
Toward Our Common Public Life 

Toward Our Common Public Life (TCPL) will operate as a guidepost for current Henry Luce Foundation grant recipi-
ents to work together as they work independently on their individual grant projects. The purpose is to foster greater 
communication and symmetry among grantees so that even greater collaboration among grant recipients can organi-
cally develop. This work will uncover the need for generative conversations that lead to connecting various projects 
to one another and to their communities of engagement. To achieve this, TCPL will facilitate a series of gatherings 
both in-person and virtual to initiate this cross-pollination between grantees.       
 
This grant initiative is funded by a generous grant from the Henry Luce Foundation.  

Lisa Clark  is an MDiv student at ULS-Gettysburg and will support the grant as Social Media Specialist. 
 

Melissa J. Harris is a third-year STM candidate at United Lutheran Seminary, majoring in 
the Bible and focusing on Ecofeminism. She earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Georgetown University and her Master of Arts in Religion and Culture and Master of Sci-
ence in Library and Information Science from Catholic University in Washington, D.C. She 
is the head of Cataloging and Metadata Services at the Oak Spring Garden Library in Up-

perville, Virginia, and will be the Archivist for the grant. 
 

Jaymie Kosa, a former middle school teacher, is an Assessment Specialist at Educational Testing Service 
(ETS). She is currently responsible for developing performance and portfolio assessments for initial teacher 
and school leader licensure. Jaymie will serve as the Assessment Specialist for the grant. 

 
Geran Lorraine is currently a Ph.D. student in Ethics and Society at Vanderbilt University. His 
research draws from the intersectional and cross-disciplinary fields of Indigenous, Womanist, 
Black Feminist, Linguistic, and Queer thought in order to explore the possibilities of recon-

necting to land, language, culture, and body.  Geran will support the grant as a Student Fellow. 
 
 

Peter M. Ndaita is an STM student at ULS-Philadelphia and will support the grant as a Stu-
dent Fellow. Originally from Kenya, he currently lives in Philadelphia where he has visited almost all the 
city's bookshops. His non-fiction and fiction has been published in Africology, In the Sands of Time, On the 
Other Side of Hope, and Table for None.  
 

Carla E. Pavlick is currently the Executive Assistant to the President at United Lutheran 
Seminary where she has served in a number of positions in support of this historic institu-

tion. She serves as the Program Coordinator for International Student Services and The Center for Religious 
& Spiritual Life at Gettysburg College.  Carla will serve as the Grant Administrator. 

 

 

Emilie M. Townes is the dean of Van-
derbilt Divinity School where she 
holds the E. Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Chair and is University Dis-
tinguished Professor of Womanist 
Ethics and Society in the Divinity 
School and Gender and Sexuality 
Studies in the College of Arts and 
Science.  She is director of the VDS 
Public Theology and Racial Justice 
Collaborative. 

Teresa L. Smallwood is The James 
Franklin Kelly and Hope Eyster Kelly 
Associate Professor of Public Theolo-
gy at United Lutheran Seminary. Dr. 
Smallwood has served as Postdoctoral 
Fellow and Associate Director of the 
Public Theology and Racial Justice 
Collaborative at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School since 2017.  


