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Any busy person will tell you that to stay energized 
they set aside some time each week for activities 
that refresh and renew them: a real day off, a work-
out, coffee with a friend, a quick nap. Holy Week is 
that time set apart in our church’s liturgical year to 
make space for our spiritual renewal.

The services of Holy Week are filled with some of the 
richest and most ancient symbols and rituals of our 
Catholic faith.

PALM SUNDAY is celebrated with the waving of 
palms and the Proclamation of our Lord’s Passion 
according to St. Matthew. Masses are Saturday 
April 4 at 4:30 PM, Sunday April 5 at 9 and 11:30 AM. 

TENEBRAE is a service of scripture, hymns, and the 
gradual extinguishing of light except for one can-
dle. This candle is carried out of the church, sym-
bolizing Christ’s body being placed in the tomb. 
At that time a loud noise (strepitus) erupts like an 
earthquake. Then the Christ candle is brought back 
into the church in anticipation of the Resurrection. 
This service is a long-standing collaboration of our 
near west side parishes and will be held Monday 
April 6 at 7 PM at St. Michael the Archangel Church, 
3114 Scranton.

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM: THREE GREAT DAYS 

Holy Thursday: We remember the Lord’s com-
mand to celebrate the Eucharist and to wash 
one another’s feet, to pray, and to serve. This 
year, the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper will 
be celebrated on Thursday April 9 at 7:30 PM at 
St. Patrick Church.

Good Friday: We remember Jesus’s passion and 
death, venerate the cross, and share in Com-
munion. The Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion is 
Friday April 10 at 3 PM at St. Malachi Church.

The Easter Vigil: The most important liturgy of 
the entire year begins in front of church with a 
blazing fire, symbolizing “the light of Christ rising 
in glory to dispel the darkness of our hearts and 
minds”.  We hear wonderful stories of salvation 
in our scripture readings and welcome newly 
initiated members into our faith community. The 
Easter Vigil liturgy begins at 7:30 PM, Saturday 
April 11 at St. Malachi Church.

EASTER SUNDAY: Sunday April 12, Masses are at 9 
and 11:30 AM at St. Malachi Church.

Come experience the joy of the Resurrection!

Holy Week with St. Malachi Parish
Charlene McElwee

The St. Malachi Parish Social Action Commission 
works to provide parishioners opportunities to 
learn about and take concrete action on the is-

sues of the climate crisis, the immigration/refugee cri-
sis, war and peace/violence/gun violence, poverty 
and homelessness, and the opioid crisis. The Social 
Action Commission kicked off the Parish’s 2020 Lenten 
Collection on March 1, 2020 by doing a presentation 
in the hall on this year’s Lenten Collection recipient: 
the Kino Border Initiative serving immigrants in crisis on 
the U.S.-Mexico border. We partner with Mike Strauss 
(St. Ignatius High School Counselor and English Teach-
er) and several St. Ignatius students who have volun-
teered with the Initiative. “The KBI was inaugurated in 

January of 2009 by six organizations from the United 
States and Mexico: The California Province of the So-
ciety of Jesus, Jesuit Refugee Service/USA, the Mis-
sionary Sisters of the Eucharist, the Mexican Province 
of the Society of Jesus, the Dioceses of Tucson and 
Nogales. The KBI’s vision is to help make humane, just, 
workable migration between the U.S. and Mexico a 
reality. Its mission is to promote US/Mexico border and 
immigration policies that affirm the dignity of the hu-
man person and a spirit of binational solidarity.”

Thank you for your donation to this year’s 2020 Lenten 
Collection recipient, the Kino Border Initiative!

Social Action Outreach to Migrants
Stephanie Riccobene
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Contact Us
2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44113

On W. 25th at Detroit

Newsletter Editor - Newsletter@StMalachi.org 
Parish Office - Rectory@StMalachi.org
Pastoral Minister and Religious Education -  
 Stephanie.P@StMalachi.org
Bulletin - bit.ly/MalachiBulletin

I have been a chaplain at the Cuyahoga County 
Jail for the last 20 years, a place where people are 
held awaiting trial or sentencing. Most are await-

ing trial so they have not been declared guilty yet. 
By the way, our record was a man who waited sev-
en years at the jail. The reason our jail Is so full Is that 
people could not pay their bond. The jail and bond 
system is to insure that people do not try to flee jus-
tice. The judges in Cuyahoga County have been 
talking about bond reform for 10 years. I think they 
like the way things are presently.

