Essential Christianity Discipleship
Derived from “Essential Christianity” by Dr. Walter R. Martin, Founder of Christian Research Institute
Saint Augustine has a famous maximum: "In ESSENTIALS unity, in nonessentials liberty, in all things charity." This maximum begs the question of what is meant by "the essentials". So I pose 2 questions: 

Does the Bible give us reason to believe that there are doctrines that are so core to Christianity that to be a Christian one must believe them? 

If yes what are those doctrines?

Does it matter what I believe?
Proverbs 14:12 tells us that some beliefs can seem correct but still lead to destruction. Matthew 7:21-23 tells us that some people will believe themselves to be Christian and be rejected by God. John 8:24 tells us that at least one belief, if not held, will cause us to die in our sins. 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 tells us that some people believe in another Jesus so just claiming to believe begs the question: "In which Jesus?". Galatians 1:6-9 tells us that there exist other gospels, which are not the Gospel to which some subscribe to their detriment. In Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus he pounds again and again on the theme that sound doctrine is of vital importance (see 1 Tim 4:11, 13, 16; 2 Tim 1:13-14; 2:1-2; 4:1-5; Titus 1:9 and 2:1) John also clearly makes this claim in 1 John 2:21-23; 4:15; 5:1, 5, 9-13 and in 2 John 9.

It is clear from the passages listed above that there exists a set of doctrines that one must believe and that it is very possible to believe false doctrines very sincerely and not receive the gift of salvation. Matthew 5:19 tells us that it is possible to believe some false doctrines and still be saved so it is clear that while there are some essential doctrines exist that not every doctrine is essential. The balance of this paper will explore the Bible to see if I can determine which doctrines are considered essential by God.

Which doctrines are essential to the faith?
The doctrine of the Trinity (also known as) the Nature of God entails many sub-doctrines including the nature of God; the nature of Christ and the person of the Holy Spirit. To address the supporting verses for those sub-doctrines would take an entire paper in itself. If someone is wrong on this issue it is clear that they have a different God than those people that adhere to this doctrine. I have also written extensively on this issue citing verses that support this doctrine but the question being addressed here concerns the essential nature of this doctrine. 

The Holy Spirit is truth (John 14:17) and guides us in truth (John 14:26) and indwells all genuine believers (Romans 8:9). Let's think about this logically. How could someone who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, whose function is to give glory to the Father and the Son, hold a wrong belief about the Father or the Son, that is so essential to who they are? This is no more consistent then those people that claim they are Christians but still live in sin (Titus 1:16). Another similarly inconsistent belief is those that claim to be Christian but deny that they sin now or in the past (1 John1:8-10). It is an impossible position to maintain that one is saved by the God of the Bible, through the work of Christ and is indwelt by the Spirit when he/she denies who or what any of these people are. For the purposes of this paper I will only review the divine nature of Jesus. The existence of God; his Triune nature, the deity of Christ; the person of the Holy Spirit are all subsets of this doctrine.

The deity of Christ also seems to be an essential doctrine. I have in the past cited many verses that demonstrate the deity of Christ but John 5:23; 8:24 and 2 Peter 2:1-2 seem to indicate that denying this doctrine is a damnable heresy. I will provide a few verses that indicate the deity of Christ for reference:

	God
	Hebrews 1:8

	Eternal
	John 1:1 &14

	Creator
	Colossians 1:16

	Salvation
	Acts 4:12

	Omniscience
	John1:48

	Omnipresence
	Matthew 18:20

	Omnipotence
	Matthew 28:18

	Immutability
	Hebrews 13:8

	Just
	Acts 7:52

	Source of Life
	John 1:4

	Love
	John 15:13

	Truth
	John 14:6

	Holy
	Ephesians 5:27

	Sustains
	Colossians 1:17

	Forgives Sin
	Luke 7:48

	Raises Dead
	John 5:25

	Judges
	John 5:27

	Accepts Worship
	Philippians 2:10

	Lord
	Matthew 22:43-45

	Sends Holy Spirit
	John 15:26

	Raised Jesus
	Mark 14:58


Salvation by grace through faith alone seems to be essential based on the following verses:

John 6:28-29; Romans 1:17; 3:27-28; 4:1-12, 16,23-25; 5:1-11, 6:23; 9:30-32; 11:6; Galatians 2:15-16, 21; 3:6-12,23-29; 5:4; Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 3:5-7; James 2:10-11 and 1 John 3:23

Those that dispute the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone normally cite James 2:14-22 but if the reader continues to verse 23 and checks the cross-reference in Genesis 15:6 and 22:1-9 one can see the spurious nature of this objection. In the Septuagint version and the Greek copies of the NT the same verb (logizomai) is used in Genesis 15:6, Romans 4:3-11, 23-24 and Galatians 3:6 and in each case it means "to account, credit, reckon or impute". 

The vicarious atonement of Christ also seems to be essential to the Gospel according to John 1:29, 36; 3:16; Acts 2:38; 16:31; Romans 3:22-26; 4:24-25; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Tim 4:10; Hebrews 9:26-28; 10:10. 12, 14; 1 John 2: and 4:10. Paul eloquently explains this doctrine in Romans chapter 5 specifically verses 1-2, 9, 11, 16 and 18. Luther pointed to Philippians 3:9 as "The Great Exchange" in that we are covered by the blood of Jesus in exchange for faith.

The bodily resurrection of Christ also seems to be essential to the faith according to Luke 24:37-39; John 2:19-21; Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 12-19 and 32; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 4:2 and 2 John 7

The coming judgment There are many passages that speak of the return of Christ to judge the living and the dead. Matthew 5:21-25, 7:1-2, 10:15, 19:28, John 5:22-30, 9:39, 12:31, 12:47-48, Acts 10:42, 17:31, Romans (chapter 2 all), 2 Corinthians 5:10, 2 Tim 4:1, Hebrews 6:2, 9:27, 10:27, 1 Peter 4:5-6, (chapter 2 all), 3:7, 1 John4:17, Jude 1:6, 1:15, Revelation 14:7, 15:4, 17:1, 18:10, 19:11 and 20:12-13.

The Bible speaks of us being saved. It is from the White Throne Judgment we are saved and brought before the Judgment Seat of Christ where we are judged through the filter of his blood rendering us blameless because he took upon himself our sins. If there is no coming judgment then we are not saved from anything and the death of Jesus is in vain. It is therefore essential to Christianity that one believes in the coming judgment.

Conclusion
Now that we know that certain doctrines are essential and false beliefs do lead to destruction (2 Peter 2:1) what do we do? WE must know what we believe and why we believe it and be prepared to explain the Gospel to all those that ask (1 Peter 3:15). 

Should we embrace those that deny the essentials? The Bible seems to say otherwise (Romans 16:17; 1 Timothy 1:3-4, 7 and Titus 3:10. Not embracing others as Christians does not mean we shouldn’t be involved with them. Fellowship has a very in-depth and personal meaning in the NT. We are to have fellowship with other believers but we are to show the love of God to all men that through us the Holy Spirit might lead them into the body of Christ.

