been enticed by the prospect of plundering the Jews’ wealth.  The upright would be appalled by the unwarranted slaughter of innocent people.  The wise perhaps wondered who would be next.  The bewilderment and upheaval felt in Susa was probably reproduced throughout the kingdom.
Chapter Four

When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly.  But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it.  In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.  (Esther 1-3)
The immediate effect of the publishing of the Edict of Destruction is that Mordecai put on sackcloth and cover himself with ashes.  Sackcloth is a coarse, loose cloth like burlap that is worn as a sign of mourning.  This behavior may seem strange to us however it was common at the ancient near east area of the world.  It was an everyday occurrence and sent a clear, unmistakable message.  Dressing in sackcloth represented humility and asking God for help.  Ashes were a sign of repentance from any form of sin which might prevent God from wanting to help.  So what does that mean today?  If we receive a sentence of death either through murder, disease, execution, how will we react?  Will we look at our lives to see how we are displeasing God?  Will we repent or turn from this behavior?  Will we confess our sins to God with a motivation to make necessary changes?  We see that the nation of Israel is under a death sentence so it is natural that people would mourn if his life, the lives of his loved ones and the whole nation hung in the balance.  How can these unhappy people look at this situation:  prideful Haman killing a whole people due to Mordecai’s disrespect, God removing His hedge of protection from around them, judgment from God for Israel’s idolatry and failure to repent, and because there is evil in this world, genocide can occur.
Why do people fast?  To remove anything that would hinder prayer and hearing God’s will.  Is it necessarily just food that we abstain from?  No, we can fast anything we want.  Give me examples.

When Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them.  Then Esther summoned Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling Mordecai and why.  (Esther 4:4-5)
Life in the harem was secluded.  The wives and concubines of the king were shielded from anything that might disturb or distress them.  That was part of an elaborate attempt to shield the king himself from anything that might reduce his happiness.  That is why sackcloth and ashes were not permitted inside the gate.  No unhappiness or bad news were allowed.  If one approached the king without a smiling, happy face, one would have committed a transgression of both etiquette and law.  The consequences of doing this could be extreme.  

Esther and Mordecai had, with the help of the eunuchs and others, established a chain of communications between them that proved critical.  Esther became aware of Mordecai’s distress but remained ignorant of the cause.  Her initial reaction was to tell him to cheer up.  Mordecai responded by giving her a full account of the impending disaster.  Mordecai ensured that she saw a copy of the edict so that no doubt could remain in her mind.  Having done this he urged her to intercede with the king on behalf of the people.
So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate.  

Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews.  

He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to urge her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.  Hathach went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said.  (Esther 4:6-9)
The fact that Mordecai knew the exact amount of money Haman promised to pay the royal treasury shows that he had a high position in the realm.  We see that knowledge brings with it responsibility.  The moment that Esther became aware of the need, she became accountable for her actions.  When she became aware of Haman’s acts, she had to act.  We too are responsible for our actions.  After we learn the Gospel and have a saving relationship with Christ, we must declare the Gospel!  Our Mordecai is Jesus Christ.
Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.”  (Esther 4:11-12)
Here we see that Esther has a problem.  For her to speak to the king is to take her own life into her hands.  Bottom line, she could die.  It was that serious.  She was not being a coward; she had understandable concern for her well-being, her survival.  There was no partnership of equals between Xerxes and Esther.  She existed to please him period.  And, he decided when and where he was to take pleasure in her presence.  To presume to enter the king’s presence uninvited produced an automatic sentence of death unless he held out the golden scepter.  He already deposed one queen for not obeying him; Esther’s crown could have been just as easily lost.  Esther was invited by God to join an elite group of people – ones who would lay down their lives for others.
Esther was asked to risk her life for her own deliverance and that of her family and nation.  The Lord commends His love in a far more remarkable way:  “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  (Romans 5:8)

