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1.0  Introduction 

There has been a significant loss in diversity of life on earth over the last 100 years. 
We need to slow this process and potentially reverse it by understanding the natural 
environment and learning how to live alongside it. By understanding and enhancing the 
habitats in our local area, we can contribute to a larger effort to strengthen the natural 
environment and help offset the loss of biodiversity. 

Biodiversity is the variety of all life on earth, it includes all species of animals and plants. 
Biodiversity is important for its own sake, and human survival depends upon it.  Andrew 
Hiorns Limited was commissioned by West Bletchley Parish Council, Milton 
Keynes, to carry out this study to gain a better understanding of the range of habitats in 
the parish. It aims to show how improvements to the natural environment can be made, 
to enhance the scope, size and connectivity of habitats to support more species and 
therefore enhance biodiversity. 

The study was carried out by site surveys and the use of aerial photographs between 
August and November 2020, coinciding with the COVID-19 lockdown. The ground 
survey covered areas with free and open public access, with information of habitats 
associated with closed sites such as schools and Bletchley Park obtained from aerial 
photographs and local records. All the photographs included in the report were taken in 
the parish. 

Chapter 2 – The Parish in Context

Provides background information to understand the context of the parish. The 
chapter begins by reviewing the landscape character of the parish and describes 
how development over time has created the area as it is seen today. It considers what 
information is already known about the habitats and biodiversity and the surrounding 
area. This is particularly important in terms of understanding how habitat improvements 
within the parish can contribute to wider habitat links and corridors which are so 
important in supporting enhanced biodiversity. 

Chapter 3 – Parish Survey 

This chapter individually considers each of the 17 Character Areas of the parish in 
turn to understand the specific issues and opportunities relating to each.  The 17 
Character Areas were established in the Landscape Character Survey of West 
Bletchley (2017) and provide a useful way to interpret the parish. The original small 
rural settlement was developed as a predominantly residential area from the 1930s 
onwards. Today approximately 95% of the land area is covered by housing, schools 
and associated road infrastructure.  Each Character Area strongly reflects the design 
influences prevailing in the decade when it was developed. Although initially this seems 
to be predominantly reflected in the architectural style, it has also influenced the layout, 
the size of gardens, width of verges, provision for parking and the extent to which existing 
features such as field hedgerows were preserved.  

The survey has primarily picked up the range of habitats in the parish and the issues and 
opportunities associated with them. It has not attempted to record all species observed 
during the survey work, but has recorded some species where their presence helps 
expand the understanding of the area. 

Chapter 4 – Analysis of the Habitats of the Parish 

This chapter takes the information gained from the analysis of the 17 Character Areas 
and considers how this can help inform broader strategies for habitat enhancement 
and improving connectivity between habitats across the parish. It reviews the range of 
habitats and considers the existing and potential wildlife corridors and where there are 
barriers to movement and therefore connectivity. It also briefly defines the main threats to 
the natural environment in the parish. 

Chapter 5 – The Vision 

This chapter considers the opportunities for habitat improvement within the parish. 

Chapter 6 - Conclusion 

 



West Bletchley Parish Council  5



West Bletchley | Habitat Survey

 6

2.0  The Parish in Context 

2.1  Introduction

West Bletchley is located on the south-western edge of Milton Keynes. The small historic 
settlement expanded before the establishment of Milton Keynes due to its access to both 
east-west and north-south railway lines, which were both in use by 1851.  The railways 
enabled large scale industrial brickmaking to be established in the south of the parish.  
Further information about the gradual expansion of West Bletchley to the settlement we 
see today is provided in West Bletchley - Landscape Character Study 2017.

Another key landmark in the development of West Bletchley was in 1883 when Sir 
Herbert Leon, a wealthy London fi nancier, purchased the 581-acre Bletchley Park 
estate. He expanded the existing farmhouse into a large country house combining 
Tudor, Victorian Gothic and Dutch Baroque styles. He also created large gardens with 
woodlands, avenues, a small lake and a cricket pitch with an ornate pavilion. In the 
early years of the 20th century, prior to the First World War, around a hundred staff were 
employed to work in the house, gardens and farm. 

Sir Leon donated considerable amounts of land to the parish for public and educational 
use and represented the constituency as a Liberal MP from 1892 to 1895. After his death, 
Lady Leon carried on as a very active member of the local community and became a 
Bletchley Urban District Councillor promoting the expansion of the town.  Therefore, 
even before the Second World War there were new areas of housing under construction.  
Lady Leon died in 1937 and in 1938 the mansion and 38 acres of land were sold to 
Admiral Sir Hugh Sinclair, head of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6).  The advantage 
of the location and its transport links were obvious to him. 

The very next year Bletchley Park was established as the top-secret Government Code 
and Cypher School.  The code breaking carried out at the park had a signifi cant impact 
on the outcome of the war.  The house, gardens and cricket pitch were retained but the 
rest of the estate and land beyond its boundaries was developed to support the work, 
predominantly with rapidly constructed huts.

