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Statement by the Alliance in Support for the Afghan People on the Start of Intra-Afghan Peace Talks 

(Washington, D.C. – September 11, 2020) The Alliance in the Support of the Afghan People is dedicated 

to advancing efforts to support a stable and sustainable Afghanistan that never again becomes a 

sanctuary for terrorism. 

ASAP stands firmly with the Afghan people who are working for stability and a brighter future, an 

outcome worthy of our mutual sacrifices. The start of intra-Afghan talks is long overdue and a sign of 

hope. It is not, however, a time to abruptly forget what is at stake for the United States and what our 

inattention to the region has cost us in the past. 

A peaceful Afghanistan is in the U.S. national security interest. With the start of talks, the United States 

and our NATO allies are on track to fully withdraw our combat troops.  But, to end the war and the 

needless killing and suffering that the Afghan people have endured for more than 40 years, an 

immediate ceasefire is needed.   

Meanwhile, we must remain committed to helping Afghans secure their future. We should do so 

through diplomacy that keeps Afghanistan’s neighbors from damaging the prospects for peace, through 

continued development aid that helps the country recover from the war and recover from COVID and 

natural disasters, and through security assistance that enables the continued work of the brave Afghan 

National Defense and Security Forces to continue protecting the constitutional order and the rights of all 

Afghans, women and men. 

Alliance in Support of the Afghan People represents a cross section of American national security, 

military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that protects, 

sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in Afghanistan since 

2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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