
 
 

Alliance in Support of the Afghan People Welcomes State Department Appointments  
of Rina Amiri and Stephenie Foster to Key Roles on U.S. Afghan Policy 

 
Washington, D.C. (January 5, 2021) – The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (ASAP) today 
welcomed the U.S. Department of State’s selection of Rina Amiri as its Special Envoy for Afghan 
Women, Girls, and Human Rights and Stephenie Foster as Senior Advisor for Women and Girls Issues 
within the Department’s Coordinator for Afghan Relocation Efforts (CARE) team.  
 
Their mission – to strengthen U.S. efforts to protect the human rights and fundamental democratic 
freedoms of women, girls, and other at-risk populations – could not be more essential at a moment 
when the current regime controlling Afghanistan is flagrantly and often violently flouting those rights. 
Both Amiri, a founding member of the ASAP steering committee as well as a veteran of U.S. Afghan 
policy making, and Foster, who also has deep experience with women’s rights and empowerment in 
Afghanistan, are well-suited for what will be difficult but crucial roles.  
 
The appointments are an encouraging indication of the U.S. government’s commitment to remaining 
engaged in Afghanistan and to address the intensifying crisis there. Since the Taliban’s takeover of 
Afghanistan in 2021, nearly all of the Afghan population has plunged into a ferocious humanitarian 
disaster and faced worsening, militia-led violence and fierce repression by the regime. Even after – and 
arguably because of – the full withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, the U.S. has a moral and strategic 
obligation to protect the Afghan people and to help stabilize the country and the region.   
 
ASAP looks forward to working with Special Envoy Amiri and Special Advisor Foster as they take on their 
important work.   
 
The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) represents a cross section of American national 

security, military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that 

protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 

Afghanistan since 2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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