
 
 

[Sent to: Speaker and Republican Leader of the House of Representatives; Majority and Minority Leaders of the 
U.S. Senate; Chairs and Ranking Members of of House and Senate Foreign Affairs/Foreign Relations Committees; 
Armed Services Committees; Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs; 
and Veterans’ Affairs Committees.]  

February 5, 2020 

Dear Member of Congress, 
 
We proudly represent a cross section of American national security, military, civilian and human rights leaders – 
under the umbrella of the Alliance in Support of the Afghan People (or ASAP) – who advocate for continued U.S. 
engagement that protects, sustains, and advances the progress the Afghan and American people have made in 
Afghanistan since 2001. 
 
As you and your colleagues continue the complex and essential work of shaping the contours of the United States’ 
future relationship with Afghanistan and address the broader issues of our overseas presence and commitments, 
we hope you will take into account our conviction that an abrupt departure from Afghanistan exposes us to far 
greater risks than benefits. 

Such a U.S. military retreat from Afghanistan and drastic reduction of security and development assistance, which 
some have advocated, would leave Afghans, Americans and, indeed, the entire world much less secure than we are 
now. Without continued U.S. military support, Afghan security forces – who now have sole responsibility for 
frontline combat operations in Afghanistan – will struggle to prevent their country from once again becoming a 
sanctuary for regional and global terrorism. If we abandon Afghanistan, the Taliban are highly likely to intensify 
their military and political attacks on a democratically elected Afghan government they claim is illegitimate. This 
will destabilize the country, undermine its constitutional order, create another flow of refugees and make it 
possible for extremist groups from abroad to rebuild on Afghan soil.  

Without stability, Afghanistan will strain to preserve the precious gains millions of its citizens have benefited from 
since 2001 with considerable U.S. investment and sacrifice. Those gains include remarkable advances in health, 
education, social and gender equality, economic development, constitutional rights, democracy and security. 
Should, with our departure, the Taliban regain even a portion of its pre-2001 political dominance, we can expect 
Afghan girls and women to lose the rights and opportunities they deserve to live full and prosperous lives and 
democratic institutions to vanish.  

We are not advocating a blank check of U.S. resources to assist Afghanistan. Indeed, U.S. commitments there have 
steadily decreased as Afghans’ burden of managing and protecting their country has grown and as they shoulder 
the burden of confronting our common enemies. Since U.S. combat operations essentially ended in 2014, the 
number of casualties among U.S. service members, our most precious resources, have diminished substantially. 
Likewise, U.S. expenditures supporting diplomacy, development, rule of law assistance and military needs are 
approximately half what they were five years ago and set to decline even further. We strongly believe that any 
continued commitment be conditioned on strict measures for accountability and anti-corruption, and focused with 
precision on maintaining the Afghan defense and civilian capabilities necessary for them to secure and defend their 
territory, raise their own revenues and provide basic services to their own population.  

Moreover, we are not calling for the perpetuation of a “forever war” but for an effort to use our national security 
toolkit to ensure sustainable peace and security in Afghanistan. There are many successful precedents for such a 
posture. 

The Alliance in Support of the Afghan People, which coordinated this letter, supports Afghan aspirations for peace, security, 
political and economic development, social justice, and the protection of Constitutional rights for women and men, as well as a 
self-reliant Afghanistan integrated in the international political and economic community.” For more information, go to: 
www.allianceforafghans.org 

 

http://www.allianceforafghans.org/


For more than six decades, for example, U.S. troops have been stationed on the Korean Peninsula without fighting, 
serving as a bulwark against conflict between the North and South. U.S. military presence and robust civilian 
assistance brought Western Europe out of World War II’s devastation. Our leadership in NATO has likewise 
protected us and our European allies during the Cold War and remains essential to security on the European 
continent and beyond. That is also the mission of a relatively small U.S. military and intelligence contingent based 
in Syria. The sudden decision to withdraw them (later partially reversed) has already imperiled our allies in the 
region and provided space for violent extremist groups to regenerate.  

Afghanistan remains fragile and still suffers from heartbreaking conflict and insecurity. But those are compelling 
reasons for the United States to continue its measured support for our Afghan partners, with a considered process 
for drawdown as conditions permit. Abruptly abandoning Afghanistan will endanger the many Afghans who live 
better lives today than they did before U.S. presence there in 2001 -- the young generation that is even now 
transforming the country.  

U.S. engagement in Afghanistan is an insurance policy to retain and build on the significant gains of the last 18 
years and to help the country on the knife’s edge of conflict and peace to fend off the very real, tenacious forces of 
terrorism, conflict and instability. We owe it to the Afghan people, our own citizens and the world to continue to 
invest wisely in that insurance policy. 

We welcome your responses and are available to speak with you further about this important foreign policy 
priority.  

Respectfully, 

Rina Amiri, Senior Fellow, New York University’s Center for 

Global Affairs 

Peter Bergen, Vice President for Global Studies & Fellow, 

New America 

Ambassador James B. Cunningham, former U.S. 

ambassador to Afghanistan, Israel and the United Nations 

Amb. Robert P. Finn, Non-Resident Fellow, Liechtenstein 

Institute on Self-Determination, Woodrow Wilson School, 

Princeton University 

Dr. Frederick Kagan, Director, American Enterprise 

Institute’s Critical Threats Project  

Mark Kustra, Adjunct Fellow, American Security Project; 

former United States Marine Officer 

Ambassador Hugo Llorens (ret.) -- U.S. Special Charge 

D'Affaires in Afghanistan (2016-17) 

Anita McBride, Former Chief of Staff to First Lady Laura 

Bush 

Ronald E. Neumann, Ambassador (ret); former 

Ambassador to Afghanistan 

Annie Pforzheimer, former Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. 

Embassy in Kabul; Senior Non-Resident Associate at Center 

for Strategic and International Studies 

 

 

David Sedney, Senior Non-Resident Associate at Center for 

Strategic and International Studies; former Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Afghanistan, Pakistan 

and Central Asia 

Marika Theros, Steering Committee Member, Alliance in 

Support of the Afghan People 

Amb. Melanne Verveer, Executive Director of the 

Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security 
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