Daniel 11
Background

Daniel 11 is part of a unity spanning Daniel 10 through 12.  Daniel 10 deals with the bringing of the message contained within chapters 11 and 12.

Daniel 11 is very problematical for those who do not believe in the Divine inspiration of the Bible or true prophesy.  The details of the prophesy are so precisely fulfilled in history that the only alternative explanation is that the book must have been written at a later date – but this is impossible since manuscripts in Hebrew pre-date the facts of historical fulfillment and the greatest of all the prophesies was fulfilled hundreds of years later when Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (as we celebrate Palm Sunday).  Daniel 11 serves as the validation of Daniel as a true prophet of God so that the other prophesies “of times yet many days later” might be believed.

Daniel 11:1 “And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him.” Who is speaking?  The angel bringing Daniel the message of prophesy is speaking.  This is the same one who was delayed by 3 weeks while Daniel was praying (in chapter 10) by the angelic (demonic) force behind Persia.  He is speaking about the work of God in Darius the Mede 3 years prior; this is the same Darius of Daniel 6.   This verse testifies of the spiritual warfare behind each throne, as in Ephesians 6:12; it emphasizes the need for praying for the rulers that God sets over us.
Daniel 11:2 “Now then, I tell you the truth:  Three more kings will appear in Persia, and a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others.  When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece.”  These are the kings of Persia from historical records:

· Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, (c. 559–529 BC) (cited in Isaiah 45 and Ezra 1-5)
· Cambysses (529-521 BC) (also called Ahasuerus in Ezra 4)
· Pseudo Smerdis (521 BC) (also called Artaxerses in Ezra 4)
· Darius I (Darius the Great) (521–486 BC) (cited in Ezra 5-6 and Haggai)
· Xerxes I (Xerxes the Great), (486–465 BC) (made war against Greece) (Ahasureus in Esther)
· Artaxerxes I, king of ancient Persia (464–425 BC) (cited as Artaxerxes in Ezra 7 (and following) and Nehemiah)  

· Xerxes II, king of ancient Persia (424 BC) 

· Darius II, king of ancient Persia (423?–404 BC) 

· Tissaphernes, Persian satrap of coastal Asia Minor (c.413–395 BC) 

· Artaxerxes II, king of ancient Persia (404–358 BC) 

· Mausolus, Persian satrap, ruler over Caria (c.376–353 BC) 

· Artaxerxes III, king of ancient Persia (358–338 BC) 

· Darius III (Darius Codomannus), king of ancient Persia (336–330 BC) 

· Conquered by Alexander the Great – the Greek (Macedonian) Empire enters in
Cyrus is the king at the time of this message to Daniel.  There are three more kings before the appearance of the fourth.  The fourth king, Xerxes the Great, did indeed stir up everyone against Greece.  (The Persians were upset that Athens had aided in a revolt of the Ionians, who were under Persian rule.  Darius I decided to punish the Athenians and sent forces to invade Greece; they were repulsed at Marathon in 490 BC.  Xerxes I became obsessed with “correcting” this failure and reinitiated the wars against Greece, especially Athens, in 480 BC.)
Daniel 11:3 “Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he pleases.”  Undoubtedly, this is Alexander the Great, reigning from 336-323 BC, who died June 10, 323 BC.
Daniel 11:4 “After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven.  It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others.”  Alexander died at 32 or 33 and his empire divided among his four top generals, leading to four kingdoms situated north, south, and west relative to Jerusalem (see the map below).  Alexander had been asked before his death to whom the empire should go, and he replied, “Give it to the strong.”  The struggle to establish supremacy lasted about 15 years, during which all of Alexander’s heirs and family were killed.  The surviving generals who divided up the empire were Cassander (Greece/Macedonia in green), Lysimachus (“Asia”-modern western and north Turkey in brown), Seleucus (in yellow), and Ptolemy (Egypt in blue plus Cyprus and south-eastern section of modern Turkey).
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Soon after the death of Alexander the Great in 323 8.C.
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North,” describing their conflicts, wars and alliances.
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historically with the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes
(175-164). The Maccabean revolt followed, leading
eventually to the founding of the Hasmonean dynasty.
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Daniel 11:5 “The king of the South will become strong, but one of his commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power.”  Alexander’s empire was put under the authority of a regent, Perdiccas, in 323 BC, and the territories were divided between Alexander's generals, who thereby became satraps (a subordinate bureaucrat, official, or ruler), at the Partition of Babylon in 323 BC.  Alexander's generals (the Diadochi) jostled for supremacy over parts of his empire, and Ptolemy, one of his generals and satrap of Egypt, was the first to challenge the new rule, leading to the demise of Perdiccas and becoming the king of the South.  His revolt led to a new partition of the empire with the Partition of Triparadisus in 320 BC.  Seleucus, who had been "Commander-in-Chief of the camp" under Perdiccas since 323 BC but helped to assassinate the latter, received Babylonia, and from that point continued to expand his dominions ruthlessly. Seleucus established himself in Babylon in 312 BC, used as the foundation date of the Seleucid Empire, becoming king of the North. He ruled over not only Babylonia, but the entire enormous eastern part of Alexander's empire.  The kings of the South (Ptolemy) are listed below; notice the influence of the Ptolemaic queens and the conflicts for rule.
· Ptolemy I Soter (305 BC-282 BC) married first (probably) Thais, secondly Artakama, thirdly Eurydice and finally Berenice I 

