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After 21 years in jail ministry, Fr. Neil Wal-
ters became the parish administrator 
of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Lorain 

and St. Francis Xavier Cabrini Parish in Elyria. 
On Saturday, June 19, St. Malachi held a 
farewell Mass and reception to honor and 
thank Fr. Neil for all he did for St. Malachi and 
wish him many blessings as he begins his new 
assignment.

With the church filled with parishioners, fam-
ily, and friends, Fr. Neil concelebrated the 
4PM Mass with Fr. Michael Gurnick, Fr. Tom 
Mahoney, Fr. Mark Reilly, Fr. Ben Jimenez, 
and Deacon Leo Bistak. His homily reflected 
on his time at the jail providing comfort, sup-
port, and healing to the inmates, his time re-
siding at St. Malachi, and his future as parish 
administrator.

Following Mass, a delicious picnic meal of 
hot dogs, hamburgers, and pulled pork was 
served to guests in the hall where everyone 
enjoyed visiting with Fr. Neil and fellow pa-
rishioners. The hall came alive with music and 
song provided by Fr. Mark Reilly, pastor of 
St. Michael’s Church on Scranton and dear 
friend of Fr. Neil’s. Joining Fr. Mark on guitar were Fr. Ben Jimenez and Parishioner Mark Laskey. Fr. Neil was very 
appreciative of all the well-wishes, gifts, and encouragement. Fr. Neil will be missed!

Farewell, Faithful Friend
Jeanette Shemo

Three weeks ago, I received two boxes of toilet-
ries from West Side Catholic Center containing 
shampoo and conditioners, body and face 

soaps, lotion, and oral care products. Two weeks 
ago, I received help at the Back Door from a vol-
unteer who helped bag them into smaller, givable 
bags. Today at the Back Door, I passed them out. So 
many of the people who received them were very 
happy, stating: “Oh, great! I ran out of shampoo 
and it’s the end of the month, and can’t buy any!” 

Some people came by just for the toiletries and not 
the food. After the Back Door closed, I passed out 
the remaining bags at Lakeview Towers and River-
view Towers. They also were very happy to have 
them as their residents don’t often have enough 
money to buy these “fancy” products. Thanks to our 
neighbors at West Side Catholic, we were able to 
make many people happy. Who would think that 
a small bottle of shampoo and conditioner would 
bring such joy? Such simplicity in God’s people.

Fruitful Discipleship
Pat Takacs
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It has been one year since the Back Door Ministry 
began serving meals five days a week (up from 
one to two days from April through June 2020 due 

to the pandemic). Bagged lunches soon turned 
into nutritious hot meals under the direction of Back 
Door Ministry Coordinator Racquel Jones. In July 
2020, around 30 visitors a day came for a hot lunch. 
Today we average 80-125 individuals depending on 
the weather. We continue to greet and serve home-
less and low-income individuals as well as families at 
the Washington Street entrance to the Parish Hall.

Monday Night Meal closed when COVID-19 struck 
but returned on June 15, 2020, serving bagged 
meals, with limited volunteer involvement, also at 
the Washington Street Entrance, only to close again 
a few weeks later. To fill the void, the Back Door Min-
istry began “Back Door Ministry Evening Supper” on 
January 18, serving a hot nutritious meal on Mon-
days. Six months later, they continue to serve supper 
to our guests and numbers continue to increase. For 
the past several months, our MNM cooks and pro-
viders of fruits and salads have been cooking and 
donating food for the Back Door suppers. We are 
grateful for their involvement in the program.

In May, over a period of several weeks, Parishio-
ner Chuck Garven MD and his nurses administered 
COVID-19 vaccinations to guests during the Back 
Door Ministry and the Back Door Ministry Evening 
Supper. We are very thankful to Dr. Garven for 
reaching out and caring for our guests.

As the number of guests increases, all continue to 
receive take-out lunches and dinners at the Wash-
ington Street entrance. No one is allowed to enter 
the hall or use the restrooms. We need more vol-
unteers to assist in meal preparation, serving, and 
clean-up: Monday-Friday 9 AM-1:30 PM, Saturday 
8:30 AM-12:30 PM, and Monday evening 4-7:30 PM. 
If you are interested, please call the Rectory.

Pat Dowd, coordinator of Monday Night Meal, says 
their goal is to return once guests are allowed to en-
ter the hall and be seated for the meal. One of the 
requirements is to make sure that the food is pro-
tected. Racquel is in the process of purchasing two 
hot/cold serving stations with sneeze guards, then 
plans will be underway to reopen with safety pro-
cedures.

Update on St. Malachi Food Ministries
Jeanette Shemo

Contact Us

Rectory@StMalachi.org 
216-861-5343

Newsletter Editor:
Newsletter@StMalachi.org

Pastoral Associate:
Stephanie.P@StMalachi.org

Bulletin:
bit.ly/MalachiBulletin

2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland OH 44113 
on W. 25th at Detroit

Learn much more about  
the Ministries at  
StMalachi.org

We are blessed to have many dona-
tions. One special one is when students 
from the schools make lunch bags for 
us to pass out. Two weeks ago, the stu-
dents from Lake Catholic decorated the 
bags in which they placed the lunches. 
One of the male recipients of a deco-
rated lunch bag told us that his bag had 
a beautiful flower decorating. He kept 
that picture in his pocket for the past 
two weeks and would look at it when he 
felt discouraged. He felt that someone, 
somewhere, thought enough of him 
to give him this flower. We ask God to 
bless these students and their service to 
those who needed spiritual uplift as well 
as physical nourishing. Continue to give 
and you will always receive. Thank You!

