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As people are vaccinated, the birds begin to 
sing (even though we cannot), and the grass 
pokes up out of hiding, this much we know for 

sure: we WILL celebrate Easter IN CHURCH!

We also know that some of our traditional Holy Week 
rituals will be eliminated or adapted, according to 
Diocesan COVID-19 safety protocols, so although it 
may not look the same, our hearts remain hopeful 
and ready to celebrate.

Our Palm Sunday liturgies are traditionally highlight-
ed by a solemn procession with palms and a sacred 
art presentation with the proclamation of the Pas-
sion.

In the days preceding Holy Week, there may be 
other online opportunities for prayer and enrich-
ment. Those will be posted on our website and in 
our bulletin.

Passion According to St. Mark 
online by Sat 3/27 
bit.ly/StMalachi21Passion

Palm Sunday Mass
Sat 3/2 4 PM
Sun 3/28 10 AM

Holy Thursday - Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Thurs 4/1, 7:30 PM

Good Friday
Fri 4/2 
• Stations of the Cross: 12 PM 
• Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion: 3 PM

Easter Vigil
Sat 4/3 8:30 PM

Easter Joyful Celebration
Sun 4/4 10 AM

Holy Week and Easter 2021 at St. Malachi
Charlene McElwee, Music/Liturgical Minister

As a parish, we look forward to 
coming together and celebrating 
these events.

• 9/12 Parish Picnic

• 9/18 Annual St. Malachi Church 
Run

• 10/9 Annual Volunteer Luncheon

Please mark your calendars so we 
will be able to participate or enjoy 
together!!!!  It has been a trying time 
for all; we deserve to have fun times 
to look forward to once again!!!!

Additional info will be 
forthcoming.

Fun Days 
Ahead!!!!
Lou Keim
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Due to health concerns, some individuals in our 
community remain unable to attend Mass in 
person, understandably. We now Livestream 

our Sunday Mass online at 10 AM ET!  The broadcast 
is run by volunteers and made available via our You-
Tube Channel for viewing live or at any time!  See   
bit.ly/StMalachiOnYouTube

Attending Mass online invites you to participate in a 
new way. It’s exciting to see the number of viewers 
grow each week!  Our Christmas services had the 
highest number of viewers so far. And we’ve also 
been able to broadcast funerals and weddings. We 
invite you to be “with” us, even when you cannot be 
physically with us!

Catholics have been practicing “Spiritual 
Communion” since the Middle Ages. This 
teaching, attributed to St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, involves praying with your desire for 
the Eucharist, when you cannot receive 
communion physically.

So, how can you fully participate from 
home?  First, choose a viewing spot that 
allows you to sit, stand, or kneel as you 
can. To make your environment more 
church-like, light a candle, display a cru-
cifix or icon, or read from your own Bible 
during Mass. Most importantly, resist the 
temptation to multi-task. I keep a small 
notebook on my coffee table to jot down 
memorable points from the homily or 
readings. Our music has always made our 
Masses extra special, and at home there’s 
no health risk to singing loudly!

We are eager for one or two volunteers 
who could help with livestreaming. Vol-
unteers must be tech-savvy; previous 
videography experience is a plus but not 
essential. Contact the Parish Office to vol-
unteer.

Technology: Making the Most of a Pandemic
Carrie Sekerak  (Parish Council Communications Commission)

In Joan Chittister’s writings, “Lent 2021: To Live 
Anew”, she invites us to look at Lent from a bibli-
cal perspective. Joel 2:12-18 asks the people to re-

pent, but not through the ritual sacrifice in the tem-
ple, or the rending of their physical garments, but to 
“Rend your hearts and not your clothing.”

Joan goes on to say: “Lent is about becoming, do-
ing and changing whatever it is that is blocking the 
fullness of life in us right now. Lent is a summons to live 
anew. When we ‘rend our hearts’ we break them 
open to things that we are refusing to even consid-
er.”  She lists unconsidered things such as spending 
more time with family, reading good books, exercis-
ing, and renewing spiritual practices like memoriz-
ing Psalms, repenting of harsh judgments made in 

haste, or opening the doors of our hearts to what 
God is calling us to do.