When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”  (Esther 4:12-14)
Mordecai’s words to Esther were very urgent communicating the dire situation for the Jews.  He had to explain to Esther the seriousness of the situation and the extreme danger facing her people.  Even as queen, she was in danger right along with all the others of her nation.  Mordecai recognizes that Esther is an instrument in God’s hand to deliver the Jews from the hand of Haman.  It is God’s hand that will deliver the Jews however Esther is the instrument of His deliverance.  God’s Will will be done regardless of what action or lack of action Esther takes.  He is in sovereign control.  But His will is that Esther is honored to be used to deliver her people.  It is up to her to take advantage of the great honor that God bestowed on her.  In other words, think of it as an appointment of a lifetime Esther, don’t lose it.  If she did not act, the people still would be saved but she would be killed due to disobedience.  Since she was the last living person in her family, her family’s name would perish as well.  All her life led her to this pivotal point in history.  She was trained by Mordecai and Hegai to serve in the position of queen.  Her whole life brought her to this point – the deliverance of her people.  It was no accident that she is the queen at this time in history; she is to serve a purpose fulfilling the Lord’s plan to help her people. She is an integral part of God’s plan at that time in Israel’s history. 
So, what does that mean to us?  We may not be called upon by God to save a nation, but we are prepared by God to serve His purposes.  Let’s look at this concept for our everyday lives.  I will use an example from my life.  I belonged to a small woman’s club for thirty-four years.  I always swore that I would never serve as treasurer as I dislike math intensely.  I served as President three times, vice-president, secretary and various chairmanships but never treasurer.  Over the years, John and I were involved in ministries and churches where we had to deal with the Internal Revenue Service and Franchise Tax Board in creating corporations in the state of CA and dissolving a ministry and a church.  As a result, we were familiar with how these organizations worked.  For many years, a dear lady served as treasurer of my club.  However she became very ill and eventually died.  No one stepped up to the plate to serve as treasurer so she did the best she could.  The treasury was in deep trouble.  Another lady served for almost a year but quit when she learned that she had to deal with the IRS.  She and her husband suffered a traumatic experience with the IRS and as a result she was very afraid and resigned.  No one else would serve.  So it was up to me.  Was able to use my experience with government organizations to apply for various tax exemptions for the club as well as permission to hold raffles and register for the Registry of Charitable Trusts in order to keep the club legal.  Only I was qualified to do all this work.  God had prepared me and placed me in a specific situation to be able to step into this office and to resolved some difficult issues.  God has each of you here at the Rescue Mission for his purposes and will use this experience for your good and His glory.
Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”  So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.  (Esther 4:15-17)
Now we see that Esther goes from fear to excitement and jumps into action.  She is humble and wise enough to recognize that this great venture will only succeed if it is the will of God.  She takes a course of action that shows her great wisdom and character.  She will fast and pray.  What is exciting is that she will direct her maids to fast and pray.  Think about it.  She brought her maids into a saving relationship with the God of Israel – Jehovah – Jesus.  As Mordecai taught Esther, she taught her maids.  What love and concern and demonstration of her character she showed by teaching her maids all about the Lord.  She directs Mordecai to gather all the Jews for three days and nights to fast and pray to God for her and the deliverance of Israel.  She engaged every Jew to fight spiritual warfare in behalf of her and their nation.  Once the ground was prepared, she went in to see the king.  She humbly submitted as Jesus did, “If I perish, I perish.”  In other words, let the Lord’s will be done.  Just a Jesus said in the garden of Gethsemane, “Not My will, but Thy will be done.”  She and Jesus put their trust in God without regard for their personal safety and well-being.  They did what was right regardless of the outcome.
Chapter Five
“On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance.  When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 