· Ptolemy II Philadelphus (284 BC-246 BC) married Arsinoe I, then Arsinoe II Philadelphus; ruled jointly with Ptolemy the Son (267 BC-259 BC) 

· Ptolemy III Euergetes (246 BC-222 BC) married Berenice II 

· Ptolemy IV Philopator (222 BC-204 BC) married Arsinoe III 

· Ptolemy V Epiphanes (204 BC-180 BC) married Cleopatra I 

· Ptolemy VI Philometor (180 BC-164 BC, 163 BC-145 BC) married Cleopatra II, briefly ruled jointly with Ptolemy Eupator in 152 BC 

· Ptolemy VII Neos Philopator (never reigned) 

· Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II (Physcon) (170 BC-163 BC, 145 BC-116 BC) married Cleopatra II then Cleopatra III; temporarily expelled from Alexandria by Cleopatra II between 131 BC and 127 BC, reconciled with her in 124 BC. 

· Cleopatra II Philometora Soteira (131 BC-127 BC), in opposition to Ptolemy VIII 

· Cleopatra III Philometor Soteira Dikaiosyne Nikephoros (Kokke) (116 BC-101 BC) ruled jointly with Ptolemy IX (116 BC-107 BC) and Ptolemy X (107 BC-101 BC) 

· Ptolemy IX Soter II (Lathyros) (116 BC-107 BC, 88 BC-81 BC as Soter II) married Cleopatra IV then Cleopatra Selene; ruled jointly with Cleopatra III in his first reign 

· Ptolemy X Alexander I (107 BC-88 BC) married Cleopatra Selene then Berenice III; ruled jointly with Cleopatra III till 101 BC 

· Berenice III Philopator (81 BC-80 BC) 

· Ptolemy XI Alexander II (80 BC) married and ruled jointly with Berenice III before murdering her; ruled alone for 19 days after that. 

· Ptolemy XII Neos Dionysos (Auletes) (80 BC-58 BC, 55 BC-51 BC) married Cleopatra V Tryphaena 

· Cleopatra V Tryphaena (58 BC-57 BC) ruled jointly with Berenice IV Epiphaneia (58 BC-55 BC) 

· Cleopatra VII Philopator (51 BC-30 BC) ruled jointly with Ptolemy XIII (51 BC-47 BC), Ptolemy XIV (47 BC-44 BC) and Ptolemy XV Caesarion (44 BC-30 BC). 

· Arsinoe IV (48 BC-47 BC) in opposition to Cleopatra VII
Daniel 11:6 “After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain her power and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed over, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her.”  Skipping about 50 years, Ptolemy Philadelphus and Antiochus Theos (Antiochus the God) (note the theme of the “blasphemous beast” here), formed an alliance.  Bernice, the daughter of Philadelphus, was sent to Antiochus to seal the alliance.  Antiochus divorced his wife, Laodice, in order to marry Bernice.  Philadelphus shortly died, and Antiochus demoted Bernice to the status of concubine and remarried Laodice.  Laodice exacted revenge by poisoning Antiochus, murdering Bernice (and her retinue) and naming one of her sons as king.  The list of the “kings of the North below is useful to keep track.
· Seleucus I Nicator (Satrap 311–305 BC, King 305 BC–281 BC) 

