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On anniversary of U.S.-Taliban agreement, American national security, military, civilian and human rights 

leaders call for continued U.S. engagement in Afghanistan  
 

Washington, D.C. (March 1, 2021) On the first anniversary of America’s agreement with the Taliban, the 

United States is no closer to assuring the protection of its vital national interests than it was a year ago. Nor 

are Afghans closer to the goal of security, stability and prosperity that they deserve.  

While the February 29, 2020, agreement called for the U.S. to withdraw all its military forces by May 1, the 

realities on the ground in Afghanistan do not support this recommendation. Just as it would be wrong for the 

U.S. to re-assume a combat role, leaving precipitously would hurt our own interests.   

There is a better way: support our Afghan allies in their frontline efforts to quell the continuing violence and 

negotiate for a durable peace, while safeguarding our national security interests and values. 

The agreement has not, as many had hoped, encouraged the Taliban to moderate its behavior, stem the 

violence or break ranks with others responsible for terror. On contrary, the Taliban has brazenly violated the 

terms of the agreement by:  

- retaining a close relationship with al Qaeda, which has a physical presence in 11 Afghan provinces;  

- carrying out or apparently condoning violence that has killed hundreds of civilians and thousands of 

Afghan National Defense and Security Forces personnel over the last year alone;  

- depriving the intra-Afghan peace talks in Doha of any promising progress through procedural objections 

and complicity in the continuing surge of violence; and  

- sending most of the 5,000 Taliban prisoners released under the terms of the agreement back to the 

battlefields.  

Leaving Afghanistan under these conditions will likely plunge the country into another catastrophic civil war 

and unwind the remarkable advances – particularly for girls and women – the U.S. helped achieve over the 

last two decades. It will likely make the region ripe for a resurgence of global terrorism that will take aim at 

Americans. And it will almost certainly create a humanitarian crisis – including a massive flow of Afghan 

refugees whom the region and the world are ill-prepared to absorb.    

It is time to recommit the United States to a strong security alliance with the people and government of 
Afghanistan – and with our indispensable NATO partners. We must ensure that Afghanistan never again 
becomes a safe haven from which terrorists can plan and conduct devastating attacks on the U.S. Our 
commitment must be to preserve the advances made by Afghan civil society, women, young people, and 
minority groups to achieve higher levels of education, employment, and their political rights, and to the long-
term stability of an important region. Our vision of a third way forward is complex -- but it is the approach 
that preserves U.S. interests and values.   

This statement is supported by the following U.S. national security, military, civilian and human rights leaders. 
Their affiliations are listed for identification purposes and do not necessarily reflect views of those institutions.  

• Rina Amiri, Senior Fellow at New York University’s Center for Global Affairs 

• Ambassador Paula Dobriansky, former Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs; former co-Chair, 
U.S.-Afghan Women’s Council 

• Anthony Garrett, Anthony Garrett and Associates 

• Hon. Kerry Murphy Healey, Ph.D., Trustee, American University of Afghanistan 

• Dr. Frederick Kagan, Director of the American Enterprise Institute’s Critical Threats Project 

• Mark Kustra, Adjunct Fellow at the American Security Project 

about:blank
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• Ambassador Ronald E. Neumann (ret.)  

• Annie Pforzheimer, former Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Afghanistan 

• Donald L. “Larry” Sampler, former USAID Assistant Administrator for Afghanistan & Pakistan Affair 

• David Sedney, President of the American University of Afghanistan 

• Eleanor Smeal, Activist 

• Sean Sorbie, Director of Veterans Outreach, U.S. Global Leadership Coalition 

• Marika Theros, Senior Fellow at the Institute for State Effectiveness and Policy Fellow at Conflict and 
Civil Society Research Unit at the London School of Economics 

• Ambassador Melanne Verveer, Director of Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace & Security 

This statement was coordinated by the Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP), which represents a 
cross section of American national security, military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for 
continued U.S. engagement that protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American 
people have made in Afghanistan since 2001. For more information go to: 
https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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