
 

 

Crowns 
WHEN A TOOTH HAS FRACTURED SUBSTANTIALLY, HAS HAD A NUMBER OF FILLINGS OR IS SHOWING CRACK LINES, IT 
MAY BE APPROPRIATE TO COMPREHENSIVELY RESTORE IT. THIS MAYBE DONE WITH A “FULL VENEER CROWN”. 

 People sometimes refer to crowns as “caps”. If you think of a cap, it fits over your head. Similarly, a crown fits over the 
tooth it is restoring. The crown then forms a full, 360 degree coverage around the tooth, and just like the metal rings that 
hold the wooden planks on a wine barrel together, a crown will hold the tooth together, and prevent it from fracturing. 

Crowns can be made from several materials. Traditionally, they were made from cast gold. This made them very strong 
and resulted in long-lasting restorations, which were very durable in the mouth. However, as not everybody likes the 
colour gold for their teeth, a process of “enamelling” was introduced. This involved applying a layer of porcelain to the 
gold to give the crown a natural, tooth-like appearance, whilst still retaining the strength benefits of the underlying gold. 
These crowns are called porcelain fused to metal (PFM) crowns, and are used mostly for molar (back) teeth. 

More recently, advances in porcelain technologies have allowed crowns to be made without any gold at all. These 
crowns are called “all-ceramic crowns” and can be made from high strength porcelains like Alumina and Zirconia. All-
ceramic crowns can be used on front and back teeth. They are frequently used on front teeth as they are very cosmetic 
and provide the highest aesthetic outcomes (as the photograph below shows). However, all-ceramic crowns may not be 
indicated for all teeth, and so we will discuss your options with you. On average, studies indicate that a crown should last 
between 10 and 15 years.  

When a tooth is prepared for a crown, there can be a lot of time spent removing the old fillings in the tooth. Frequently 
there has been leakage under the fillings and some decay is present. When we prepare your tooth, all of this will be 
cleaned up, and if necessary, a new core will be placed. The core is a separate adhesive procedure and will normally have 
its own item code and cost. 

This preparation process can vary rarely lead to irritation of the tooth's pulp. There is a small chance that the pulp may 
even die, resulting in the need for root canal treatment. Whilst this is an uncommon event (statistically less than 5% of 
teeth), it should be noted as a possible risk of treatment. 

When it comes to making the crown to fit on to your tooth, we always work with only the finest Dental Ceramists to 
make the best possible crowns. Our cases are never sent away to discount or overseas laboratories so you can be sure 
that all materials used are safe and of high quality. Our ceramists create exceptionally beautiful and well-fitting crowns, 
which when properly fitted to your teeth, should provide many years of comfortable, aesthetic, and trouble free service. 
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