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4.0  Analysis – The Habitats of the Parish

4.1. Introduction

The survey of the individual character areas has provided a better understanding of the 
habitats within the parish. As only parts of the parish could be accessed on the ground 
the level of information is varied but it has provided an insight into:

 • The range and character of habitats
 • Some issues affecting existing habitats
 • How well habitats are connected across the parish.

4.2. Existing Habitats

Figure 26 illustrates the existing most notable habitats in the parish.  These can be 
considered under four broad categories:

4.2.1 Woody Habitats
4.2.2 Grassland and Perennial Habitats
4.2.3 Water Habitats
4.2.4 Built Environment

Each of these are not exclusive and may well contain elements of other habitats but it is a 
helpful way to think about habitats across the parish and how they are connected.

4.2.1 Woody Habitats

There are a variety of habitats associated with woody vegetation in the parish these 
include:

Deciduous Small Woods/Woodland Strips

There are no large woodlands in the parish but small areas of woodland across the 
parish and on its boundaries.  The tree, shrub and ground fl ora these contain tends to 
refl ect their history.  The majority are made up of predominantly native locally occurring 
tree and shrub species which have either been planted in the second half of the 20th 
century or established naturally by colonising areas such as railway embankments.  A 
small area of woodland in Sherwood Drive Park had an interesting mix of species which 
may suggest is a remaining fragment of a much older woodland.

Recently planted woodland

One small area of recently planted woodland was recorded as a strip along the southern 
side of The Leys park.  It contains a good mix of species and is now becoming well 
established and of considerable habitat benefi t.

Mixed woodland mainly conifer

The northern edge of The Leys park is notable for a small woodland area made up 
predominantly of pine trees including Black Pine (Pinus Nigra and Scots Pine (Pinus 
Sylvestris).  This provides a different habitat and will attract different insects and birds to 
the area.  There is also another group of large mature Pines in the park and other large 
conifers planted in association with Bletchley Park.  

Strong hedgerows

Most new boundaries in the parish are formed by fencing some of the earlier residential 
areas appear to have planted privet or other hedges as front gardens.  Where strong 
hedgerows do exist, they add signifi cantly to connectivity across the parish. 

Historic Hedgerows

The majority of the historic hedgerows in the parish probably date to when the parish 
was enclosed and so are around 200 years old.  Some of the hedgerows may be much 
older perhaps especially those along ancient routes through the parish. 

As well as the visible trees and shrubs which form the structure of the hedgerow, old 
hedgerows also have a wide variety of associated ground fl ora and fungi and can hold 
seed ready to recolonise adjacent areas when conditions are right. 
  
Each hedgerow is valuable as a mini wildlife corridor enabling small mammals such as 
hedgehogs, and bats and insects, birds and fl ora to move through an urban area.  
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Figure 26.  Notable Habitats Across the Parish
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Scrub

Scrub is difficult to define but generally taken to be where woody shrub species make 
up a significant or dominant component of the overall habitat. A few areas of scrub were 
large enough to be picked up on the plan but there are other smaller areas that are too 
small to show.  

In the parish scrub, is characterised primarily by areas of Bramble, sometimes with 
Hawthorn and Blackthorn. These are all thorny species, making access difficult and 
unattractive for humans. This has significant benefits to wildlife and makes scrub areas 
important mini wildlife refuges, particularly for species such as Fox, Deer, Otter and 
Hedgehog. The dense thickets allow small birds to hide from predators, making them 
ideal roosting and nesting sites. The flowers also provide valuable nectar source for 
insects, whilst the blackberries and other fruit and berries provide an important food 
source for birds and small mammals. 

Scrub in the past has received little attention from nature conservationists. This has 
recently changed, and scrub has now become the focus of attention to identify, 
conserve and enhance. 

Notable Trees and Tree Groups

The notable street trees and tree groups identified on the plan are primarily common 
UK street trees and include a variety of Cherries, Horse Chestnut, Lime, Norway Maple, 
Sycamore and Plane trees.   A few Black Poplar were seen and groups of trees in parks 
included some Black Pine and Scots Pine.   Street trees are normally considered to be of 
limited biodiversity value but in providing wildlife links across the parish they can have 
an important role to play even if the individual species doesn’t have large numbers of 
species associated with it.

A tree which does have a large number of species associated with it and was seen to be 
growing well in the parish is the native Oak (Quercus robur).  It is not generally considered 
to be a good street tree as it does not like growing under paved surfaces and as it grows 
to be a very large tree it has to be provided with sufficient space.  There are some very 
fine specimens in the parish often growing in small areas of grass the majority of these 
appear to be within land which was part of the Bletchley Park Estate. 

Ornamental Shrub Planting 

There are some small areas of ornamental shrub planting in the parish.  Most of this is of 
non-native species and tends to be evergreen. When these areas are reviewed there is 
an opportunity to select planting targeted to provide benefit for pollinators and also to 
provide fruits and berries, for small mammals and birds. 

4.2.2 Grassland and Herbaceous Habitats

By far the majority of the grassland areas in the parish are managed as amenity grassland.  
Until recently there were two arable fields to the south of the railway line but our 
understanding is that these in the future will be used for flood mitigation and ecological 
compensation in association with East-West Rail.  

Amenity Grassland

Amenity grassland covers the majority of the open space in the parish it is regularly 
mown and remains short throughout the year.  It will provide some habitat value and the 
range of plant species will have gradually increased over the years.   The sheer amount 
of these habitat in the parish is however disproportionate to the habitat value it provides.  
So for enhanced biodiversity these areas represent considerable opportunity to change 
their management or to consider for establishing ruderal and woody vegetation on to 
increase their habitat diversity.

