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As Advent Season commences, St. Malachi 
Parish begins to buzz with excitement both 
liturgically and traditionally.  With the Christ-

mas Choir already in high gear practicing Christmas 
songs, we focus on preparing ourselves for Christ-
mas with the Advent Communal Penance Service 
in conjunction with our partner parishes.

On a Sunday morning in early December, parishio-
ners gather to distribute more than 200 Christmas 
fruit baskets to our neighbors living in the low-in-
come high-rise, Lakeview Towers.  This annual St. 
Malachi tradition is a unique opportunity for families 
and individuals to share a gift and a smile with our 
neighbors during this holy season.

The Social Action Commission Advent Giving Proj-
ect benefits Malachi Center’s Christmas party for 
homeless guests.  Parishioners donate items such as 
socks, duffel bags, hats, gloves, and toiletries that 
bring a smile and a bit of comfort to those in need 
on Christmas.  With great enthusiasm, parish mem-
bers get together and write Christmas cards filled 
with warm wishes and love to our home-bound pa-
rishioners.

Excitement Liturgically and Traditionally

With Christmas Day only a day or two away, Mon-
day Night Meal provides a special Christmas Dinner 
to our homeless and low-income neighbors with all 
the fixings and trimmings – thanks to donations from 
our parishioners and friends.  The Back Door Ministry 
accepts donations of hats, mittens, hand warmers, 
socks, and other items, then distributes them to our 
guests so they too have a gift for Christmas.

On the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
with Christmas only a few days away, parishioners 
begin the final preparation of transforming St. Mal-
achi Church into a Christmas worship place where 
Christmas Mass attendants will enjoy a pre-Mass 
concert by the St. Malachi Christmas Choir, with the 

accompaniment of a harpist, followed by Christmas 
Mass celebrating the birth of Jesus.

The Many Facets of St. Malachi Parish During 
the Advent and Christmas Season
Jeanette Shemo
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Every year on the weekend on or after All Souls 
Day, St. Malachi Parish celebrates a special 
Mass remembering our parishioners and their 

relatives who have passed away during the prior 
year.  This Mass of Remembrance is a celebration 
of their lives and their passing on to the care of our 
Lord.

There is a very touching and emotional part of the 
Mass when the names of those who have passed 
are read and a friend or family member comes 
forth to light a candle in their honor.

After the Mass, there is a reception for all in the 
church hall to continue the celebration of the lives 
of those honored.

Remembering Our 
Loved Ones
Ed Shemo
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Contact Us
2459 Washington Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44113

On W. 25th at Detroit

Newsletter Editor - Newsletter@StMalachi.org 
Parish Office - Rectory@StMalachi.org
Pastoral Minister and Religious Education -  
     Stephanie.P@StMalachi.org
Bulletin - bit.ly/MalachiBulletin

On Dec. 1, 2019, Fr. Thomas Mahoney con-
cluded his time of serving as St. Malachi’s 
Parish Administrator.  Fr. Mahoney had pre-

viously served all over the Diocese of Cleveland.  
Last November, he came out of his busy retirement 
expecting to be with us for a short time.  Instead, 
he has been needed for a full year.  During this 
transitional time, Fr. Mahoney provided guidance 
to parishioners and staff.  He was attentive to the 
situations within our parish, meeting with people, 
writing letters, and making phone calls based on 
our needs.  He served faithfully and tirelessly, form-
ing us in our Catholic Faith without regard for or 
drawing attention to himself.  He has laid his life 
down for his flock at West 25th and Detroit.  Finally, 
those with whom he’s worked have had the op-
portunity to enjoy his quick dry Irish sense of humor 
and his natural talent as a storyteller!

We thank him for caring for St. Malachi Parish.  
God bless you, Fr. Mahoney!

Thank you  
Fr. Mahoney
Stephanie Pritts

Effective December 1, 2019, Fr. Michael Gur-
nick was appointed Parish Administrator of St. 
Malachi.  Fr. Gurnick is currently the pastor of 

St. Patrick Parish on Bridge Avenue and will con-
tinue.  Ordained in 1998, Fr. Gurnick brings many 
years of experience to St. Malachi, having served 
in several parishes and as vocational director 
throughout the Cleveland Diocese.  Before joining 
St. Patrick in March 2018, Fr. Gurnick was the Sec-
retary and Vicar for Clergy and Religious.  Being 
the pastor of one of our partner parishes, Fr. Gur-
nick is familiar with St. Malachi.  Fr. Gurnick shared 
that he is looking “forward to this next chapter in 
his life and ministry among the people of St. Mala-
chi.”  This will be an opportunity for all of us to work 
more closely as disciples of Christ here in our Near 
West neighborhood.

Welcome Fr. Michael 
Gurnick!
Stephanie Pritts and Jeanette Shemo

As the weather gets colder, there are additional 
needs for those who come to the Back Door for 
a hot meal.  Many are in need of warm gloves 

or mittens and socks.  Please consider donating these 
items so we can continue to help those in need.

They can be dropped off at the Back Door anytime 
from 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM Monday through Friday, 9:30 
AM to 2:00 PM Saturday, and 8:30 AM to Noon on Sun-
day.

REMEMBER that the cold weather continues well past 
Christmas.  The need continues throughout the cold 
winter months so consider giving beyond the holidays.