 Essential Christianity Lesson #1
Saint Augustine has a famous maximum: "In ESSENTIALS unity, in nonessentials liberty, in all things charity." This maximum begs the question of what is meant by "the essentials". So I pose 2 questions: 

1.      Does the Bible give us reason to believe that there are doctrines that are so core to Christianity that to be a Christian one must believe them? 

2.      If yes what are those doctrines?

Does it matter what I believe?
The Bible seems to indicate that it does. I have a partial list of the passages that support that contention. 

Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seems right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”.

We see from this that following anyway other than the one set up by God will lead to death. 

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not every one that says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord’, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity”.

We learn from this passage that even miraculous signs or professions of faith are not evidence of either salvation nor being in accord with God.

John 8:24 “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins”.

This verse gives us a hint at what at least one of the essential doctrines is by saying that we will din in our sins “if” we do not “believe” that Jesus is “He”. But determining exactly what this means is for later. For now I simply want to point out that correct belief is the condition that Jesus places on salvation therefore it clearly matters what one believes. 

2 Corinthians 11:3-4 “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that comes preaches another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him”.

This verse is very full of meaning. First, we learn that there are beliefs that portray themselves as being Christian theology yet which are in actuality doctrines that preach another Christ and another Gospel. I think it is an important note that Paul refers back to the deception of the serpent to Eve. The specific lie was that she would become like god. This very same lie is now being presented to the church from many pulpits.

Galatians 1:6-9 “I marvel that you are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other”.

This passage is similar to the warning in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 but with a very important addition. What we believe must comport to what the Apostles taught. Even if we receive a special revelation from an angel or spirit we are to test that message by the words of the Apostles. This is one of the arguments for the Protestant doctrine of sola scriptura (Scripture alone). We have seen violations of this among other religions. Islam presented the Qur’an and claims that where it differs from the Bible that it is the Qur’an that is correct. The LDS church founder Joseph Smith presented the Book of Mormon, reportedly received from an angel and where it contradicts the Bible, Mormons are told to believe it rather than the Bible. In Evangelical circles the desire for personal revelation has led to many seeking this experience. In his book “Experiencing God” Frank Blackaby suggests that personal revelation should be the norm for Christians. My only caution concerning these revelations is that we follow the prescription of Scripture and test these revelations by Scripture. I’m not sure how willing a person would be to discount his personal revelation where it contradicted Scripture if he believed it was the norm for Christians to receive such revelations. In my experience, those persons tend to discard the tried and true methods of biblical exegesis in favor of the dangerous practice of isigesis (reading into the text). They search for “proof texts” that can be taken out of context and used and a pretext for an actual apologetic.

1 Timothy 4:11-16 “These things command and teach. Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee”.

Paul is giving Timothy some practical advice concerning his ministry. He lays out some of the duties of the church leadership. They are to read (the Scriptures), exhort each other and concentrate on doctrine. It should be noted that doctrine is called “the doctrine” singular. We have one faith centered on a single doctrine. This doctrine contains several different propositions but it is singular.

2 Timothy 1:13-14 “Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us”.

Again, Paul exhorts Timothy to hold fast to the words heard from the Apostles. It is not something for which we can disagree agreeably but rather something that we are to hold on to with tenacity albeit in faith and love.

2 Timothy 2:1-2 “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that you have heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also”.

In a short letter we find Paul again repeating the need to hold fast to his words and to teach them to his flock so that they will be able to teach them to others. This goes along with the idea that the pastor/teacher’s job is to perfect the saints FOR the work of the ministry. We are a church built upon duplication. Jesus gave his words to the Apostles. They formed the church and gave the words of Jesus to the church. The church increases by teaching its converts the doctrine of Christ so they can teach others.

2 Timothy 4:1-5 “I charge you therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry”.

Paul continues his theme of the necessity of teaching and continuing in sound doctrine. He warns that a time will come when men will not endure false doctrine. It is my opinion that we are rapidly approaching that time.

Titus 1:9 “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers”.

Here Paul not only tells us that it is important to keep to sound doctrine but also gives us the insight that sound doctrine can be used to both exhort and also to convince the gainsayers.

Titus 2:1-15 “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing incorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again; Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee”.

Here Paul gives us other reasons that sound doctrine is important. Through sound doctrine we learn to be temperate, sound in faith, charity, patience, soberness, love, discrete, chaste, sincere, obedience and proper speech. It appears that sound doctrine is an inextricable part of the Christian life.

1 John 2:20-26 “But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son. Whosoever denies the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that acknowledges the Son hath the Father also. Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you”.

Here John echoes the words of Paul in that he is saying that having a false view of Christ indicates that a person is unsaved. Now, that statement will not be well received by all the people that have taken differing views of who Christ is but we will discuss later the need to have a proper Christology. I introduce this verse here because in these verses John ties proper doctrine to salvation.

1 John: 4:13-15 “Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God”.

Here John ties once again one’s belief about Jesus being sent by God to save the world to salvation. The one seems to be conditional upon the other. If one is incorrect on this point, according to John, they are not saved.

1 John 5:1” Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him”.

Here goes John again! He has connected one’s belief about Jesus being the Christ (Messiah) to their salvation. 

1 John5:5 “Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”
Here John tells us that one MUST believe that Jesus is the Son of God to overcome the world (salvation).

1 John 5:9-13 “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he has testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God”.

Here John again connects correct belief to salvation. In fact, he says that to have a false belief about Jesus is the equivalence of calling God a liar. 

2 John 1:7-10 “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresses, and abides not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abides in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed”.

Here John tells us that having an incorrect belief about Jesus having come in the flesh is the doctrine of antichrist (against Christ or alternate Christ). He exhorts the believers to continue in what the Apostles taught. He then makes the bold statement that anyone not abiding in the “doctrine” of Christ has not God. He warns of men tat will bring different doctrines about Christ that will differ from those taught by the Apostles and that we are neither to receive those doctrines nor the men that teach them.

It is clear from the passages listed above that there exists a set of doctrines that one must believe and that it is very possible to believe false doctrines very sincerely and not receive the gift of salvation. In the next session we will attempt to determine which doctrines are considered essential by God. 

 Essential Christianity Lesson 2 

In the last session we discovered that Scripture supports the idea that we hold to certain beliefs to be saved. Some of the passages even gave us some hints as to what they are. Here we will continue to discover what those doctrines are in a more in-depth manner.

1. God Exists
It is hardly logical to believe that we have obtained salvation and reconciliation to God if we first do not accept the idea that God undeniably exists. It is therefore concluded by the shear force of logic that one must believe in God to be reconciled to him.

Evidence For The Existence Of God
Over the years many logical and reasonable arguments have been raised to prove that belief in God is not only a rational position but, in my opinion, they demonstrate that not only is belief "a" rational belief but that it is "the only" rational belief based on the evidence. On other pages in the web site I have presented arguments or God’s existence and the reasonableness o the Christian faith. Please see those pages:

2. The Nature of God
Revealed in God’s Names
God’s nature is revealed through his names:

Jehovah-Rohi (Ps 23:1)   (The Lord my Shepherd) The Lord is my Shepherd

Jehovah-Jireh (Ps 23:1)   (The Lord will provide: Gen. 22:14) I shall not want

Jehovah-Shalom (Ps 23:2)  (The Lord our Peace: Gen. 15:15) He maketh me to lie down in green pastures..

