
 
 

Alliance in Support of the Afghan People Statement:  
The Taliban Must Fix Afghanistan’s Humanitarian Disaster 

 
Washington, D.C. (December 1, 2021) – In mid-November, the Taliban issued an “open letter” that 
directed members of the United States Congress to hand over $9.5 billion in Afghan central bank 
reserves frozen by the U.S. government in the wake of the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. The letter’s 
warning that refusal to unfreeze the funds would result in the globalization of Afghanistan’s 
humanitarian crisis was a ransom demand, appropriate considering that the Taliban are holding the 
country’s people hostage.  
 
Congress rightly ignored the outrageous claims of a regime led by sanctioned terrorists.  To be sure, the 
U.S. should do all it can to respond to the dire and unacceptable humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and 
protect the Afghan people from the Taliban. Stemming the crisis is a task for the entire international 
community, which can and must activate mechanisms other than turning over a large amount of money 
to people who should not be trusted with it.   
 
Much as the Taliban would like to hold others accountable for the steadily growing human tragedy in 
Afghanistan, the Taliban’s own reckless rush to seize power and subsequent abusive rule is the primary 
reason for the pain that millions of Afghans are suffering.  
 
The U.S. government’s freezing of the Afghan national reserves was warranted and responsible. The 
Taliban’s strong-arm capture of the country did not confer upon it official government status any more 
than holding a gun to someone else’s head entitles one to legal ownership of the other person’s 
property or bank account. The U.S. is right to prevent such grand larceny from happening.  
 
Indeed, the U.S. government’s actions are obligated. Many of the leaders installed into the new Taliban 
regime were officially sanctioned under U.S. law, which triggered the freezing of the Afghan government 
assets. The Taliban were well aware of this but chose to give power to those leaders anyway.  

At the same time, the U.S. has grave responsibilities, having partially caused this disaster.  In September, 
the U.S. Treasury issued general licenses to “support the continued flow of humanitarian assistance 
[from NGOs and UN agencies] to the people of Afghanistan and other activities that support basic 
human needs” there, and the U.S  has pledged significant humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan. The 
U.S. government’s commitment to the people of Afghanistan cannot end there.  While it is up to the 
Taliban to make this work, we strongly urge it to continue to do more. 

The U.S. position is not likely to change – nor should it – so long as the Taliban continue to commit 
human rights abuses, rule through violence, harbor terrorists and deny women, dissenters, religious 
minorities and other out-of-favor communities the freedoms they deserve. And does anyone seriously 
trust this group would spend the reserves or any funds it receives effectively and responsibly? 
 
It’s not as if there are no options to help Afghanistan other than unfreezing the Afghan reserves. Indeed, 
a number of people and institutions have offered practical suggestions (as discussed here, here and 
here) aimed at alleviating the pain and suffering of so many Afghans without the enrichment or 
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involvement of the Taliban. These creative ideas will require adapting old policies to the new reality and 
asking for help from our international partners and the United Nations, but the effort is worthwhile.  
The United States should also take the lead in both investing and encouraging others to invest in 
international structures being created to help Afghans.    
 
The existence of other options punctures the Taliban’s seemingly simple and potentially seductive 
suggestion that the solution to Afghanistan’s emergency is completely in the hands of the U.S. 
government. To reiterate – it is in the hands of the Taliban to put the welfare of the people of 
Afghanistan first, and to meet the requirements of the international community to respect human rights 
for all. 
 
The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) represents a cross section of American national 

security, military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that 

protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 

Afghanistan since 2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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