
Preparation in Prayer for Leadership 
 
Don’t Get Distracted From the MAIN Thing – Our Relationship with Christ Jesus 
 

• The Apostles needed to dedicate themselves to prayer and the study of Scripture (Acts 6:2-4), and not to 
be distracted by the serving of tables 

 
• We are often distracted by mundane aspects of service and lose track of our main focus – serving Christ, 

giving glory to His name, and building His Kingdom. 
o The mundane details do need to be taken care of - the details can, and should, be delegated to 

those who are able 
o Ensure that the time we gain is used for the purpose most needed–prayer and study of the 

Word! 
 
Suggested Prayer Points for Leaders 
 

• Pray – to know how you can follow Christ better. 
• Pray – for love, discernment, wisdom, & patience in dealing with the people you are called to lead. 
• Pray – to know the will of God in how you should lead (by example, by illustration, by teaching). 
• Pray – to know God’s will in where to lead. 
• Pray – to know God’s calling on your group (what are you to accomplish collectively in serving Him). 
• Pray – to see how you need to stir up and develop the individual and collective gifts of the people. 
• Pray – for the revelation of Scripture for each step. 
• Pray – to see how each person needs Christ’s grace in order to receive His love. 
• Pray – to see each person’s needs to be discipled. 
• Pray – to glorify  Christ in all of your service. 

 
Suggested Prayer Points for Teaching 
 

• Pray – that you can glorify  the Lord in your service. 
• Pray – for the people you are ministering to. 
• Pray – that you may be used by God to be a blessing to the people you are called to minister to. 
• Pray to know the needs of the people in detail. 
• Pray for God’s wisdom as you outline your service and select Scriptures to address the needs. 
• Meditate on God’s Word as you pray for the people – especially to see how the Gospel is to be 

revealed in the application of Grace to life circumstances. Every work of service should declare the 
Gospel of Christ and demonstrate the application of His grace – in word and/or in work. 

• Pray for the Lord to show you the application of the Scripture to the people’s situations – consider 
how the love and grace that is in Christ Jesus is depicted in the selected texts. 

• Pray that you may be an instrument in the hands of the Lord. 
• Pray that the Lord take all control. 

 
Some examples of prayer to look at: 

• Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 1-3) – she looked to fulfill her need and desire by dedicating the answer of 
her prayer to the glory of God. 

• Nehemiah’s prayer (Nehemiah 9) – he interceded for the people, confessing their sins, including 
himself. 

• Daniel’s prayer (Daniel 9) – he interceded for the people, confessing their sins as his own. 
• Christ’s prayer (John 17) – He interceded for all of us, desiring unity among us as between Father and 

Son to bring glory to the Father. 
 



What are some of the common elements: 
• Proclamation of the holiness and glory of God the Father. 
• Confession and repentance of our sins and dependence upon the work of God in us and through us. 
• Desire for God to work in us. 
• Plea for God to use us to His glory. 
• Plea for our service to glorify His name and to build His Kingdom. 

 
 
So what is the operative word for abiding in Christ?   PRAY!  We need to abide in Christ.  He will never 
leave us or fail us.  We do this first and foremost in prayer. 
 

A practical prayer is: 

LORD, I CAN’T,  

BUT YOU CAN. 

YOU TAKE CONTROL.   

THANK YOU, JESUS! 
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