Jehovah-Ropheka (Ps 23:3)  (The Lord my Physician) He restoreth my soul.

Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Ps 23:3)  (The Lord our Righteousness: 1 Kings 2:4) He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness

Jehovah-Nissi (Ps 23:5)  (The Lord our Banner: Ps 20:5) Thou preparest a table before me...

Jehovah-M'Kaddesh (Ps 23:5)  (The Lord doth Sanctify: Ex. 19:5) Thou annointest my head with oil.

Jehovah-Shammah (Ps 23:4)  (The Lord is there: Ezek 48:35) Thou art with me

It is affirmed that God is one and unique.
Deuteronomy 6:4: "Hear O Israel; The Lord our God is ONE GOD."

1 Corinthians 8:4, 6: "There is no other God but one." "There is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him, and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.”

Mark 12:29: "The first of all the commandments is, Hear O Israel; The Lord our God is ONE Lord."

Galatians 3:20: "Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is ONE."

Ephesians 4:6: "ONE God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all."

Matthew 23:9: "Call no man your father upon the earth: for ONE is your Father, which is in heaven."

John 8:41: "We have ONE Father, even God."

1 Timothy 2:6: "For there is ONE God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."

James 2:19: "Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils believe and tremble."

He is God and Jehovah alone.
2 Kings 19:15: "And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubim, thou are the God, even thou ALONE, of all the kingdoms of the earth."

Psalms 86:10: "For thou art great and doest wondrous things, thou art God ALONE."
Isaiah 27:16, 20: "O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubim, thou art the God, even thou ALONE, of all the kingdoms of the earth." "Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord, even thou ONLY."

Nehemiah 9:6: "Thou, even thou art Lord ALONE."
There is none else.
Deuteronomy 4:39: "Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the Lord he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is NONE ELSE."

Isaiah 44:8: "Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any."

Deuteronomy 4:35: "The Lord he is God, there is NONE ELSE besides him."
Isaiah 45:5, 6, 14, 22: "I am the Lord, and there is NONE ELSE." "That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me: I am the Lord, and there is NONE ELSE”. "Surely God is in thee, and there is NONE ELSE; there is no God." "I am the Lord, and there is NONE ELSE." "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is NONE ELSE."

Isaiah 46:9: "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,
Essential Christianity Lesson #3
 In the last lesson we started to look at the “doctrine of God” which includes his nature. In that study we determined that the one and only God is revealed in three persons. The doctrine of the Trinity entails many sub-doctrines including the nature of God; the nature of Christ and the person of the Holy Spirit. 

3. The Nature of Christ
The “doctrine of Christ” is at once a sub-set of the Trinity since included in the person of Christ is the nature of God but there also exists another fully human nature. I will review momentarily some of the verses that we touched upon in our study of the doctrine of the Trinity concerning the deity of Christ. 

	God
	John 10:30 I and my Father are one.

Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

	Eternal
	Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. (NOTE: this verse is also evidence of Jesus claiming to be God when compared to the “I am” statement made by God to Moses in Exodus 3:14)

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

	Creator
	John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

	Saviour 
	Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

	Omniscience
	John 1:48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

	Omnipresence
	Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

	Omnipotence
	Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

	Immutability
	Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

	Just
	Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:

	Source of Life
	John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

	Love
	John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

	Truth
	John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

	Holy
	Psalm 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

Ephesians 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

	Sustains
	Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

	Forgives Sin
	Luke 7:48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.
Mark 2:7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?

	Raises Dead
	John 5:25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

	Judges
	John 5:27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.

	Accepts Worship
	Philippians 2:10-11 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Heb. 1:6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.
Matt. 14:33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God.

	Lord
	Matthew 22:42-45 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?

	Sends Holy Spirit
	John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

	Raised Jesus
	Mark 14:58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.

	Alpha & Omega
	Rev. 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

Rev. 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

	King
	Luke 19:38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

	King of Glory
	Psalm 24:7-10 24:7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.

	King of Kings
	Rev. 19:16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.


When Jesus said "Before Abraham was, I AM" He asserted His pre-existence, declaring His name to be I AM. He is Jehovah-Jesus, adopting the very name God gave to Moses:  "Say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you" (Ex. 3:14)  It is in Jesus that all Jehovah promised to be to His people finds full realization.

I AM the bread of life (Jn. 6:35)

I AM the light of the world (Jn. 8:12)

I AM the door of the sheep (Jn. 10:7)

I AM the good shepherd (Jn. 10:11)

I AM from above… I AM not of this world (Jn. 8:23)

I AM the resurrection and the life (Jn. 11:25)

I AM the way, the truth, and the life (Jn. 14:6)

I AM the true vine (Jn. 15:1,2)

I AM the root and offspring of David (Rev. 22:16)

The attributes of the Messiah are prophesied in the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament). These verses should silence the critics that claim the deification of Jesus was an invention of his followers.

Genesis 3:15 is the first prophetic mention of Messiah. He is “the Seed of the woman”

Genesis 22 in the “Akedah” God tells Abraham that “He” will provide the sacrifice.

Genesis 49:10 says that the scepter will not depart from Judah until Shilo (the Messiah) comes. The scepter was considered by the Jews to be the shown by the right to execute capital punishment. When the Romans took this right away about 5 AD the Jews put on sack-cloth and said that the word of Good had been broken because Messiah had not yet come except a young Messiah had already arrived.

1 Samuel 2:35 calls him a faithful priest forever.

Ruth establishes the principle of the “kinsman redeemer”

Isaiah 9:6,7 says “A Son is given and calls him  ‘Mighty God, ETERNAL FATHER and the Prince Of Peace’”

Isaiah 11:1-5 calls him a “Righteous ruler” and the “Stem of Jesse”

Isaiah 42:1-5 calls him a “Servant ruler”

Isaiah 49:16 tells of the nail prints

Isaiah 50:6 tells that his beard would be plucked out

Isaiah 59:20 calls him “the Redeemer”

Psalm 18:43 says that foreigners (Gentiles) will serve him

Psalm 22 describes a death by crucifixion in the first person singular from the POV of the cross. Jesus quotes the first and last verses of this Psalm from the cross.

Micah 5:2 says he “pre-existed and identifies his birthplace as Bethlehem”

Proverbs 30:4 asks the reader what is God’s name? and “What is his Son’s name?

Zechariah 9:9 says he will enter riding on a donkey

Zechariah 11:12-13 says he will be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver and that those silver pieces will end up with the Potter and that the transaction will take place in the House of the LORD.

            These are a few of the literally hundreds of verses that speak of Jesus. One of my favorites is Zechariah 12:8-10 Ask your Jewish friend to read verse 8 & 9 and tell you “Who is speaking”. It is obviously God. Then read verse 10 paying close attention to the phase “they will look upon ME whom they PIERCED” and ask him when the inhabitants of Jerusalem ever “PIERCED God”? This is a clear reference to Jesus and his coming sacrifice. 

