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In the world of marketing, the “Christmas creep” 
began long before Halloween. The dollar stores 
have been bursting with twinkle lights and glittery 

decor for weeks. Online merchants are urging us to 
shop early and plan far in advance for on time gift 
delivery in consideration of these uncertain times.

In the Church, the celebration of Our Savior’s birth 
has never been confined to just one day and ar-
rives right on time whether we’re ready or not! 
Our “getting ready” time begins with the season 
of Advent: four weeks of wait-
ing, preparation, and joyful 
expectation. In addition to our 
regular Mass schedule and the 
daily meditation booklet from 
The Word Among Us, we hope 
to offer some video messages 
and virtual prayer experiences 
for Advent.

The church celebrates Christ-
mas for an entire season of ap-
proximately twelve days, de-
pending on the Liturgical year. 
We expect to be operating un-
der the pandemic restrictions 
currently in place and the dis-
pensation of the obligation to 

attend Mass remains in effect, so we will celebrate 
the entire Christmas weekend from Thursday, De-
cember 24 to Sunday, December 27 and continue 
celebrating the rest of the week at our daily Mass-
es at St. Patrick and St. Malachi. Our traditions of a 
beautiful church environment and music will contin-
ue throughout the season. Come worship anytime 
between Thursday, December 24 to Sunday, Janu-
ary 3, the Feast of the Epiphany, as we plan festive 
liturgies for the (almost) twelve days of Christmas.

Christmas is Not Just a Day, It’s a Season
Charlene McElwee, Music/Liturgical Minister
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Despite COVID-19, St. Malachi parishioners and vol-
unteers will be bringing cheer to our neighbors at 
Lakeview Tower Apartments on Sunday, Decem-
ber 13 by delivering fruit baskets to each household 
while observing social distancing and wearing face 
masks.

This unique St. Malachi tradition is a memorable op-
portunity for families and individuals to share a gift 
and a smile with our neighbors during the Christmas 
Season. While we may take for granted a nice juicy 
piece of fruit, many of these residents do not have 
the funds to purchase fresh fruit.

If you would like to participate in this event, contact 
Jeff Barbalics (216-426-5272, jbarbalics@csinc.com) 
or Linda Kennard (216-661-7130, linken22@yahoo.
com).

St. Malachi Parishioners Deliver Christmas Fruit 
Baskets to our Neighbors
Jeanette Shemo

2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland OH 44113 
      On W. 25th at Detroit

Last March, Faith Formation programs for all ages 
came to a grinding halt. Parish School of Religion 
(PSR), Sacramental Preparation, and Adult Faith 

Sharing stopped abruptly. Couples cancelled their 
weddings. Time passed. We needed to re-envision 
parish life. And our God was breathing inspiration for 
new ways to minister. The fruit of prayer, conversation, 
and planning is now evident here.

St. Malachi and St. Patrick had combined PSR pro-
grams in Fall 2019 and ran traditional, grade-level PSR 
through March 2020. COVID-19 ended this model. 
What next?

Two new PSR models have emerged. Our Hybrid 
Group meets twice monthly in the Upper Hall at St 
Pat’s Club Building. Families—who renamed the 
space the PSR Upper Room, the place where Jesus 
comes to His disciples—gather at well-spaced Fam-
ily Tables. There, we celebrate Mass with Fr. Gurnick 
at an altar set up on stage; parents complete PSR 
lessons with children and share take-a-ways; PreK-
Grade 7 students create art work that decorates the 

walls; we open our gatherings with music and dance 
because we cannot sing; and we celebrate All Saints 
Day with children dressed as favorite saints, while an-
ticipating St. Nick’s Day for Advent preparation and 
service in the spirit of Bishop Nicholas. On off-weeks, 
parents complete lessons at home with their children 
utilizing a Family Catechesis program.

Other families joined the Homeschool Group and 
complete lessons at home using the same curriculum. 
Some connect online with other families at specified 
“PSR time” to form a small faith community. Families 
send pictures of student work to Family Catechists 
who accompany and encourage parents, answer 
questions, and keep track of completed lessons. Ini-
tial reactions point to continuing this new way. Some-
thing beautiful has been born out of the pandemic!

Meanwhile, couples are celebrating weddings with-
in a prayerful intimate church gathering rather than 
a packed reception hall. Baptisms are celebrated in 
small family groups. Adults from a range of suburbs are 
sharing faith with online Bible Studies from FORMED, 

COVID Calls for Creative Approach to Faith 
Formation and Sacramental Celebration
Stephanie Pritts, Pastoral Associate
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This pandemic has been trying for everyone. That 
includes St. Malachi’s beloved food programs. They 
closed in March to comply with state public health 
regulations.

