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Dear       November 2021 
 
White Ribbon Day November 25th - Prevention of violence against women 
and girls 
 
Milton Keynes Fawcett Group* are keen to know how our local politicians at all 
levels are taking action to end the growing wave of violence against women 
and girls. We are sending this as an open letter to invite local leaders to tell us 
what they are doing about this issue. 
 
November 25th is the UN designated day1 to raise awareness of this violence, 
and is the start of 16 days of activism2to be taken globally, nationally and here, 
in Milton Keynes. 
 
The statistics3 show that the horrifying national surges in violence and abuse 
are replicated in Milton Keynes.  
 
Our women’s support services are increasingly overwhelmed and need 
permanent and ongoing help. A series of ‘White Ribbon’ events will highlight 
the need for immediate action to prevent abuse happening in the first place 
but will also make clear the need for sustained commitment from community 
groups and organisations if real change is to happen. 
 
There are, of course, many actions that we appreciate that you, as 
representatives, may be taking on behalf of your constituents, but here are 
some actions that we suggest Parish, Town or Community Councils can take: 
  

 
1 https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day 
 
2 https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-
of-activism 
 
3 https://www.miltonkeynes.co.uk/news/crime/violent-crime-in-milton-keynes-on-the-rise-with-
nearly-10000-cases-recorded-over-past-year-3446690 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.miltonkeynes.co.uk/news/crime/violent-crime-in-milton-keynes-on-the-rise-with-nearly-10000-cases-recorded-over-past-year-3446690
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
https://www.miltonkeynes.co.uk/news/crime/violent-crime-in-milton-keynes-on-the-rise-with-nearly-10000-cases-recorded-over-past-year-3446690
https://www.miltonkeynes.co.uk/news/crime/violent-crime-in-milton-keynes-on-the-rise-with-nearly-10000-cases-recorded-over-past-year-3446690
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Actions Description 

1. Become 
 
(men)  
White Ribbon 
Ambassadors  
 
or  
 
(women) 
White Ribbon 
Champions  

 

White Ribbon UK4, is a leading charity engaging with men and 
boys to end violence against women. The charity encourages 
all men to wear a White Ribbon, and make the White Ribbon 
Promise to never commit, excuse or remain silent about 
violence against women. They specifically ask men to make 
the Promise, however anyone over the age of 14 can take it.  
 
White Ribbon Champions are women who play an essential 
role 365 days a year by encouraging men to get involved by 
finding opportunities to inspire and inform: through 
presentations, conversations and social media. 
 
 

2. Become a White 
Ribbon Accredited5 
Parish / Town / 
Community Council 
 

In September 2021 Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town 
Council voted to become accredited. Here is what happened:   
 
“The proposal to become White Ribbon accredited was done 
with the support of the community in Bletchley & Fenny 
Stratford, especially women, who came forward to share the 
need for ending violence against women and girls to be made 
a priority in Milton Keynes. 

The Town Council’s next steps will be to form a steering group 
to develop and take forward an action plan that meets core 
criteria in strategic leadership, engaging with men and boys, 
raising awareness and changing culture. They will also be 
registering for ambassador and champion training with White 
Ribbon UK.” 

3. Attend the Candle-lit 
Vigil at MK Rose on 
25th November 

 

Send a representative to the Milton Keynes Rose at 5.00pm to 
show solidarity with women everywhere and wear a White 
Ribbon.  
 
Bring a candle. 
 
RSVP to attend the event here: 6  
 

 
4 https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/ 
5 https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/organisations 
6 https://bit.ly/3GPxhb0  or email voicesofwomenmk@gmail.com 

https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/
https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/organisations
https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/organisations
https://bit.ly/3GPxhb0
https://www.whiteribbon.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/3GPxhb0
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4. Host a Candle-lit Vigil 
in your 
neighbourhood on 
25th November 

Invite your constituents to bring a candle to your local centre 
at 5pm to show solidarity and raise awareness of the White 
Ribbon programme. 

5. Light a candle  Light a candle at your home, and post to social media tagging 
@VOWMK #16Days #WhiteRibbon #orangetheworld 

6. Promote The 16 Days 
of Activism in MK 

Visit the Voices of Women MK (VOWMK) Website7 for details 
of the programme of events which will be hosted by Age UK 
Milton Keynes, DAFS, Drose, MK-ACT, SaferMK, PANDORA, YIS, 
YMCA and others. 
 
Share the Webpage and Events on your website and social 
media channels.  
 

7. Tell us what you are 
doing 

Email voicesofwomenmk@gmail.com to let them know if you 
will take any action especially if you are working to obtain 
White Ribbon accreditation, or if you organise an event in 
your neighbourhood.  
 
VOWMK can promote events on their social media, as part of 
the programme mentioned above. 
 

 
 
White Ribbon Day on November 25th will be a significant and symbolic time for 
us all to commit to making things better for women and girls. We look forward 
to collaborating with you in this important cause.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Gillian Bryan 
On behalf of Milton Keynes Fawcett Group (Convener Sheila Thornton) 
miltonkeynesfawcettgroup@gmail.com 
 
*About the Milton Keynes Fawcett Group 
 
Milton Keynes Fawcett Group8 is one of the most active groups of The Fawcett 
Society, the UK’s leading membership charity campaigning for gender equality 
and women’s rights at work, at home and in public life. Our vision is a society 

 
7 https://vowmk.co.uk 
8 https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/ 
 

https://vowmk.co.uk/
mailto:voicesofwomenmk@gmail.com
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=a29f192f-aa9b-43e9-9c4d-c89160282772
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/membership
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in which women and girls in all their diversity are equal and truly free to fulfil 
their potential creating a stronger, happier, better future for us all. With 
several upcoming events and great connections with other organisations, the 
Milton Keynes group is invaluable to Fawcett’s work. The group played a 
crucial part in gathering evidence for a report on women in local government 
as well as staging regular public campaigns. 
 
Our interests in Milton Keynes 
As well as prevention and ending violence against women, our members are 
particularly interested in women’s participation in local politics.  
 
Our observations and analysis of the representation of women on Milton 
Keynes Council have been published in a series of papers which can be found 
here:  
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/milton-keynes-group 
  
Fawcett members are always very pleased to meet with councillors at all levels 
to discuss key areas for action. We are members of a new partnership of 
women’s organisations, Voices of Women Milton Keynes (VOWMK), which 
aims to encourage women and girls to participate in creating change.  
 
 
 
 