            If he believes that the Messiah will be a descendant of David as the Scriptures state then how does he explain that the royal line was subject to a blood curse in Jeremiah 22:30. God prophesied how he would fix the problem because the Messiah would be born of a virgin thus not subject to the curse on the blood line. Isaiah 7:14 “A virgin will bear a soon”.

Jesus is revealed in the Bible by verses that indicate his humanity.
	The Last Adam
	1 Cor. 15:45-47 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.

	Anointed
	Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

	Apostle
	Hebrews 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

	Carpenter’s son
	Matt 13:55 Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

	High Priest
	Heb. 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;
Heb. 4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

	Born of Woman
	Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

	Subject to Growth
	Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.

	Had a Human Soul & Spirit
	Matt 26:38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

	Had Human Limitations
	Matt. 4:2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.

John 4:3 (tempted). And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.
John 11:35 Jesus wept.

John 19:28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
Heb. 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

	Was Able To Die
	John 19:23 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:


 
Why is it essential to believe in the dual nature of Christ?
We can see from these verses and others that the one and only Jesus presented in Scripture is both God and man. He is God but not the Father nor the Holy Spirit, whom are also God. The following verses seem to indicate that denying this doctrine is a damnable heresy.

 

John 5:23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent him.

John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
2 Peter 2:1-2 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 

Thus far in this study we have determined that there are doctrines that are so essential to Christianity that to deny or pervert them is to deny or pervert Christianity into a gospel that can not save and make a God and Christ of our own creation which are not the God or Christ in the Bible. As we concluded in the last study session; if someone is wrong on this issue it is clear that they have a different Christ than those people that adhere to this doctrine.

 

 Essential Christianity Lesson #4
4. The Virgin Birth of Christ
A prominent advertisement in a leading Philadelphia newspaper read, "Want to hear a controversial young preacher? Sunday at 11:10 A.M.” Time magazine wrote up his denunciation of hell. He’s against capital punishment! Doesn’t believe in the virgin birth....

We might have guessed that the clock had been turned back 50 years, when such advertisements were common. But here was a recognized, contemporary minister denying the historic position of his own church - the church that had ordained him to the ministry!

In the letters-to-the-editor column of a large Christian periodical, another young minister supported this clergyman in his denial of the virgin birth and then dissented from the vicarious atonement and the bodily Resurrection of Christ for good measure. He is still in good standing with his own church; in fact, he was promoted to a higher position despite his published views!
Far from being a dead issue, the doctrine of the virgin birth of our Lord continues to provide theologians with an area of intense interest because in a very real sense it is the pivot upon which the fact of the Incarnation itself rests.
In the great controversy of the twenties and thirties between liberalism and fundamentalism, the virgin birth of Christ became a veritable rallying cry for conservative Christians. These responsible leaders saw in the liberal denials of this Biblical truth a direct attack not only upon the authority of the Scriptures but upon the very character of Christ as well.
In his magnum opus, The Virgin Birth of Christ, the late Dr. J. G. Machen with scholarly precision dissected the various objections to the Biblical teaching and thoroughly refuted those who attempted to teach that the virgin birth was merely an appendage of paganism carried over into Christianity, a later theological device of zealous but misled Christians to add further glory to the character of Jesus.

We are primarily concerned in our study, however, with the evidence offered from Scripture and its contemporary relevance for Christians. For if the Bible really does teach the virgin birth of Christ as a historical event, and if it can be shown that both the Jews and our Lord recognized its importance, then to any person who regards the Bible as prima facie evidence the virgin birth must be regarded as an integral part of Christian theology.

The doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ is indissolubly joined with Old Testament prophecy. The words of Isaiah the prophet bear eloquent testimony to a certain mysterious double event:

“Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.” (Isa 7:14-16).

On the universal or futuristic side, the prophecy refers to the Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, a fact substantiated by Matthew's reference to it: "Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us" (Matt 1:23).

Matthew uses the unqualified term for virgin, parthenos (the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew bethula, "absolute virgin"), thereby establishing beyond doubt that Mary was an undefiled maiden. 

Isaiah further tells us that the child would be a divine child: "His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." The child would reign forever, and "the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this" (Isa 9:6,7). 

Micah the prophet revealed that this child would be born in Bethlehem, the City of David, in keeping with Isaiah's prophecy that He would be the Son of David (Mic 5:2; cf. Isa 9:7). 

Furthermore, the prophets predicted that this babe of Bethlehem's manger would one day become the Messiah of Calvary's Cross, the Savior who would be "cut off" or crucified for the sins of the "whole world" (Isa 53; Dan 9:26; 1 John 2:2). 

They also declared that this same child would rise again to life and would come in the power of Almighty God with His holy angels to sift the sons of men with eternal judgment (Zech 12:10; cf. Rev 1:7-9). All these prophecies were fulfilled to the letter by Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and they only remain to lie consummated at His triumphant return as judge of the world (1 Thess 4:13-17; cf. Heb 9:28). 

Both Matthew and Luke declare that the human fulfillment of God's plan as the Christchild was conceived in Mary (Matt 1:18-25; Luke 1:30-38). Our Lord, it is revealed, was conceived in the virgin's womb by a direct act of the Holy Spirit, wholly apart from human agency. The record speaks eloquently for itself: 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: when as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us (Matt 1:18-23). 

Two very clear facts emerge: (1) Mary's conception was " before they came together"; and (2) Joseph, acting precisely as a man would be expected to react under such circumstances, was dissuaded from "putting her away privily" only by divine intervention, by announcement that the virgin birth was to be a fulfillment of inspired prophecy. 

Added to this record is the strong internal evidence of an interesting discourse between Christ and His Jewish antagonists. In the heat of argument, the Jews appeared to imply that Christ was an illegitimate child. This accusation would have been meaningless unless the fact of the virgin birth or at least its claim were known to them and to our Lord. This conversation, as recorded by John, is most revealing.
I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. I speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were Abraham 's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.... Then said they to him, “We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. 5 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me (John 8:37-39,41,42, emphasis added). 

The Jewish accusation of illegitimacy evoked from our Lord one of the most blistering denunciations of His Pharisaical critics contained in Scripture. 

“Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, and the father 

of it. And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you convicts me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.” Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, “Say we not well that thou are a Samaritan and hast a devil? Jesus answered, I have not a devil but I honor my Father, and ye do dishonor me.” (John 8:43-49, emphasis added). 

In these passages Christ established the fact that God was His Father, not Joseph, and that Satan rather than God was the spiritual father of His antagonists. In addition, He specifically established the explicit fact that he was not "born of fornication" but was of unique divine paternity. 

Clearly, then, the virgin birth, according to Scripture, was the instrument utilized by God to bring about the Incarnation. The biological fact of the virgin birth in itself should never constitute a barrier to faith and acceptance. 

The fact is, however, that those who deny the virgin birth are really denying the authority of the Gospel writers on rationalistic grounds. While human reason is certainly important, Scripture indicates that in the Adamic fall every area of man's physical, mental, and spiritual capacities were impaired. So reason, though useful, is by no means a safe criterion for determining the validity of divine truth. The angel's reference to Isa 7 places a divine imprimatur, one might say, upon both the Old Testament prophecy and its New Testament fulfillment. It is therefore difficult to read Matthew, Luke, and especially John without concluding that the Incarnation is 

indissolubly connected to the virgin birth. 