Then the king asked, ‘What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you.’  ‘If it pleases the king,’ replied Esther, ‘let the king, together with Haman, come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.’  ‘Bring Haman at once,’ the king said, ; ‘so that we may do what Esther asks.’  So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared.  As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, ‘Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.’  Esther replied, ‘My petition and my request is this:  If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.’  (Esther 5:1-8)
Here we see that there is great wisdom in Matthew 10:16, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”  We see that Esther resigned herself to whatever future God had planned for her.  She was prepared to die in His service.  There is no incompatibility between this resolve and her cautious wisdom.  Esther makes every effort to avoid conflict with the king; she makes herself as attractive as she can be dressing in her finest robes.  She is not out there in curlers and sweats.  She positions herself strategically.  She was near enough that the king could easily see her but yet she was discreet enough for it not to be too obvious violation of protocol.
Her actions were very hazardous.  If she happened to choose a time when the king was angry or irritated, she could be killed.  The king did not need to condemn her.  The moment that she was detected, the guard would be alerted.  Condemnation was assumed, with the sentence already prescribed – death!  To secure her death, the king simply needed to turn his eyes away and she would be swept away from his presence to her execution.  Mercy was his decision alone.  Only Xerxes could spare Esther and show his acceptance of her by extending his golden scepter – the emblem of his authority.  The sovereign God melted the king’s heart and Esther was not merely spared but warmly welcomed.
We see that Xerxes gave Esther a extravagant promise of half his kingdom.  Our actions are determined by our hearts, and similar offers and opportunities expose just what lies in our hearts.  Esther is seeking the life of her people.  Do you remember another incident of an identical offer?  King Herod – drunken revel in which both monarch and his drunken guests were aroused by the dancing of his stepdaughter.  He also promised half of his kingdom to her but she requested the head of John the Baptist.  You can see what was in her heart.  The prophet died and Heron was doomed to a very guilty conscience.
Now some of us may be shocked that Esther did not request that the Jews be spared; she missed a golden opportunity.  But, we see that Esther is acting with great wisdom.  Words are cheap and had Esther blurted out the request that her people be spared, her actions may have failed.  First of all, Haman is still a very powerful, influential man and unlike her, he has access to the king.  She would have been sidelined and Haman would be left in place to strike another day.  At worst, Haman would have accused the Jews of treason or used some other device to have her, along with the Jews, slaughtered according to plan.
Her wisdom comes from God.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6)

All the pieces of God’s puzzle are not in place yet to achieve the destruction of Haman and the deliverance of the Jews.  Esther is not slack but wise in her actions.  

Now let’s look at Esther’s actions.  Her inclusion of Haman in the invitation to her banquet is, humanly speaking, a stroke of genius.  His pride is further inflated and any suspicions he may have entertained neutralized.  Haman, to his great delight, is the sole guest at this banquet prepared by the beloved queen for her “great king.”  Over wine at the end of the feast the now intrigued Xerxes asks once more why his queen has sought him out as such risk to herself.  Again, with wisdom and humility, she replies, “If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet I will prepare for them.  Then I will answer the king’s question.”
We know that there is a fine line between tantalizing (enticing, tempting) the king’s inquisitiveness (curiosity) by this further delay and annoying him.  God ensures on which side of that line Esther’s proposal falls.  Her request is granted.  Haman’s pride is stoked further and the king is filled with curiosity.  Anticipation is often the enemy of sleep; few children sleep in on Christmas morning.  Crucia to the next phase of God’s plan is a sleepless night for Xerxes.

“Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai.  Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials.  ‘And that’s not all,’ Haman added. ‘I’m the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow.  But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.’  His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, ‘Have a gallows built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be happy.’ This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built.  (Esther 5:9-14)
Human psychology is such that we often swing between elation and depression.  In the extreme form, it is known as manic-depression.  In its milder forms it is ordinary human behavior.  Depression in some degree is an experience known to most, if not all, of us.  The causes of depression can be many and varied; they may be genetic, physical, psychological, spiritual or a combination of these.  In Haman’s case, there was one cause – sin.  The fleeting joy Haman knew as a result of his unexpected favor in the queen’s eyes was abruptly snatched away, when on his journey home, he passed Mordecai who failed to bow before him.  Rage can take many forms, not merely the sudden loss of self-control commonly associated with it.  In Haman’s case it became a slow smoldering fire eating away at his soul.  In the film Star Trek 2, The Wrath of Khan, Ricardo Montelbaum’s character Khan tells Captain Kirk, “Do you know there is a Klingon proverb which says, ‘Revenge is a dish best served cold.”…it is very cold in space.’  Haman decided to take counsel and savor this particular dish at his leisure.

Haman gathered his friends and his wife to seek their advice.  He began by boasting about all his blessings and achievements, only to lament that it was all worthless as long as Mordecai was free to defy him.  Haman does no better than King Xerxes in choosing advisors.

There is arrogance and presumption in both the advice given to and the action taken by Haman.  The king was simply to rubberstamp these plans.  So confident was Haman fo his influence with the king that he did not even have the forethought to delay the building of the gallows until he had permission to kill his enemy.  The grisly monument of Haman’s arrogance – the gallows – will eventually serve as a suitable instrument of his downfall.

