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Parish Boundary

West Bletchley

Priority Habitat Inventory

Good quality semi-improved grassland

Lowland meadows

Figure 5.  Priority Habitat Inventory - Grassland 
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Parish Boundary

West Bletchley

Priority Habitat Inventory

Lowland fens

Figure 6.  Priority Habitat Inventory – Wetland
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2.4 National Habitat Network Maps – (Natural England)  

Guidance States

“Making Space for Nature, A review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological Network 1, 
published 2010, set out the essence of what needs to be done to enhance the resilience 
and coherence of England’s ecological networks. The report proposed that this could be 
summarised in four key words: more, bigger, better and joined. 

The Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan3 includes provision for a Nature Recovery 
Network (NRN) and states that it will deliver on the recommendations of the Lawton 
Report1 and that recovering wildlife will require more habitat; in better condition; in bigger 
patches that are more closely connected. As well as helping wildlife thrive, the NRN 
could be designed to bring a wide range of additional benefi ts: greater public enjoyment; 
pollination; carbon capture; water quality improvements and fl ood management. 

The habitat network maps are intended to be used to help identify areas for future habitat 
creation and restoration at a landscape scale but need to be considered alongside other 
local datasets and knowledge.”

The combined maps covering this area are shown on Figures 7 and Figures 8.

The mapping shows the western part of the parish around Windmill Hill golf club is 
identifi ed as an Network Expansion Zone. These are areas beyond more specifi c 
Network Enhancement Zones identifi ed as being “potential locations to consider 
improving the links and joins and reduce fragmentation at a wider landscape scale”.
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Parish Boundary

West Bletchley

Habitat Networks Combined

Ancient woodland

Fragmentation Action Zone

Lowland meadows

Network Enhancement Zone 1

Network Enhancement Zone 2

Network Expansion Zone

PHI_Other

Restorable Habitat

Figure 7.  Habitat Networks Combined a)
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Parish Boundary

West Bletchley

Open Mosaic Habitat

Priority Habitat Inventory

No main habitat but additional habitats present

Figure 8.  Habitat Networks Combined b)
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2.5 Local Records  

To support this survey records were obtained from Buckinghamshire and Milton 
Keynes Environmental Records Centre (BMERC). They collect, collate and manage 
environmental information in the local area, there are over a thousand records for the 
parish dating back to 1947, with the first being a Green-winged Orchid Anacamptis 
morio at Newfoundout. Since then, the landscape character and habits have changed 
significantly and many species that were recorded in the past are no longer present in 
the area.

The absence of a record for a particular species does however not imply the complete 
absence of the species in the area, merely that it was not identified and recorded by 
BMERC.  The records have been used to see what species have been recorded in the 
parish in the last 10 years 2009 to 2019. We have also listed species which have been 
seen in the parish previously but have not been recorded in the last few years as this may 
help direct habitat restoration. 

Mammals

The parish has a number of hedgehog recordings in the last 10 years. Nationally 
hedgehog numbers have declined significantly in recent years and their survival in urban 
areas can be influenced significantly by how gardens and open space is managed.  
There is therefore considerable opportunity to enhance habitats for hedgehogs which in 
turn will help a wide number of other species particularly invertebrates.

A number of different species of bat have been recorded in the parish (dates indicate last 
recorded sighting):

 • Noctule Bate – 2014
 • Soprano Pipistrelle – 2019
 • Brown Long-eared Bat – 2019
 • Myotis Bat – 2014
 • Daubenton’s Bat – 2010
 • Pipistrelle – 2019

A number of the bat sightings appear to be associated with the railway embankments 
and Bletchley Park. Strengthening wildlife corridors across the parish would be 
particularly beneficial to both bats and hedgehogs.
Although there are no recordings of small mammals such as mice and voles, these will 
undoubtably be present and would also benefit from greater habitat connectivity. 

Birds

There are a large number of bird species recorded in the parish, with the following 
species recorded in the last couple of years.

