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St. Malachi and SIHS Volunteers “Spring into Action”
Henry and Ann Speier

For nearly two decades, St. Ignatius High School 
has provided the St. Malachi campus a head start 
on transitioning from winter cocooning to spring 

renewal with “Spring into Action”. Typically, this day 
occurs in late April.

Organized by St. Ignatius High School students, the 
“Jesuit Day of Service” begins at the high school with 
a light breakfast. Then hundreds of volunteers spread 
out into the community, cleaning up trash from emp-
ty lots, abating graffiti, and completing yard cleanup 
for both community and home gardens in the Ohio 
City area.

On the day of service, St. Ignatius has supplied be-
tween fifteen to thirty volunteers to St. Malachi Church 
and Malachi Center. Students and alumni arrive at St. 
Malachi early in the morning, carrying shovels, rakes, 
and other gardening tools. Often younger brothers 

and sisters and parents of these students lend a hand, 
too. The St. Ignatius contingent is met by a group of 
St. Malachi volunteers who facilitate and support their 
efforts.

Over the years, these generous volunteers have 
pulled weeds; trimmed trees and bushes; pulled out 
dilapidated fences; planted flowers, shrubs, and 
trees; and spread thousands of pounds of mulch. 
In about three hours, the flower beds and surround-
ing area are cleaned up and beautified. Past efforts 
have reaped benefits throughout years. The spectac-
ular spring daffodil display at Malachi Center is the 
result of bulbs that were planted twenty years ago. 
The bulbs have naturalized and spread.

Spring into Action has become a community building 
experience as St. Malachi shares its story. We are very 
grateful to the St. Ignatius High School community for 
the ongoing assistance they have given us over the 
years!
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In celebration of their 30th 
anniversary in Northeast 
Ohio, Hospitality Restaurants 
presented St. Malachi’s Food 
Ministry with a $1,000 check. 
St. Malachi Parish was one of 
30 local charitable organiza-
tions to receive a $1,000 do-
nation. For 30 years, Hospital-
ity Restaurants has worked 
with various volunteer 
groups in Northeast Ohio 
and beyond to fill food pan-
try shelves and help provide 
clothing and smiles to those 
who need it the most. Hos-
pitality Restaurants include 
Blue Point Grille, Rosewood 
Grill, Kingfish, Salmon Dave’s, 
Cabin Club, Delmonico’s, 
and Thirsty Parrot.
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Celebrating 30 Years with 30 Days of Giving 

The Synod on Synodality
Stephanie M. Pritts, Pastoral Associate

Last Fall, Pope Francis announced a Synod on  
Synodality. Further, he wanted Parishes to con-
duct Synodal Listening sessions. What does this 

mean?

Synodality is a fundamental “way” of the Church. It 
means journeying in communion as the Body of Christ 
and listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking 
through us and our shepherds, the Bishops. The Pope 
wants us to recognize our call to missionary disciple-
ship and to participate in this vital Church mission. Our 
experience of group discernment can energize our 
bringing the love and truth of the Gospel to a world 
hungry for it.

By coordinating in-person and online Listening Ses-
sions using the formula recommended by the Dio-
cese Parish Life Office, I listened to almost 70 people. 
This included prayer, reflection, and sharing where we 
are and where we are called to be as Church. An-
swers were written down. A summary of themes will 
go to the Parish Life Office. The Diocese will use these 
and send them to Rome for the Bishops.

The Diocese also asked that we listen to the margin-
alized. Interestingly, it was in listening to those from St. 
Malachi’s Back Door Ministry and the St. Vincent de 
Paul food program at St. Patrick that I encountered 

the most gracious and gratitude-filled responses. 
While I was not surprised to hear common “Church 
complaints” from parishioners, the simpler structure 
offered for listening to marginalized people provided 
an opportunity for some beautiful responses. Here’s 
an example from the Back Door:

Question: What does it mean to walk with Jesus?

Answer: It’s about our behavior. How do we act and 
speak? What do we watch and read? We need to 
read Scripture and imitate Jesus.

Question: What does it mean to include Church in 
that walk?

Answer: The Church does so much good! It is excel-
lent in saying Mass, giving food to the poor, and rais-
ing good kids by helping families.

Question: How may the Holy Spirit be calling the 
Church to move forward?