· Antiochus I Soter (co-ruler from 291, ruled 281–261 BC) 

· Antiochus II Theos (261–246 BC) (Antiochus the God) (see verse 6)
· Seleucus II Callinicus (246–225 BC) 

· Seleucus III Ceraunus (or Soter) (225–223 BC) 

· Antiochus III the Great (223–187 BC) 

· Seleucus IV Philopator (187–175 BC) 

· Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175–164 BC) 

· Antiochus V Eupator (164–162 BC) 

· Demetrius I Soter (161–150 BC) 

· Alexander I Balas (150–145 BC) 

· Demetrius II Nicator (first reign, 145–138 BC) 

· Antiochus VI Dionysus (or Epiphanes) (145–140 BC?) 

· Diodotus Tryphon (140?–138 BC) 

· Antiochus VII Sidetes (or Euergetes) (138–129 BC) 

· Demetrius II Nicator (second reign, 129–126 BC) 

· Alexander II Zabinas (129–123 BC) 

· Cleopatra Thea (126–123 BC) (Cleopatra the Goddess)
· Seleucus V Philometor (126/125 BC) 

· Antiochus VIII Grypus (125–96 BC) 

· Antiochus IX Cyzicenus (114–96 BC) 

· Seleucus VI Epiphanes Nicator (96–95 BC) 

· Antiochus X Eusebes Philopator (95–92 BC or 83 BC) 

· Demetrius III Eucaerus (or Philopator) (95–87 BC) 

· Antiochus XI Epiphanes Philadelphus (95–92 BC) 

· Philip I Philadelphus (95–84/83 BC) 

· Antiochus XII Dionysus (87–84 BC) 

· (Tigranes I of Armenia) (83–69 BC) 

· Seleucus VII Kybiosaktes or Philometor (83–69 BC) 

· Antiochus XIII Asiaticus (69–64 BC) 

· Philip II Philoromaeus (65–63 BC)

Daniel 11:7-8 “One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be victorious. He will also seize their gods, their metal images, and their valuable articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will leave the king of the North alone.”  The son of Philadelphus, Eueretes (brother of Bernice) became Ptolemy (246 BC) and was angry about the murder of his sister.  He took a large army, raided the Seleucid capital, took it, executed Laodice and her son, sacked it for all its wealth, and installed another son as king of the North.  A succession of weak, short-reigning kings followed in the North.  The only thing that prevented Eueretes from totally conquering the North was rumors of insurrection back home in Egypt.  According to Jerome, Eueretes took 4000 talents of gold, 40,000 talents of silver, and 2500 Syrian idols back home with him.
Daniel 11:9-10 “Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his own country.  His sons will prepare for war and assemble a large army, which will sweep like an irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as his fortress.”  Seleucus Callinicus put together an army to attack Egypt, but he was repelled.  He had two sons, and the eldest, Soter (225 BC) was a poor and unpopular leader – two of his generals poisoned him.  The youngest son, Antiochus III the Great assumed the throne (223 BC).  Antiochus was a much better leader, finished raising the army, and launched an attack against Egypt, leading to a great victory at Gaza.  Antiochus considered taking the entire kingdom of the South.