Chapter Six

During that night the king could not sleep so he gave an order to bring the book of records, the chronicles, and they were read before the king.  It was found written what Mordecai had reported concerning Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who were doorkeepers, that they had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  The king said, “What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” Then the king’s servants who attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.”  So the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king’s palace in order to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows which he had prepared for him.  The king’s servants said to him, “Behold, Haman is standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him come in.”  So Haman came in and the king said to him, “What is to be done for the man whom the king desires to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king desire to honor more than me?”  Then Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king desires to honor, let them bring a royal robe which the king has worn, and the horse on which the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown has been placed; and let the robe and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble princes and let them array the man whom the king desires to honor and lead him on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before him, ‘Thus it shall be done to the man whom the king desires to honor.’ ” Then the king said to Haman, “Take quickly the robes and the horse as you have said, and do so for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the king’s gate; do not fall short in anything of all that you have said.”  So Haman took the robe and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city square, and proclaimed before him, “Thus it shall be done to the man whom the king desires to honor.”  Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman hurried home, mourning, with his head covered.  Haman recounted to Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and Zeresh his wife said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish origin, you will not overcome him, but will surely fall before him.”  While they were still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hastily brought Haman to the banquet which Esther had prepared.  (Esther 6:1-14)
Here we see the Lord’s working out His plan behind the scenes setting the stage for the next series of significant events.  We see that Xerxes cannot sleep; that is no accident.  He tossed and turned all night not able to sleep.  Instead of counting sheep, he decided to have his own court records read aloud to him.  He listened to the histories of his own reign.  This seemingly innocent nostalgia unearthed his neglected gratitude to Mordecai.  Mordecai had done his king a great service but had never been rewarded.  The unthinkable had happened and the king was anxious to put it right.  The timing was now right for Mordecai to be honored in God’s plan.  The pieces were coming together to deliver His people from the hands of Haman.  The king sought advice as to what to do to honor Mordecai for saving his life from the assassination plot of Bigthana and Teresh.  What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?  Haman’s pride made the trap into which he was about to fall.  He reasoned that the only person the king wanted to honor was him.  So he recommended honors that he himself would greatly enjoy; those which would elevate him almost to quasi-kingly status.  He wanted a public show of honor unequalled in living memory.  He piled honor upon honor; the king’s clothes, his horse, the royal crest, a prince as escort and a herald to proclaim his glory.  He was thrilled as the prospect of receiving all these wonderful honors.  Then the king told his to “Take quickly the robes and the horse as you have said, and do so for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the king’s gate; do not fall short in anything of all that you have said.”   What a revolting development that was for Haman.  He had to swallow that bitter pill and do what the king directed.  Everything Haman in his arrogance thought should be his, he was now compelled to lavish on his bitterest enemy.  Insult was added to injury.  He was the author of his own humiliation – it was his idea.  
Haman’s day started out so well:  the gallows was completed and permission to hang Mordecai regarded as a mere formality.  Then followed the banquet with Esther and the king; what could be better?  A perfect conclusion to a perfect day.  Yet within a few short hours his bubble burst and he now knew only grief.  
It was interesting, that the king referred to Mordecai as “the Jew.”  It showed Xerxes’ indifference described in Esther 3:8, to the certain people that he had condemned to annihilation. Haman was thoroughly grieved by this humiliation.  He learned the hard way “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.   (Galatians 6:7-8)  Another way to putting this is “What goes around, comes around” or karma.  Haman, as we will see, will get his comeuppance. 
There is a noteworthy contrast between Haman and Mordecai.  While the day’s events were crushing to Haman, they seemed of little significance to Mordecai.  Mordecai simply returned to his place at work – the gate.  He did not have the proud disposition that would allow his to revel in this unexpected glory.  He is truly a humble man.
Let’s look at his wife Zeresh’s reaction to Haman’s misfortune.  First, she predicted that his downfall had already begun.  She gave her proud husband his first clue that this day’s event were not merely a setback to his plans but a harbinger or omen of certain doom. She not only saw his sure destruction but also its correct cause.  It was not just his evil scheming against a good man but the fact that he was a Jew.  Haman had lifted up his hand against the Almighty, and his doom was sealed.  We do not know how Zeresh knew that Haman was playing with fire.  Scripture records examples where the Lord’s fame preceded Him.  A key reason why Rahab was willing to rescue Joshua’s spies from the city of Jericho is found in her report of God’s deeds.  News of the crossing of the Red Sea and Israel’s victory over the Amorites had already reached her ears.  (Joshua 2:9-11)  “When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  (Joshua 2:11)
As soon as Zeresh shared with Haman her portent (omen) of doom, the eunuchs came to escort Haman to Esther’s dinner.