Amenity Grassland Managed as Meadow

Some areas of grass in the parish are managed as meadow by allowing the grass to 
grow long during the summer and then cutting from July onwards and removing the cut 
grass.  This management practice allows wildflowers to grow up within the grass and the 
removal of the cut grass each year helps to reduce the fertility of the ground encouraging 
the wildflowers to become more prolific. The wildflowers provide significant benefit for 
pollinators and other insects. This can make a significant difference to the biodiversity 
of the parish as increasing the insect population will enable the parish to support more 
birds, amphibians, bats and other mammals.  

Nettles and Ruderal Growth

Small areas of ruderal growth consisting primary of nettles and other perennial species 
generally considered to be weeds were seen in many areas but the areas were often too 
small to record on the plan. There is a tendancy to look at these as area of waste ground 
and a lack of management.  However although we may not think the nettles and rough 
growth looks beautiful, this type of area provides a very wide range of habitat benefits. 
Nettles   support more than 40 kinds of insects which in turn attracts insect-eaters such 
as hedgehogs, shrews, frogs and toads.  They also produce a huge quantity of autumn 
seed which is important for seed eating birds like chaffinches and bullfinches.  Nettles 
are a particularly important foodplants for the caterpillars of several moths and butterflies 
including Comma, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock, Scarlet Tiger Moth and Red Admiral.  

St Mary’s Churchyard

The community of grasses and flowers in the churchyard have probably been there for 
hundreds of years relatively unchanged.  Some wildflowers were seen in the churchyard 
but most of the grass was being mown short. 

Churchyards can provide a complex mix of habitats associated not just with grassland 
but also stone walls, headstones, compost and veteran trees.  Caring for God’s Acre is a 
charity which supports people working to maximise the habitat benefit of churchyards 
and church buildings themselves for wildlife and people.
Their website provides a great deal of useful information on how to survey and manage 
these important areas. 

https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/resources/biodiversity/

Allotments

Allotment are increasingly being recognised as important sites for wildlife.  Many of 
the plants and animals that struggle to survive in intensively managed farmland thrive 
on allotment sites and there are many small changes that can be made to support the 
diversity of species.  Natural England have produced a useful leaflet which provides 
helpful information for allotment holders:

https://enablelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/wildlifeonallotments.pdf
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4.2.3. Water Habitats

The majority of the parish is on higher ground and not associated with significant water 
courses or wetland areas.  However, to the south of the parish the Blue Lagoon Nature 
reserve has significant areas of water and wetland and although largely unseen Water 
Eaton Brook is an important watercourse on the Parish’s southern boundary. 

Watercourses

Water Eaton Brook is a good-sized water course. One small tributary stream runs into the 
brook from Chepstow Park and there appear to be other very small watercourses on the 
southern edge of the parish draining towards it.  The brook starts to the West of Newton 
Longville and runs east towards the river Ouzel which it joins to the south east of Fenny 
Stratford.  The Ouzel is a tributary of the Ouse which flows out through Bedfordshire and 
the Fens to The Wash. 

The stream has well vegetated banks and to a large extent is hidden from view.  It is 
likely to be providing considerable wildlife benefit to a wide variety of different species.  It 
would be beneficial to connect wildlife corridors in the parish to it.

Ponds

Two good sized ponds were observed in the survey both were seen to be providing 
considerable biodiversity benefit with a variety of birds and dragonfly seen close by as 
well as the associated species in the water and vegetation on the banks.  Bletchley Park 
also has a small lake.  There will also be a number of ponds within gardens that have not 
been surveyed.  

Wet Ditches

Wet ditches go widely unnoticed, but for wildlife can form a valuable refuge and 
sometimes have greater species diversity than neighbouring land, so how they are 
managed and maintained is important. They can also provide valuable wildlife corridors 
particularly for amphibians and reptiles. 

4.2.4. Built Environment

Built structures can provide considerable benefit to wildlife particularly in the form of 
roosting and nesting sites.  This can range from Peregrine Falcons nesting on the roof of 
MK Dons Stadium to a solitary Mason Bee nesting  within the stonework of a church wall.  

St Mary’s Church and other historic buildings

St Mary’s Church dates from Norman times making it the oldest building in the parish.   
The church is stone built and enclosed by stone and brick walls and railings.  Old 
stonework such as this is often used by Mason bees for nest sites.  Churches and 
particularly their towers can provide roosting sites for bats. There are a number of 
buildings dating from the 18th century and earlier close to the church in the oldest part 
of the settlement.  These older buildings often have more substantial eves and can 
provide nesting sites for Swifts, Swallows and House Martins, no nest sites in the parish 
are known.  

The churchyard is probably the best place in the parish for Lichen, found on the older 
memorials. Lichen are two or more organisms living together as one. Lichen can live for 
a very long time, some of the Lichen in the churchyard are likely to be almost as old as 
the gravestones they grow on, so often well over a hundred years old. Churchyards are 
of supreme importance to Lichen conservation, particularly where there are no natural 
outcrops of rock. Of the 2000 UK Lichen species over 700 have been found in burial 
grounds. 

The bridges and tunnels associated with the railway lines on the parishes eastern and 
southern boundary are known to provide bat roosts.  

Recent Building and Garage Courts

The majority of the buildings in the parish were built from the mid 20th century onwards.  
They tend not to provide good habitats for nesting birds and bats and the mortar does 
not allow for bees to nest.  To help compensate for the loss of biodiversity national 
initiatives for biodiversity offsetting in association with development are encouraging the 
creation of nesting and roosting sites to be included with proposals.
There are a large number of garage courts in parts of the parish some of the buildings are 
not being used and are open and may be being used as a refuge and nesting site for a 
variety of species including birds, bats and foxes.