In the jail we try to help people any way we can. 
We used to pass out hygiene products. Dove Soap 
was in big demand because the water and air of 
the jail creates dryness of the skin. We give inmates 
RTA bus passes so they can get home when they 
are released. I have taken many inmates to Grey-
hound and bought bus tickets if they are from an-
other state. We collect coats so inmates released 
don’t freeze. I call lawyers, judges, and social work-
ers to advocate for inmates. The list goes on and 
on. I have fixed inmates’ glasses, and my thanks to 
Family Optical on Pearl Rd. for their support.

I believe this is an important ministry – being often 
among the poorest of the poor.

Typical for Fr. Neil, that’s how he answered “tell 
us about your ministry?” But to tell you a little 
more about the man and the priest, comments 
from a Volunteer’s letter to the Bishop. - ed.

“Fr. Neil ministers in a manner of acceptance and 
kindness. He helps people to heal.” He ministers “in 
a nonchalant and down-to-earth manner, with love 
and mercy.” He provides “encouraging words to 
jail staff and attorneys.” Fr. Neil is “well-known and 
respected. His presence is so consistent … that if 
there is a need for ministry … no matter what faith 
or no faith, they call on Fr. Neil. It appears to me that 
much of Fr. Neil’s income goes to those who turn to 
him for help.” He “taught me about truly living the 
Gospel.”

The Many Facets of Jail Ministry 
Caring for Bodies and Souls
Fr. Neil Walters

On December 3, 2019, St. Malachi Parish participated 
in #weGiveCatholic on Giving Tuesday and received 
$23,348 – far surpassing our goal of $18,000! Proceeds 
from this event support our food ministries. We, and 
those we serve, are grateful to all those who support-
ed this important St. Malachi ministry.

Special thanks to the committee: Chair Nadge Her-
ceg, Lou Keim, Carrie Sekerak, and Jeanette Shemo.

#weGiveCatholic Surpasses Fundraising Goal!
Jeanette Shemo

Learn much more about the Ministries at www.StMalachi.org2
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Fr. Dan Schlegal recently spoke at the “Theology on 
the Rocks” gathering.

He stated: “Faith is a great gift to pass on to others.” 
He went on to speak about the fires in Yellowstone 
and out West. The seed pods that produce new 
trees and shrubs have resin that melts in fire. The 
grasses are more nutritious and bears grazed more 
at the places that regrew after the fires. Jesus said: 
“I came to bring fire”. God clearing old for new life. 
Fr. Dan went on to say that we are called to live the 
Paschal Mystery … Be a new evangelization that 
lights the fire and ignites a relationship with Christ.

This new evangelization is NOW! The whole world is 
the target. We are all called to be evangelists. The 
important word at the end of Mass is to “GO!” Pro-
vide a new joy to proclaim the good news. “We are 
called to a Spirit of Joy as nobody will follow sour 
pusses”.

Wondering how we’re doing at St. Malachi Parish, 
we questioned some new parishioners. JB and MB 
stated: “We chose St. Malachi Parish for the warm 
welcome we received and its Social Justice history”. 
Another, CJ, stated: “I loved the church communi-
ty”. These new parishioners referred to the Spirit of 
Joy they found in reaching out to others they never 
knew.

Fr. Dan went on: “What do we do in the midst of this 
world?”

1) “Share your love with Jesus Christ and others”
We are so busy being politically correct that 
we’re afraid to share what we believe, what 
we’re called to be.

2) “Be filled with ardor”
Live IN the promise of the Resurrection.

3) “Know the story of your faith”
The Law and the Prophets are fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ.

4) “Know your culture”
How it thinks. You do and can make a differ-
ence, especially listening to the outcast. To be 
fully alive, claim the Gospel with enthusiasm.

On interviewing new parishioners, and what 
brought them to St. Malachi Parish specifically, 
DK said: “Listening to Fr. Neil Walters”. PT said: 
“Fr. Tony and Fr. Neil show such joy for the Word 

of God and inspired me to come back to the 
Catholic Church, so I chose St. Malachi Parish”.

