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My husband Ed and I each grew 
up with the tradition of blessing 
Easter breakfast food on Holy 

Saturday and carried this tradition 
with us throughout our lives. When we 
moved to downtown Cleveland many 
years ago, we found that St. Patrick 
on Bridge blessed Easter food and we 
have been returning on Holy Saturday 
ever since.

COVID-19 may have interrupted our 
daily lives, but the tradition contin-
ued at St. Pat with some exceptions. 
Instead of blessing the food in the 
rectory chapel, Deacon Bill Merriman 
and Deacon Bill Staab (St. Patrick) and 
Deacon Leo Bistak (St. Malachi) stood 
out front and joined in prayer with us to 
bless our Easter breakfast food. It was a 
joyous experience. And we were hap-
py that we could continue this tradi-
tion despite the COVID-19 restrictions.

Easter Food Blessing at St. Patrick
Jeanette Shemo

The West Side Creation Care Team (WSCCT) is an 
ecumenical group of church members who pray, 
collaborate, advocate, and educate about pro-
tecting God’s creation. Several St. Malachi parish-
ioners belong to the WSCCT, along with folks from 
other West Side churches. Personally, I am amazed 
by the love, knowledge, and dedication of these 
people. Creation Care Teams were developed 
based on Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’, also 
known as Caring for Our Common Home.

We invite anyone to join our WSCCT meetings or 
future events. Events are listed in the St. Mala-
chi bulletin. For more information, contact us at 
WestSideCreationCare@gmail.com

A sampling of recent WSCCT events:

• Online prayer session for the Presidential Inau-
guration

• Outdoor Lenten Lament for Creation that fea-
tured Creation Stations of the Cross and a bon-
fire

• Online event to celebrate Earth Day

• Monthly Litter Pilgrimages that include prayers 
and fellowship as we pick up litter. St. Mala-
chi sponsored the May Pilgrimage where we 
cleaned up litter in “The Old Angle” area. St. 
Malachi Social Action Commission kindly pro-
vided a lunch afterwards.

West Side Creation Care Team
Judy Slivka
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At an April Vatican webinar on Biodiversity for Earth Day, primatologist Jane Goodall spoke: “We’ve got 
this one, beautiful, green and blue planet created by God. How is it possible that the most intellectual 
creature to ever walk on this planet is destroying its only home?”

Other than pollutants from cars and factories, did you know that 8% of total global greenhouse gas emissions 
come from the apparel and foot wear sectors (Quantis, 2018)? The fashion industry is now on track to increase 
emissions by at least 50% by year 2030, according to the Ellen MacArthur Foundation. So overall, what can we 
do about this large, overlapping problem? 

First, end this “throw away” culture that increases excessive production and consumption. Buy secondhand 
whenever possible and, when we need to buy new, research which brands are doing the least harm. Second, 
become involved in programs that increase your knowledge about the subject, then be an advocate. This 
can mean you help to form policy work, citizen campaigns online and in person, and even just talking about 
these issues in our communities. For example, the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Georgia is adapting parts of the 

Atlanta Catholic Archdiocese’s Laudato Si’ Action 
Plan for implementation in their community. The pas-
tor feels that this encyclical was not just for Catholics, 
but “…written to all people of good will of every faith 
and to those who might not profess a particular faith, 
but to every person on the planet we share.” Finally, 
pray. Prayer allows for a spiritual engagement with 
pressing ethical issues.

This is a simple prayer from the EarthBeat advocates:

All powerful God, you are present in the whole 
universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that ex-
ists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us 
with peace, that we may live as brothers and 
sisters, harming no one, or anything. Amen.

Creation Groans
Pat Takacs

Just wanted to share this brief, blessed time with 
you.

Yesterday evening I was working around the front 
of the church with two volunteers to clean out a lot 
of the ‘dead wood,’ overgrown branches, and tree 
suckers on the property. A very shabby shirtless and 
shoeless man came toward us to sit on the ledge 
near our outdoor sign. He was extremely sunburned 
around the neck and looked like he was not too 
aware of his surroundings. A few minutes after he 
sat down, he moved to the steps near the sidewalk 
– deciding to lay down.

One of the guys whom I often see in the area on 
his bike came riding by and stopped to talk to his 
‘brother’ – which was the way he addressed the 
sunburnt man. “Hey, bro, you gonna hurt yourself. 
Gotta keep that sun off ya.” The biker then pro-
ceeded to remove his shirt, get the man to put it on, 
and then rode off.

So simple and yet so profound: a black bike rider 
caring for his white brother. There was no question 
of race in the atmosphere at that moment. Just a 
deep care and concern for a fellow human being. 
God bless them both.

A “Malachi Moment”
[Editor’s note: There’s this thing that happens. We call them ‘Malachi Moments’.
Unexpected. Unheralded. Unexplainable. Sometimes even unaided. Jus’ happens.
But when it does, you just sorta flinch and your gut tells you “Yeah, this is why this place is right for you – because goodness …”
This was one of those.]