4.2.5 Summary

Woodland is limited to very small areas and is often found in narrow strips on the 
boundaries of the parish.  Some of the more notable woodland and woody vegetation 
areas are associated with historic features such as Bletchley Park Estate and historic 
hedgerows.

The parish contains a large amount of grassland, the majority of this is managed as 
amenity grassland and kept closely mown throughout the year making it of limited 
wildlife benefit.  There are a few small areas within parks that are managed as wildflower 
meadows.

A notable feature is the lack of natural water courses with one brook along the southern 
boundary of the parish. There are however 3 good sized ponds which along with their 
associated vegetation appear to be providing significant wildlife benefit. 

Gardens play an important part in providing habitats and supporting the biodiversity 
of the parish. Planting within gardens was only noted where there appeared to be 
particularly strong tree groups or small woodland areas within gardens.  

The distribution of different habitats in the parish and their relation to habitats close to the 
parish boundaries suggests that in the northern half of the parish the high ground along 
the ridge with little in the way of natural water habitat enhancement should prioritise the 
creation of new areas of woody vegetation both by new planting and allowing existing 
areas to naturally expand.  In the southern half of the parish there should still be a focus 
on the woody habitats but also the extension of mixed mosaic habitats with ponds and 
scrub in response to the mix of habitats associated with the valuable wildlife area of Blue 
Lagoon.
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4.3  Areas with Potential to Contribute to Biodiversity 
Enhancement

The survey has provided a better understanding of the existing habitats in the parish and 
where there are opportunities to strengthen habitats and enhance connectivity across 
the parish.

The majority of land in the larger parks is managed as amenity grassland.  The small 
open spaces throughout the parish are also predominantly amenity grassland.   There is 
considerable potential to review the habitats in these areas to enable them to contribute 
to national and local objectives to increase tree planting and enhance biodiversity.  

Many of the notable habitat features are associated with historic landscape features 
that are over a hundred years old particularly those associated with the wider parkland 
around Bletchley Park as it was before the Second World War and the historic hedgerow 
network.   The hedgerow network is particularly valuable as it significantly supports 
connectivity across the parish.  The majority of these hedgerows probably date from the 
enclosure of the parish in 1810 but some particularly those along lanes and old routes 
that have not changed may be much older.  

The housing areas in the parish developed in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s which is the 
majority of the parish did not generally retain the existing hedgerows or consider habitat 
provision and connectivity within open space provided.  Later housing in the parish 
and particularly that in Racecourses can be seen to have retained existing hedgerows 
and the park provided has far greater woodland cover and a good diversity of habitats 
particularly benefiting from the large pond and a good area for bankside habitats around 
the pond.

To enhance habitats in the parish existing habitats can be enhanced and extended 
and new well linked habitats will need to be created.  Achieving this will provide a 
considerable positive benefit to the biodiversity and help address issues associated with 
climate change and loss of biodiversity.  It will change the way parts of the parish look 
we have therefore given consideration to how the changes can be presented to enable 
residents to understand why parks and open spaces might start to look a bit different.   
There is also considerable benefit that can be gained by encouraging residents to 
consider how they can manage and adapt their own gardens for greater biodiversity 
benefit. 

Key Issues

 •  Habitats of value are primarily small areas and often on the boundaries 
of the parish.

 •  Poor connectivity between habitats and a lack of wildlife corridors 
across the parish.

 •  Some areas have very little woodland cover and across the parish 
woodland cover is low.

 • The area has very little in the way of natural watercourses. 
 
 • There are few ponds.

 •  Important hedgerows are under pressure particularly when adjacent to 
residential development.

 •  Garage courts might provide an opportunity for habitat creation 
perhaps particularly to encourage bird nesting and bat roosting.

 •  The majority of the parish probably over 80% of the land area is 
occupied by homes and gardens. 

 • The majority of grassland is regularly mown and of low wildlife value.

 • The density and condition of street trees varies across the parish.

 •  Many of the existing habitats of value are owned and managed by 
others. 

 •  School grounds were not surveyed but there appears to be a 
significant variation in the variety and strength of habitats within their 
grounds.

Opportunities

 •  Linking existing woody habitats.

 •  Altering grassland management regimes for greater biodiversity 
benefit.

 •  New ponds could help improve connectivity between wetland 
habitats.

 •  Encouraging wildlife gardening could provide significant biodiversity 
benefits.

 •  New street trees can improve connectivity across the parish.

 •  Partnership working could help improve wildlife corridors across the 
parish.

 •  Management of historic hedgerows and woodland could strengthen 
these important features.

.
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Examples of insects observed during the survey
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5.0  The Vision - strengthening habitats across the parish to enhance biodiversity

5.1   Vision for Nature Recovery and Biodiversity Enhancement.

The loss of biodiversity across the world and in this country that we have experienced in 
the last 30 years is alarming and along with the Climate Emergency and concerns about 
how species will be able to adapt to changing climate means that there is an urgent need 
to help the natural environment recover.  The vision section of this document aims to 
present a range of ideas and proposals to help address this in the local area.

The parish at present has very limited areas which provide strong habitats for a wide 
range of species.  There is limited land within the parish which does not already have a 
specific purpose so to make a significant difference the approach needs to be creative 
and look at different approaches in different areas. 