Chapter Seven

Now the king and Haman came to drink wine with Esther the queen.  And the king said to Esther on the second day also as they drank their wine at the banquet, “ What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to half of the kingdom it shall be done.”  Then Queen Esther replied, “ If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me as my petition, and my people as my request; for we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed and to be annihilated. Now if we had only been sold as slaves, men and women, I would have remained silent, for the trouble would not be commensurate with the annoyance to the king.”  Then King Ahasuerus asked Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who would presume to do thus?”  

Esther said, “A foe and an enemy is this wicked Haman!” Then Haman became terrified before the king and queen.  The king arose in his anger from drinking wine and went into the palace garden; but Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm had been determined against him by the king.  Now when the king returned from the palace garden into the place where they were drinking wine, Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was. Then the king said, “Will he even assault the queen with me in the house?” As the word went out of the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face.  Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs who were before the king said, “Behold indeed, the gallows standing at Haman’s house fifty cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai who spoke good on behalf of the king!” And the king said, “Hang him on it.”  So they hanged Haman on the gallows which he had prepared for Mordecai, and the king’s anger subsided.  (Esther 7:1-10)
Now the time was right for Esther to speak.  The king’s curiosity is now at a breaking point; Haman is no longer self-assured; all God’s pieces are in place.  Again, we marvel at Esther’s wisdom.  First, she asked for her own life.  This is not selfishness on her part.  In doing so she ensured that the king did not fail to understand the personal implications (suggestions) of the wider pleas she was about to make.  Secondly, she interceded for her people.  She did not request half a kingdom for herself rather that the king not lose a valuable component of his own realm.  Finally, she turned Haman’s own words back on his head.  If the fate of her people had been anything less than ‘destruction and slaughter and annihilation, she would not have disturbed the king’s peace.  Mere slavery for her people and herself would not have warranted (justified) such an intervention.  What they faced, she made clear, was nothing less than extermination.  She probably appealed to the potential financial loss to the king.  Even the vast sum that Haman promised to the treasury would fail to provide adequate reparation (compensation, reimbursement) for the king’s loss of revenue. 

Once again the king’s anger is aroused, but this time his wrath is appropriate and justified.  We see that there is a lack of all dignity in the final moments of Haman whom Esther described as ‘vile.”  Terrified at the certainty of his own imminent ruin, he took advantage of the king’s brief absence to literally cast himself upon the queen for mercy.  The returning Xerxes was further enraged at this unwarranted violation.  Instantly Haman was laid hold of and, with his face covered with shame, dragged away to execution.  The scope of his plan against Mordecai was clearly known in the palace because the king’s attention was drawn to the gallows Haman had so recently built.  The sympathies of Harbona the eunuch are revealed in the following statement:  “Behold indeed, the gallows standing at Haman’s house fifty cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai who spoke good on behalf of the king!”  Here is another friend that godly Esther made in this pagan court.  Here we see that the pit that Haman dug for Mordecai he fell into himself.  That applies equally to all of us today.
Without delay, Haman is hanged and justice is both done and seen to be done.  The architect of this great evil is dead.  The king is placated, but the danger is far from past.  There remains the problem of the irrevocable nature of the Law of the Medes and Persians.  The edict of destruction stands and cannot be simply rescinded.
Chapter Eight

On that day King Ahasuerus gave the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had disclosed what he was to her.  The king took off his signet ring which he had taken away from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.  Then Esther spoke again to the king, fell at his feet, wept and implored him to avert the evil scheme of Haman the Agagite and his plot which he had devised against the Jews.  The king extended the golden scepter to Esther. So Esther arose and stood before the king.  Then she said, “ If it pleases the king and if I have found favor before him and the matter seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his sight, let it be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces.  