Spirit at the Back Door
Raquel Jones, Director
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A number of months ago we received an invi-
tation from the Community West Foundation, 
asking if we would consider offering our par-

ish to house a bronze sculpture by Canadian artist 
Timothy Schmalz. This particular statue depicts the 
Homeless Jesus, one of several pieces inspired by 
the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 25. Each of the 
donated statues is being strategically installed at lo-
cations known for works of mercy and charity. The 
hope would be to have people visit each of these 
locations as they enjoy the beautiful and inspiring 
works of art.

Staff and members of Parish Council felt this gener-
ous offer mirrors beautifully our Mission – so we want 
to make a home for the Homeless Jesus! We look 
forward to the statue’s installation, which will wel-
come parishioners and guests as they proceed to 
the main doors of our church building. The specific 

location was selected because it can be seen by 
anyone who passes St. Malachi on foot, bicycle, or 
by car.

Rome, Italy, and Cleveland, Ohio, will be the only cit-
ies where all six statues from this series are installed. 
In addition to ours, homes to the other statues are 
Old Stone Church, Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospi-
tal, Bridge CLE (formerly Family Ministry Center), The 
Refugee Response at Urban Community School, 
and Malachi House.

Be sure to check our website for the installation date 
so you and your loved ones can stop down and vis-
it this awesome addition to our parish grounds. We 
thank Community West Foundation for inviting us 
to partner with them in this unique project and for 
their continued support of our charitable programs 
and events – as we seek to live as Jesus taught: 
through worship and service to “the least …”
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Homeless Jesus Statue Finds a Home
Fr. Michael Gurnick, Parish Administrator

St. Malachi Church north side steps were re-
placed and the Church sanctuary was paint-
ed this summer due to much needed repairs. 

Both projects started at the end of June.

The sanctuary walls were water damaged and 
the paint and plaster were crumbling over many 
years. While the deterioration of the north sanc-
tuary wall was visible to everyone in church, the 
damage was extremely noticeable when watch-
ing the live-steaming Mass! Painting took four 
weeks and during this time weekend Masses were 
held in the parish hall and weekday Masses were 
celebrated at St. Patrick Church. We thank St. 
Pat’s family for their hospitality and appreciate 
the patience and understanding of our parishio-
ners and visitors during this period. Plans are un-
derway to paint the entire church over the next 
several years.

For years, the side steps have been patched and 
repaired but they finally reached a point when 
repairs were no longer working, the concrete 
was crumbling, and the steps were becoming a 
safety issue. As a result, we needed to complete-
ly replace and rebuild the stairs. In addition, the 
archway beneath the steps was reinforced and 
the top step going into the church basement re-
placed. We gather again in worship and praise. 
And thanks.

Sprucing up God’s House
Jeanette Shemo
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Great news! The Women’s Supportive Hous-
ing Program at Stella Maris has grown! On 
July 12, an expanded site opened at the 

former St. Malachi Convent. Stella Maris is fortunate 
enough to house 18 additional women at this loca-
tion and our female clients will have access to all 
the benefits of campus life. This includes the Ther-
apeutic Community, Workforce Development, the 
Cafeteria, the Onsite Gym, and other recovery ac-
tivities. “Greatest of gratitude to our neighbors at St. 
Malachi Parish for welcoming us with open arms” 
says Clinical Director Christine Robinson who has 
been an integral piece of the successful launch 
and development of this program.

Robinson expressed deep gratitude by adding, 
“[St. Malachi] generously provided welcome bags 
packed full of necessities for each of the new resi-
dents.”

Stella Maris is unique in its depth and breadth of 
recovery services. Support from the community to 
complete the capital campaign has enabled Stel-
la Maris to offer a full continuum of treatment that 
helps clients to move through all levels of care. In 
addition to core services such as detoxification, 
residential treatment, partial hospitalization, inten-
sive outpatient treatment, recovery management, 
medication-assisted treatment, and recovery hous-
ing, community support has allowed Stella Maris to 
grow its support services to increase career training 
programs, mentoring, peer-to-peer support, 12-step 
groups, and art and music therapy. With the open-

ing of the Margaret Roche Detox Center and reno-
vation of existing facilities, Stella Maris now has the 
space and capacity for families to visit their loved 
ones and participate in group therapy sessions and 
for clients to participate in individualized trauma 
therapy.

CEO Daniel Lettenberger-Klein added, “It’s a priv-
ilege to care for families and those who come 
through our doors seeking help. Stella Maris has ex-
panded to meet the needs of our community in a 
thoughtful and meaningful way. Community sup-
porters, like St. Malachi, have enabled us to provide 
safe haven and services for women. We are truly 
thankful.”