We suggest the approach should be to enhance biodiversity across the parish via 4  key 
themes:

• 5.2. Connecting to Nature
• 5.3  Developing Wildlife Corridors
• 5.4  Partnerships for Biodiversity 
• 5.5  Parish Projects
• 5.6  Next Steps

These are not independent themes as there is considerable connection and overlap but 
they each show a different approach to help, enhance, understand and enjoy the natural 
environment, and improve habitats across the parish.
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Examples of mosses, lichens and fungus observed during the survey
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5.2 Connecting to Nature 

“No one will protect what they don’t care about; and no one will care about what they 
have never experienced.” 
Sir David Attenborough

Connection to Nature is a key issue that accepts that for people to appreciate the 
natural environment and want to make choices to help its recovery they first need to feel 
connected to the natural world and appreciate its complexities, wonders and beauty and 
the threat it is under.  The fact that almost 90% of the UK populations live in towns and 
cities with limited access to good natural space is a key problem because people don’t 
value things they haven’t experienced.  Therefore enabling people to engage with and 
enjoy the natural environment and feel connected to nature is now recognised as a key 
part of tackling environmental issues including habitat loss and reductions in biodiversity.

Enhancing people’s connectedness to nature and desire to do something to help 
is particularly important in an urban area. Engaging people and helping develop 
connectedness to nature therefore underlies many of the ideas within the vision.  So for 
instance, working in partnership with schools on practical projects or monitoring would 
also provide significant opportunities to engage in activities to help connectedness to 
nature.  As well as incorporating this within projects, there are some specific initiatives 
which might particularly help support connectedness to nature in the parish.  

Strategies to enable people to connect to and enjoy nature by accessing and exploring 
the notable wildlife sites on their doorstep: (See Figure 27)

 1.  Explore the Parish’s habitats (red route on plan) - establish and 
promote a circular route around the parish looking at some of the areas 
of wildlife interest and explain what makes them good habitats.  As 
several of these habitats are associated with older parts of the parish it 
could also be combined with information about parish heritage.

   An initial route is suggested on figure 27 this could be refined and 
integrated into the Green Infrastructure Strategy the route is shown with 
gateway “Windows on Wildlife” locations around the route.  This would 
mean that perhaps within Leys Park there would be a location with an 
information panel encouraging people to look up into the sky and look 
out for red kites, peregrine falcons and other raptors flying in the local 
area with an information panel to help identify them.  The “Window on 
Wildlife” next to the pond at Chepstow Park would provide information 
about the species seen in and around the pond at different times of the 
year.

 2.  Routes to Wildlife Sites – There are two notable wildlife sites just 
beyond the parish’s boundaries Howe Park Wood to the north and Blue 
Lagoon LNR just to the south (with the northern edge within the parish).  
Both these interesting sites already have walks and interpretation 
available.  It would therefore be a good to encourage connectivity to 
the natural environment by establishing good footpath cycle routes 
to these sites and promoting circular routes to them to encourage 
residents visit interesting wildlife sites on their doorstep.  
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5.3 Developing Wildlife Corridors 

The assessment of the habitats in and around the parish has indicated that there are no 
strong wildlife corridors across the parish, but there are strong wildlife corridors on its 
boundaries and along the Loughton Brook north of the parish and Water Eaton Brook 
along the parish’s southern boundary.

Whilst the built-up nature of the majority of the parish will limit the creation of substantial 
wildlife corridors there are opportunities to link different sites across the parish to establish 
wildlife corridors to benefit a wide variety of different species.  

Figure 28 shows an initial suggestion of where the existing habitats and open sites 
suggest a network of habitats might be established.  The routes of the corridors are 
based on where there are existing habitats of value and where there are opportunities 
for habitat enhancement.  Inevitably the routes run across gardens and areas in private 
ownership.  To establish the wildlife corridors across these areas a possible approach 
might be to target these areas for community engagement activities for wildlife gardening 
initiatives. 

In response to the value of Howe Park Wood SSSI close to the northern boundary of the 
site the recommendation is that wildlife corridors and biodiversity initiatives close to this 
boundary particularly focus on woodland creation using locally occurring native species 
found at Howe Park Wood.  The aim being to help reinforce this habitat.  This would also 
support Nature Recovery Network objectives (p.14).

Whilst there is little in the way of natural water courses in the parish Water Eaton Brook 
running along the park’s southern boundary is a significant watercourse.  This in 
association with the valuable habitat associated with the pond at Chepstow Park and the 
significant water habitats associated with Blue Lagoon Local Nature Reserve suggest 
that the southern boundary is particularly appropriate for the establishment of water-
based habitats to support connectivity between sites.  The recommendation therefore is 
that water habitats are particularly targeted along the southern part of the parish and the 
wildlife corridors linking to these. 

Ideally each corridor runs along the ground and reaches up to the height of a large tree 
and has a tree canopy connecting along its route.  Where this is not possible at ground 
level because of built development and roads there is considerable benefit to connect 
the corridor as a “Flyway” so that although it might not be connected on the ground at 
the above ground level new tree planting would enable the aerial corridor to continue 
through the tree canopy.  This aerial connectivity would represent significant habitat 
enhancement for a whole variety of different species but perhaps particularly bats, birds 
and many insects.   The objective therefore should be to have a connected tree canopy 
along the wildlife corridors and to achieve the canopy connectivity as a ‘Flyway Wildlife 
Corridor’ even when connectivity cannot be achieved on the ground.   

Figure 28 represents an initial suggestion of how wildlife corridors across the parish might 
be established. It would be appropriate to revise this in response to areas where other 
participants are particularly keen to be involved.  The focus being to aid connectivity 
across the parish rather than any particular route being fixed.

Retained historic hedgerow providing considerable habitat benefit and acting as a mini 
wildlife corridor.
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Figure 28.  Wildlife Corridors
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5.4 Partnerships for Biodiversity 

Introduction

The land within the parish is within a wide range of different ownerships. Much of the 
land, perhaps 70%, is within residents’ gardens and as described above, the best way 
of enhancing the biodiversity of this is through public engagement activities and parish 
projects which are described later on in this section. But there are also significant areas 
of land within and close to the parish in other land ownerships that could make a 
considerable contribution to the biodiversity of the parish as a whole.

