Comments on Genesis 1
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”


Beginning: beginning of what? The beginning of everything created, including time and all the rest of the universe. This includes angels. This includes even the dimensionality of the universe. Everything we can perceive had a beginning. It is interesting that the earth is specifically mentioned. Why? Because the earth is the center of God’s creative purpose and because the earth is the dwelling place of Man and the Bible is written for Man.

God created. This is one of the fundamental truths of true faith. It is not the lie of evolutionary theory. It is a thread woven throughout the Bible. The remainder of the chapter describes 6 days of creation. Although the context of the chapter could allow each day to be interpreted as an era or epoch, Exodus 20 precludes this interpretation—the days must be six 24 hour days (144 hours). Hebrews 11:3 tells us that it is by faith ‘we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.’ This verse is not only preclusive of the theory of evolution, it contributes to the understanding of the creation in Genesis 1 that the entire universe exists within God Himself. With this understanding, it is much easier to comprehend how God can possess His transcendence and His immutable attributes: His omnipresence, His omniscience, and His omnipotence. We can further understand God’s eternal nature when we account that time itself is but a created dimension of the perceivable universe, but this understanding comes at the price of having difficulty understanding the nature of time itself and try to comprehend eternity. The other part of this verse tells us that somebody who has not faith cannot have understanding; therefore, people who try to exert a fully naturalistic philosophy on scientific pursuits must deny that God is the Creator of all things. The creation is a supernatural event—the first of many that naturalism must deny.

If one does not accept that God created everything in 6 literal 24 hour days, then their method of Biblical interpretation is seriously and fatally flawed or the person has been seriously corrupted by heretical teaching. A church that has a predomination of the view that the creation took longer than 144 hours either has a flawed and insufficient system of Bible exposition (allowing the worldly philosophies to dominate) or the church is teaching Biblical error.


Heavens: literally, the loftiness. Note that the reference is to “heavens” – plural rather than singular. As described by Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2, there is a third heaven—we perceive the first heaven (the atmosphere), the second heaven (‘outer space’), and we shall perceive the third heaven (the ‘dwelling place of God’ where we can be in His presence). All three of these heavens were created “in the beginning”. Although we perceive the openness of the heavens, there is an implied substance of the heavens. Subsequent verses clarify this by referring to the firmament and the waters. The firmament may seem open, but it is as substantive as any other part of the creation. Consider a block of stainless steel. It is as solid as anything gets, yet it is mostly space. The atoms (mostly iron) consist of a nucleus and a cloud of electrons; the electrons are exceedingly small compared to the nucleus. The atom is mostly space; not unlike our solar system. There are forces holding the atomic nucleus together, forces holding the atom together, forces holding the molecules together, and forces holding our planet and the solar system and the galaxies together. While scientists are pursuing the Grand Unified Field Theory, the Bible provides the answer in Colossians 1:17—in Jesus, all things hold together. (The forces of nature are but a small instance of the power of God.)

There is dimensionality of the firmament. We are familiar with 3 dimensions of space (maybe 4 if you consider the expression of Ephesians 3:18), and we now recognize that time itself is a dimension of our space. However, the Bible describes the creation praising God on an instrument of 10 strings (see Psalms 33:2, 92:3, and 144:9). Hebrew scholars recognize the strings of the instrument also represent dimensions. Interestingly, physicists have recently recognized that space has 10 dimensions: the 3 spatial dimensions plus time plus 6 “string” dimensions curled so tightly that they cannot be perceived (but they are still necessary for the mathematics describing physical laws to work). [The Bible has never been disproved by any true scientific endeavor. There have been many surprising confirmations of the Bible by sciences (especially archeology and physics) but never a disproof. This should not be surprising inasmuch as true science is a pursuit of truth, and the Bible is full of truth.]

In a number of passages (Isaiah 44:24; Isaiah 45:12; Jeremiah 10:12; Jeremiah 51:15), the heavens are described as being “stretched out” by God. The word picture is like unrolling a scroll. There is an implied elasticity of the firmament. If indeed there is an elasticity of the firmament, then there should be a perceivable effect in “the fabric of space”. There should be a corresponding relaxation of the elasticity with time. What physical constant could be tied to the fabric of space in a way to reflect the elasticity of space? How about the speed of light (the constant expressed as “c” in the famous e=Mc2 that equates matter and energy)? In fact, precision measurements of the speed of light show that it is slowing down (and has been since the first measures were made in the 1600s); this is consistent with the expected changes in elasticity for something stretched out and held in place. The speed of light is so fundamental to all other measures that the implications of this finding will occupy scientists for many decades. However, one implication is that all measures of time based upon radioactive decay will yield results that will appear artificially ancient. Another implication is that celestial objects are really much closer than presumed by Hubble’s Law because the red shift phenomenon is not caused by a Doppler shift from an expanding universe but by historic changes in the speed of light causing quantum shifts in emission spectra. (Recent precision measurements have shown that the red shifts are quantized, which is impossible if they are caused by Doppler effects. Each red shift quantum should be related to a lengthening of perceived time. It is possible to reconcile an apparently old universe to a Biblically young universe.)
“And the earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”


The earth is given a central position in the description of the creation—not because it is the center of the universe and all things revolve around it, as asserted by philosophers of old, but because it is at the center of God’s plan and purpose for the creation. Genesis 1:2 expands on the creative process. The earth is initially without form; in other words, it was fluid and lacking in structure. There has been a lot of debate about the physical versus the spiritual application of this verse. The context of Genesis 1 is primarily that of a physical description, so it is in this context that we should understand verse 2. Similarly, the concept of “void” is as much “without the expression of purpose” as it is “emptiness”; in the Hebrew, “an undistinguishable ruin”.