If we accept the God who could form the universe, open the Red Sea, deliver Elijah on Carmel, and preserve Daniel in the lion's den, then we should be able to accept the miracle of His Son's virgin birth. If we believe that Adam, the first of the human family, was created without benefit of parents, certainly the birth of the "last Adam" (1 Cor 15:45) should provide no obstacle to a mature faith. 

Some critics would ask, "Could not God have created Christ sinless apart from the virgin birth?"  Now we know that with God all things are possible, but this is not the question before us. The question is, "What does the divine record reveal to us regarding the instrument or vehicle of the Incarnation?" Our Lord Himself affirmed His own sinlessness in unmistakable terms (John 8:46), and Scripture links this sinlessness with the virgin birth, identifying the virgin birth itself as the precise channel of that incarnate act. 

Those who deny the virgin birth would do well to recall our Lord's intense displeasure at being called illegitimate (John 8:41-47). And if Joseph or any other mortal were his father, then according to Scripture the charge would have been true (Matt 1:18)! But both Matthew and Luke vigorously rule out any such concept. By challenging the integrity of the Gospel narratives of the virgin birth, those who would retain a so-called "rational view of Scripture" are in danger of questioning the integrity of God Himself. Paradoxically enough, although these same people maintain that God inspired the Gospels, they refuse to accept what the record so plainly states. 

The positive teaching of Scripture, however, is clear. Through the lineage of David and in David’s city, in the womb of a virgin whom God had prepared, the eternal Word was made flesh (John 1:1,14) and emerged in the world of men to be rejected by His own people but to purchase eternal redemption for those who would believe in Him. The true significance of the virgin birth of Christ is not so much the miraculous element of God intervening and suspending the laws of nature, but the fact that God chose to become man in Jesus Christ, "Who for us men and our salvation was incarnate of the Holy Ghost and born of the virgin Mary." The prophecies of the Old Testament, hoary with age, burn brightly once again in the manger of Bethlehem. The testimony of Peter at Pentecost, "thy holy child Jesus" (Acts 4:27), also flares out with new meaning. God 

was manifest in the flesh and born of a virgin! 

The doctrines of the authority of the Scriptures and the virgin birth are therefore inseparably joined. The Christian church has always held that they are both necessary to the unity of the whole. 

It is paradoxical indeed to affirm the cardinal doctrines of Scripture and yet to deny Scripture itself! Such unbiblical speculations "unsettle the faith of many" and impugn the record that God has given of His Son (1 John 5:9). In a very real sense Such a view indicts God for perjury (1 John 5:10). 

In view of all these facts, the virgin birth is, first of all, an important Biblical teaching. It is not to be treated lightly. It is to be believed by all who accept the Scriptures as authoritative. 

Secondly, it is a definite sin to disbelieve or question this teaching, because it is so closely related to the Incarnation of our Lord Himself. On this issue Dr. J. G. Machen wisely sums up our thinking. 

What then is our conclusion? Is belief in the virgin birth necessary to every man if he is to be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ? The question is wrongly put when it is put in that way. Who can tell exactly how much knowledge of the facts about Christ is necessary if a man is to have saving faith? None but God can tell. Some knowledge is certainly required, but how much is required we cannot say. "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief" said a man in the Gospel who was saved. Though today there are many men of little faith, many who are troubled by the voices that are heard on all sides... What right have we to say that full knowledge and full conviction are necessary before a man can put his trust in the crucified and risen Lord? What right have we to say that no man can be saved before he has come to a full conviction regarding the stupendous miracle narrated in the first chapters of Matthew and Luke? 

One thing at least is dear: even if the belief in the virgin birth is not necessary to every Christian, it is necessary to Christianity. And it is necessary to the corporate witness of the Church....Let it never be forgotten that the virgin birth is an integral part of the New Testament witness about Christ, and that that witness is strongest when it is taken as it stands... There is little to be added to Dr. Machen’s analysis except to say that the virgin birth is not peripheral and that we cannot logically, rationally, or theologically divorce it from the Incarnation. God did become man in Jesus Christ - this is the crucial truth - but He did it through the miracle of the virgin birth. Anything less than this is fundamentally unsound and spiritually damaging to any system of theology that 

purports to be Christian.
 

 Essential Christianity Lesson 5
5. Sola Fida (Salvation by faith alone through grace alone)
 The next doctrine that I claim is essential to the Christian faith is the fact that we are wholly dependent upon God’s grace (unmerited favor) for our salvation and that this grace is available only through faith and not of any work. All other religions tell you what you need to do to be reconciled with God. Christianity alone starts with the premise that you can do nothing to be reconciled with God and offers that reconciliation as a free gift. The following verses seem to indicate the essential nature of this doctrine.

John 6:28-29 Then said they unto him, ‘What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?’ Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.’
Romans 1:16-18 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’ For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

Romans 3:26-28 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
Romans 4:1-12 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describes the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputes righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.
Romans 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all
Romans 4:23-25 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification.

Romans 5:1-11 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope makes not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans 9:30-32 What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith. But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling-stone;
Romans11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.
Galatians 2:16-17 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  But f, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.
Galatians 2:21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
Galatians 3:6-12 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.
3:9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that does them shall live in them.

Galatians 3:23-29 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Galatians 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
2 Tim 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
Titus 3:5-7 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
James 2:10-11 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
1 John 3:22-23 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.
Throughout the history of the church the relationship between faith and works and how they relate inside the Gospel of the grace of Christ has been a source of dispute. It was the source of considerable dissension between the early Christians and the legalists that sought to embrace Christ as a worthy leader to be followed. There is the view promoted by Pelagious that works are a prerequisite for salvation. Pelagianism has been rejected as heretical consistently. This doctrine was modified into a view known as Semi-Pelagainsm. This view holds that salvation is an ongoing process and that the believer moves continually along a scale from unredeemed sinner to saint. Depending on the denomination this movement is made by attending church, participating in Sacraments, exercising spiritual gifts or completing certain rituals. It is my contention that Semi-Pelagianism confuses justification (salvation) and sanctification (Christians becoming more Godly). The Reformation doctrine of sola fida (faith alone) was a major point of dispute between the Reformers and Rome It saddens me that today the Protestant and Evangelical branches of the church generally have no idea why this doctrine was so important throughout the ages. It is central to the Gospel of Christ. Today we will return to the Scriptures and look at this issue.

In Genesis 22 we have the story of Abraham offering his son Isaac that appears to be evidence that his works are involved in his righteousness.