Further, Joan states: “Lent is the time to let life in 
again, to rebuild the worlds we’ve allowed to go 
sterile. We must sacrifice the pride, sloth, or listless-
ness that blocks us from beginning again. Then, 
God will pour into our hearts the life we know down 
deep that we are lacking.”  To guide our walk, she 
suggests we ask: “What doors of your heart do you 
need to open to live a fuller, holier life?  What might 
be the worlds you may have allowed to go sterile in 
your life?  Can you pick one to devote yourself to 
during this Lenten season as a way to grow into a 
more full human being?”  Let us grow together!

Approach to Lent
Pat Takacs
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More than a year ago, St. Malachi Parish purchased 
ParishSOFT, a database program that maintains our 
parishioner information, donations, as well as re-
port-writing capabilities. This fall, we purchased Par-
ishCast, a companion to ParishSOFT, which allows 
us to communicate with parishioners, supporters, or 
specific groups – via email or text. We can send par-
ish-wide communications at any time. There is no 
limit to the number of email recipients who can be 
contacted with a message.

During the past few months, this made it possible 
for us to send out important messages such as the 

#weGiveCatholic donation emails plus messages 
from Fr. Gurnick and staff regarding special events, 
activities, and updated parish information.

ParishCast has enhanced our communication ca-
pabilities and made it easier than ever to commu-
nicate important information. So, if you receive an 
email from NoReply@MyParishCast.com, do not de-
lete it, READ it!  It is from St. Malachi Parish.

St. Malachi Upgrades Communication with 
Parishioners
Jeanette Shemo, Administrative Manager

Typically, at this time of the year, St. Malachi is pre-
paring to welcome 4,000 people to our campus 
to walk, run, and celebrate Irish culture.  The cel-

ebration is still on, only this year instead of one event 
we are tripling our celebrations!  Due to COVID-19 we 
are pushing our annual run/walk to September 18, 
2021 and hosting the historic Halfway to St. Patrick’s 

Day St. Malachi Church Run.  Why is it historic?  In 41 
years of having this event, it has never been held in 
September.  The run/walk will look exactly like previ-
ous March events sans the cold temperatures.  So no 
bad weather excuses to not get out and to run 
or walk two or five miles to support those most 
in need.

The Run to Support the Ministries 
Part 1: St. Patrick’s Day Has Moved?
Sharon Chapman, Race Director

Thanks to our generous supporters, we surpassed 
our goal of $25,000!  $48,699 was raised on #we-
GiveCatholic giving day to support our Parish 

Ministries.  This includes $1,500 for second place in 
the “small but mighty parish” category (220 do-
nors)!  We are grateful to our Matching Donors who 
made the day extra exciting: Onix Networking, 
Steve Switaj, Fred & Karen Kappus, CGB Tech Solu-
tions, and an anonymous donor!  Special thanks to 
Chairperson Nadge Herceg and her team – Lou 
Keim, Carrie Sekarek, and Jeanette Shemo.

#weGiveCatholic
Surpasses Goal to Support Parish 
Ministries 
Jeanette Shemo

Contact Us

Rectory@StMalachi.org 
216-861-5343

Newsletter Editor:
Newsletter@StMalachi.org

Pastoral Associate:
Stephanie.P@StMalachi.org

Bulletin:
bit.ly/MalachiBulletin

2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland OH 44113 
on W. 25th at Detroit

Learn much more about the Ministries at  
StMalachi.org
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On our traditional March 13 race day, we will 
be holding a drive-thru food drive between 
11:00 AM and 2:00 PM at church.  We also 

have drop-off locations between now and March 13 
at Achilles Running Shops in Willoughby and Cleve-
land Heights, Ritchie’s Sporting Goods in Tallmadge, 
and Second Sole in Lakewood.

We have left 2020 and entered 2021 with a cal-
endar of better days and fun gatherings ahead.

Many of our favorite events have been can-
celled; let us reflect on those things that are not 
cancelled.

Prayer is not cancelled
Love is not cancelled
Mercy is not cancelled
Families have not been cancelled
Kindness is not cancelled
Friendships have not been cancelled
Frontline workers have not been cancelled
Hunger centers have not been cancelled
Grocery stores have not been cancelled
Faith is not cancelled
God’s support is not cancelled

...to name a few! As we transition through this 
time we pray:

One day at a time, sweet Jesus
That is all that I ask of You.
Lord, help me today.
Show me the way.
One day at a time.

