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President Trump’s call to withdraw U.S. military forces from Afghanistan “by Christmas” has met with 
widespread rebukes 
 
A news digest by Alliance in Support of the Afghan People 
 
Washington, D.C. (October 12, 2020) – When, on October 7, President Trump tweeted, “We should have 
the small remaining number of our BRAVE Men and Women serving in Afghanistan home by Christmas!” 
and repeated the claim on Fox News the next morning, a wide range of close observers of Afghanistan 
joined the Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (ASAP) in asserting how damaging such a policy 
could be for U.S. and Afghan interests.  
 
The statements were an apparent surprise to U.S. military leaders, who declined to endorse or reject 
them. They also contradicted remarks only a few hours earlier by the President’s own National Security 
Advisor, Robert O’Brien, who called for trimming U.S. forces to 2,500 by early 2021 (from about 5,000 
now). U.S. special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad said only a week prior that the Taliban are “not where we 
would like them to be, but we would not leave unless we are satisfied that what they have committed to 
they are actually implementing.” 
 
Predictably, the Taliban welcomed President Trump’s comments. A spokesman of the group, 
Mohammad Naeem, almost immediately called the President’s tweet “a positive step towards the 
implementation of (the) Doha agreement.”  Three days later, another Taliban spokesman, told CBS 
News, “We hope [President Trump] will win the election and wind up U.S. military presence in 
Afghanistan." (The President’s reelection campaign subsequently said it “reject[s]” this show of Taliban 
support.)  
 
But, again, most of the response to the notion of such an abrupt and complete withdrawal of U.S. 
military from Afghanistan met with strong rebukes and concerns. Here’s a sample of some of the 
commentary:  
 
“We decided to go into Afghanistan together, we will make decisions on future adjustments together, 
and when the time is right, we will leave together…. We will make decisions based on the conditions on 
the ground, because we think it is extremely important to continue to be committed to the future of 
Afghanistan, because it is in our interest to preserve the long term security of Afghanistan.” -- NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, according to Agence France-Presse. 
 
“Bringing US troops home from Afghanistan before the job is done is dangerous. American troops are 
making a difference. If we remove them, it could create a power vacuum for those looking to take 
advantage of the situation. Wrong move at the wrong time.” – Rep. Will Hurd, a Texas Republican who 
previously spent a tour in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India in his former career as a CIA officer, in a 
Tweet.  
 
Fox News reported that several officials close to the intra-Afghan peace negotiations said that “the 
sudden pronouncement, which appeared timed to help Trump in the presidential election, will make it 
harder for his negotiators and the Afghan government, who are currently in tough talks with the Taliban 
in Doha, Qatar.” The Fox report added that “counterterrorism officials said this may lead to a victory for 
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the Taliban, and the collapse of the Afghan government and a ‘major shot of adrenalin’ to the global 
jihadist movement.” 
 
“It’s very strange indeed to have the president of the United States say something out loud and then 
have all the rest of us wondering if it really means anything.”A sudden withdrawal “makes no sense in 
terms of U.S. national security or good negotiating practice. It only makes sense in a political context if 
you think that’s a selling point to voters.” – Laurel Miller, a former top diplomat who now serves as 
director of the International Crisis Group’s Asia program, in the Washington Post.  
 
“The statements are almost certain to have the effect of undermining one of the [Trump] 
administration’s few solid accomplishments abroad, the convening of peace talks last month between 
the Afghan government and the Taliban…. Mr. Trump’s reckless pronouncement may or may not have 
any effect on the U.S. voters he no doubt was aiming to impress. But, like so much of what the president 
has been doing and saying, it will please America’s enemies.” – Washington Post editorial.   
 
“If Trump carries through on his new pledge to remove all U.S. forces from Afghanistan in less than 80 
days, the following developments are either inevitable or likely to occur,” including: “Other members of 
the international military coalition still supporting the Afghan government in its ongoing fight against 
the Taliban will surely leave too, on a similar schedule…. A good deal of American military equipment 
would need to be destroyed on site. lest it someday fall into Taliban hands…. [The Taliban] will double 
down on their hardline approach in the peace talks that recently began in Doha…. [W]e would have to 
expect a multi-pronged Taliban attack similar to the Viet Cong’s Tet offensive in Vietnam in 1968, 
designed to intimidate the ruling Afghan classes into flight or capitulation, and the security forces into 
dissolution…. The United States and other foreign countries will either have to close their embassies by 
Christmas, given the likelihood of such a massive Taliban offensive, or keep dozens of helicopters on 
ships in the northern Arabian Sea awaiting the potential need for a Saigon-like extraction of key 
personnel at any time…. More likely, the war would go on for a while… [and] The NATO alliance will have 
failed in its largest and longest wartime operation to date.” – Michael O’Hanlon, Director of Research at 
the Brookings Institution.   
 
“It’s no surprise that the Taliban have welcomed Trump’s announcement that he’d have the troops 
home by Christmas. They spent 19 years fighting for this. This is the last leverage the US had left in talks 
with the Taliban, and Trump is proposing to give it away for free.” -- Ashley Jackson, the director of 
think tank ODI’s Centre for the Study of Armed Groups, in The Guardian.  
 
The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) represents a cross section of American national 
security, military, civilian, and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that 
protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 
Afghanistan since 2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-promises-a-small-remaining-number-of-us-force-in-afghanistan-by-december/2020/10/07/7ec36f0e-0909-11eb-991c-be6ead8c4018_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/trumps-latest-rantings-will-please-the-taliban-if-no-one-else/2020/10/09/73cfff5a-0a4d-11eb-9be6-cf25fb429f1a_story.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/10/09/trump-wants-the-troops-home-from-afghanistan-by-christmas/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/oct/08/donald-trump-afghanistan-us-troops-taliban
about:blank