Genesis 22: 5-18 and Abraham saith unto his young men, ‘Remain by yourselves here with the ass, and I and the youth go yonder and worship, and turn back unto you.’ And Abraham taketh the wood of the burnt-offering, and places on Isaac his son, and he taketh in his hand the fire, and the knife; and they go on both of them together. And Isaac speaks unto Abraham his father, and saith, ‘My father,’ and he saith, ‘Here [am] I, my son.’ And he saith, ‘Lo, the fire and the wood, and where the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ and Abraham saith, ‘God doth provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son;’ and they go on both of them together. And they come in unto the place of which God hath spoken to him, and there Abraham built the altar, and arranged the wood, and binds Isaac his son, and placed him upon the altar above the wood; and Abraham put forth his hand, and taketh the knife — to slaughter his son. And the messenger of Jehovah (alternate translation “The Angel of the LORD”) calleth unto him from the heavens, and saith, ‘Abraham, Abraham;’ and he saith, ‘Here [am] I;’ and He saith, ‘Put not forth thine hand unto the youth, nor do anything to him, for now I have known that thou art fearing God, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only one, from Me.’ And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and lo, a ram behind, seized in a thicket by its horns; and Abraham goes, and taketh the ram, and caused it to ascend for a burnt-offering instead of his son; and Abraham calleth the name of that place ‘Jehovah-Jireh,’ because it is said this day in the mount, ‘Jehovah doth provide.’ And the messenger of Jehovah calleth unto Abraham a second time from the heavens, and saith, ‘By Myself I have sworn — the affirmation of Jehovah — that because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only one — that blessing I bless thee, and multiplying I multiply thy seed as stars of the heavens, and as sand which [is] on the sea-shore; and thy seed doth possess the gate of his enemies; and blessed themselves in thy seed have all nations of the earth, because that thou hast hearkened to My voice.’
But if we look at Genesis 15:6 we see that when Abraham believed God’s promise to provide him with many heirs through Isaac that his faith was counted unto him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
Even the Genesis 22 account gives us some hints of the faith that under-girded the act. In verse 5 he tells the men traveling with them that both he and THE Boy will return. Given God’s earlier promise, which Abraham believed, had God let Abraham kill his own son then God, being a faithful God would need to raise him from the dead to keep his promise. 

Several times in the Gospels Jesus claims that people are saved, healed or forgiven because of their faith. Mark 2:5 and 5:34 are two examples.

Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 

Mark 5:34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

In each case some outward sign or overt act demonstrates the faith. Just as Abraham’s faith allowed him to act these people’s faith produced observable works but it appears that Jesus is saying that it is the faith that does the saving and healing.

In Paul’s treatise on Christian Doctrine commonly known by the title “Romans” he spends numerous chapters dealing with this subject. We learn from Paul that the Law of God could only show us how far we fall short of the mark and drive us to the cross for the grace of God available only through faith. Faith and grace do not destroy the Law but rather redeem s from the curse demanded by the Law.  In chapter 4 Paul addresses the question of Abraham’s faith and concludes that if his works justified Abraham then he has the right to enter paradise and God owes him his reward. If however, it is as Genesis 15:6 declares that Abraham’s faith in God was counted unto him as righteousness then Abraham is dependent upon God’s grace for his salvation.

Paul continues to make his point in chapter 4 verses 6-8 by pointing us back to the words of David in the opening verses of Psalm 32 in which he is praising God for the blessing of grace. He them immediately turns back to the notion that faith and justification precede any outward sign. As Abraham was counted as righteous before the covenant circumcision. In fact it was before the action tat proved his faith in offering his son.

In chapter 4 verse 20-25 He (Abraham) staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification. Paul makes a profound announcement that we need to understand. Abraham’s faith isn’t in the force of faith. His faith isn’t in his own faithfulness. His faith is solely based in a confidence that God can and will do what he has said. God is the object of our faith. It is that faith which has God as its object, that causes righteousness to be imputed upon the believer.
In the closing verses of chapter 4 and the opening of chapter 5 Paul makes the connection between the faith of Abraham and the Christian walk. It is our faith in God’s ability and willingness to save us through the vicarious atonement of Christ that justifies us. We will need to work our way through all manner of tribulation subsequent to being justified by grace through faith.

As Paul continues his thoughts in Romans 6 he leads us into the issue for today. 

We are not to continue in our old sinful ways. While justification is immediate and a completely free gift, available by the grace of God through faith, sanctification is an ongoing process. Each day we are to struggle against sin and towards the good works God desires. We are to become servants of the living God and let his will reign in our lives.

Romans 6:22-23 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Romans 9 Paul takes up this subject again and we learn that seeking righteousness through the good works of the Law will only be a stumbling block to us as it was to Israel. If however we seek God through faith in Christ then God imputes his righteousness upon us because of that faith. God then works within us to produce the good works that he desires for our lives.

Romans 9:32-33 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling-stone; As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling-stone and rock of offense: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.
Just in case we still haven’t understood the point, Paul repeats it in chapter 11 telling us that works have no part in grace. Grace is unmerited favor. We are saved by grace and not of works.

Romans 11:6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.
In 2 Corinthians chapters 5 & 6 we see Paul returning to this theme. Jesus, who did not sin, was made sin so that those of us who did sin could have righteousness imputed into us. In chapter 6 verse1 Paul says “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.” Here we learn that we participate with God in our own sanctification. We are called to this participation so that the grace we received isn’t in vain. It is clear that this participation is subsequent to and not a prerequisite for this grace.

Latter in chapter 9 verse 8 we learn that God makes grace abound towards us so that we might abound in every good work. Here again it is clear that we are saved unto good works and not because of any good work.

In Galatians 2:16 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Paul tells us again that it is faith and not works that saves us.

In Galatians chapter 3 Paul returns to the story of Abraham and points again to his faith and not his works as the source of his righteousness. Again and again Paul returns to this same theme in Scripture. In Ephesians 2:8-10  we read “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Here again we notice that we are saved by grace through faith unto good works and not because of good works. In Philippians 3:9, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 and Titus 3:7-8 we read the same thoughts.

The writer of Hebrews echoes these same sentiments. Chapter 6 verse 1 and 2, chapter 10 verses 23-24 and 38-39 confirm that we are saved by faith unto good works. We are called to encourage each other toward good works or what the Greek Philosophers called “the good life”. This life is a life of virtue, marked by hope, faith and charity. In today’s society “the good life” has become a beer commercial. The clarion call of wine, women and song or more recently, sex drugs and rock-n-roll have replaced the desire for a life noted for faith, hope and charity. This desire for the good life is the natural outcome for anyone who has been redeemed.

Chapter 11 of Hebrews is sometimes referred to as the hall of fame for the faithful. In each case we find that these men’s faith produced works that testified of their faith. After reciting the accomplishments of such an esteemed list of the faithful this writer returns us once again to the cross of Christ. In chapter 12 we are encouraged to run the race that is our lives with the knowledge that Jesus is both the author and finisher of our faith. We are to strive against sin and participate in our sanctification with the help of the Holy Spirit but our works are the outgrowth of that faith of Jesus and not what we do to obtain his grace.

Many people have trouble with the Book of James believing there to be a tension between the writings of Paul and this book on this subject but I contend that no such tension exists. Even Martin Luther described the book of James as a “right strawy epistle” and claimed it was of questionable value. He never removed it from the cannon but it is clear that he did not see the book as easily reconcilable with Paul. Let’s look at James chapter 2 verse 17-26 for a minute.