Daniel 11:11-13 “Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight against the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but will be defeated. When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant.  For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, he will advance with a huge army fully equipped.”  Ptolemy Philopater took over (222 BC) for his father, Euergetes.  Philopater was known for his terrible temper and uncontrolled rages.  The Syrian victory at Gaza was very complete but it delayed them from surprising the Egyptians.  With a relatively small army, Philopater went against the greater Seleucid army and defeated them.  Over 10,000 Syrians were killed at the battle at Raphia, near Gaza.  Philopater was glad to sign a treaty with Antiochus bowing to him, so he failed to follow up his victory by carrying it on back into Syria.  This allowed Antiochus to return home and re-muster his forces.  Some 14 years later, Antiochus had his army and Ptolemy Philopater had died, leaving his five year old son, Ptolemy Epiphanes, on the throne (204 BC).
Daniel 11:14-16 “In those times many will rise against the king of the South. The violent men among your own people will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without success. Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture a fortified city.  The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand. The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him.  He will establish himself in the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it.”  With a five-year old king, some Egyptians rebelled against him, including some influential Jews.  They thought Antiochus would come and win a great victory and wanted to be on the “right” side.  However, Philopater had signed a trade (and mutual aid) agreement with a fledgling Naval force – Rome.  The Romans entered the picture and protected the young Egyptian king.  As Antiochus came against Egypt, Scopas, an Egyptian general, went out to meet Antiochus and was defeated in Northern Israel (which was a part of the Egyptian kingdom).  Scopas fled to Sidon where he was besieged.  Antiochus eventually captured Sidon.  The surviving Egyptians were allowed to go home stark naked in deep humiliation.  He continued to march toward Alexandria, anticipating that he could overcome the remnant Egyptian forces and subduing the Jewish territory in the process.
Daniel 11:17-19 “He will determine to come with the might of his kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South.  And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him.  Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander will put an end to his insolence and will turn this insolence back upon him.  After this, he will turn back toward the fortress of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more.”  Somewhat deterred by the protection afforded Ptolemy Epiphanes (who was now about 7 years old), Antiochus proposed a treaty and offered his daughter Cleopatra (about 12) in marriage to seal the treaty.  She was to dominate the young Epiphanes and bring Syrian dominance over Egypt, but she was true to her new husband against her father.  The treaty of subterfuge failed.  This is not the famous Cleopatra who had an affair with Mark Anthony; rather, this is just one of many Cleopatras in Egypt.

Antiochus proceeded to consolidate control over the coastlands which had belonged to Egypt.  He assembled a 300 ship navy and started capturing cities and ports along the Mediterranean.  However, some of these cities were under Roman control.  The Romans sent a young commander named Scipio with a fleet of warships to go after the Syrian ships.  Scipio found and sank most of the Syrian ships, forcing Antiochus to abandon his efforts.  Antiochus sought to make peace with the Romans, but the Romans wanted a high price of tribute.  Antiochus had to cede some of his territory, especially areas held in what is now Turkey.  Antiochus III tried to pay the tribute by robbing temples and was killed while trying to sack the temple of Bel in Elymais.
Daniel 11:20-23 “His successor will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal splendor.  In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle.  He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the honor of royalty.  He will invade the kingdom (Israel) when its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue.  Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both it and a prince of the covenant will be destroyed.  After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power.”  Antiochus the Great was succeeded by his eldest son, Seleucus Philopater.  Near the end of 12 years of raising a huge tribute, Seleucus sent agents to Jerusalem to exact a tax from the Temple in Jerusalem; very shortly later, he was poisoned.  Demetrius, the eldest son of Seleucus Philopater, was in the line of succession, but Antiochus Epiphanes (a younger brother of Seleucus) used treachery, deceit, and manipulation to acquire the crown of his nephew, becoming Antiochus IV. He then proceeded to attack Egypt.  Egypt and Syria both had large armies and the battle casualties were high.  But Syria prevailed.  Antiochus captured Ptolemy Philometer, the son of Cleopatra (Antiochus’ sister).  He trashed all the treaties.  He replaced the Jewish High Priest Onias III with a Helenist, Jason.  Jason encouraged Jews to abandon their faith.  The Egyptians crowned Ptolemy Euergetes, who led an army agaist Antiochus.  Antiochus had lost so many troops in the prior battles that he made a deceitful pact with Philometer to back him.  The ploy worked.
Daniel 11:24-28 “When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did.  He will distribute plunder, loot, and wealth among his followers.  He will plot the overthrow of fortresses – but only for a time.  With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South.  The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him.  Those who eat of the king’s provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in battle.  The two kings, with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because and end will still come at the appointed time.  The king of the North will return to his own country with great wealth, but his heart will take action against it and then return to his own country.”  With Egypt feeling secure because of the pact between Antiochus IV and Philometer, they were totally surprised when Antiochus sent an army of mercenaries to raid the richest of provinces and looted them.  Antiochus used the plunder to strengthen his forces and return against Egypt.  By now, Egypt was ruled by Ptolemy Physcon (170 BC), another brother of Philometer.  Ptolemy Physcon had traitors in his army who joined Antiochus IV and led to the Egyptian defeat.  Antiochus reached an agreement with Ptolemy that enabled him to return to Syria with great riches.
Daniel 11:29-30 “At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was before.  Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart.  Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant.  He will return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant.”  Antiochus was determined to defeat Egypt and annex the kingdom.  Hearing of his coming, the Egyptians appealed to the Romans.  Antiochus marched on Alexandria and was met by the Roman forces.  The Roman commander demanded that Antiochus withdraw with a promise to leave Egypt alone with the consequence that attacking Egypt would be considered an act of war against Rome.  When Antiochus seemed to hesitate to agree, the Roman commander drew a circle in the sand around Antiochus and said, “You shall not cross this line before you state your intentions.”  Antiochus decided to leave.
**Daniel 11:31 “His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice.  Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation.”  The way home to Syria took the frustrated and angry Antiochus through Jerusalem.  He plundered the city, taking many Jews as slaves and killing many others.  He outlawed the Jewish religion (including the daily sacrifice) and demanded Greek worship.  Those who agreed were spared but those who did not renounce Jewish faith were killed.  He outlawed the Sabbath, circumcision, and reading of the Scriptures.  Shortly, he instituted his own sacrifices in the Temple.  He offered pigs on the altar in the Temple.  This practice lasted 1150 days (2300 evenings and mornings – see Daniel 8:14) and was supported by the High Priest Alcimus.
Daniel 11:32-35 “With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the holy covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him.  Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered.  When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them.  Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.”  While there were many Jewish leaders who went along with Antiochus, a large number of Jews recognized the evil and rebelled.  Led by the Maccabees (Hasmoneans), they went into the hills and conducted guerilla warfare against the Syrian forces, eventually throwing off the Seleucid rule and setting the stage for the Romans to become a “protective” force over the territory.  It was really a 3-way conflict between faithful Jews, Jews allied with the Syrians, and the Syrians.  The wars went on for over 100 years.

