
Suggested Process for Preparing for Service 

 

All these things are intended to improve our submission to the Lord in all 

aspects of our service to Him. 

 

1.  Pray.  Seek the Lord’s direction and power in preparing to minister. It is 

particularly helpful to picture the people you are ministering to while 

you are praying. Seek to know what the theme or focus of the message 

should be or what key scripture should be used. 

2.  Outline the ministry. It is suggested that worship hymns and praise 

songs, scripture readings, message, etc. should work together and be 

responsive to the prayers of (1). 

3.  Understand the message in prayer and meditation. 

a. What is the context of the key passage? (In immediate context, in the 

context of the chapter or book, in the context of the rest of the Bible, in 

the context the customs and manners of the society originally addressed.) 

How would the original reader understand the passage? [Commentaries 

and other Bible helps can be useful. However, the Bible should speak for 

itself as the Word of God.] 

b. What do the key words mean? [A Bible dictionary or expository 

dictionary can be helpful.] 

c. What is the Lord saying to YOU? 

d. How is Christ revealed in the passage? 

e. How is the Gospel revealed in the passage? 

4.  Prayerfully considering your understanding, especially for 3 c-e, seek 

the message the Lord wants you to carry to the people you are 

ministering to. Specifically, how should they receive and apply the 

message to their own lives. 

5.  Pray for the Lord to bring to mind all of the things He wants covered in 

the order He wants. 

6.  Pray for the Lord’s covering prior to departing home to proceed to the 

ministry. 

7.  Pray for the Lord to use you in the ministry prior to starting the ministry. 

8.  Pray for the Lord’s presence and blessing upon the ministry in the 

invocation. 

 