James 2:17-26 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yes, a man may say, you have faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. You believed that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? See how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. You see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
Paul has consistently told us that we are saved unto good works. James is simply looking at this issue from the opposite point of view. If the natural result of salvation is that the Christian’s life will be transformed and produce good works then what can we say of the man that claims a faith but doesn’t show any change? While we are told not to judge another man’s salvation James is raising a skeptical eyebrow to those with a said faith. He is using “justified in a different way than Paul did. In the Pauline books we find “justification” being spoken of in a very technical sense. We are justified by having the righteousness of Christ imputed into our lives through “grace” (the unmerited favor of God). James is speaking of how we as men see that such a spiritual justification has occurred. Abraham was justified before God by his faith but then God justified Abraham before men through his work. 

Does a said faith, which does not produce a change in the believer’s life save? It seems to me that Paul and James would agree that every redeemed believer will produce good works so that would imply that works are God working in us after he has justified us by grace through faith.

In closing I will recap. The doctrine of sola fida is essential to Christianity because it is an integral part of the Gospel and if one offers any other means of salvation than through grace alone by faith alone then they have presented a different Gospel which is no Gospel at all but a return to the works righteousness offered by other religions.

Galatians 1:6-8 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
Why is it essential to believe that we are saved by faith alone?
It is clear from the verses above that the Bible teaches sola fida but why is it essential? The Bible presents two ways to get to heaven. One is through perfect adherence to the Law, which no man can achieve and the second is by faith alone through grace alone. It is the heart o the Gospel and to deny it is to deny the central point o the Gospel.

 

 

Essential Christianity Lesson 6
6. The Vicarious Atonement of Christ
Before starting this study I thought we might want to define a few terms. The first is:

“Propitiation” This is an act to conciliate or appease an offended entity, normally a God. In Christian theology the propitiation does not procure his love or make him loving; it only renders it consistent for him to exercise his love towards sinners.

In Romans 3:25 and Hebrews 9:5 the Greek word (hilasterion) is used. It is the word employed by the LXX. translators in Exodus 25:17 and elsewhere as the equivalent for the Hebrew (kapporeth) which means “covering,” or “mercy seat” and is used of the lid of the ark of the covenant (Exodus 25:21; 30:6). This Greek word (hilasterion) came to denote not only the mercy seat or lid of the ark, but also propitiation or reconciliation by blood. On the great Day of Atonement the high priest carried the blood of the sacrifice he offered for all the people within the veil and sprinkled with it the “mercy-seat,” and so made propitiation.

In 1 John 2:2; 4:10, Christ is called the “propitiation for our sins.” Here a different Greek word is used (hilasmos). Christ is “the propitiation,” because by his becoming our substitute and assuming our obligations he expiated our guilt, covered it, by the vicarious punishment, which he endured. 

Next we have;

“Atonement” This word occurs in Romans 5:11, of some versions while others translate that as “reconciliation”. In the Old Testament it is of frequent occurrence.

The meaning of the word is simply at-one-ment, i.e., the state of being at one or being reconciled, so that atonement is reconciliation or alternately being covered. The blood of Christ covers us. Thus it is used to denote the effect, which flows from the death of Christ.

But the word is also used to denote that by which this reconciliation is brought about, viz., the death of Christ itself; and when so used it means satisfaction, and in this sense to make an atonement for one is to make satisfaction for his offenses (Exodus 32:30; Leviticus 4:26; 5:16; Numbers 6:11), and, as regards the person, to reconcile, to propitiate God in his behalf.

By the atonement of Christ we generally mean his work by which he expiated our sins. But in Scripture usage the word denotes the reconciliation itself, and not the means by which it is achieved. When speaking of Christ’s saving work, the word “satisfaction,” the word used by the theologians of the Reformation, is to be preferred to the word “atonement.” Christ’s satisfaction is all he did in the room and in behalf of sinners to satisfy the demands of the law and justice of God. Christ’s work consisted of suffering and obedience, and these were vicarious, i.e., were not merely for our benefit, but were in our stead, as the suffering and obedience of our vicar, or substitute. Our guilt is expiated by the punishment, which our vicar bore, and thus God is rendered propitious, i.e., it is now consistent with his justice to manifest his love to transgressors. Expiation has been made for sin, i.e., it is covered. The means by which it is covered is vicarious satisfaction, and the result of its being covered is atonement or reconciliation. To make atonement is to do that by virtue of which alienation ceases and reconciliation is brought about. Christ’s mediatorial work and sufferings are the ground or efficient cause of reconciliation with God. They rectify the disturbed relations between God and man, taking away the obstacles interposed by sin to their fellowship and concord. The reconciliation is mutual, i.e., it is not only that of sinners toward God, but also and pre-eminently that of God toward sinners, effected by the sin-offering he himself provided, so that consistently with the other attributes of his character his love might flow forth in all its fullness of blessing to men. The primary idea presented to us in different forms throughout the Scripture is that the death of Christ is a satisfaction of infinite worth rendered to the law and justice of God, and accepted by him in room of the very penalty man had incurred. It must also be constantly kept in mind that the atonement is not the cause but the consequence of God’s love to guilty men (John 3:16; Romans 3:24, 25; Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:9; 4:9). The atonement may also be regarded as necessary, not in an absolute but in a relative sense, i.e., if man is to be saved, there is no other way than this which God has devised and carried out (Exodus 34:7; Joshua 24:19; Psalm 5:4; 7:11; Nahum 1:2, 6; Romans 3:5). This is God’s plan, clearly revealed; and that is enough for us to know.

The idea of vicarious atonement is replete throughout the Bible. In the Hebrew Bible a fairly complicated system of blood sacrifice was set up where the blood of animals was used. The idea that Jesus is the fulfillment of the sacrificial system instituted through Moses is well attested to in the NT. Our primary text for this study is Hebrews chapter 9

Hebrews 9:7-28 But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; Which stood only in meats and drinks, and diverse washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctified to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of the New Testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they, which are called, might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
We see from Hebrews chapter 9 that the blood sacrifice of Jesus is being connected back to the sacrificial system in the OT. It is also important to notice that the reason that God (the maker of the Testate Covenant) needed to experience death. While God cannot die, through the incarnation of Jesus, God partook of death and thus with the death of the Testator, God was free from his own law to create a New Testate Covenant. 

Other verses that help substantiate the idea of Christ’s vicarious atonement are:

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming unto him, and said, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Romans 3:22-26 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Romans 4:24-25 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our justification.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
1 Tim 4:10 For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of those that believe.
Hebrews 2:14-15 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
Hebrews 10:10-14 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
Colossians 1:14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:
Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 
1 John 2:1-2 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for our’s only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

Hebrews 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

 

Paul also eloquently explains this doctrine in Romans chapter 5 specifically verses 1-2, 9, 11, 16 and 18. 

Romans 5:1-21 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope makes not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But God commends his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. But not as the offense, so also is the free gift. For if through the offense of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offenses unto justification. For if by one man’s offense death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Moreover the law entered, that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.
Martin Luther pointed to Philippians 3:9 “And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith” as "The Great Exchange" in that we are covered by the blood of Jesus in exchange for faith. 