Primary and Secondary Schools and Milton Keynes College 

The primary and secondary schools within the parish represent a significant amount of 
the land area.  Although we did not gain access to school grounds as part of this survey 
a broad assessment of the character of the grounds was made from aerial photographs.  
This illustrates that the majority of the land within these sites is used for sports 
pitches. These pitches are key to school activities so there is limited scope for habitat 
enhancement but stopping the use of any herbicides and pesticides on the pitches, 
would have benefits for the soil and associated invertebrates which are significant but 
difficult to see or appreciate.

The most significant opportunity for habitat enhancement within school grounds 
appears to be associated with their boundaries.  At the moment there is significant 
differences between schools with the strength of their boundary planting.   Holne Chase 
School school is notable for having small woodland copses which as they are well 
connected to the adjacent wildlife corridor along the mainline railway are particularly 
valuable. 

Many school sites also appear to have small corners and irregular bits of land which may 
not have a defined function at the moment.  In a parish with limited areas of semi-natural 
habitat these could be valuable new habitat creation sites with the potential to become 
new small woodlands.  The enhancement of these areas would have great opportunities 
to tie in with curriculum objectives.

There is therefore an opportunity to work with schools in association with broader 
objectives described above to help children connect to the natural environment and 
look at each school ground to see the contribution it could make to help strengthen 
the biodiversity of the parish as a whole and national objectives to address loss of 
biodiversity and climate change.  In defining the routes for the wildlife corridors across the 
parish school grounds have been included wherever possible as areas of opportunity.   
School grounds could therefore be targeted as areas of significant potential to achieve 
a variety of different objectives particularly associated with raising awareness and 
strengthening wildlife connectivity.  

Network Rail

Network Rail are responsible for the management of the land associated with the rail 
lines on the parishes east and southern boundaries.   Along the south of the parish the 
east-west rail line between Cambridge and Oxford (Varsity Line) includes sections  which 
have been closed for a number of years (since the Beaching cuts) but is currently under 
construction for re-opening.  Planning consent for these works has required ecological 
surveying of the route and establishing habitats which will be lost and the impact on 
different species.  To compensate for this loss new “Ecological Compensation Areas” are 
being created along the route.  Our understanding from the documents available online 
is that to the south of the railway line in the Brickworks (Area 16) the eastern field which 
was arable land is being used to create an “Ecological Compensation Area” with a mix 
of scrub, grassland and pond/wetland establishment.  The documents also suggest that 
the western field that was used for arable farming will be a flood attenuation area.  We 
have not been able to access any detailed proposals for these areas. It will be helpful to 
have a greater understanding of what is being created, how they will be managed and 
what public access is provided.

St Mary’s Church and other church sites.

St Mary’s Churchyard like many churchyards is a rich tapestry of different habitats 
providing refuge for a wide variety of species many of these such as the lichen on 
headstones and other stonework have been established within the churchyard for 
hundreds of years and are very sensitive to how the area is managed.  The importance of 
churchyards to local wildlife and particularly to wildlife within urban areas is now widely 
recognised with initiatives to specifically help manage churchyards and the church 
building itself to help manage them for their biodiversity value and the benefit this can 
provide to people.

Landfill Site

Newton Longville landfill site occupies ground immediately to the south of the parish.  
When the landfill operations cease the intention is that the new landform will be restored 
to a mix of woodland, scrub and grassland with public access across it.  Whilst the area is 
outside the parish boundary the restoration when it occurs should have a positive impact 
on the biodiversity of the parish as wildlife corridors along the southern edge of the parish 
will link directly too it.  There may be opportunities to have an input into the restoration 
proposals.

Milton Keynes Council

Milton Keynes Council is the unitary authority for the area and has a Green Infrastructure 
Strategy. This identifies a range of initiatives and objectives which this document aims to 
take forward.  West Bletchley and particularly the eastern side of the parish is identified 
as an area for “Targetted Urban Greening” highlighting the significance of habitat 
enhancement and biodiversity improvements in the parish in the wider context. 

 

The Parks Trust

The Parks Trust do not own and manage land within the parish but they are responsible 
for the management of 6000 acres including land immediately adjacent to the parish’s 
northern boundary.   They have a well-established biodiversity action plan for specific 
habitat types and species.  They have established management practices which are 
both cost effective and proven to have significant benefit to biodiversity.
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5.5 Parish Projects 

5.5.1 Parish Habitats

The habitat survey suggests that there are some particular habitats which can be 
expanded in the parish which will be of significant benefit to wildlife and help create the 
wildlife corridors across the parish.   The information below provides initial thoughts on 
the key habitats and how this might be achieved with a “20% for wildlife” initiative.

a) Extending and Enhancing Woodland Habitats and Woody Vegetation

Woodlands and particularly woodland edges are very valuable habitats.  The presence 
of Howe Park Wood SSSI immediately to the north of the parish is identified as a 
valuable well managed habitat with considerable opportunity to support the biodiversity 
associated with it by creating new woodland and scrub close by.  If these new habitats 
are created using the same locally occurring native species that are found in Howe Park 
Wood it has the potential to support locally rare species. Woodlands are not static, the 
variety of species and the type of habitats they provide continually alter at different stages 
of the woodland’s development and management. By having more small woodlands 
around the area with similar species can help make the valuable SSSI habitat more 
robust. 

Creating new areas of woodland will also provide valuable new habitats in the parish 
and be the foundation to establishing wildlife corridors across the parish.  A key step to 
enhancing the biodiversity of the parish can therefore be seen as increasing the total 
area of woodland and increasing the habitat diversity of existing woodland with new 
woodland management practices and additional planting.

New small woodlands: 

 •  Create new small woodland areas particularly along wildlife corridors 
and in larger parks and school grounds.