 • Song Thrush
 • Starling
 • Bullfinch
 • House sparrow
 • Grasshopper Warbler
 • Willow Warbler 
 • Common Tern
 • Mandarin Duck
 • Teal
 • Stock Dove
 • Ringed Necked Parakeet
 • Swift
 • Grey Wagtail 

Some species have been recorded recently but not in the last few years these include 
(dates when last recorded):

 • Lapwing – 2015
 • Skylark – 2013
 • House Sparrow – 2010
 • Yellow Hammer – 2013
 • Tree Sparrow – 2010
 • Cuckoo – 2016
 • Lesser Redpoll – 2015
 • Kingfisher – 2015
 • Woodcock – 2014
 • Redwing – 2014
 • Mistle Thrush – 2014
 • Wigeon – 2002
 • Snipe – 2002
 • Redstart – 2013
 • Common Tern – 2010
 • Brambling – 2013
 • Common Sandpiper – 2002
 • House Martin – 2014
 • Fieldfare – 2013
 • Mute Swan – 2008
 • Goldeneye – 2002
 • Domestic Duck – 2015
 • Pochard – 2002

It is likely that many of these are present but have not been recorded.  They would be 
good species to encourage people to record sightings of.  During the course of this 
survey House Sparrow were seen and will be reported.

The species listed below were recorded in the area in the second half of the 20th century 
but have not been recorded this century (date indicates last recorded sighting). This 
generally reflects species that have declined nationally, as is the case with the Turtle 
Dove, but with cases such as the Dunnock it is very likely to be present just not recorded.  
Encouragingly having not been sighted locally for a number of years there have been 
two recent sightings of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker this year in Milton Keynes   
https://mknhs.org.uk/recent-sightings-2020/  So with the correct habitat they might 
be encouraged back to the parish.

 • Turtle Dove – 1979
 • Linnet – 1979
 • Corn Bunting – 1979
 • Lesser Spotted Woodpecker – 1979
 • Willow Tit – 1979
 • Marsh Tit – 1979
 • Reed Bunting – 1982
 • Dunnock – 1982
 • Meadow Pipet – 1982
 • Black Redstart – 1979
 • Little Ringed Plover – 1979
 • Black-headed Gull – 1982
 • Redshank – 1979

Raptors sighting in the parish have reflected national trends, Peregrine were first recorded 
in 2008 and continue to be seen, Red Kite were first recorded in 2010 and are now seen 
regularly.  The last recording of a Kestrel was in 2015, the last of a Hobby 2014.  The last 
Barn Owl was recorded in 2015 and a Tawny Owl in 1978.  Again, these would be good 
species to generate public interest in recording.
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Reptiles and Amphibians

The following amphibians have been recorded in the parish.  Sightings tend to be 
associated with park and school ponds.

 • Great Crested Newt – 2015
 • Common Toad – 1985
 • Smooth Newt – 2010
 • Common Frog – 2010

The few records in recent years is probably a result of less recording.  

Butterflies

The following butterflies have been recorded in recent years:

 • Small Heath - 2017
 • Silver-washed Fritillary - 2018
 • Essex Skipper - 2009
 • Large Tortoiseshell – 2016

Earlier Sightings have included:

 • Wall – 1993
 • Small Blue – 1993
 • Dingy Skipper – 1979
 • Grizzled Skipper – 1987
 • Small Heath – 1993

New survey work could aim to establish whether the range of species present now in the 
parish is wider than this list suggests.

Moths

The only moth recording in the last 10 years is for a:

 • Hornet Moth recorded in 2013.

The BMERC records have over 30 different species of moth recorded in the 1970s and 
1980s.  The majority of these are now UK biodiversity Action Plan Species so it would be 
good to know whether they are still present.

Other Invertebrates

The only BMERC recording for the parish is for:

 • Dark Blood Bee - 2006

There are no recordings for dragonfly in the parish.  During the course of this survey 
dragonfly were seen at Windmill Hill Golf Course and Chepstow Park. Unfortunately, they 
were too fast moving to be identified.

