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Alliance in Support of the Afghan People: new developments in U.S.-Taliban talks prompt hope and 

caution 

Washington, D.C. (February 15, 2020) – Statement by Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (ASAP):  

Preliminary reports that negotiations between the U.S. government and the Taliban are close to a 

breakthrough should prompt hope and caution among all who pay close attention to and care about the 

future of Afghanistan.  

Hope because a Taliban commitment to a “reduction of violence,” as the reports have described, 

followed shortly thereafter by “all-Afghan” talks, are welcome developments. We strongly hope that 

adherence to a cessation of violence by the Taliban, its commanders and foot soldiers moves to a 

permanent period of security Afghans so greatly deserve.  

But with hope there should also be caution. The agreement must lead to direct engagement with the 

Afghan government, which has, at the insistence of the Taliban, been unfortunately excluded from the 

talks with the U.S. so far. Future progress in Afghanistan is possible only with the participation of the 

democratically elected government, which represents the Afghan people. 

The seating of a new Afghan president based on the results of the election held in September 2019 must 

precede any negotiations. Afghanistan has held its third democratic election based on a constitution 

approved by the Afghan people. The votes of those people in the face of Taliban attacks and 

intimidation must be respected, and the new Afghan government, based on those votes, must be the 

interlocutor with which the Taliban must negotiate. Any dilution of the Afghan government’s role in the 

negotiations, still more any further delay in seating a new government or the creation of an interim 

government, will unjustly nullify the election and overturn the Afghan constitution that provides such 

important protections for women, minorities and the Afghan people. 

Also, the agreement must include irrevocable assurances that Afghanistan will continue to build on its 

remarkable advances since 2001 in social and gender equality, health, education, economic 

development, constitutional rights, democracy and security. Indeed, expanding and deepening the 

impact of these gains is only possible when there is a real and permanent security throughout the 

country.  

Finally, ASAP urges that the U.S. remain engaged in Afghanistan to ensure the full enactment of the 

terms of such an agreement and to remain vigilant against any efforts by violent extremist groups to 

establish themselves on Afghan soil.    

About ASAP:  

Alliance in Support of the Afghan People represents a cross section of American national security, 

military, civilian and human rights leaders who advocate for continued U.S. engagement that protects, 

sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in Afghanistan since 

2001. For more information: https://www.allianceforafghans.org/ 
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