 •  New woodland should be of locally occurring native species and aim 
to reinforce habitat for species associated with Howe Park Wood.

 •  New woodland creation has excellent opportunities for public 
engagement.

Existing woodland:

Within the parish there are some small areas of woodland that are well established and 
have been growing for at least 100 years and probably a lot longer.  The majority of the 
woodland areas however are much younger and associated with development in the 
second half of the 20th century.  In all the woodland there are small changes which 
could help to enhance the biodiversity this might include:

 •  Encouraging more native locally occurring ground flora by altering 
management practices and seeding with locally occurring woodland 
flora species.

 •  Allowing existing small woodland areas to gradually expand outwards 
by reducing management and grass cutting on woodland edges to 
enable woodland edge shrubs and scrub areas to develop and expand 
the area of woody habitat.

 •  Creating log piles and leaf piles to provide new habitats for 
invertebrates and encourage amphibians and hedgehogs. 

 •  Celebrating decay by leaving fallen branches to decay naturally 
promoting fungi and insects associated with decay processes.

b) Enhancing Hedgerows and Scrub

 1.  Enhance connectivity along lengths of hedgerows and extend where 
possible.

 2. Establish new hedgerow trees.

 3.  Establish A shaped profile to hedgerows to enable grassland and 
wildflower margin at their base.

 4.  Work with adjacent landowners to reinforce wildlife friendly 
management practices.

 5.  Encourage existing areas of scrub to expand and allow new areas of 
scrub to develop on boundaries and in corners of fields.

Hawthorn in hedgerows provides valuable nectar for pollinators in spring and fruit for 
birds and small mammals in autumn.
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c) Street Trees

Street trees are generally considered as being of fairly low biodiversity value.  Some of 
our trees with the greatest number of associated invertebrate species such as oak and 
willow do not generally make good street trees and many of the street trees that are used 
provide limited wildlife benefit and don’t provide pollen, nectar, fruit or berries to benefit 
insects and birds.   However, if species are carefully chosen, they can help support the 
biodiversity.  They also have a special role to play in linking habitats across the parish.

In more built-up areas where it may not be possible to establish wildlife corridors at 
ground level an aerial “flyway” can provide considerable benefit to invertebrates, bats and 
small birds providing them with a route to move across the parish.

Although oak trees do not make good street trees, especially when their roots are 
covered in hard surfacing it is notable that there are some fine oak trees in several of 
the small areas of grass open space throughout the parish.  The parish has a multitude 
of small areas of green space across the parish in some of the larger areas establishing 
one or more oak trees in them might provide the greatest biodiversity benefit.  Ways to 
establish these trees could consider a variety of options but research from the Forestry 
Commission has established that trees establish better and grow quicker if planted 
young.  So planting small oak trees is likely to be more successful and overtake the 
planting of larger more mature trees.  Oak trees often regenerate naturally by acorns 
growing up through scrub and brambles which protects them from browsing animals.  It 
might therefore be appropriate to consider establishing oak trees initially in small areas 
of fenced off planting which includes shrub species which help give the oak more 
protection from vandalism than a single specimen tree planted in an area of green space.  
There were other notable large trees in the parish growing in green space. Other large 
trees to consider growing in areas of green space could include Lime, Alder, Wild Cherry 
and Poplar.

Smaller native trees such as hawthorn and field maple should be considered where there 
is not space for larger trees.   Other trees that are very valuable to wildlife include native 
crab apples and closely associated ornamental trees and other trees that provide nectar 
sources and berries.   

Where the area of planting is more limited to narrow verges a different approach will be 
required and the planting should concentrate on establishing the aerial canopy across 
the parish.

The priority for new street trees should be to:

 1. Achieve “Flyway” connectivity along wildlife corridors.

 2.  Provide flowers for pollinators and fruit providing important food source 
for insects, birds and small mammals.

 3.  Where space allows establish large woodland trees, and particularly 
oak trees.

d) Grassland

A large proportion of the open space in the parish is regularly mown amenity grassland. 
Our assessment suggests that there are four key areas where there is potential to 
enhance the diversity of species associated with grassland.

The first of these is associated with establishing and managing perennial wildflower 
meadows.  This would be the extension of the existing areas established in several parks 
perhaps with the exploration of “green strewing” techniques and the introduction of 
Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor). Yellow rattle is parasitic on the grass roots and so it helps 
a wide variety of other wildflowers to become more prolific within a wildflower meadow.   
The perennial meadow doesn’t need reseeding each year but relies on cutting 
management practices to enhance biodiversity. 

The second opportunity seems small scale but could have significant benefits this is 
associated with significantly reducing mowing regimes adjacent to existing woodland, 
scrub and hedgerows so that there is a boarder of 2m that is only mown perhaps every 
4 years to stop any permanent shrub establishment.  This would look less tidy but would 
have significant wildlife benefit.

The third option is to look at revising the mowing regime of road verges and small areas 
green space. There is significant biodiversity enhancement that could be achieved 
through this particularly where verges and green space are connected to other areas of 
green space.  Pilot projects along suggested wildlife corridors should experiment with 
alternative mowing regimes as promoted by Plantlife in “Managing Road Verges” 
(https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/3315/7063/5411/Managing_grassland_
road_verges_Singles.pdf).    It will take time for the full benefit of altering the mowing 
regime to be appreciated and longer grass may be perceived as untidy by residents so 
any changes would need to be accompanied by public engagement activities.   

Plantlife research suggests that even in areas where grass is mown short considerable 
wildlife benefit can be achieved by reducing the mowing regime to not more than every 
4 weeks. This enables Daisies, Clover, Speedwells and other low growing flowering 
plants to bloom providing considerable benefits to pollinators .

