
 

ASAP: We should be outraged and worried about Taliban denial of secondary schools for Afghan girls 

Washington, D.C.  (March 23, 2022) – Today, the first day of Afghanistan’s new school year, the Taliban 

announced their decision not to reopen schools for girls of secondary school age and older (sixth grade 

and up). We are of course outraged and worried about the fate of Afghan girls, who, like every human 

being on the planet deserve the opportunity to tap their full potential through learning. But, sadly, we 

are not surprised, and no one should be.  

The Taliban have for months provided vague assurances that they will allow Afghan girls to go to school. 

But their often-violent suppression of women’s voices and stubborn unwillingness to allow women to 

resume leadership roles in many sectors of Afghan society suggested they would hardly want to give 

women agency through education. Driven by an ideology of male dominance and hostility to human 

rights, the Taliban are nothing if not consistent.  

This is yet another moment when the international community must cry out for justice and fairness, 

however elusive such ideas may be in Afghanistan under the Taliban rule. We cannot ignore or get 

distracted away from the growing tragedy of Afghanistan. We cannot abandon Afghans who are left to 

the mercy of the merciless.  

The international community, sadly, must continue to isolate the Taliban and withhold from it both 

recognition and any support as long as it continues to demonstrate its commitment to imposing its 

radical, discriminatory, and violent ideology on the people of Afghanistan. The humanitarian crisis in 

Afghanistan is one of the Taliban’s making because of its rejection of international norms and basic 

decency, which today’s announcement underscores.  The world must make clear to the Taliban that we 

will not help it impose this vicious, repressive ideology and suffering on Afghans. 

The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) represents a cross section of American national 

security, military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that 

protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 

Afghanistan since 2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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