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As the coronavirus was just beginning to im-
pact our country, we found ourselves seem-
ingly sprinting through the developments of 

each day. Even after ceasing normal operations 
and activities, we continued to spring daily as we 
attempted to feed hungry mouths and care for 
homeless people. Even these sprints ceased as we 
realized we no longer had the stamina nor speed to 
continue the race with COVID-19.

However, with the resuming of our public liturgies 
since late May, our worship has been modified so 
safety and prayerfulness are ensured. A number of 
other exciting developments are now taking shape 
as we find ourselves in a long marathon, needing 
to carefully pace ourselves with no immediate vac-
cination in sight. Life continues in this new manner 
and our parish family is finding our way with creative 
ideas and procedures. Our goal is to keep a strong 
balance between safety and warm hospitality.

For example, the Back Door Ministry is now housed 
in the lower hall and kitchen of our former school. 
With ample space for social distancing, the BDM is 
finding ways to creatively serve the hungry. Mon-
day Night Meal will start up again at some point af-
ter Labor Day. We continue to work with Malachi 
Center and we welcome Stella Maris as they move 
forward with preparing the former convent building 
for their program for women.

Sunday Mornings have started up again outdoors 
after Sunday Mass, while Wednesday evening study 
remains virtual for the time being. Faith Formation 
for our young people is shaping up and we have 
been working with our PSR families for an exciting 
and creative year.

We celebrated Confirmation in August here at St. 
Malachi and weddings and funerals are adapting 
to the “new normal” during this unique chapter in 
our parish history. What stories our young people 
and our couples will have to share with their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

With nothing to stop us, many leaders continue to 
plan for future events and annual gatherings. From 
picnics and appreciation meals to our Annual Run 
and other fundraisers, our parishioners remain hope-
ful and committed. And new ideas and opportuni-
ties continue to surface.

In fact, we all have some interesting stories to share 
during our marathon with COVID. I invite everyone 
to write down some of your experiences, especially 
how it relates to your life as a Catholic and parish-
ioner of St. Malachi during this time of pandemic. It 
may offer future generations great insight as to how 
the Church, especially our parish, not only worked 
to endure this historical moment but to thrive as we 
continue to run the race. May we be remembered 
as good and faithful servants as we continue to joy-
fully live out the Gospel each and every day.

St. Malachi continues to thank our parishioners and 
friends who support our efforts of providing care 
for those most in need. Your generosity makes it all 
happen and we are grateful!

Parish Life During COVID
From Sprint to Marathon Mode
Fr. Michael Gurnick
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Face masks and physical distancing in St. Mala-
chi Church on Sunday, June 14 did not diminish 
the joy of celebrating the Sacraments of Initia-

tion with our Catechumens and Candidates for full 
communion in the Catholic Church. God bestowed 
His sacramental Grace on His beloved daughters 
and sons during a beautiful liturgy concelebrated 
by our Administrator, Fr. Gurnick, and Fr. Hollis, a se-
nior priest from St. Patrick. While the mechanics of 
the sacraments were individualized for safety and 
hygiene, the love bestowed by Father, Son, and 
Spirit were not dimmed or diminished. And thanks to 
our hospitality ministers, a physically distanced out-
door reception provided fellowship and a treat as 
we shared our joy!

The RCIA group met online after sacramental re-
ception for a period called Mystagogy, entering 
into God’s mystery. Finally, they met in person, out-
side at St. Patrick. Participants shared how weekly 
sessions over most of a year, culminating in sacra-

mental reception, affected them.

Comments such as these were shared:  this was 
very special, intimate;  I felt new after Baptism;  the 
Church’s liturgy is beautiful because God shows up 
and gives Himself;  Easter is like New Year’s Eve;  it 
was intimate and calm, a celebration with Jesus;  
I had a sense of wholeness;  our relationship as a 
couple is stronger, closer;  going to church is more 
meaningful now;  desire for communion is still here, 
and that’s a blessing;  it felt like somewhere I’d been 
before, comfortable and warm;  God had me in the 
Palm of His Hand;  it was a reunion.

Comments expressed the interior movement we 
pray our neophytes will continue to experience and 
share as Catholic disciples. Group leader Stephanie 
Pritts declares that the joy she experiences in jour-
neying with each group is at least as significant for 
her as for each new Catholic.

Congratulations and prayers to all!

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
Joyful Sacramental Reception
Pat Takacs, with Stephanie Pritts

Learn much more about the Ministries at www.StMalachi.org

Follow the call and join us on the journey of the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults. RCIA is offered for any-
one who feels called to the Catholic Faith.

God calls us in many different ways. No matter what 
a person’s reason for becoming Catholic, the Church 
prays that when God calls, a person responds.

We become Catholic by learning, praying, living as 
Catholics do. One of the missions of the Catholic 
Church is to help people respond to God’s call by 
walking with those who desire the Catholic way of 
life. The process of initiation is embodied in the RCIA.

Who are they?

The people coming into the RCIA process are ei-
ther adults or children over seven years of age who 
have never been baptized, or those who have been 
baptized in other Christian denominations but whose 
baptism is recognized as valid in the Catholic Church. 
Also, there are those who come through the process 
who were baptized in the Catholic Church but have 
never learned or practiced their faith, having not re-
ceived the sacraments of confirmation and/or Eu-
charist.

Seeking information does not require a commitment. 
If you are interested in speaking about your experi-
ence of God and His call, please contact Kathy Wad-
owick at St. Patrick (216-631-6872) or Stephanie Pritts 
at St. Malachi (216-861-5343). We welcome you!