As presented by the Deuterocanonical book of 1 Maccabees, the Maccabean revolt (and subsequent wars) is a struggle between the pure and the impure keepers of the Law of Moses.  Indeed, the fates mentioned in verse 33 are recorded in the histories.  Some of the “not sincere” Jews switched sides from time to time just so they could be on the winning side of the conflict.  These were the Sadducees of the Gospels.

“The time of the end” is a key phrase that refers to the 70th week of Daniel 9.  Many commentators view this verse as shifting to a description of the time of the Antichrist during the tribulation.  However, the use of this phrase here does not demand a shift from the days prior to Christ’s first coming to a time prior to Christ’s second coming.  Rather, it is used as an encouraging promise of ultimate deliverance and cleansing.
Daniel 11:36-39 “The king will do as he pleases.  He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods.  He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place.  He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all.  Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts.  He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him.  He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.”  Antiochus IV followed the model of his ancestor, Antiochus Theos, and desired to be worshiped as god.  This model was followed by his successors, even though none of them had the power or stature of Antiochus IV.  While Antiochus IV is a literal fulfillment to these verses, there is also a clear transition to the Antichrist during the 70th week.  Antiochus IV Epiphanes was a great type of the Antichrist; his historical life is a prophetic image of the Blasphemer to Come.

The phrase “God of his fathers” in the KJV (implying that the Antichrist would be Jewish) can also be translated as (more preferably) “gods of his fathers” (which removes this implication).
Daniel 11:40-44 “At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships.  He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood.  He will also invade the Beautiful Land.  Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab, and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand.  He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape.  He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians in submission.  But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many.”  These verses now fully transition to the time of Daniel’s 70th week for the Jews.  While some have tried to assert that these verses are historically inaccurate, because the descriptions do not match any of the events in the time following Antiochus IV very well.  While there were many more conflicts between the Ptolemy and Seleucid kingdoms, and now starting to involve the Romans.  There is no time during the Hasmoneans rule that matches this description.  It is more accurate to recognize that they are merely unfulfilled prophesy – the time of the end.  Many older commentaries could not picture a literal fulfillment because they necessitate that the Jewish people occupy Israel.  Of course, later commentators recognize the existence of national Israel.

The mention of Edom, Moab, and the leaders of Ammon would be recognized today as Jordan.  It may be significant that “leaders of Ammon” are specified since the capital of Jordan is Ammon.

Daniel 11:45 “He will pitch his royal tents between the seas and the beautiful holy mountain.  Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”  Apparently, the great blasphemer will establish his capital in Israel between Jerusalem and the Mediterranean (in Gaza?).  The end will come as surely as the rock uncut by human hands will destroy the statue of Daniel 2.
Daniel 12

“The end of days”

Daniel 12:1 “At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise.  There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then.  But at that time your people – everyone whose name is found written in the book – will be delivered.”  This chapter continues from Daniel 11.  This future time refers to the time of the Tribulation – the 70th week from Daniel 9:26-27.  This verse declares that it is a unique period of time in all of human history.  Daniel has been distressed by the calamities he has seen in the visions of the future of Israel, so the promise of deliverance is critical.