Fr. Dan continued to talk about: “… new evan-
gelists needing to have a missionary heart”. He 
went on about the beauty of Catholic Art and 
how it draws the soul. He said that, on April 
23, 2005, there was a YouTube presentation of 
Catholic Art and it drew 300 million views. And 
they received 100 texts from teenagers per day. 
“Our unique gift is to lead with beauty, such as 
music, which will be a new lens to transcend to 
God”. The Choir, and Cantors, and Organist at 
St. Malachi Parish use their gifts to shine a light 
for us and lead us closer to God. When they are 
thanked for sharing their gift, they respond so 
humbly. Another gift is then shared.

Fr. Dan went on to say: “John Paul II stated: ‘Art 
is a bridge to religious experience that raises 
us into God’s Spirit.’ Artists are co-creators with 
God. Art and Music help to reform the world”.

5) “Be Open to New Approaches”
“Buddhists refer to opening the eyes to see clear-
er to the heart. Mary’s Fiat allowed God’s Word 
to unfold as it went along. We need to articulate 
high ideals to understand wisdom and show the 
way to others as well.”

Interviewing new parishioners, asking what they 
hoped for as they continue their journey at St. 
Malachi Parish, brought the following respons-
es. JB said: “I belong to the Spiritual Formation 
Group and Women’s Saturday morning prayer 
group”. MB said: “I participated in the men’s re-
treat and go to the Richard Rohr Saturday meet-
ings”. Both said they look forward to learning 
more about what the Parish has to offer. DK stat-
ed: “My hope is to give back to the community 
and grow in my faith in the process.” PT wrote: 
“I feel blessed to be with such women of faith 
at the Women’s Saturday morning prayer group 
and to have met many people whose faith is a 
light to follow”.

Fr. Dan ended with explaining that: “We are the 
Light’s instrument. Light will reflect into many 
dark places if we allow it, to reflect it. Everyone 
in our family, our parish, can allow themselves to 
be used as an instrument of light”. Fr. Dan gave 
each of us a round piece of glass the size of a 
nickel, and encouraged us to use it as a remind-
er of how it reflects light, just like our lives. Parish-
ioner DK stated: “Thanks for reaching out!”

A reminder that we are to “Feed my lambs, feed 
my sheep” John 21: 15-17.

In Everyday Life…
Practical Application to “Feed My Sheep…”
Pat Takacs
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Back Door Needs
• Coffee
• Sugar
• Creamer
• Seasonings
• Oil
• Butter

• Canned Soups
• Canned Vegetables
• Beef & Chicken Stock
• Paper Towels
• Napkins
• Paper Plates

Annual Women’s Retreat in June 
Sr. Christine Schenk presents Caring for Bodies and Souls
Carrie Sekerak

The Annual Women’s Retreat 
takes place June 12-14 at Villa 
Maria Spirituality Center in Pulaski 
Twp., PA. The weekend provides 
a unique opportunity for wom-
en from St. Malachi, their female 
friends, and their family members 
to experience reflection, renew-
al, and spiritual growth together.

The retreat theme is “Women on 
Fire – Witnessing to Jesus Yester-
day and Today”, led by Sr. Chris-
tine Schenk, CSJ. Sr. Schenk is a 
member of the Congregation of 
St. Joseph religious order and a St. 
Malachi Parishioner!

Sr. Schenk is also the author of 
Crispina and Her Sisters, Women 
and Authority in Early Christian-
ity. Most Catholics have never 
heard of women such as Bitalia, 
Veneranda, Crispina, Petronella, 

Leta, or Sofia the Deacon – even 
though their authority was influ-
ential and valued by 4th century 
Christian communities. Sr. Schenk 
will explore what learning about 
these women and their influence 
can do in our personal faith walks 
and for our church today.

Retreatants can stay for one or 
two nights. Best of all the retreat 
fees are not increasing over last 
year’s rates! Two nights costs $240 
per person and one night costs 
$130 per person. Plus, stipends 
are available for those in need. 
To register, please complete a 
registration brochure (available 
at the doors of the church) and 
return it with a $60 deposit.

All women of the Parish are invit-
ed to attend the 10:00 AM Mass 
on Sunday at Villa Maria! Come 

and be inspired by one of our 
own and inspire other women 
through your strengthened faith.

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other $____

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Conveniently donate online at www.FaithDirect.net or www.StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code: ___ ___ ___ ___      

Signature:

________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________

 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at www.StMalachi.org

Sr. Christine Schenk