Do You Suspect The Lord Is Calling?
Stephanie Pritts

Is the Lord calling you to the living waters of Baptism or the Bread of Life offered at the altar?  Are you interest-
ed in knowing more about the Catholic way of life?  Of entering into the Mystery?
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This pandemic has been trying for everyone. That 
includes St. Malachi’s beloved food programs. They 
closed in March to comply with state public health 
regulations.

While they were shut down, the decision was made 
to move the Back Door Ministry out of the recto-
ry. After the kitchen and storage areas in the Hall 
were emptied and cleaned, and the Hall itself was 
cleaned and revived, the Back Door began oper-
ating out of the Washington Ave. entrance to the 
Hall. Now all food programs will be operated out of 
the same space, use the same kitchen, and share 
the food storage areas. Racquel Jones, the Manag-
er of the Back Door Ministry, took on the addition-
al responsibility of coordination of the Hall and its 
kitchen and storage areas. Recently the Back Door 
Ministry went back to operating six days a week to 
support our neighbors.

When closures were cancelled, Monday Night Meal 
re-opened very carefully. They handed out pack-
ages of sandwiches and fruit. The initial draw was 

small. Only 30-40 people were coming each week 
for dinners. The plan now is to close until after Labor 
Day and have a grand reopening to let the whole 
neighborhood know we are here to serve.

I am writing this because Fr. Gurnick asked me to 
serve as the Parish Council liaison. I am happy to re-
port that there is a terrific sense of cooperation be-
tween the two programs. I will be meeting with them 
in the next few weeks to discuss concrete ways that 
Council and Parishioners can get involved in sup-
porting these outreach programs. We want to re-
new the sense of ownership among all parishioners 
for these vital ministries.

Please continue to pray for the leaders and volun-
teers of MNM and BDM as they try to rebuild these 
wonderful programs. And please let me know 
(pclearyburns@gmail.com) if there is any way that 
you would like to be involved. In particular, we 
need a member of the Parish to join the leadership 
of Monday Night Meal.

MNM and the Back Door Ministry Retooling
Patrick Cleary-Burns

Early in July, the Back Door resumed a full sched-
ule of service from the hall in the school. Hot 
meals are served Monday to Friday from 10 AM 

until 1 PM, out of the Washington 
Street Door. There will be a warm 
breakfast served every Saturday 
from 9 AM until noon in special 
take-out containers.

Due to health precautions and 
safety at this time, this will be the 
schedule for the rest of the year. 
We are able to maintain six feet of 
social distancing, serving closed 
containers on a table. A staff 
member, wearing a mask, sets 
the meal down and moves back 
through the door. Participants 
then approach the table to pick 
up their meal. The Guardian An-
gels are in attendance to main-
tain safety and order, assuring 
that the rules are followed while 
feeding everyone who comes for a meal.

So far, this process has been working, with just a few 
reminders to the participants about safe distancing. 
Monday Night Meal will continue, coordinated by 

Pat Dowd, parishioner of St. Mal-
achi Parish. An ad hoc commit-
tee has been formed and is led 
by Patrick Cleary-Burns, a Parish 
Council liaison.

We will still accept food donations 
but on a limited basis. Please call 
the parish and ask to speak to, or 
leave a message for, the Direc-
tor of Hall Services. She will call 
back to explain what food items 
are needed, as well as set up an 
appointment for drop-off of these 
agreed-upon items. Cash dona-
tions are still very appreciated. 
Raquel is extending her thanks for 
all of your kindness and generos-
ity over the past years. She looks 
forward to continuing a good re-

lationship with all of you. God Bless You All as you 
have all blessed us!

Back Door Resumes Full Schedule
From an interview with Raquel, Director of Hall Services
Pat Takacs
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Update your Calendars!
St. Malachi Annual Picnic 
Metroparks West Creek Reservation in Parma 
Keystone Shelter 
September 12, 2021 at 11am 
 
Volunteer Luncheon 
Music Box 
October 9, 2021

2459 Washington Ave.
Cleveland OH 44113

Celebrating More 
Than 150 Years of 
Faithful Service in 
the Old Angle!

Malachi Matters Spring 2020

#weGiveCatholic is a one-day giving event that pro-
vides Catholic parishes such as St. Malachi the oppor-
tunity to raise awareness and funds. This year #we-
GiveCatholic will be held on December 1st and will 
be St. Malachi Parish’s fifth year participating in the 
event. It has become a major fundraiser for our min-
istries. Last year, 140 individuals donated more than 
$23,000 for supporting our work. It is a fun and exciting 
way to come together as one and “Give Catholic” on 
Giving Tuesday and we want you to be part of the ex-
citement!  #weGiveCatholic is a 24-hour event, mid-
night-midnight December 1st.

Online at https://StMalachi.org 
• Click on the #weGiveCatholic link. You will be re-

directed to us on the #weGiveCatholic website.

Cash or checks
• Place in the collection basket or mail before 

December 1. Payable to St. Malachi Parish with 
#weGiveCatholic on the memo line or envelope.

Credit Cards
• Call 216-861-5343 or stop by the Rectory to make 

your donation, on or before December 1. We ac-
cept MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and Amex.

How You Can Help
• Mark it on your calendar and plan to give.

• Share with family and friends about St. Malachi’s ministries and invite them to give.

• Share on social media (Facebook, emails, etc.)

#weGiveCatholic
Support St. Malachi Parish Ministries: Midnight to Midnight, December 1, 2020
Jeanette Shemo


