
 

 

Implants 
 
If a tooth is missing or needs to be extracted, options for replacing the tooth will be discussed with you. In the past, the options 

were limited to either a form of denture (usually a removable partial denture), or a bridge. 

 WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS? 
A denture is a very simple and quick means of replacing a missing tooth but necessitates a metal frame that must span across the dental arch and attach 
to other teeth for support. Many people do not like the feel of something that is removable.  
 
A bridge is a very good treatment option, and can be an efficient means of replacing a missing tooth. Just like a 
bridge crossing a river, a dental bridge requires “supports” on either side of the space of the missing tooth. These 
“supports” are usually in the form of crowns placed on the teeth either side of the space. Unfortunately, if the 
teeth either side of the missing tooth are sound teeth that would not otherwise require crowns, then providing a 
bridge is not a very conservative approach to treatment. Also, if something happens to any of the three teeth (two 
supports and one false) that make up the bridge, then the whole bridge needs to be replaced as all three teeth are 

now linked together.  
 
THE IMPLANT OPTION: 
The great advantage of a dental implant is that it is a single tooth replacement, and it does not involve other teeth 
being drilled or joined together the way bridges and dentures do.  
 
The implant is a titanium root-form which is placed into the site where the extracted tooth root used to be. The 
implant is allowed to heal for approximately 8 to 12 weeks, and then impressions are made for the final crown. An 
abutment is fitted to the implant, and the crown is fitted to the abutment. The final implant restoration thus 
consists of three pieces (implant + abutment + crown) and each component is usually screwed or cemented into 
place. Implants can be used to replace individual teeth, or used as supports for bridges to replace more than one 
missing tooth. Implants can even be used as supports to improve the stability and retention of dentures that are 

chronically loose. 

HOW LONG WILL AN IMPLANT LAST? 

Dental implants last a long time. At present, research shows that the implant (root form) could last in excess of 40 years. The abutment can be made from 

Gold, titanium or porcelain and it too could last as long as the implant. The crown that fits onto the abutment may need to be periodically replaced 

should its porcelain chip or the surrounding teeth change colour with age, resulting in a cosmetic change. However, unlike a bridge where all three 

crowns involved in the bridge then need to be replaced, only the one crown may need changing for an implant.  

ARE THERE COMPLICATIONS? 

When an implant is placed, there is a small chance (around 2-3%) that the implant won't take and will be rejected by your body. This is usually detected 

when impressions are made for the final crown. If this happens, we will normally undertake to replace the implant for you at no out of pocket cost. In the 

rare event that a rejection was not noted until after the crown was made and fitted, we would still replace the implant and crown for you, passing on only 

the material and Dental Ceramist’s costs for a second crown.  

FUTURE CARE: 
Whilst it is true that the components of an implant cannot decay, the restoration is not without some maintenance. Implants are susceptible to a form of 
gum disease, in a similar manner to teeth. Therefore it is important that you return for an annual review and cleaning, to monitor the health of the 
surrounding gums, and to check the evenness of the bite against the implant to prevent it being overloaded. We will assist you to care for your implant 
with an annual review and maintenance program.

At Brisbane Prosthodontics, we can provide all aspects of implant treatment from our practice. We can provide the surgical and restorative phases 

of implant treatment, including hard and soft tissue grafting if required, and we also offer sedation solutions if you are feeling anxious about 

treatment. We use only scientifically proven, quality implant and biomaterials from the largest and longest establishment Implant Manufacturers. 