The Time of Distress here is mentioned elsewhere in prophesy.  Some of the other names for this time are:

· A day of vengeance (Isaiah 34:8)

· The time of Jacob’s distress (Jeremiah 30:7)

· The day of the LORD (Zephaniah 1:7)

· The day of the LORD’s sacrifice (Zephaniah 1:8)

· The great day of the LORD (Zephaniah 1:14)
· A day of wrath, A day of trouble and distress, A day of destruction and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and blackness/thick darkness (Zephaniah 1:15)

· A day of trumpet and battle cry (Zephaniah 1:16)

When we think of the many times of persecution through the ages, it is hard to imagine an even greater distress than the sieges of Nebuchadnezzar, the domination of Antiochus IV, the Holocaust, or the siege against Jerusalem in 70 AD.  The thought must have horrified Daniel, who had already seen the destruction of the Babylonians.

Daniel 12:2-4 “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life; others to shame and everlasting contempt  Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end.  Many will go here and there to increase knowledge.”  This promise of resurrection and judgment would prove to be encouraging to the faithful Jew in the time of the Maccabees as it is to the faithful down through the ages.  The first resurrection is to everlasting life – into the presence of our God.  The second resurrection is for the unrighteous and for judgment.

As the details of the 70th week are amplified in this chapter, most of the details are very dark and troublesome, but this synopsis in verses one and two are an encouragement to us all.  Daniel is receiving a vision of the glory of eternity for the faithful.  Daniel has received visions for God’s plan for Israel throughout his life, as reported in this book, and he has much more detail implanted in his mind than is reported in this book.
Daniel 12:5-7 “Then I, Daniel, looked and behold, two others were standing; one on this bank of the river, and the other on that bank of the river.  One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, ‘how long will it be before these wondrous things are fulfilled?’  And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted up his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by Him who lives forever that it will be for a time, times, and half a time.  When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.”  Remembering that this is a vision begun in chapter 11, the added detail of two men (angelic beings) are now asking a question that has probably been in Daniel’s mind.  It is also obvious that the angel standing over the river is of higher rank than the angels on each bank.  The answer to “how long?” (or “when?) is, “for a time, times, and half a time” – this is a now familiar phrase used throughout Daniel to describe an appointed 3 ½ years.  However, verse 7 contains the most significant part of the answer, “When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.”  The answer is emphasized by the messenger angel swearing unto heaven.

Some commentators assert that the angelic messenger “clothed in linen” is a theophany – a preincarnation appearance of Christ.  Please refer to the discussion of this in chapter 10.  The focus should be on the message and not on the messenger.

The response given is a source of great trouble.  Why does the power of the holy people need to be broken?  What does this mean?  It is not so troublesome if we remember the context of the Book of Daniel.  Daniel has been seeking to know the fate of Israel, his people, and receiving divine revelation that goes well beyond his initial questions dealing with the ending of the Babylonian Captivity.  This section of Daniel, chapters 11 and 12, can be viewed as an amplification of the pivotal prophesy of the 70 weeks in Daniel 9:24-27.  Daniel 9:24 says that the time has been set aside “for your people and your holy city to: (1) finish the transgression, (2) to make an end of sin, (3) to make atonement for iniquity, (4) to bring in everlasting righteousness, (5) to seal up vision and prophesy, and (6) to anoint the most holy place.”  In the purest sense, Israel has brought in everlasting righteousness through Jesus being born and revealed as the Christ.  The sealing up of vision and prophesy can be said to be completed in Revelation 22; the Jewish people, represented by the early apostles of the Church, could be viewed as completing this task.  Jesus made the ultimate atonement for iniquity for everyone on the Cross; He has fulfilled this task for Israel.  However, Israel continues (largely) in unbelief in their Messiah and, therefore, in spiritual rebellion against God.  Many continue in the sin of trusting in their own righteousness rather than in the righteousness of Christ; they trust in their capacity to fulfill the Law through good works rather than recognizing the atonement of Christ for their sins.  In the 70th week of the prophesy of Daniel 9, all of these issues are finally completed.  The 70th week is “the end of days” spoken of in these chapters.