Answer: The Church can always do more to promote 
unity and peace. Besides Mass, we need to get to-
gether to listen and pray with other Christians and our 
Jewish neighbors. More concerns unite than divide 
us. Let Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics pray for peace, 
for the environment, for good crops.

To all of these responses, I say “Amen!” 
The Holy Spirit is speaking through the least among us!22
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Celebrating the Holidays 
Making Them Special for our Neighbors and Guests
Jeanette Shemo

It goes without saying that our neighbors in Lakeview Towers and many of our homeless and low-income 
guests at the Back Door Ministry don’t have the best holiday experience. For years, St. Malachi had 
served delicious meals for Thanksgiving and Christmas to our guests and distributed fruit baskets to our 

Lakeview neighbors. COVID-19 changed how we do many things – but we fought to provide the best 
holiday experience for them.

Christmas Day was filled with surprises for our 
guests! Santa Claus and his elves arrived with 
sacks filled with gifts for our guests, invited into the 
hall three at a time, socially distant and masked. 
Each of the 275 met with Santa and received a 
new shirt, underwear, toiletries, candy, and a pair 
of boots. Despite Omicron preventing a sit-down 
brunch, guests were filled with joy, laughter, and 
gratitude. The Back Door Ministry staff and volun-
teers prepared a carry-out brunch of turkey sau-
sage, ham, chicken wings, eggs, cheesy grits, fruit, 
biscuits, and sausage gravy.  
As they left, all were look-
ing forward to en-
joying this deli-
cious food!

Several logistical factors blocked distributing our 
usual fruit baskets to the residents in Lakeview Tow-
ers. Instead, we delivered Dave’s Supermarket 
Gift Cards, which allowed folks to purchase food 
items that they most needed. Each card included 
a hand-written Christmas greeting from St. Malachi 
Parish. (Thanks, Kay Vine!) The residents were thrilled 
with their gifts and shared their appreciation with 
the parishioner volunteers who visited with them.

Thanksgiving Day was exciting for our neighbors 
and guests. For the first time since the arrival of 
COVID-19, they were allowed to enter the hall and 
enjoy a sit-down meal (pre-Omicron). Plus, many 
of the Partner Parish Parishioners at Mass joined our 
guests for coffee and breakfast, making for a very 
blended and enjoyable event. The Back Door Min-
istry staff and 35 volunteers served 50 guests and 
parishioners at each sitting for a total of 250. Every 
person enjoyed a bountiful brunch of four meats, 
eggs, fried potatoes, and biscuits. Every guest re-
ceived a hygiene pack along with a new hat, 
scarf, gloves, socks, and hand warmers. Everyone 
left with a full stomach and a smile!
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“I have always wanted to serve at St. Malachi.”
Charlene McElwee, Director of Music/Liturgy

These words were spoken by Br. Philip Bernier, 
O.F.M.Cap the first time he celebrated Mass with 
us and on November 15, 2021 that wish became 

a reality when Bishop Edward Malesic appointed 
him Parochial Vicar (aka pastoral associate) of St. 
Malachi.

Who is this man in the brown robe, sandals (some-
times no socks), and what’s with all those letters af-
ter his name?

Brother Philip Bernier (who is an ordained priest, but 
call him Brother Phil) is a Capuchin Franciscan Fri-
ar whose path took many a detour before arriving 
at his calling. A native Clevelander, Br. Phil grew up 
in Lakewood in a normal family who “just went to 
church on Sunday”, was educated (and took pia-
no lessons from a nun) at St. Luke’s where he spent 
a lot of time in church, but at the keyboard. After 
graduation from St. Edward High School, he went 
to Baldwin Wallace to major in organ performance, 
thinking that this was the way he was going to serve 
the people of God. On the advice of a relative, he 
opted for practicality and ended up with a business 
degree. After a five-year tour of duty in the Navy 
came some significant time in the everyday work-
ing world.

At some point along this path, Br. Phil had a chance 
encounter with the Capuchin Franciscan Friars here 
in Cleveland at St. Paul Shrine. Inspired by the way 
the friars interacted and treated one another, mod-
eling a different way to be a priest, a growing desire 
to serve in consecrated life surfaced.

Br. Phil professed first vows in 1996, was ordained to 
the priesthood in 2001, and spent the next years at 
various parish assignments before going to Califor-
nia for four years, only to return to Cleveland in the 
midst of a global pandemic for an assignment as 
administrator of St. Peter’s in October 2020.

