
In the last several months we have become experts in the 
fine art of Advent waiting!

We waited for vaccines to be approved, then waited for 
our age group to be eligible, then waited fourteen more days 
to be “fully immunized”. Many of us have waited for home 
improvement projects to be completed because elusive and 
costly materials needed to be located and shipped. We are 
still waiting for the day when we can unmask and sing, hug, 
and be with one another freely and without fear. Have we 
learned what really matters to us? We are SO grateful that this 
coming season we will be celebrating in a manner closer to 
the custom of our pre-COVID days!

We invite you to come experience the beauty, quiet, and full-
ness of the Season of Advent at St. Malachi Parish. We light 
the first candle on our Advent wreath on Thanksgiving week-
end, November 27 and 28. We are planning opportunities for 
prayer, reflection, and giving: one highlight will be Taize Prayer 
for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 
8 at 7 PM in church. Come enjoy the candlelit darkness and 
sing the beautiful chants.

This year’s Christmas Season is very brief (but joyful!) and be-
gins with two Vigil Masses on Friday, December 24 (4 PM and 
10 PM with festive musical preludes 30 minutes prior) and one 
Mass on Saturday, December 25 at 10 AM. The Feast of the 
Holy Family follows on Sunday, December 26 at 10 AM.

On Friday evening December 31 at 4 PM and Saturday morn-
ing January 1 at 10 AM we will celebrate the Solemnity of Mary 
the Mother of God, followed immediately by the Feast of the 
Epiphany on January 2 at 10 AM. Come celebrate with us!
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“O come, let us adore Him, O come...“
Charlene McElwee
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COVID certainly continues to have an impact 
on all of us and parish life is not immune to the 
many challenges.  Joyfully, however, we’ve 

enjoyed the return of our parish picnic and the An-
nual Run (returning in March 2022).  We gathered 
for the volunteer appreciation meal and Sunday 
mornings are providing us with opportunities for fel-
lowship and enrichment.  Our ministries are resuming 
to nearly-normal levels – although conducted dif-
ferently in light of ongoing safety concerns.  Most of 
our parish groups are meeting in person, including a 
day of recollection for parishioners.  And we recent-
ly enjoyed a wonderful concert in the church.

Most importantly, we are delighted to see many fa-
miliar faces returning to Sunday Mass.  More folks are 
making use of the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 
Fridays.  Parish life is definitely reemerging as each 
month passes – thanks be to God!

Old and all-too-familiar challenges are also re-
emerging.  We are an aging congregation.  We are 
celebrating fewer weddings and baptisms and ex-
periencing a steady decline of participants at Mass.  

These trends were evident prior to the COVID Era.

I share these joys and challenges while commending 
parishioners and friends of St. Malachi who continue 
to make this small but mighty parish a vital presence 
in the community as we serve those who are poor, 
hungry, homeless, and marginalized.  I thank those 
who are already a part of St. Malachi and I invite 
those who may be searching to come and join us!

In the months to come, we will be engaging in a 
strategic planning process to help us prepare for our 
future.  This process will involve conversations with-
in our congregation along with neighboring parish-
es.  It will also include our friends and partners in the 
neighborhood as we look to secure a hopeful future 
for St. Malachi.  While the exact look, shape, and 
feel of this process is still being developed, it’s my 
sincere hope that the process is fruitful for us and 
those we continue to joyfully serve.

Thank you for your continued love and sup-
port for St. Malachi.  Indeed, we may be small 
but we plan to move forward with great vision! 

Moving Forward with Great Vision
Fr. Michael Gurnick

September 12th was the glorious 
day that brought together ap-
proximately 100 parishioners to 

worship together and to share food 
and laughter. The day was sunny 
and perfect for an outside event. 
The prayerful liturgy along with 
beautiful music lent itself to an en-
joyable sharing of food and friends 
of St. Malachi Parish. The outside 
venue was very accessible for all to 
reach. A perfect Sunday to begin 
the week!

Parish Picnic – We Celebrated Together
Lou Keim
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Honoring Wonderful Volunteers 
Ed Shemo

The annual St. Malachi Parish Volunteer Luncheon 
originally scheduled for March 21, 2020 was finally 
held nearly 19 months later on Saturday October 

9, 2021!! Providing services for the poor and home-
less people in our neighborhood, as well as serving as 
parish ministers, takes a lot of effort to the tune of ap-
proximately 140 volunteers throughout the year. This 
normally annual event is a small way to thank those 
volunteers for all their efforts.