Through this welcoming environment and wrap-
around services, Stella Maris removes barriers to 
economic opportunity by helping clients find a ca-
reer and build healthy relationships. Participants 
leave Stella Maris with strengthened support sys-
tems and a recovery community they can turn to 
for support.

Information at Info@StellaMarisCleveland.com or 
216-781-0550.

Welcome to the Women of Stella Maris
Kay Vine
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You won’t want to miss the 
BIGGEST celebration of 
Irish culture in CLE in 

2021, the Halfway to St. 
Patrick’s Day Malachi 
Church Run and Walk on 
September 18! Start with 
8:00 AM Mass, followed 
by a 2- or 5- mile walk/
run that goes through 
downtown Cleveland. 
There is entertainment 
on campus, Irish danc-
ers, bagpipes, a post-race 
Hooley, and a DJ! There are 
fun selfie photo frames and a 
large photo backdrop. It is a 
great celebration of Irish culture 
with the participants dressed in Irish 
costuming! (Or not!)

Can’t be with us on September 
18 – sign up as a virtual par-

ticipant and still support the 
cause! Virtual participants 
still get the cool Malachi 
shirt and finisher medal. 
If walking or running isn’t 
your thing, come to Mass, 
volunteer, or just cheer on 
the runners and enjoy the 
entertainment! Or make a 
direct donation to the Run. 
In September there are no 

bad weather excuses not 
to get out and support those 

most in need. Don’t miss out on 
the fun.

We hope to see you in your GREEN 
glory on September 18!

The faith formation of children and youth is a top 
priority for all Catholic parishes and St. Malachi is no 
exception! The near west partner 
parishes – St. Malachi, St. Patrick, 
and St. Wendelin – had a long 
relationship with Urban Com-
munity School on Lorain Avenue 
until UCS became an indepen-
dent school in July 2019. During 
the 2019-20 school year, COVID 
hit hard and the process of de-
veloping a new relationship with 
a Catholic school in our near 
west neighborhood was stalled. 
This past spring, as we began to 
get vaccinated and re-establish 
in-person relationships, the goal 
of forming a new partnership 
with a school rose to the surface.

While a number of local schools remain options for 
families, a Catholic school strives to create a cul-
ture of encountering Jesus and His Church as chil-
dren and youth develop the connection between 
faith and life. After a process of visits, conversation, 
prayer, and discernment, St. Malachi and St. Patrick, 

with the blessing of Bishop Malesic, recently entered 
into partnership with Metro Catholic School.

Metro Catholic, with its main 
campus on West 54th Street, is a 
vibrant school community, orig-
inally established by the merger 
of schools from St. Stephen, St. 
Boniface, and St. Michael the 
Archangel. Its varied student 
population reflects well the di-
versity we experience on the 
near west side. It is, therefore, a 
good fit for our partner school. 
For example, during the 2020-21 
school year, students learned to 
pray the Sign of the Cross in five 
or six languages! The warm re-
ception we continually receive 
from Metro Catholic tells us that 

this is also a good partnership for Metro Catholic. 
While we respect and support all our families and 
their decisions regarding the education of their chil-
dren, we look forward to a strong and vibrant rela-
tionship with Metro Catholic School!

Irish Fun on the Run
Sharon Lowe-Chapman

Our Partnership with Metro Catholic School!
Stephanie Pritts

SIGN UP / DONATE / VOLUNTEER 
StMalachiChurchRun.enmotive.com

INFORMATION
StMalachiChurchRun.org 

RunStMalachi@outlook.com
440-666-8699.

Malachi Matters Fall 2021
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Did You Know?
Every single dollar counts as we strive for our 
#weGiveCatholic goal on Nov. 30

#weGiveCatholic is a 24-hour giving event that al-
lows Catholic parishes to raise awareness and funds. 
This is St. Malachi Parish’s major fundraiser for our 
critical ministries. Last year, 216 individuals donated 
more than $49,000, including a $1,500 prize for 2nd 
place in the “Small but Mighty Parish” competition. 
Your generosity and that of our Matching Donors in-
creased donations more than $26,000 over the pre-
vious year! The excitement created by our Match-
ing Donors (shown) was phenomenal.

Won’t you consider partnering with us as a Match-
ing Donor! It is a fun and exciting way to come to-
gether as one and “Give Catholic” on #Giving Tues-
day and we want you to be part of the excitement! 
As a matching donor, you impact the community 
and motivate them to participate in the giving pro-
cess and raise additional funds for St. Malachi Par-
ish ministries. As a matching donor, you can match 
donations over a certain period of time or up to a 
certain dollar level. 

You be the judge!

Whether you decide to be a matching donor or just 
contribute to #weGiveCatholic on November 30, 
we are grateful for your support of St. Malachi Par-
ish! All gifts will help us to continue our ministries of 
being a spiritual home for parishioners and a place 
for people to come for support, relief, and care in 
their everyday challenges. To be a matching donor 
or any questions, please call the Rectory.

#weGiveCatholic
Support St. Malachi Parish on November 30
Jeanette Shemo

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at FaithDirect.net or StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________
 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at StMalachi.org
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