Bony Fish

BMERC hold only one recording for the parish:

 • Common Carp – 1973

Plants

The BMERC contain just 33 records for plants within the parish and on its immediate 
boundaries.  Some of these may relate to sightings at Blue Lagoon just to the south of the 
parish.  Species recorded include:

 • Wild Clary – 2010
 • Wild Strawberry – 2015
 • Ragged- Robin – 2010
 • Welsh Poppy – 2010
 • Bluebell – 1984

Several of the sightings relate to St Mary’s Churchyard it would be good to know if some 
of these species are still present. 
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Other Surveys

There will have been several other ecological surveys done in the area in association 
with recent development. Some of the survey work (2015-2018) associated with the 
improvements to the East-West rail line are available on-line, although as the data covers 
a wide area it is not easy to relate directly to the parish.  

Mammals: Survey work within the parish at Blue Lagoon confirms the presence of:

 • Common pipistrelle
 • Soprano pipistrelle
 • Nathusius’ pipistrelle
 • Noctule
 • Daubenton’s bat
 • Myotis sp. and
 • Leisler’s bat.

They also assessed that Whiskered bat, Natterer’s bat, Serotine and Brown long-eared bat 
are likely to be present.

Birds

The bird surveys carried out appeared to be concentrated at Blue Lagoon and added 
several species to the birds recorded in the area in recent years. It is useful to know these 
species that have been recorded on the boundaries of the parish. The list of new or 
newly recorded species included:

 • Mute swan
 • Great Crested Grebe
 • Grey Heron 
 • Little Egret
 • Cormorant
 • Water Rail
 • Moorhen
 • Coot
 • Common Gull
 • Herring Gull
 • Lesser Black-backed Gull
 • Woodpigeon
 • Collared Dove
 • Kingfisher
 • Great Spotted Woodpecker
 • Green Woodpecker
 • Jay
 • Magpie
 • Jackdaw
 • Rook
 • Carrion Crow
 • Raven
 • Blue Tit 
 • Great Tit
 • Skylark 
 • Long-tailed Tit
 • Chiffchaff
 • Reed Warbler
 • Blackcap
 • Garden Warbler
 • Lesser Whitethroat
 • Whitethroat
 • Goldcrest
 • Wren
 • Treecreeper
 • Mistle Thrush
 • Robin 
 • Dunnock
 • Pied Wagtail
 • Chaffinch
 • Linnet
 • Goldfinch
 • Reed Bunting

Several of these species are of conservation concern so it is good to know they are 
present on the parish. 

Terrestrial Invertebrates:

Blue Lagoon was surveyed for terrestrial invertebrates and recorded a total of 72 
invertebrate species including five species of conservation concern.

Plants: 

Data for recordings at Blue Lagoon reported:

 “An area reminiscent of calcareous grassland on the bank of the spoil heap from the 
brick work. Dry and south facing. Scrub is a threat to its persistence. Species noted 
include; MG5 grasslands were dominated by Crested dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus) 
and Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) with meadow fescue and red fescue. Herbaceous 
dicotyledons included Black medick (Medicago lupulina), Fairy flax (Linum catharticum), 
Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), Common knapweed, Ribwort plantain (Plantago 
lanceolata) and Yellow melilot (Melilotus officinalis).” 
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2.6 Summary  

The majority of the information used has been kindly provided by BMERC and thus 
reflects the records they hold, and does not represent comprehensive or continuous 
monitoring. Therefore, the lack of records for a particular species at any time may reflect 
lack of recording rather than the absence of the species.  Similarly, if a species was 
recorded some time ago but not recently, it may be because it hasn’t been recorded 
rather than its decline in the parish. It is likely however that the abundance of many 
species recorded in the second half of the 20th century have significantly declined in 
recent years in line with national trends. The change in the range of species seen since 
the 1940s will also to reflect the landscape change in the parish and the loss of habitats 
and their size and connectivity as the parish has become more developed.