Why is belief in the vicarious atonement of Christ essential?
The vicarious atonement of Christ also seems to be essential to the Gospel according to:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
What we can see from these Scriptures is that there is no salvation except through the vicarious atonement of Christ. To remove this element from the Gospel changes the Gospel so much that what we have left is another Gospel which is no Gospel at all but a guarantee that we are not free from the curse of the Law and we will die in our sins. 

We can therefore conclude that the vicarious atonement of Christ is yet one more of the doctrines that is so essential to Christianity that to deny or pervert it would be to deny or pervert the Gospel itself.

 

Essential Christianity Lesson 7 
7. The bodily resurrection of Christ
The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus rose in a physical body. Let’s look at a few verses.

Matthew 28:9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
Luke 24:3-7 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed there about, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.
Luke 24:37-39 And he said unto them, Why are you troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them.  But they were terrified and affraid, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.
John 2:19-21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spoke of the temple of his body.

Philippians 3:20-21 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
Why is it essential to believe in the bodily resurrection?
Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from the dead, thou shall be saved.
One of the earliest church creeds is found in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 and it includes a proclamation that Jesus was raised from the dead

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also you have received, and wherein you stand; By which also you are saved, if you keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
1 Corinthians 15:12-19 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

1 John 4:2-3 4:2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
2 John 1:7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
It is absolutely clear from these passages and others that Jesus rose from the dead bodily and that it is essential to our faith to believe that he did. 

 

Essential Christianity Lesson 8 

8. The coming Judgment
The idea that Jesus is coming again to judge the living and the dead is well attested to in scripture. Here are just a few of the verses that demonstrate that just such a judgment is coming.

1 Chronicles 16:33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth.
Psalm 9:7-8 But the LORD shall endure forever: he has prepared his throne for judgment. And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.
Psalm 96:13 Before the LORD: for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
Isaiah 33:22 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us.
Daniel 7:21-22 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.
Matthew 10:14-15 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city.
Matthew 11:22-24 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.
Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

John 5:22 For the Father judges no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:
John 5:27-30 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.
John 12:47-48 And if any man hears my words, and believes not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejects me, and receives not my words, has one that judges him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
Acts 10:42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead.

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.
Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

Hebrews 10:27-30 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongs to me, I will recompense, says the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Hebrews 12:23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
James 5:9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge stands before the door.

1 Peter 4:5-6 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
2 Peter 2:3-9 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingers not, and their damnation slumbers not. For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
2 Peter 3:7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

1 John 4:17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.
Jude 1:6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.
Jude 1:14-15 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.
Revelation 11:17-18 Saying, We give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which art, and was, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.
Revelation 14:7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
Revelation 20:12-13 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
The forgoing passages make it abundantly clear that there is a coming judgment. It is equally clear that those of us that are covered by the blood of Christ will be safe from the judgment according to the law but will still need to give account for our works. Hebrews 6:1-2 indicates that the doctrine of eternal judgment is part of the foundation of the faith.

Hebrews 6:1-2 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
 

What we do not have is any passage that says that belief in the coming judgment is essential. For that I point to the logic of it all. If there is no coming judgment then what are we saved from? The principles of the Gospel are simple. Man sinned of his own free will. Man deserves judgment according to the righteousness and law of God. Though God’s great love and grace he condescended to take upon himself the form of a man and pay the price owed by man so that he could save whom he willed from he required judgment. Without the coming judgment the Gospel makes no sense.

 

	Essential Christianity Lesson 9 

Support or these doctrines in the early creeds 

I am deviating from our normal format in covering the essential doctrines because we have concluded the list o doctrines that is common to all Christians. In this lesson I simply wish to provide you a list of Creeds, be they Scripture passages or from extra-biblical sources that support the claim that these doctrines have been common to the faith throughout history. 

Deut. 6:4 Hear O Israel, the LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 

1 Kings. 18:39: And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God." 

Matt. 16:16:     Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
Matt. 28:19:     Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

John 1:49 Nathan'a-el answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 

John 6:68-69:    Simon Peter answered him, "Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God."
 John 20:28:      Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
Acts 8:36-37:    And as they went along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water!  What is to prevent my being baptized?"  And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may."  And he replied, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

 Acts 16:31:   And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."
 1 Cor. 8:6: yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

1 Cor. 12:3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit.

 1 Cor. 15:3-7: For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
 Phil. 2:6-11: who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

1 Tim. 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

Heb. 6:1-2: Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, with instruction about ablutions, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.
1 John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God. 

There are also several early summaries of the Christian faith which predate the creeds, such as:

 The "Rule of Faith" as recorded by Irenaeus: “this faith: in one God, the Father Almighty, who made the heaven and the earth and the seas and all the things that are in them and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was made flesh for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who made known through the prophets the plan of salvation, and the coming, and the birth from a virgin, and the passion, and the resurrection from the dead, and the bodily ascension into heaven of the beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and his future appearing from heaven in the glory of the Father to sum up all things and to raise anew all flesh of the whole human race.“ 

And Hippolytus's account of the baptismal service:

‘When the person being baptized goes down into the water, he who baptizes him, putting his hand on him, shall say: "Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?"  And the person being baptized shall say: "I believe." Then holding his hand on his head, he shall baptize him once.  And then he shall say: "Do you believe in Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary, and was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and was dead and buried, and rose again the third day, alive from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and sat at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge the living and the dead?" And when he says: "I believe," he is baptized again. And again, he shall say: "Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, in the holy church, and the resurrection of the body?"

  The person being baptized shall say: "I believe," and then he is baptized a third time.

 Both the “Rule” as recorded by Iranaeus and the baptismal service as recorded by Hippolytus bear very close similarity to the Apostles' Creed. 

The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Athanasian Creed
Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is necessary that he hold the catholic [i.e., universal, Christian] faith. Which faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eternal. And yet they are not three Eternals, but one Eternal. As there are not three Uncreated nor three Incomprehensibles, but one Uncreated and one Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty. And yet they are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God. So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord. And yet not three Lords, but one Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Christian verity to acknowledge every Person by Himself to be God and Lord, So are we forbidden by the catholic religion to say, There be three Gods, or three Lords.

 

The Father is made of none: neither created nor begotten. The Son is of the Father alone; not made, nor created, but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son: neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this Trinity none is before or after other; none is greater or less than another; But the whole three Persons are coeternal together, and coequal: so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped. He, therefore, that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity.

 

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he also believes faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and Man; God of the Substance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and Man of the substance of His mother, born in the world; Perfect God and perfect Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father as touching His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His manhood; Who, although He be God and Man, yet He is not two, but one Christ: One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the manhood into God; One altogether; not by confusion of Substance, but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and Man is one Christ; Who suffered for our salvation; descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead; He ascended into heaven; He sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God Almighty; from whence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. At whose coming all men shall rise again with their bodies, and shall give an account of their own works. And they that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and they that have done evil, into everlasting fire.

This is the catholic faith; which except a man believe faithfully and firmly, he cannot be saved.

The Creed of Chalcedon
We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable [rational] soul and body consubstantial [co-essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, un-confusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the prophets from the beginning [have declared] concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us.

 