The fourth opportunity is to encourage wildlife meadow creation within gardens and to 
support this with practical activities and information and support.

e) Pond Networks

The area only has a few ponds which were observed as part of the survey but each 
was associated with a wide variety of species associated with the pond itself and the 
marginal planting and wet ground on its boundaries.   The landform and built up nature 
of the parish does not lend itself to many new large ponds but there are valuable water 
bodies and a water course along the southern boundary of the parish.  There is therefore 
considerable benefit to encouraging the creation of new ponds to help connectivity 
across the area.  This approach seems particularly appropriate in the southern part of 
the parish.  There is considerable benefit to wildlife from even small ponds so a key part 
of this approach might be encouraging small pond development within gardens and 
school grounds.

 1.   Encourage the establishment of a network of ponds especially along 
the southern wildlife corridor.

        2.    Provide information and support to encourage pond creation within 
gardens and school grounds.

Street trees can provide valuable pollen and fruit.
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5.5.2.  Community Engagement

a) Helping Promote Wildlife Gardening 

Residential gardens represent the largest land area in the parish.  Therefore, how they 
are planted and managed will make a very significant difference to the biodiversity of the 
parish.  People’s gardens are their habitat and important outside spaces for people to 
enjoy a wide variety of activities including connecting to the natural environment. Most 
people are aware of the severe concern about biodiversity loss and climate change and 
many would like to do something to help.  As with the parks and open spaces promoting 
and supporting a vision to give 20% of our gardens to wildlife is a way to think differently 
about our gardens. 

A large number of front gardens are now being completely paved over retaining 20% 
of the garden as green space would make a significant difference for wildlife across the 
parish. As the whole front garden area is not generally required for maneuvering vehicles 
it would make a huge difference to not pave everything. The retained green space could 
be a wildflower boarder or a line of shrubs providing berries and refuge for a hedgehog 
moving around the streets.

Our very convenient green bins which enable us to sweep up autumn leaves and get 
rid of branches very easily may be having a negative impact on our wildlife.  If instead 
of disposing of the leaves we make a leaf pile it is amazing to see the diversity of worms 
and insects that move in to break down the leaves.  These in turn attract frogs, toads, 
and hedgehogs.  Hedgehogs and queen bumblebees can also use leaf piles as great 
places to overwinter and raise their young.  A leaf pile created in the corner of the garden 
or at the bottom of a hedge can be left to break down for a couple of years and then a 
beautiful fine leaf mould is left which is great to put on the garden.  

Log piles similarly provide great habitat for many insect species whose numbers have 
significantly declined.  So instead of putting the logs in the green bin it is great to build a 
little woodpile. Ideally with a little hedgehog sized refuge at its centre. If the amazing stag 
beetle moves in it is a real treat to observe its life cycle.

Bug hotels are now widely available to buy but can also be easily created from found 
material they can provide a great benefit to a whole variety of different insects. Including 
many species whose numbers have dropped significantly and find it difficult to find 
suitable habitats in our countryside.  In Britain there are more than 270 different species 
of bees and about 250 of these are solitary (26 bumble bees and one species of 
honeybee). Solitary bee females nest alone rather than as part of a large colony.  Many of 
these solitary bees look for the type of nesting spaces a bug hotel can provide.

Within back gardens giving 20% of the garden to wildlife enables rough corners and 
patches of brambles and nettles to be valued as great mini habitats rather than be seen 
as a garden not being kept properly. To a great extent wildlife gardening is about leaving 
areas alone and a bit messy.  The wildlife that benefits from these areas may go largely 
unseen, as much of our urban wildlife is out at night including hedgehogs, foxes, bats 
and multitude of moths.  If we could see the benefit to wildlife the rough and unmanaged 
brings it would be amazing.  Some of the simple but very positive things that people can 
do within their gardens that really make a real difference include:

 1. Creating hedgehog holes and enhancing garden connectivity.

 2. Providing a dish of water for bathing birds, or a thirsty hedgehog or bee.

 3.  Considering creating a pond, even a very small container pond can 
bring an amazing diversity of wildlife a to a garden.

 4. Making space for log and leaf piles. 

 5. Creating a bug hotel.

 6. Making and putting up bat and bird boxes.

 7.  Maintaining an area of long grass or even creating a wildflower 
meadow area.

 8.  Planting a tree and creating and maintaining boundary hedges for 
wildlife.

 9. Avoiding herbicides and pesticides.

The more people can see and appreciate the diversity of species their gardens can 
support the more engaged and enthusiastic they are likely to become about gardening 
for wildlife.  Therefore encouraging garden surveys and engaging with citizen science 
projects can be a great way of helping to enhance understanding and promote 
biodiversity.  Residents can also be encouraged to create places in their gardens just to 
sit and observe the natural environment or to think about investing in a wildlife camera to 
see the hedgehogs enjoying a leaf pile.

 

b) Community Projects and Community Green Space

There are many small areas of green space across the parish which are predominantly 
amenity grass with some trees.  The survey has identified a number of these across the 
parish which are often small areas isolated from other areas of habitat value.  Where 
these are along areas identified as Wildlife Corridors they could be prioritised for habitat 
enhancement.  The scope of what can be achieved in these areas will require individual 
assessment and be limited by underground services etc.  

As well as habitat enhancement opportunity areas these should be seen as areas where 
community led projects to enhance biodiversity could be carried out. In many places 
people feel these are not areas they can have an influence over. They might well be 
interested in helping to enhance these areas as part of a community activity given the 
opportunity.

These small spaces may be targeted towards particular objectives such as providing 
nectar for pollinators or autumn berries.  Many of the suggestions to help promote wildlife 
gardening could also be explored for these areas too . 

 
c) Monitoring

Monitoring is important because it builds our knowledge of the natural world, and 
underpins our efforts to conserve it, and to halt and reverse declines in nature and identify 
which species most urgently require conservation attention. 