Email received from Kay:

Contact Us

Rectory@StMalachi.org 
216-861-5343

Newsletter Editor:
Newsletter@StMalachi.org

Pastoral Associate:
Stephanie.P@StMalachi.org

Bulletin:
bit.ly/MalachiBulletin

2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland OH 44113 
on W. 25th at Detroit

Learn much more about the Ministries at  
StMalachi.org2

https://twitter.com/stmalachiparish?lang=en
http://bit.ly/StMalachiOnYouTube
https://www.facebook.com/StMalachiParish/
http://instagram.com/StMalachiParish
mailto:Rectory%40StMalachi.org?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:Newsletter%40StMalachi.org?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry%20
mailto:Stephanie.P%40StMalachi.org?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
http://bit.ly/MalachiBulletin
http://StMalachi.org/


Malachi Matters Summer 2021

Did you know? Stella Maris and St. Malachi 
Parish share a long history. At a time when 
newspapers described alcoholics as “drunks”, 

“derelict and debauched”, and “skid row bums”, 
Fr. Otis Winchester, Assistant Pastor of St. Malachi, 
along with “a salesman, a stationary engineer, a 
tugboatman, an iron worker and a furniture deal-
er” (Cleveland Plain Dealer, July 11, 1948) formed 
a nonprofit organization named Stella Maris (Star 
of the Sea) on May 10, 1948. Its first location was in 
an old house on Winslow Avenue before moving up 
the hill to Washington Avenue where it is today. The 
doors formally opened on November 16, 1948.

Stella Maris became the first independent reha-
bilitation center and halfway house in Cuyahoga 
County to help men among the “poorest of the 
poor” take their first steps in recovery 
from alcoholism. Most of the co-found-
ers were members of a relatively new or-
ganization, Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), 
who recognized a need for those men in 
Cleveland for housing, health care, and 
a support network for their journey.

In their Mission Statement, Stella Maris 
has always offered detox and treatment 
to anyone “regardless of ability to pay.”

Over time the “guys” from Stella Maris 
were woven into the fabric of St. Malachi. 
Former St. Malachi Parish/Community of 
St. Malachi Pastor Fr. Paul Hritz served on 
their Board. Among the help they of-
fered were snow shoveling around the 
St. Malachi grounds and helping parish-
ioners with delivery of more than 200 fruit 
baskets to nearby Lakeview residents at 
Christmas time. Many staff and residents 
have attended Samaritan Ministry work-
shops and AA “Old Angle” meetings at 
St. Malachi Hall.

Seventy-three years later, Stella Maris 
and St. Malachi Parish now come to-
gether again to begin a new endeav-
or. In the spirit of the St. Malachi Mission 
to serve those in need, this summer will 
mark the opening of the Stella Maris 
Women’s Supportive Housing Program in 
the former Ursuline convent at the east 
end of the church.

Women in recovery will live there for 
some time while developing various life 

skills to maintain their sobriety.

An August 3, 1946, Cleveland Press article entitled 
“Little Disturbs Tranquil St. Malachi Village” pub-
lished an interview with Fr. Winchester just before the 
‘new’ church was finished. “This little parish is very 
close to our hearts,” he said. ... “Whatever happens 
(in the future) the spirit of courage and progress of 
the very old little community will live in the city that 
surrounds it.”

It does take a village. St. Malachi and Stella Maris 
bear witness to this in their ever-broadening vision to 
support those in need. We pray that both continue 
for many, many years.
(Sources: Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, Cleveland Press)

Threads of History Bring Us Together
Kay Vine
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Did You Know?
Our Convent housed Ursuline Nuns 1869-2019 
and is now Stella Maris’s home to 17 women 
in recovery.  The house will again be filled with 
courageous women!

When we could not host our annual Run, Cleveland-
ers rallied in support of our ministries through our food 
drive. We collected 6,056 food items and $2,095 in 
cash! THANK YOU to Channels 5 and 19, Achilles 
Running Shops, Ritchies Sporting Goods, Second 
Sole of Lakewood, the runners, and individuals from 
the community at large who came out in full force 
to meet the needs of our less fortunate friends on 
the Near West Side of CLE.

In Spite of No Race, March Was Busy for the Irish!
Sharon Lowe-Chapman

Based on predictions from scientists, this Fall will 
be time for gatherings of parishioners and oth-
ers!!

Annual Picnic September 12
Church Run September 18
Volunteer Luncheon October 9

Additional information on each event will be 
forthcoming. It has been forever since we have 
enjoyed each others’ company. Be safe; be 
well; look forward to September!

Fall Season Promises Gatherings
Lou Keim

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at FaithDirect.net or StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________
 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at StMalachi.org
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http://www.FaithDirect.net
http://www.stmalachi.org/donations/
mailto:Rectory%40StMalachi.org?subject=Gift
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