This year’s event took place at the Music Box on the 
West Bank of the river sporting spectacular views of 
the Cuyahoga River and the Flats. More than 90 vol-
unteers enjoyed a brief cocktail hour and delicious 
buffet lunch on a sunny and warm afternoon. The 
camaraderie and friendship manifest itself in the 
many joyful greetings and conversations by all in at-
tendance. With Charlene on the piano, some of the 
guests began dancing the polka! All in all, the event 
was a real success, opening with a prayer and end-
ing in song with a lot of friendship shared in between!!

St. Malachi Parish rental assistance began more 
than 55 years ago when former pastor Fr. Paul Hritz 
established a fund to aid those in need. The assis-
tance focuses primarily on the W. 25th and Detroit 
neighborhood, “The Old Angle”, but assistance 
is occasionally provided to those living in nearby 
neighborhoods if the need is great. Primarily, the 
pastor made the decision based on a conversation 
with the individual. As a guideline, assistance is giv-
en once a year but, in cases of hardship, assistance 
has been provided within the year.

In February of 2020, Parish Council formed the Moth-
er Teresa Ministry consisting of four current or former 
Parish Council members dedicated to the mission of 
St. Malachi – “Eucharistic People, United in Prayer, 
Welcoming to All, Serving the Poor”. Judy Stowe is 
the lead person for the Ministry and the other three 
members serve one-year terms. Currently, the minis-
try team members are John Paul Stephens, Deacon 
Leo Bistak, and Heather Gerheim.

The person making the request may be timid, lacking 
self-esteem, and desperate for help. The purpose is 
to help people who are down and out and to assist 
the pastor and parish staff in determining need. The 
committee reviews the application, contacts the 
individual, and interviews them to determine their 
financial need. The committee does the research 
and contacts other agencies who have helped the 
individual in the past. They try to assist the person 
to find a solution to their problem if possible. When 
able, they refer the person to community services 
that are available. The committee’s recommenda-
tion to the pastor may grant the entire amount, a 
portion of the amount, or deny the request.

Historically, a discretionary limit of $1,000 a month 
was to be distributed. Prior to 2021, the parish was 
able to maintain this limit. However, once the rent-
al freeze was lifted, our neighbors were faced with 
back rental charges, so we provided $12,000 in rent-
al assistance in three quarters of 2021, and requests 
continue to grow.

Serving Our Neighbors In Crisis
Jeanette Shemo

“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across 
the waters to create many ripples.” – Saint Teresa of Calcutta 33



For more than 150 years, St. Malachi Parish has provided food, shelter, and 
clothing to families and individuals in crisis. We’re proud to say that this com-
munity work has been funded entirely through private donations from indi-

viduals and organizations. Because of your generosity and that of others, we’re 
able to equip those we serve to move out of poverty and toward stability. Be a 
part of serving those in crisis through supporting our most exciting event of the 
year – the 42nd running of the St. Malachi Church Run/Walk. In 2022, we are 
honored to have “Kickin it with Kenny”, Kenny Crumpton from Fox 8, return as 
our Honorary Chair! Please contact Sharon Lowe-Chapman  
(RunStMalachi@outlook.com 440-666-8699) for more 
information on sponsorship.
Did You Know?
In 10 months of 2021, our Rental Assistance 
prevented 40 evictions.

You Can Change Hearts and Lives
Through Sponsorship of the 42nd St. Malachi Church Run/Walk 
and Hooley
Sharon Lowe-Chapman

2459 Washington Ave.
Cleveland OH 44113

Celebrating More 
Than 150 Years of 
Faithful Service in 
the Old Angle!
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Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at www.FaithDirect.net/give-now/

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________
 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at StMalachi.org

Malachi Matters Winter 2021, p4

www.FaithDirect.net/give-now/
mailto:Rectory%40StMalachi.org?subject=Gift
http://StMalachi.org

	Check Box 1: Off
	Check Box 2: Off
	Check Box 3: Off
	Check Box 4: Off
	Check Box 5: Off
	Check Box 6: Off
	Check Box 7: Off
	Check Box 8: Off
	Check Box 9: Off
	Check Box 10: Off
	Check Box 11: Off
	Check Box 12: Off
	Check Box 13: Off
	Check Box 14: Off
	Check Box 15: Off
	Check Box 24: Off
	Check Box 25: Off