Repositories of species data like Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
Environmental Records Centre (BMERC) are essential tools for planning and 
defending wildlife.  Datasets like these can aid the identification of the most valuable sites 
for wildlife and be used to inform Nature Recovery Network maps. 

By combining data across species, we can look at broader patterns in nature such as 
shown by the State of Nature Reports https://nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019/reports/, 
and in the UK Government’s biodiversity indicators. Trends in wildlife can tell us about the 
health of the environment more widely, and what impact human activities are having on 
it. 

The reporting of the UK’s progress in meeting international targets for biodiversity 
and sustainability relies heavily on volunteer-collected biodiversity data.  Therefore 
encouraging and enabling surveying of wildlife in the parish can make a valuable 
contribution to not just the understanding of the local area but also much wider 
conservation objectives.  Milton Keynes Natural History Society website provides 
guidance on recording wildlife.  

https://mknhs.org.uk/recording/
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5.6 Next Steps

There are a wide range of different initiatives that will benefit the biodiversity of the 
parish.  Having studied the habitats of the parish we do however believe that establishing 
the framework of connected habitats across the parish should be seen as the priority.  
Different habitats will particularly benefit different species but enhancing the network of 
woody vegetation would provide the greatest benefit to connectivity and strengthening 
of the whole biodiversity network.  We therefore suggest that increasing woody 
vegetation should be a priority for habitat enhancement area initially.  If this can be 
achieved, it will provide a framework which will benefit a very wide range of species 
including mammals, birds, amphibians, insects, flora and fungi. We suggest the key focus 
areas to approach this should be:

Priority Habitat Creation and Management:

 • Planting new small woodlands.

 •  Establishing wildlife corridors across the parish with new woody 
vegetation including street trees.

 • Enhancing and extending existing hedgerows.

 •  Looking for opportunities to expand existing habitats of value by 
allowing scrub and ground flora to establish adjacent to existing small 
woodlands and hedgerows.

 •  Looking for opportunities to manage existing small woodlands to 
enhance the range of habitats and therefore species they support. This 
can include leaf and log piles.

 •  Significant habitat enhancement can also be achieved by revising 
grassland management practices.

Priority Grassland Management:

 • Managing more areas as perennial meadows.

 •  Allowing areas of grass which is mown short to grow for 4 weeks so 
Clover, Speedwells and other low growing flowering species can 
bloom to benefit pollinators .

Public Support

As mentioned previously many of these initiatives will change the way the parish looks 
so it is important that projects on the ground are accompanied by initiatives to win hearts 
and minds.  Enabling residents to understand the reasons for the changes and why 
they are important.   It may seem to people that these changes are small when the task 
to address nature recovery is so large but if every parish in the country takes this sort of 
initiative it will make a real difference.

Having a “20% for nature” policy across all public space managed by the parish would 
perhaps be a good way of explaining and establishing why some areas may look 
more untidy. Hopefully this initiative to help nature recover might gain support and be 
increased to 30% in the future.

Greater Understanding of the Habitats that do exist.

The survey has suggested that the parish contains some areas that may be particularly 
beneficial to wildlife, but the range of species present and their relationship to the habitat 
is not fully understood at present.  More detailed survey of these areas would increase 
the understanding of the habitats of the parish better and provide opportunities for 
learning and engagement with residents:

Initial areas to look at in more detail might include:

• Church lane hedgebanks for the diversity of plants growing on the banks.

•  St Mary’s Churchyard particularly for the diversity of grassland plants and trees 
and presence of bats and swifts.

•  Small historic woodland in Sherwood Drive park to understand better the 
diversity of plants and other species particularly those associated with ancient 
woodland.

• To understand the value of the scrub behind garage courts in Sutherland Grove.

Planting and establishing a single oak tree can benefit hundreds of different species for 
hundreds of years.
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6.0 Conclusion

The character of West Bletchley has been transformed over the last 100 years with the 
majority of the parish moving from low intensity agriculture to suburban settlement.  At 
this stage in the early 21st century with a climate emergency and dramatic losses in 
biodiversity it is a good time to reassess the character of the area to see what steps can 
be taken to support nature recovery programmes.

Our review of the parish has shown that the parish still contains a wide variety of different 
habitats and whilst many of these are small and fragmented there is considerable 
opportunity by reviewing how we see and value our green space to provide larger 
areas of more beneficial habitat.  This will require a change of perception so that areas 
of scrubby brambly growth and piles of logs are not seen as open space that is not 
being looked after but valued and understood as the areas where wildlife is allowed to 
thrive.  To support this as an initiative throughout the parish we suggest a “20% for Nature” 
approach should be considered.  The idea being that to enhance biodiversity and make 
a difference to nature recovery we celebrate the fact that some areas may look “less well 
maintained” but these are the areas that are providing the greatest benefit to wildlife and 
enables it to live alongside us.

There is now considerable research and support for the concept that our urban areas 
and particularly old industrial sites can become very important in supporting nature 
recovery.  This can be seen clearly in the fact that the most valuable wildlife site in the 
parish is the Local Nature Reserve at Blue Lagoon on the site of the former brick works.  
We can therefore be optimistic about what can be achieved in the parish and the benefit 
this could provide to both wildlife and people. The review of the local records for wildlife 
sightings held by BMERC revealed that many species seen in the parish in the second 
half of the 20th century have not been recorded this century. Monitoring and recording 
species can be a great way for people to support national databases, gain greater 
understanding of what is happening to wildlife, and engage with nature and all its beauty 
and joy. In time it will also hopefully enable people to record returning species and see 
the benefit habitat enhancement is having in helping nature recovery. 

Small changes such as allowing grasses to flower can support a wide variety of different 
species.