Even before the war was fi nished Bletchley was recognised as an ideal location to re-
house parts of overcrowded and war damaged London.  The character of the settlement 
of West Bletchley we see today largely refl ects various phases of planned development 
mostly between the 1930s and the 1970s.  In 1967 West Bletchley was included within 
the area defi ned as Milton Keynes New Town.  

Figure 1: Location in Milton Keynes

West Bletchley
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Landscape Character

West Bletchley is located within the National Landscape Character Area (LCA) 88 
Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire Claylands. The key characteristics of this Landscape 
Character Area are listed below to provide context for the setting of West Bletchley:

 The Landscape Character Area is characterised by:

 •  Gently undulating lowland plateau divided by shallow river valleys 
that gradually widen as they approach the Fens in the east. 

 •  Predominantly open arable landscape of planned regular fields 
bounded by open ditches and trimmed, often species poor 
hedgerows which contrast with those fields that are irregular and 
piecemeal.

 
 •  Wide variety of semi-natural habitats supporting a range of species – 

some notably rare and scarce – including sites designated for species 
associated with ancient woodland, wetland sites important for birds, 
great crested newt and species of stonewort, and traditional orchards 
and unimproved grassland supporting a rich diversity of wildflowers. 

 •  Variable scattered woodland cover comprising small plantations, 
secondary woodland, pollarded willows and poplar along river 
valleys, and clusters of ancient woodland, particularly on higher 
ground representing remnant ancient deer parks and Royal Hunting 
Forests.

 •  Associated with brick making and sand and gravel extraction.  Many 
of the large 20th century sites have now been restored as wetland 
sites or have become landfill sites.

The topography of West Bletchley is shown in Figure 2. with the contours marked at 
5m intervals. The parish lies on a gentle ridge, sloping from higher ground in the west to 
lower ground in the east.

The ridge forms the watershed between land draining to the river valleys of the Ouse 
and Ouzel. The land on the northern side of the parish drains to Loughton Brook feeding 
into the Ouse, and land on the southern side of the parish drains to Water Eaton Brook 
feeding into the Ouzel. The Ouzel joins the Ouse at Newport Pagnell. The Ouse then 
proceeds north-east and flows into The Wash.

Elevation AOD (m)

50

75

100

125

150

Figure 2.  The Topography of West Bletchley.
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2.2 Designated Wildlife Sites   

Within West Bletchley

The only designated wildlife site within the parish is the northern most section of Blue 
Lagoon Local Nature Reserve. It is owned and managed by Milton Keynes Council, with 
free and open public access. 

The total site area is 34ha with only the northern most section extending into the south-
east of the parish. Figure 3.   The site is on part of the site of former brickworks, which 
were active from the 1890s until the 1970s.  The area which is now the nature reserve 
previously contained  two large pits, one of which was fl ooded and one which was used 
in the early 1980s as a landfi ll site.  The site became a Local Nature Reserve in the 1990s. 
The main feature of the Nature Reserve is the large deep water fi lled pit which turns a 
magnifi cent shade of blue in the right lighting conditions, leading to it being called “Blue 
Lagoon”.  This lake lies to the south of the parish boundary, which is marked by Water 
Eaton Brook crossing the Nature Reserve.  Within the parish part of the Nature Reserve 
there is another small lake called “Newfoundout”. The name, Newfoundout, apparently 
arose when the railway company, on completing excavations to form a loop line, ‘found 
out’, that the curve of the line was too severe to allow the safe passage of trains. The line 
then had to be abandoned and with the excavation eventually fi lling with water, became 
known as the ‘Newfoundout’.  The water was used as a store to provide water for railway 
engines in the days of steam. This lake is now fenced off and managed as a private 
fi shing lake which can be viewed from the adjacent path.

The Local Nature Reserve contains a mix of different habitats including woodland, scrub, 
ponds, reedbeds, lowland meadow with elements of lowland calcareous grassland.  

Plants      More than 200 different species of plants have been recorded on the 
site. There are large areas of Willow, Blackthorn, Dogwood, Hawthorn 
and Bramble giving much of the area a scrubby character. The poorly 
vegetated exposed clay areas have an array of fl owering plants 
including Common Spotted Orchid, Bee orchid, Cowslip, White and 
Red Campion. The water margins also support a rich array of fl owering 
plants including, Purple loosestrife, Water Iris and the rare Flowering 
Rush.

Mammals    Commonly seen are Fox, Grey squirrel, Muntjac deer and Rabbit.

Birds     A wide variety of different birds found in the different habitats at 
different times of the year including recordings of Reed, Sedge and 
Willow Warblers, Whitethroats and Woodpeckers.  Recordings of 
Cuckoo have reduced in recent years.

Reptiles   Grass snake

Amphibians   Frogs, Toads and Great-crested newt in the small ponds.

Fish    Pike, Perch, Roach, Tench and Carp

Insects    One of the best sites for Damselfl ies and Dragonfl ies in the local area, 
with 21 different species recorded. Day fl ying moths such as Cinnabar 
and Six-spot burnet are regularly seen.  30 Butterfl y species have 
been recorded, including some that are not commonly seen in Milton 
Keynes. 