 “For how can I endure to see the calamity which will befall my people, and how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred?”  So King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I have given the house of Haman to Esther, and him they have hanged on the gallows because he had stretched out his hands against the Jews.  “Now you write to the Jews as you see fit, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for a decree which is written in the name of the king and sealed with the king’s signet ring may not be revoked.”  So the king’s scribes were called at that time in the third month (that is, the month Sivan), on the twenty-third day; and it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded to the Jews, the satraps, the governors and the princes of the provinces which extended from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to every province according to its script, and to every people according to their language as well as to the Jews according to their script and their language.  He wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, and sealed it with the king’s signet ring, and sent letters by couriers on horses, riding on steeds sired by the royal stud.  In them the king granted the Jews who were in each and every city the right to assemble and to defend their lives, to destroy, to kill and to annihilate the entire army of any people or province which might attack them, including children and women, and to plunder their spoil, on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month (that is, the month Adar).  A copy of the edict to be issued as law in each and every province was published to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready for this day to avenge themselves on their enemies.  The couriers, hastened and impelled by the king’s command, went out, riding on the royal steeds; and the decree was given out at the citadel in Susa.  Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a large crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced.  For the Jews there was light and gladness and joy and honor.  In each and every province and in each and every city, wherever the king’s commandment and his decree arrived, there was gladness and joy for the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many among the peoples of the land became Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen on them.  (Esther 8:1-17)
The Sovereign God chose in His grace to give to Mordecai all that once belonged to Haman.  Not only his wealth but also his power and influence now rested in the hands of a man of God.  We see that Esther informs the king of her relationship to Mordecai.  The king gave Mordecai his newly reclaimed signet ring, and places him over Esther’s recently acquired estate.  The hand of God is clearly at work and Mordecai now has the right to enter the king’s throne room, where Esther can also be confident of a warm welcome.  This time the extending of the scepter is little more than a mere anticipated formality.  She may well have come by previous agreement.  Now Esther gives vent to the full extent of her emotions.  She sets aside all formality and dignity and weeps at the king’s feet.  We see truly passionate intercession for her people.  Her intercession on behalf of her people had two main elements:  She began and ended her prayer by pleading her own standing and favor before the king.  Between these bookends lay the king’s good pleasure.
The Persians prided themselves on their infallibility.  Why would they ever want to repeal a law?  To do so would admit that it was imperfect when it had been passed.  They therefore became past masters of circumvention (avoidance, escape).  It is to this strategy that they now had to turn.  True to character, Xerxes again evaded responsibility and passed the buck.  Having abdicated his power to Haman, he did so again, but this time to Mordecai and Esther by giving Mordecai the signet ring.  
We see in verses 3 to 6, the true heart of an evangelist as she cannot stand to see the destruction of her kindred.  She pushed the envelope when she fell at his feet, wept and implored him to avert the evil that Haman had done.  She wanted Xerxes to revoke the letters written by Haman which directed the destruction of the Jews throughout the kingdom.  The king essentially said that a counter-decree could be written by Esther and Mordecai which would save the Jews from Haman’s evil plot.  Mordecai issued a decree, with the king’s approval, that enabled the Jews to:
gather in armed assembly; defend themselves against any and all armed forces that might attack them; to utterly destroy such attackers and to plunder their goods.  The Jews had eight months to prepare for that day.  We see that the Jews killed all the men that were threatening to them but spared the women and children.  Once again we see God mercifully leaves open the door to repentance.  Sadly once again men sin away the day of grace.  We see that the king felt badly about the first commandment so he approved the second commandment which Mordecai wrote.  The first commandment of Haman revealed to the Jews who their friends and enemies were.  Some of the gentiles were enemies, some were apathetic and others loved the Jews and were their friends.  Both commandments had to be taken seriously or they would die and not be delivered.  
The news of this edict of salvation for the Jews and invitation to life for their enemies was dispatched without delay throughout the empire.  We also see that many people became Jews throughout the kingdom because they were afraid of them.  Mordecai was greatly honored by the king.  Haman’s ambition was that for one day he might wear the royal robes and receive adoration and homage.  Here God’s humble servant, without ever seeking anything for himself, is honored in a far greater way.  Each of the elements mentioned are of royal significance:  the blue and white garments, the large golden crown and the purple rove all speak of royal dignity.  These seem not to have been the gift of the king for a day but the permanent mark of new rank and dignity.