“Darkness” from the underlying Hebrew often has a figurative meaning of death, sin, destruction, misery, wickedness, etc. However, this is because “God is light” is infused throughout the language, and, figuratively, the darkness is an absence of God. The figurative sense is not justified here. The darkness is clearly a lack of light (because light hasn’t been created yet), together with the description of darkness as a substance. The concept of the substance of darkness (in contrast to merely being an absence of light) is repeated in Exodus 10:21-23. Some physicists speculate that the substance “darkness” forms the boundary layer known as “zero point energy” (ZPE). ZPE is the energy that exists when all temperature has been eliminated (i.e., at absolute zero). Minimal estimates of the ZPE (based on some interesting experiments designed to bound ZPE) is in excess of 1090 ergs per cubic centimeter—a number of astounding magnitude—greater than the energy of the sun. In pure speculation, perhaps darkness is a substance that separates the glory of God from the perceivable universe. Some scientists theorize that an appreciable portion of the mass of the universe is tied up in Black Holes—a gravitational horizon where the force of gravity is capable of preventing the escape of light.

Although many impose an understanding of the effects of fallen angels on the words “void” and “darkness”, there is no demand or license for this in the immediate context. Rather, it is a word picture of taking a ball of clay or dough—its end purpose is yet to be revealed in its form; the purpose rests solely in the mind of the Creator. Indeed, the second part of the verse emphasizes this understanding as the Spirit “inspects” the earth and readies it for the subsequent forming and expression of its purpose. The true center of God’s creative purpose is mankind; the earth is merely a creative platform. The universe is merely a canvas for God’s creative expression.

“Waters” refer to fluids, not merely oceans and seas. There is the fluid of the oceans and seas, there is the fluid of the atmosphere, and there is the fluid of space. Again, there is a sense of emptiness and waste in the word in the underlying Hebrew (the word is also used to describe liquid excrement. However, the emptiness is still an expression of the unfulfilled purpose, of purpose yet to be realized. The entire verse is communicating a sense similar to the excavation needed prior to building a skyscraper. At the time there is only a great hole, it is hard to imagine the building, yet the size and shape of the hole is a necessary part of the design so that the rest of the building is on a firm foundation.
“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light”

Now the substance of light exists. It is hard to imagine the universe without light, yet there was a point in time where there was no light. There is scientific evidence of this in the physics of the universe. Some scientists point to the sequence of events that must have flowed from their assumed “Big Bang”, although this is but one (and Biblically flawed) interpretation of the physics. There are scientific speculations about the nature of physical light. Even the photon, the particle that transmits light, is enigmatic. The more we learn about it, the more we realize how little we understand about it. Photons sometimes behave like particles and sometime like waves—a paradoxical existence. However, God spoke light into existence with a purpose. Light illumines the creation and enables us to see. Photons, the substance of light, and indeed light itself, turn out to be fundamental to describing the entire universe in terms of physics. As noted above, the speed of light is fundamental to the mathematics of physics in describing the universe.

There is an interesting facet to photons, the substance of light. The photon is inextricably tied to the physics of time. Some physicists have hypothesized the existence of anti-photons, but no evidence has ever been found for them. In most physical models of the forces of the universe, anti-photons are tied to anti-time, so no experiment can ever be designed to detect anti-photons because every detection of an anti-photon could also be interpreted as the detection of a photon traveling in the opposite time direction. Since all of our clocks move only forward in time, we can only detect photons. There can be no reality of anti-time or negative time. Time is the unique dimension that only provides for movement in one direction.


Most interestingly, without light, there is no perception. Darkness prevents perception, but light reveals and enables perception.

“God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.”


The light was good. This is the first mention of goodness. What is God telling us? Elsewhere, good is totally associated with the nature of God Himself. As we have noted before, the Bible draws an analogy between light and goodness and between darkness and evil. We saw before that darkness was a necessary part of the creation, but so is light. It is at this point that some commentators inject the appearance of evil. Again, what is being described is a physical reality, and there are no necessity of an interpretation that this is where evil appears. Later on, we will see that there is good reason not to make this interpretation.
“God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was an evening and a morning, one day.”


This is the beginning of time, and the day is the first measure of time. As still celebrated by Jews today, the day is measured from the darkness (the evening) into the light (the morning). From the Hebrew, one could read, “the ending of a unique period of time and a beginning of a unique period of time, a day.” The counting of the day is at the transition, not from the fulfillment of 24 hours. If this interpretation were all by itself, one could easily see each of the days of the creation as being an era or epoch. However, interpretation must be in the immediate context of the text plus the context of the book it is in plus the context of the entire Bible. In this case, Exodus 20 is stated in such a way that we must recognize these days as 24 hour days. However, there are other places where the word for day is used for a year or for some other arbitrary length of time where something unique is happening.