Prayer reflection: Artijaisnghani

The Run to Support the 
Ministries 
Part 2: Want to support our ministries a little 
sooner? You CAN!
Sharon Chapman

...not canceled
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Since April 2020, the Back Door Ministry has suc-
cessfully served our guests hot, nutritious meals 
and bagged lunches at the entrance of the 

school hall – maintaining safety for both guests and 
volunteers, Monday thru Saturday.

Last summer, Monday Night Meal suspended op-
erations due to COVID-19. Racquel, our Back Door 
Ministry Coordinator, saw the need to provide an 
evening meal to our less fortunate neighbors de-
spite the pandemic. On January 18, Back Door 
Ministry Evening Supper launched, maintaining the 
same safety measures. We currently serve about 70 
individuals on average from 5-7 PM. Each receives 
a hot, well-rounded, nutritious meal and a bagged 
lunch to take with them. Recently they enjoyed BBQ 
chicken, baked beans, and coleslaw!

The Back Door Ministry Evening Supper is receiving 
great support from parishioners and Monday Night 
Meal cooks and donors who are providing trays of 
hot food, fruits, and vegetables. Racquel is grate-
ful for all the volunteers who assist with the meals. 
Due to many donations, we can also distribute care 
packages to our guests each week that include 
such items has NEW hats, scarves, gloves, long un-
derwear, and toiletries. Recently, a donation of new 
sleeping bags were distributed at random to those 
struggling to live under the bridges.

Our guests told Racquel that when Monday Night 
Meal closed, they felt alone. They said that they de-
pend on St. Malachi and are grateful that St. Mala-
chi is again serving an evening supper. The support 
of our donors ensures that the Back Door Ministry will 
never abandon them.

Back Door Ministry 
Monday Evening Suppers
Jeanette Shemo

Can’t run on St. Patrick’s Day?  That’s okay 
– choose the March date that works best 
for you.  We encourage you to rally your 

family and friends near and far to run in support 
of St. Malachi’s Ministries.  For every participant 
who registers at our specific URL link, EnMotive 
will donate $10.  Register today at:

http://bit.ly/MalachiShamrock21

If you have any questions, email Race Director 
Sharon Chapman at: 
RunStMalachi@outlook.com

The Run to Support the Ministries 
Part 3: On Your Mark.  Get Set.  GO GREEN!  (well, virtually!)
Sharon Chapman

5

http://bit.ly/MalachiShamrock21
mailto:RunStMalachi@outlook.com


Did You Know?
God makes house calls?  Well, of course you knew.

But every Sunday, if you can’t get to church,

church comes to you:

10 AM Mass -- livestreamed or on demand

bit.ly/StMalachiOnYouTube

Christmas 2020 was unique. Although we had 
planned a warm and welcoming community meal 
on Christmas day, even having set up the big round 
tables with proper distancing, it still wasn’t to be. 
Due to Health Department recommendations, we 
needed to continue to hand out food-to-go while 
maintaining safe distancing for the community 
members as well as the volunteers.

For four days prior, the hall was bustling with volun-
teers filling large gift bags divided into women’s, 
men’s, and children’s bags. They contained person-
al care items, new hats, gloves, scarves, plenty of 
hand warmers, and a special gift. We just needed 
more socks. The West Side Catholic Center was kind 
enough to give us a big box of warm and comfort-
able socks to add to each gift bag, as well as two 
boxes of personal care items.

Warmers were set up on a big serving table Christ-
mas morning and contained food that had been 
prepared by volunteers and Raquel, Director of the 
Back Door. The meal consisted of hush puppies, 
crab cakes, ham, sausage, fried potatoes, mashed 

potatoes, grits, and homemade biscuits, as well as 
four kinds of drinks. New, warm coats and hood-
ies were also available. Father Gurnick led us all in 
prayer as we started to serve what each person 
chose to eat. This day was very blessed!

Having a lot of personal items left the next week, in 
a spirit of community toward Lakeview Tower and 
Riverview Towers, we individually bagged them up, 
adding a pair of socks to each bag, and gave them 
to the managers at these high rises. They were so 
appreciative as the elders needed these products 
at the end of the month. We sincerely thank all of 
the kind volunteers and donors who helped make 
this giving day possible. Bless Everyone!

A Blessed Christmas at the Back Door
Pat Takacs

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at FaithDirect.net or StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________
 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at StMalachi.org
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