Chapter Nine

On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them.  The Jews assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those seeking their destruction. No one could stand against them, because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them.  And all the nobles of the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s administrators helped the Jews, because fear of Mordecai had seized them.  Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and more powerful.  The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated them.  In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men.  They also killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,  Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha, the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not lay their hands on the plunder.  The number of those slain in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king that same day.  The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman in the citadel of Susa. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? It will also be granted.”  “If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this day’s edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on gallows.”  So the king commanded that this be done. An edict was issued in Susa, and they hanged the ten sons of Haman.  The Jews in Susa came together on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar, and they put to death in Susa three hundred men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder.  Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect themselves and get relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay their hands on the plunder.  This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy.  (Esther 9:1-17)

You will notice that verse two states that the Jews “attacked those seeking their destruction” not “those that sought their destruction.”  The people who were killed that day were trying to carry out the first Edict of Destruction.  Their downfall was of their own making; the Jews did not shed innocent blood.  And, it was only men who died, they did not kill women and children.  This contrasts with what Haman wanted to unleash on the Jews.  The edict granted this right, but it was not totally carried out.  
The ten sons of Haman used that day to avenge the death of their father Haman and reverse their own impoverishment.  As you can see, they did not succeed.  As dreadful as the day must have been, it was not a bloodbath.  The death toll of 500 is far smaller than vengeance might have exacted.  The death toll of 75,000 must be seen in light of the vastness of Xerxes domain.  Remember his proud boast, “I am Xerxes, the great king, the only king, the king of all countries which speak all kind of languages, the king of this entire big and far-reaching earth.”  Also, we should not see Esther’s request to extend the battle for one more day and the public display of the dead bodies of Haman’s sons as vindictiveness.  As any gardener knows, unless a weed is taken out by the roots, it will reappear in a short time.  The same theory applies to evil.  The public exhibition of executed felons, common in most civilizations until recent days, was intended as a prolonged warning to others to think twice before committing a crime.  We must deal with underlying sin in our lives.  As Paul told Timothy, “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
We see that the Jews showed mercy to the people of the Medes and Persians.  God showed us individually great mercy therefore we should show mercy to others.  We do not want to be like the unforgiving servant that Jesus talked about in Matthew 18:21-35.  “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  

As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’  The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”
We see that the Jews took no plunder.  The Edict specifically stated that they were permitted to do so and that would be in keeping with common practice in that culture.  The Jews had a nobler precedent back in Genesis 14.  There was a battle between two coalitions (alliances) of kings.  On one side was Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, and on the other were Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).  The result was defeat for the king of Sodom and his allies.  The victors plundered the cities of the defeated kings and they carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions since he was living in Sodom.  Abram was so wealthy and powerful that he was able to assemble a sufficient military force to pursue Chedorlaomer, recover the spoil and liberate Lot.  In gratitude the king of Sodom sought to strike a bargain with Abram.  The proposal was that Abram keep the goods while returning the people to the king.  Of course, he was in no position to take anything by force.  Both belonged to Abram as spoils of war!  His offer was an opening attempt to negotiate a reduction in his losses.  Abram’s response must have taken his by surprise.  He refused to take anything, either people or goods.  The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.”  Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’  “ I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their share.”  (Genesis 14:21-24)  The Jews, like their father Abraham, seek no gain from the hands of sinners.
This was done on the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing. But the Jews who were in Susa assembled on the thirteenth and the fourteenth of the same month, and they rested on the fifteenth day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.  Therefore the Jews of the rural areas, who live in the rural towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a holiday for rejoicing and feasting and sending portions of food to one another.  Then Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, obliging them to celebrate the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same month, annually, because on those days the Jews rid themselves of their enemies, and it was a month which was turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and rejoicing and sending portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor.  Thus the Jews undertook what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had written to them.  For Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the adversary of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them and had cast Pur, that is the lot, to disturb them and destroy them.  But when it came to the king’s attention, he commanded by letter that his wicked scheme which he had devised against the Jews, should return on his own head and that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.  Therefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. And because of the instructions in this letter, both what they had seen in this regard and what had happened to them, the Jews established and made a custom for themselves and for their descendants and for all those who allied themselves with them, so that they would not fail to celebrate these two days according to their regulation and according to their appointed time annually.  So these days were to be remembered and celebrated throughout every generation, every family, every province and every city; and these days of Purim were not to fail from among the Jews, or their memory fade from their descendants.  Then Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter about Purim.  He sent letters to all the Jews, to the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, namely, words of peace and truth, to establish these days of Purim at their appointed times, just as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had established for them, and just as they had established for themselves and for their descendants with instructions for their times of fasting and their lamentations.  The command of Esther established these customs for Purim, and it was written in the book.  (Esther 9:18-32)
As we reach the end of this wonderful book, we find out why it was written.  It is an explanation of why the Jews had taken the unprecedented (extraordinary) step of adding a feast to those ordained by Moses.  The justification for the existence of the feast and the manner of its celebration are set down for the benefit of future generations.  The Jews celebrate Purim, so named after the lot that Haman cast to seek an auspicious (opportune, fortunate) day of their destruction.  Purim is the most festive of Jewish holidays, a time for prizes, noisemakers, costumes and treats.  It is a time for fun and giving of presents.  They celebrate because it is not every day that God delivers His chosen people from annihilation.
Now let’s take a closer, more analytical look at Purim based on a sermon given by a Christian Jew, Tom Cantor:

They killed only men not women and children.  They did not take the spoil or “prey” because if the breadwinners of the family were killed, the mothers would not have access to their property which was needed to take care of their children.  If they had killed the women or taken the spoil, the children would have died.

Decision not to kill women and children and take the spoil based on the following questions/considerations:

Does the decision glorify or represent God; was killing women and taking the spoil God’s will?   Obviously not.  It is better to take the high ground.  You do not want to be like Israel’s enemies.

If they had killed the women and children and taken the spoil, what message does that give to the people around them – neighbors and neighboring countries?

You have the opportunity to make the God-honoring, righteous decision.

We are not supposed to take revenge; vengeance belongs to the Lord because His vengeance is perfect while our revenge is always evil.  Whatever God does will not only benefit the victim but the perpetrators as well.  British sergeant observed one of his men kneeling by his bunk reading his Bible and praying.  It made him angry and did his best to make that man’s life as miserable as possible.  He gave him all the terrible unpleasant jobs, made him go on forced hikes, etc.  One rainy night when the sergeant returned from whatever he was doing, he saw the man kneeling, reading his Bible and praying.  He became so angry that he took off his muddy boots and threw them at the praying man, hitting him on the side of his head depositing mud on himself, his Bible and bed.  He did nothing but clean himself, his Bible and bed then retired for the night.  But he did not go to sleep.  When the sergeant awoke the next morning he saw his boots cleaned and spit shined.  With tears in his eyes, the sergeant told the man that he wanted and needed what he had.  His decision not to retaliate brought a soul to Jesus.
People became Jews due to the excellent example and righteous decisions that the Jews made.  People are watching us just as they watched the Jews during that time.  How do we know that unselfish, non-revengeful decisions we make will be the catalyst used by God to bring someone to Christ.

Esther asking for another day for the Jews to kill their enemies.  She was not being vengeful or nasty:  she knew that not all of the Jews’ detractors/enemies were neutralized.  There were still hundreds of men who still wanted to annihilate all the Jews.  She was bold enough to take care of business.  Hanging the ten sons of Haman was a warning to those who would raise their hands against the Jews.  Object lesson.  This will happen to you if you dare to come against God’s people.

Chapter Ten
“Now King Ahasuerus laid a tribute on the land and on the coastlands of the sea.  And all the accomplishments of his authority and strength, and the full account of the greatness of Mordecai to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Media and Persia?  For Mordecai the Jew was second only to King Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews and in favor with his many kinsmen, one who sought the good of his people and one who spoke for the welfare of his whole nation.”  (Esther 10)
We see that it is a mark of the prestige (respect, status) and power of both Esther and Mordecai that they both issue decrees in the land of their exile and institute customs among the Jews.  After a brief recapitulation (recap, outline) of the main events, the book closes with “suggested further reading.”  The deeds not only of King Xerxes but also of Mordecai were apparently detailed in the “annals of the kings of Media and Persia.”  
