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Alliance in Support of the Afghan People and Congressional Leaders Raise Concerns About Announced 
Troop Reductions 
  
Washington, D.C. (Nov. 18, 2020) – The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People shares the deep 
concerns held by many Congressional leaders that the Trump Administration’s announcement yesterday 
to reduce U.S. military troops in Afghanistan from about 5,000 now to roughly 2,500 in January 2021 
could undermine efforts by the Afghan government and its armed forces to establish the security the 
country needs to continue on a path of stability and prosperity. 
 
The reduction will likely be welcomed by the perpetrators of growing mass violence in Afghanistan as a 
green light to continue their deadly and devastating attacks – a terrifying prospect to most Afghans. It 
also significantly dilutes any leverage the Afghan government and others might have in the current intra-
Afghan talks with the Taliban, and it reduces the incentives for the Taliban to comply with its agreement 
with the U.S.   
 
Moreover, the troop reduction announcement sends a signal to all Afghans, who eagerly seek peace and 
opportunities to build on the social, governance and economic gains of the last 19 years, that they are 
on their own and that the U.S. is backing away from its commitments in a multifaceted U.S.-Afghanistan 
partnership that has served Afghan and U.S. interests for so long. 
 
Yesterday’s announcement also raises the question of whether or not the U.S. will have sufficient 
capacity on the ground in Afghanistan to conduct counterterrorism efforts that can keep the country 
from again becoming a safe harbor for global terror groups that threat the region and the entire world.  
 
According to news reports, a number of Congressional leaders have, likewise, offered their own strong 
criticisms about the new policy. Among them:  
 

- Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky), in a November 16 floor speech, warned: 
"The consequences of a premature American exit would likely be even worse than President 
Obama's withdrawal from Iraq back in 2011.... It would be reminiscent of the humiliating 
American departure from Saigon in 1975. We'd be abandoning our partners in Afghanistan."  
 

- Sen. Jack Reed (D- Rhode Island), ranking member of the Senator Armed Services Committee, 
noted: “There’s a right way and a wrong way to do this. President (Donald) Trump is once again 
choosing the wrong way. We can’t let U.S. national security and our relationships with steadfast 
partners become a casualty of President Trump’s wounded ego.” 
 

- Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-Texas), the ranking member of the House Armed Services Committee, 
said in response to the announcement, "I believe that these additional reductions of American 
troops from terrorist areas are a mistake. Further reductions in Afghanistan will also undercut 
negotiations there; the Taliban has done nothing – met no condition – that would justify this 
cut.” He added: "As long as there are threats to Americans and American national security in the 
world, the U.S. must be vigilant, strong and engaged in order to safeguard our people and fulfill 
our duty under the Constitution.” 
 

about:blank
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/526194-mcconnell-warns-trump-against-troop-drawdown-in-afghanistan
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2020/11/17/afghanistan-iraq-drawdowns-get-mixed-reaction-in-congress/
https://www.foxnews.com/world/us-to-draw-down-troops-in-afghanistan-iraq-by-jan-15-pentagon-says


- Michael McCaul (R-Texas), the ranking member on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, issued 
a statement saying that “a premature U.S. withdrawal would not only jeopardize the Afghan 
government’s ability to negotiate, but would endanger U.S. counterterrorism interests.” 
 

- Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), a member of the Senate Armed Services and Foreign Relations 
Committees said of the decision: “We need to bring our troops home, but we must do so as part 
of a strategy that does not jeopardize the safety of Americans in the U.S. and abroad. There was 
no doubt the final days of this Administration would be tumultuous, but the haphazard nature 
of President Trump’s decision will harm our national security and jeopardize countless 
American, Afghan, and Iraqi lives.” 
 

- Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Illinois), a combat veteran who sits on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, called the announcement “a mistake” that is “unilaterally taking one of our best 
bargaining chips off the table — and getting nothing in return.”  
 

- Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.), a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, stated: “You 
can’t simply unilaterally draw down troops. I think it’s a serious mistake to unilaterally walk 
away.”  
 

- Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) criticized the move in a statement: “The decision to withdraw our 
troops from Afghanistan, Iraq, and potentially elsewhere should not be based on a U.S. political 
calendar. The Administration has yet to explain why reducing troops in Afghanistan – where 
conditions for withdrawal have not been met – is a wise decision for our national security 
interests in the region.” 
 

- Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Florida), chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said in a media 
interview, “The concern would be it would turn into a Saigon-type of situation where it would 
fall very quickly and then our ability to conduct operations against terrorist elements in the 
region could be compromised.” 
 

- Sen. Ben Sasse (R-Nebraska) offered a similar response: “Headlines about ‘bringing the boys 
home’ sound good, but that’s not what’s happening. I fear this weak retreat is not grounded in 
reality and will make the world a more dangerous place.” 
 

- Rep. Jason Crow (D-Colorado),  a former Army Ranger who fought in Iraq and Afghanistan and a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee, responded to the news in a statement: “The 
war in Afghanistan must end. Americans have carried the burden and suffered the costs of this 
war for two decades. We must do so in a deliberate way that both protects our troops and 
keeps faith with the allies that came to our aid after 9/11 and still serve with us to this day. 
There is a right way to do this, but President Trump has instead chosen to play politics. Our 
troops, the American people, and our allies deserve better.” 
 

- Adam Kinzinger (R-Illinois), who sits on the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, said in a media 
interview that an Afghanistan drawdown without the right conditions on the ground was “a 
mistake,” adding that it would destroy leverage that could be used in peace negotiations 
designed to end the fighting between the Afghan government and the Taliban. "There's 
negotiations ongoing; you always negotiate from a position of strength.”  
 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/16/mcconnell-trump-afghan-troop-reduction-436821
https://www.cbs19news.com/story/42925336/kaine-reacts-to-trumps-decision-to-withdraw-troops-from-afghanistan-iraq
https://www.defenseone.com/threats/2020/11/trump-orders-hasty-afghanistan-iraq-drawdowns-beat-biden-inauguration/170127/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/16/mcconnell-trump-afghan-troop-reduction-436821
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/11/17/u-s-cut-troop-levels-afghanistan-iraq-trumps-final-days/6327763002/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/16/mcconnell-trump-afghan-troop-reduction-436821
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2020/11/17/afghanistan-iraq-drawdowns-get-mixed-reaction-in-congress/
https://crow.house.gov/media/press-releases/crow-statement-president-trump-s-troop-withdrawal-afghanistan
https://www.voanews.com/usa/us-cutting-troop-numbers-afghanistan-iraq-mid-january
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Also, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said in a statement following the troop reduction 
announcement, "The price for leaving [Afghanistan] too soon or in an uncoordinated way could be very 
high. Afghanistan risks becoming once again a platform for international terrorists to plan and organise 
attacks on our homelands. And ISIS could rebuild in Afghanistan the terror caliphate it lost in Syria and 
Iraq." 
 
The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) represents a cross section of American national 
security, military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that 
protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 
Afghanistan since 2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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