Back Door Winter Needs
Ed Shemo

Learn much more about the Ministries at www.StMalachi.org2
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The original St. Malachi Church burned down just be-
fore Christmas 1943.  That was one of first stories I was 
told about the long history of St Malachi.

Eventually, I learned a little more about that horrific 
event, but never how the fire began.  The version I 
was told gave credence to the fire being started by 
an electrical problem.  One factor, the gas flame in 
the church tower, was ruled out.

In searching for other versions, I turned to Sr. Francis 
Borgia, OSU, who served as a pastoral minister for 
many years – retiring in 2000.  Here is her firsthand ac-
count.  Sr. Francis was a young teen at the time.

In the Fall of 1943, Fr. George Martin (then Pastor) 
had the inside of the church redecorated.  The 
ceiling was painted to look like the sky and re-
mind us of Heaven.  The pillars were painted to 
look like marble.  Everyone was delighted.  For Fr. 
Martin, it was a dream come true.

But little did he know that, a short time later, he 
would experience the shock of his life.  A few 
days before Christmas, six teenagers (three girls – 
I was one of them – and three boys) were asked 
to come after school to set up the crib.  Fr. Thom-
as Sullivan (Assistant Pastor) took the boys to the 
attic above the St. Joseph altar.  They hauled all 
the statues and boards and bales of hay down to 
the Sanctuary.  The girls washed the statues and 
placed them in the stable.  Fr. Sullivan seemed to 
be aware of the possibility of a fire because he 
noticed how dry the straw was.  He said, “No one 
should put a match to this.”

That night around midnight, my Mom and older 
sister woke me up and said, “St. Malachi is burn-
ing!”  They could see the flames on the roof from 
where we lived on Division Avenue.  They quick-
ly dressed and went to see the fire.  I buried my 
head into the pillow and cried.  In the morning 
only the walls were standing.

The Cleveland News headline on December 23, 
1943 was “St. Malachi’s Church Destroyed By 
Fire”.  The article began by stating “Venerable St. 
Malachi’s Church, for seventy-five years a spiritu-
al light on the troubled life of The Flats, today was 
a charred mass of smoking ruins.”  It went on to 
explain that one of the challenges in fighting the 
fire the previous night was frozen fire hydrants.

That day, the Ursuline Sisters who taught at St. 
Malachi School immediately brought a table to 

the stage in the school hall and arranged it as 
an altar.  Chairs were set up to make the place 
look like a church.  At Christmas Midnight, with 
an overflow of people, Mass was celebrated.  Fr. 
Martin seemed especially sad.  In his homily, he 
said two or three times, “Thy will be done.”

No one could convey how very sad everyone 
was.

Sr. Francis went on to say that by the time plans for 
rebuilding were being discussed, she was in the Con-
vent and has no idea how the current Memorial 
Church was developed.

Some things that were carried into the ‘new’ St. Mal-
achi were the green neon cross which memorializes 
the gas flame and the blue ceiling color.  We also 
know that this event brought together many to cre-
ate the legacy of stewardship, parish life, and 
neighborhood presence that still call us today.

The 1943 Fire
Malachi Miracles
Kay Vine
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The 40th Annual St. Malachi Church Run on March 14, 2020 needs your help to be a successful fundraiser for 
the Parish.  Last year we netted $50,261 for the St. Malachi ministries and had more than 3,500 runners.  A major 
fundraiser for the parish requires everyone’s involvement!

Be a sponsor! 
A great way to show your support of the parish.  Sponsor-
ships start as low as $250 and go as high as $15,000.  More 
than 4,000 programs are printed so you or your business will 
receive great exposure.

Be a runner or walker!
Visit RunStMalachi.com and register to participate.  Be part 
of a fun-filled day beginning with 8:00 AM Mass followed 
by the 5-Miler and 2-Mile Run/Walk, entertainment, and an 
after-party at Mulberry’s.

Be a volunteer!
You can help now to plan the event.  Or be a campus 
ambassador assisting runners, walkers, and observers navi-
gate the campus.  For more information, contact:
Sharon Lowe-Chapman -   
lowechap@hotmail.com 440-666-8699
or the Rectory - Rectory@StMalachi.org 216-861-5343.

Partner with the Parish 
for a Successful St. Malachi Church Run

Yes, I want to help the  
Ministries at St. Malachi Parish!

$5000 $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 other

Donor’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________  Email: ______________________________

Conveniently donate online at www.FaithDirect.net or www.StMalachi.org

My gift will be matched by my (or my spouse’s) company  Yes  No

 Check Enclosed   (Payable to: St. Malachi Parish)

 Please charge my  VISA  MasterCard  Discover  AMEX

Card #: ________________________________________________________________

Name on Card: _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_______/________

Security Code:  ___  ___  ___  ___      

Signature:

________________________________________________________________________

I would like to make my gift in:

 Memory of  Honor of

Please send acknowledgement of my gift to (the 
amount will not be disclosed):

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________

 
St. Malachi Parish is a 501(c)(3) - your contribution 
is fully tax deductible.

Thank you for your generous support!

If you have questions or would like further infor-
mation, please contact the Rectory at 216-861-
5343 or Rectory@StMalachi.org.

Visit our website at www.StMalachi.org