While they were shut down, the decision was made 
to move the Back Door Ministry out of the recto-
ry. After the kitchen and storage areas in the Hall 
were emptied and cleaned, and the Hall itself was 
cleaned and revived, the Back Door began oper-
ating out of the Washington Ave. entrance to the 
Hall. Now all food programs will be operated out of 
the same space, use the same kitchen, and share 
the food storage areas. Racquel Jones, the Manag-
er of the Back Door Ministry, took on the addition-
al responsibility of coordination of the Hall and its 
kitchen and storage areas. Recently the Back Door 
Ministry went back to operating six days a week to 
support our neighbors.

When closures were cancelled, Monday Night Meal 
re-opened very carefully. They handed out pack-
ages of sandwiches and fruit. The initial draw was 

small. Only 30-40 people were coming each week 
for dinners. The plan now is to close until after Labor 
Day and have a grand reopening to let the whole 
neighborhood know we are here to serve.

I am writing this because Fr. Gurnick asked me to 
serve as the Parish Council liaison. I am happy to re-
port that there is a terrific sense of cooperation be-
tween the two programs. I will be meeting with them 
in the next few weeks to discuss concrete ways that 
Council and Parishioners can get involved in sup-
porting these outreach programs. We want to re-
new the sense of ownership among all parishioners 
for these vital ministries.

Please continue to pray for the leaders and volun-
teers of MNM and BDM as they try to rebuild these 
wonderful programs. And please let me know 
(pclearyburns@gmail.com) if there is any way that 
you would like to be involved. In particular, we need 
a member of the Parish to join the leadership of 
Monday Night Meal.

MNM and the Back Door Ministry Retooling

One of the goals of the St. Malachi Church 
Run is to expand their Youth Diversity pro-
gram.  For 2020, 330 youth had signed up 

to participate, an increase of 80.  Recently, partic-
ipating school Douglas MacArthur Girls Leadership 
Academy hosted their “2020 Virtual 2-Mile St. Mala-
chi Church Run” in the Metropark’s Rocky River Res-
ervation.

In the first time the girls were together since the shut-
down in March, sixteen girls excelled.  After the run 
they received their shirts and medals.  Great job 
girls!

We appreciate their efforts and tenacity, especially 
since they have not been able to train.  We believe 
this shows how our Run is so much more than just a 
fundraiser.  It really speaks to the breadth of Mala-
chi Ministries.

The Run Fosters Youth Diversity

Malachi Matters Winter 2020
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Update your Calendars!
St. Malachi Annual Picnic 
Metroparks West Creek Reservation in Parma 
Keystone Shelter 

September 12, 2021 at 11am 

 
Volunteer Luncheon 
Music Box 
October 9, 2021

2459 Washington Ave.
Cleveland OH 44113

Celebrating More 
Than 150 Years of 
Faithful Service in 
the Old Angle!

Malachi Matters Spring 2020

#weGiveCatholic is a one-day giving event that pro-
vides Catholic parishes such as St. Malachi the oppor-
tunity to raise awareness and funds. This year #we-
GiveCatholic will be held on December 1st and will 
be St. Malachi Parish’s fifth year participating in the 
event. It has become a major fundraiser for our min-
istries. Last year, 140 individuals donated more than 
$23,000 for supporting our work. It is a fun and exciting 
way to come together as one and “Give Catholic” on 
Giving Tuesday and we want you to be part of the ex-
citement!  #weGiveCatholic is a 24-hour event, mid-
night-midnight December 1st.

Online at https://StMalachi.org 

• Click on the #weGiveCatholic link. You will be re-
directed to us on the #weGiveCatholic website.

Cash or checks

• Place in the collection basket or mail before 
December 1. Payable to St. Malachi Parish with 
#weGiveCatholic on the memo line or envelope.

Credit Cards

• Call 216-861-5343 or stop by the Rectory to make 
your donation, on or before December 1. We ac-
cept MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and Amex.

How You Can Help

• Mark it on your calendar and plan to give.

• Share with family and friends about St. Malachi’s ministries and invite them to give.

• Share on social media (Facebook, emails, etc.)

#weGiveCatholic
Support St. Malachi Parish Ministries: Midnight to Midnight, December 1, 2020

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at www.FaithDirect.net or www.StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________

 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.
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