Further information about the Local Nature Reserve can be found on the Milton Keynes 
Natural History Society Website: https://mknhs.org.uk/blue-lagoon/

The Local nature reserve therefore has a rich range of habitats supporting biodiversity on 
the edge of the urban area. One of the reasons for its designation as a Local Wildlife Site 
is its accessibility to an urban population.  Access to the site from residential areas in West 
Bletchley is however diffi cult due to the limited access points across the east-west rail line 
on embankment and lack of good paths and signage. 

Close to West Bletchley

Howe Park Wood – Site of Special Scientifi c Interest (SSSI)

Owned (999 year lease) and managed by – The Parks Trust with free and open public 
access and visitor facilities.

Located approximately 1km to the north-west of the Parish.  Figure 3. This was assessed 
in July 2020 by Natural England and recorded as being in a ‘Favourable’ condition.  

The woodland is about 24 ha. in size and was indirectly mentioned in the Domesday 
Book, so is ‘Semi-Natural Ancient Woodland’. It has a predominant Oak and Ash canopy 
with scattered hornbeam.  A notable feature of the wood is the presence of large, mature 
oak trees, some with very large crowns.  It has a well-developed shrub layer and a high 
diversity of ground fl ora.  The canopy is thinning as a result of ash die-back and that is 
causing signifi cant changes in the structure and composition of the wood. Howe Park 
Management Plan provides information on the species present and how the woodland 
is managed. https://www.theparkstrust.com/media/3494/h-p-wood-mngt-plan-
13-nov15.pdf

Howe Park Wood can be accessed by direct Redway links from the northern edge of 
West Bletchley.  These links provide safe traffi c-free access to this valuable habitat close 
to the parish.

Analysis

The majority of the parish is a built-up area which does not contain any designated 
wildlife sites.  The south east corner of the parish contains the northern edge of the 
Blue Lagoon Local Nature Reserve.  This is of considerable biodiversity value with a 
mixture of habitats primarily associated with open water, grassland, scrub and naturally 
regenerating woodland. The potential for the biodiversity associated with these habitats 
to expand across the parish is restricted by a variety of factors primarily associated with 
availability of sites.  The opportunities to strengthen links to these habitats is considered 
later in the report.   

Howe Park Wood SSSI is well managed means that a wide variety of species are thriving 
there and potentially looking for new sites to expand out into.  There is therefore potential 
to help strengthen this habitat by creating new habitats with tree and plant species found 
in this woodland.  The range of tree, shrub and ground fl ora species present at Howe 
Park Wood provide an excellent guide to species appropriate to plant and encourage 
within new and existing woodland and scrub within the parish to encourage greater 
biodiversity and support green corridors across the parish. 
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2.3 Priority Habitat Inventory   

This data describes the geographical extent of habitats identifi ed as being of principal 
importance.  It replaces Natural England’s previous separate BAP habitat inventories.  
The following three fi gures illustrate the Habitats identifi ed in the Inventory under the 
headings of Woodland, Grassland and Wetland.  They help illustrate the extent of 
different habitats in the area.   Understanding the existing identifi ed habitats in the local 
area can help indicate what habitats might be strengthened or created within the parish 
to help strengthen existing habitats of value in the local area.  

Woodland 

Figure 4. shows the Woodland. This includes several areas of woodland within the parish. 
The majority of this is identifi ed as Broadleaved Woodland.  The map also includes areas 
identifi ed on the National Forestry Inventory which monitors woodland and trees within 
Great Britain.  It is the most in depth survey of Britain’s woodland and trees to date.

To the north-west of the parish, Howe Park wood is identifi ed as an Ancient and 
Semi-Natural Woodland. There are no areas within the study area identifi ed as Wood 
Pasture and Parkland.  The parish is therefore set within an area with a network of 
small broadleaved woodland blocks some of which are fairly well connected.  The 
large woodland areas of Howe Park wood and Shenley Wood further north provide 
much larger areas of woodland with signifi cantly greater habitat benefi t. Having 
these woodland areas close by can benefi t the biodiversity of the network of smaller 
woodlands in the area.

Grassland

Figure 5. shows the grassland in the local area.  The Inventory doesn’t identify any 
habitats within West Bletchley. The closest habitats are located to the north-west and 
south east of the parish and are identifi ed as Good Quality Semi-Improved Grassland 
(non-priority) and Lowland Meadow.

Wetland

Figure 6. shows the wetland areas.  The inventory doesn’t identify any habitats within 
West Bletchley or on the boundaries of the parish. The closest sites are about 5km from 
the Parish and identifi ed as Lowland Fens.

Summary

The parish contains areas of broadleaved woodland identifi ed on the Priority Habitat 
Inventory but no areas of grassland or wetland. In the area around the parish, there are 
numerous amounts of small areas of broadleaved woodland and two larger woodland 
areas. There are a few small areas of semi-improved grassland and lowland meadow. 
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Figure 3.  Designated Wildlife Sites
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Figure 4.  Priority Habitat Inventory – Woodland   