What excites him about being with us here at St. 
Malachi?

“POSSIBILTIES! The pandemic has changed every-
thing. We’re different. The poor are different. But 
when people come to church and STAY, it is usual-
ly because of four qualities: warm hospitality, good 
preaching, good music, and a sense of mission. St. 
Malachi has them all and it’s just a matter of nurtur-
ing and continuing the tradition.”

Welcome to our world of possibilities, Brother Phil! 
We are blessed to have you with us as we journey 
forward.

Malachi Matters Spring 2022

“warm hospitality, good preaching, good 
music, and a sense of mission”
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On March 12 more than 3,000 people will gather to participant in 
or watch the 43rd Annual St. Malachi Church Run/Walk. The day 
begins with 8 AM Mass, followed by a 2-mile and 5-mile run/walk, 
and concludes with a post-race hooley presented by Great Lakes 
Brewing Company at McCarthy’s Downtown in the Flats. Live en-
tertainment will include the Browns/Cavs DJ Steph Floss, bagpipers, 
Irish dancers, and music. We are honored to have Fox 8 News’ Ken-
ny Crumpton as the Master of Ceremonies, who will be available for 
photographs. Walkers and furry friends are welcome! The event enjoys 
enormous success because it kicks off St. Patrick’s Day and supports our 
ministries of caring for the poor!

REGISTER, DONATE, OR VOLUNTEER
www.StMalachiChurchRun.org

On “Giving Tuesday”, November 30, 2021, with 
joy and gratitude, St. Malachi Parish benefit-
ed $54,420, through the generosity of all the 

donors who very willingly contributed what they were 
able on that special day. Included in that amount is 
$2,000 with the win of the “Small But Mighty Parish” 
category!

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to the matching donors:

• Communication Solutions, Inc
• Sutton Industrial Hardware
• Boxcast
• Catanese Seafood
• Speed Exterminating
• Fred/Karen Kappus
• Carolyn Meyer
• Tim/Diane Needles
• Lou Keim
• St. Malachi Parish Council
• and four anonymous donors. 

Their participation added a lot of excitement to Giv-
ing Tuesday!!!

Kudos to the team of four parishioners that received 
those donations with gratitude on that day in the rec-
tory – logging them to the matching donors’ hours!

The team kept the parish and others aware of that 
special day and how all could help reach the goal 
established for the food programs and parish min-
istries. This is the parish’s sixth year taking part in this 
event; each year supporters have donated more dol-
lars and this has become a huge fundraiser for vital 
parish ministries!

On behalf of St. Malachi Parish and the beneficia-
ries of the many parish ministries, we extend our most 
heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to the success 
of Giving Tuesday 2021.
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Working Together Brings Success!!!
Lou Keim

$54,420 raised for 
vital food programs and 

parish ministries

The St. Malachi Church Run, 
So Much More Than a Race!
Sharon Lowe-Chapman, Run Chair
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Did You Know?
We welcomed a handful of new parishioners 
this fall, including one family who baptized a 
newborn in December!

Administrator’s Updates

We look forward to having our friends and 
parishioners join us for the blessing of the 
Homeless Jesus statue on Sunday, April 3, 

at our 10 AM Mass with Bishop Malesic as our prin-
cipal celebrant. A social will follow. This will be the 

bishop’s first official visit to St. Malachi. Please save 
the date as we would be honored to have you join 
us for this special occasion. 

Our Pastoral Strategic Planning initiative is getting 
closer to reality. We are currently making arrange-
ments with a professional consultant who will guide 
us through this important process of planning. We 
are also identifying a core leadership team to work 
closely with our facilitator. Stay tuned as we prepare 
to roll out this important event for all who love St. 
Malachi.

As spring approaches, be sure to join us for our 43rd 
annual St. Malachi Church Run. Run, walk, or simply 
come to cheer our participants!

Allow me also to simply thank the women and men 
of our parish who provide leadership and for every-
one who contributes to the vibrancy of our “small 
but mighty” family – thanks for all you do and for 
your joyful witness!

Gratefully yours in Christ,
Rev. Michael K. Gurnick
Parish Administrator

Fr. Gurnick with Runners from 2020

2459 Washington Ave.
Cleveland OH 44113

Celebrating More 
Than 150 Years of 
Faithful Service in 
the Old Angle!
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Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at www.FaithDirect.net/give-now/

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________
 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at StMalachi.org
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