The survey work carried out in association with the East-West Rail route improvements 
has added to the understanding, particularly in association with Blue Lagoon.  The 
diversity of species recorded here is significantly higher than recorded elsewhere in 
the parish, reinforcing the concept that Blue Lagoon LNR has great potential as a local 
resource for local enjoyment and learning about wildlife.  The current management of the 
grassland within the LNR means that by natural succession it is likely that the grassland 
will be gradually lost to scrub encroachment. No record of a management plan for the 
reserve has been accessed.  A management plan for the LNR would enable a vision 
for the future management, access and use of the reserve to be developed. This would 
also establish whether it is accepted that natural progression will be allowed to result in 
some habitats being lost or whether there will be targeted management to ensure the 
grassland areas are retained in the long term.  A management plan could also review 
public access and help establish how pedestrian links to West Bletchley could be 
enhanced.   

Monitoring and recording species is very important to understand what is happening to 
biodiversity. Increasing the amount of recording in the parish would significantly enhance 
the understanding of the biodiversity and hopefully also in time reflect how habitat 
enhancement is enabling nature recovery.  Whilst some of this could be achieved by 
setting up regular monitoring, encouraging residents to identify and send in recordings of 
species they see would also add considerably to the database.   
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Examples of different types of habitat within the Parish
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3.0  Survey – Existing Habitats - The Parish Today 

3.1  Introduction  

It is clear from the assessment of the context of the parish that it does not contain 
significant areas of notable habitats.  To develop a strategy to enhance the parish’s 
biodiversity we have carried out a survey and assessment of the existing habitats in 
the parish to understand the existing range of habitats, their size and how well they are 
connected.  This information can then be used to enhance the range of habitats and 
their scale and the connectivity between habitats, both to habitats in the parish and those 
adjacent to its boundaries.

The survey follows the 17 different units as defined for the West Bletchley Landscape 
Character Assessment.  This has the advantage of using existing recognised 
subdivisions of the parish which correspond to the character of the built-up area in 
different parts of the parish.  The character of the design of development and its history 
was found to strongly influence the habitats found there, particularly in terms of the 
retention of historic landscape features and the character and scale of the open space 
provision.  These along with the location of the area within the parish also influenced the 
extent to which habitats in that area were well connected to other habitats in the parish 
and major wildlife corridors on its boundaries.

The detailed study of the different areas enabled their existing notable habitats to be 
understood and also gives an indication of the potential for habitat enhancement within 
each.  The level of habitat assessment was tuned to the range of habitats within the 
parish with some of the strongest habitats being associated with historic landscape 
features; particularly where small areas of woodland and hedgerows were retained.  The 
aim is to understand where the strongest habitats are so that they can be linked together 
to create wildlife corridors across the parish.  The survey also aims to identify areas 
which have the potential to be enhanced to become part of these wildlife corridors or 
contribute more to the biodiversity of the parish.

The survey has therefore identified existing notable habitats and areas where there may 
be opportunities for habitat enhancement.  This means that not all green space has been 
mapped if it is considered of too small or low value to be providing significant habitat 
benefit at present.  So narrow roadside verges have not generally been recorded and 
areas of amenity grassland have only been plotted where they were considered to be 
of sufficient size to have potential for habitat enhancement projects or to contribute to 
wildlife corridors across the parish.  Similarly, street trees which are generally considered 
to be of low biodiversity value have not been plotted except where they formed notable 
groups or were particularly important specimens.  The context of these features to other 
surrounding habitats has also been taken into consideration with individual specimen 
trees being considered to be of more value in areas particularly lacking in other habitats 
or where an individual tree or tree group might help form the connections across the 
parish.  

3.2   The Scope of the Survey

For each area the key existing habitats are identified under 4 types:

 • Woodland and woody vegetation 
 • Grassland
 • Water
 •  Built Environment – built structures potentially providing habitat 

benefits.

The assessment area has been primarily limited to parks, roadsides and other areas 
with free and open public access.  The desktop survey has allowed some stronger 
hedgerows/small woodlands and larger water bodies to be picked up and where 
these have been identified they are also indicated on the plans.  Historic churchyards 
and Bletchley Park have been mapped as special areas to reflect the complex variety 
of different habitats they provide which means they do not fall into other established 
categories and are worthy of special consideration.
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Examples of flowering and fruiting plants observed during the survey