The key to the answer not being troublesome is this: the holy people have been in sin; faith in the atonement of Christ is the only remedy.  As long as the holy people (Israel) continue trusting in their own works (power), they continue in sin.  The power of the holy people is broken (and the finishing of the transgression/end of sin) in the calling and sealing of the 144,000 during the 70th week as revealed in Revelation 7:3-8.

Notice that the Babylonian Captivity was appointed for 70 years because Israel had failed to keep the Sabbaths of the land for 490 years; it was then appointed another 490 years to put an end to the transgression.

Daniel 12:8 “I heard, but I did not understand.  So I asked, ‘My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?’”  Daniel understood the purpose of his people, Israel.  Daniel understood that Israel is God’s chosen people.  However, the great suffering, severe trials, the abominations, and over-ruling influences of the gentile world powers are very distressing to him.  He is wondering how Israel will survive.  It is hard for him to imagine how all of the events of the prophesy (wars, deceit, and the traitorous behavior of even some of his own people) he has received in this vision (chapters 11 and 12) will bring salvation to the world.  It is easy to understand why Daniel did not understand.
Daniel 12:9-13 “He replied, ‘Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.  Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked.  None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.  From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.  As for you, go your way till the end.  You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.’”    The angelic messenger comforts Daniel.  He is told, “Don’t worry.  Just continue in your ways.  You will rest in peace and be raised to eternal glory.  The wicked will continue in their wickedness, but the wise (those who fear God) will also understand and will endure to the end.”

The 1,290 days is 3 ½ prophetic years (3 X 360 = 1080; plus 180 equals 1260 days or a time, times, and half a time) plus a month; obviously, 1335 days is 45 days beyond the 1290 days.  

Some commentators say that the 1,290 days refer to 1290 years, which should be marked from 70 AD when the Temple was destroyed; if this is the proper interpretation, we must ask, “what happened in 1360 AD?”  Adjusting for prophetic years and leap years versus calendar years, the year to ask about would be 1341 AD.  The complementary dates for 1335 would be 1405 and 1385 AD.  Pick whatever date you wish, the results will show that this is an errant interpretation.  This has led some commentators to simply change the date of “abomination of desolation” to some other date that is even less meaningful.  Too many of these games with the “days” of Daniel are done to find the date of the revelation of Christ in His second coming – seeking to find that which Jesus Himself said that nobody knows the day or the hour except the Heavenly Father alone.

In chapter 8, Daniel receives a prophesy that the regular sacrifice would be stopped for 2300 evenings and mornings (1150 days), which was literally and precisely fulfilled in the time of the Maccabees.  Rather than interpreting days as years, interpret days as days.  The historical fulfillment of Daniel 8 also provides insight into the events of the tribulation period; for instance, there was a cessation of the regular sacrifice preceding by a month the desecration of the altar.  This brings the understanding that the time of the stopping of the regular sacrifice that will occur and trigger the Great Tribulation will be slightly longer than 3 ½ years.  It is probable that the stopping of the sacrifice triggers a rebellion against the Anti-Christ that then ushers in the time of the Great Tribulation, which will still be 1260 days long.

The question of the additional 45 days to reach 1335 days after the 1290 day period is tied to a promise of conditional blessing for the one “who waits for and reaches” the end of the period.  The key is in the expectant trust in God and the promise of His salvation.  For those who endure in heart, there is a blessing.

Anyone who has endured severe trials also knows the importance of hope – the well-founded hope in God through Christ rather than the hope in the institutions of men.  As long as we can “see the light at the end of the tunnel” we also seem to be able to endure through the trial to the end.  The messenger to Daniel provides this reminder to us to keep our heart-eyes focused on the salvation of Christ and the inheritance we have with Him – and we shall be blessed.

Another key element to remember about chapters 10-12 is that they are focused on the destiny of the Jewish people.  A number of errant interpretations have resulted from trying to extend the prophesies to apply to the Church, especially in the end times.  This only results in a lot of speculation about how all the “future” things will come about.  Instead, we should see the historical fulfillment of these prophesies for the Jewish people as a tremendous ratification of Daniel as a prophet of God.  If the stream of prophesy in chapters 10-12 is true, then we had better pay attention to the rest of the prophesies in Daniel.
