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DEAR ULS GRADUATES:

I wish with all my heart that we were gathered today in person at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church to celebrate your accomplishments and share this  
special rite of passage with family, friends, professors, and fellow students.

I recognize and share in your deep disappointment that this global 
pandemic, a force more powerful than we can control, has impacted  
your special day.

However, our God can bring good from evil: we should ask how this virus, and the devastation 
and loss in its path, has strengthened your resolve and prepared you to lead through times of 
crises and uncertainty. You do and will counsel, pray for and pray with those in your ministry 
who are suffering, as many are this very day. I know you can meet these, and the other many 
challenges that will arise, with grace, dignity and messages of hope.

I am so very proud of your resilience and comforting words of support for each other over 
these last few months. The knowledge you have gained in alternative and creative methods of 
teaching, learning, communicating, and sharing the Word of the Gospel will serve you and God’s 
people well in the years ahead.

I hope to stay in touch with all of you. Moreover, I look forward to seeing those of you who are 
able to attend, at a special commencement ceremony for the Class of 2020 on May 15, 2021, at 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Lancaster, PA. We realize this is not the ideal solution, but is a way 
forward that, at least this year, keeps you and your loved ones safe and out of harm’s way.

I wish each of you every blessing as you leave ULS and serve as an ambassador for its mission 
of equipping people to proclaim the living Gospel for a changing church and world.

In gratitude,

 

REV. DR. ANGELA ZIMMANN
Interim President, United Lutheran Seminary 
President, United Lutheran Seminary Endowment Foundation 
Adjunct Professor of Homiletics

PRESIDENT’S CONGRATULATIONS



DEAR 2020 GRADUATES OF UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, it is my privilege and pleasure to offer 
congratulations, best wishes, and prayers of thanksgiving upon your graduation. 
Although we will not have the opportunity to personally greet you, we nevertheless 
share in your joy as you celebrate this milestone, and honor with glory to God, the 
commitments you have made to serve God’s people.

Undoubtedly, you are graduating at a time of unprecedented upheaval and need. To be 
servants in Christ’s church in the coming months and years will take everything you 
have learned, an incredible amount of energy, a deep and wide faith, a commitment to 
continue learning, incredible empathy, and a willingness to be with people in moments 
of great need. Yet, I hope that you will count it as one of the great blessings of your lives 
that you have been gifted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that you have the enormous 
privilege of sharing it as leaders in the communities you serve. Having met some of you 
during your sojourn here at ULS, I am in awe of the gifts you bring, and the commitment 
you have. Having received and shared wisdom with wonderful professors, pastors, and 
mentors, you have been both gift and gifted by your time at ULS. 

As you shepherd the church in the years to come, our shared hope is that the skills for 
ministry and the life of prayer, worship, and study you have nurtured at ULS, will be a 
foundation for loving service and leadership in the church as it seeks to be faithful in a 
changing world. May our Lord Jesus Christ bless you as you celebrate your graduation, 
and by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit be with you in all your endeavors.

Yours in Christ,

 

REV. DR. PETER D.  BOEHRINGER, CHAIR
United Lutheran Seminary 
Board of Trustees

BOARD CHAIR’S CONGRATULATIONS



THE REV. LOUISE N. JOHNSON
DIRECTOR FOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT, LEAD

Louise N. Johnson is a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, ELCA. She serves as the Director for Leadership Development for 
LEAD (www.waytolead.org).

 Prior to her work with LEAD, Johnson served as the fourteenth president 
of Wartburg Theological Seminary where she led its largest fundraising 
and enrollment years in the history of the school. As a student at 
Wittenberg University in Springfield, Ohio, Johnson majored in German.  
During her tenure as a student, she worked in Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, 

where she developed a strong sense of call to serve the church.

After college, she pursued her love for youth ministry, serving congregations in Chicago and 
Madison, Wisconsin. She received her MDiv from Wartburg Seminary and later worked there in 
Admissions then served as pastor of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church in Spragueville, Iowa.

She was called to serve the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (LTSP) in 2004 
as Associate Director of Admissions, and later appointed as Director of Admissions. During 
her tenure, she collaborated with others in the development, writing, and execution of Project 
Connect, a $4.5 million dollar grant from the Lilly Endowment, Inc. to build a network of leaders 
and institutions to provide theologically sound vocational discernment for young adults. Starting 
in 2012, Johnson served LTSP as Vice President for Mission Advancement. She then completed 
a Certificate in Leadership and Management from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
Johnson continues to teach, speak and consult in change leadership in church organizations.

In 2017, Johnson received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Wartburg College. In 
2020, Johnson will receive the Outstanding Executive Award from the Association of Lutheran 
Development Executives.



KEYNOTE ADDRESS
THE REV. LOUISE N. JOHNSON

In the name of Christ, I greet you! Congratulations class of 2020! I thank God for you and for the 
extraordinary commitments you have made to prepare for a variety of ministries. And I thank God for the 
loved ones who supported you, for the faculty, staff, boards, and donors of United Lutheran Seminary. 

Though I am not much of a student of history, I feel confident in saying that this graduation is like no other in 
the history of United Lutheran Seminary or its predecessor schools. No doubt there have been difficult and 
strange chapters, but none quite like the one we “celebrate” this year as we practice social distancing and 
shelter in place directives, as we mourn what we have lost, and fear what is yet to come. 

Still, you have been equipped “to proclaim the living Gospel for a changing church and world (ULS Mission 
Statement).” And there is no time like the present. The world is changing before our eyes. And the questions 
that remain about what the world and the church will look like on the other side of a pandemic far 
outnumber the answers. We are in a liminal space, in between what was and what is to come.

Though its advent has been hastened by a pandemic, we have been moving toward this liminal space as the 
Christian church in North America for some time. Even while deeply faithful people still practice the faith and 
care for their neighbors in need, the numbers of people attending church and giving to church organizations 
has dropped dramatically. Congregations, systems of theological education, and church administration as 
we know them are difficult to sustain. But perhaps more importantly, we have yet to become the dynamic, 
diverse, transformative, community God intended. We have yet to become the church we pray for when we 
pray the prayer Jesus taught us. We are in a liminal space, in between what was and what is to come.

So, what does faithful leadership look like now? To be sure, there will be plenty of invitations to return to 
business as usual. We are weary from navigating the unknown, nostalgic about what we have been missing, 
and eager for the familiar. Both market and government will deliver stunning, embossed invitations to return 
to buying, driving, working, investing, and behaving like we used to.

But there is another invitation, whispered into the liminal space, a holy invitation for the church to lean more 
deeply into what it was meant to be. In Isaiah 43:16-17, the prophet calls to mind the seminal story of the 
Exodus. This is Israel’s story, the story that defines who they are and helps the understand who God is. God 
references this story and then says this: “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I 
am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it (Isaiah 43:18-19a)?”

God is about to do a new thing, but God is also asking them to let go of the past, because our mental maps 
about the past can cloud our ability to perceive what God is doing. The former things, even when they are 
God’s things, can blur our vision. And God does not want us to miss this new thing that God is doing. 

No one would blame you if you accepted the embossed invitation to return to “business as usual.” You 
would bring great comfort to many people. But my prayer is that God will give you courage to step into God’s 
invitation to a new thing. Our world needs it. And though it means letting go of some of the former things, it 
is finally an invitation to new life, an invitation to live in the extravagant, unmitigated, eternal love of God in 
Christ Jesus, an invitation to a reality more lovely than any of us can imagine.



ALUMNI WELCOME

I write to you as your sibling in Christ and as your co-worker in the Gospel. It is my 
pleasure to welcome you—fellow alums—to The ULS Alumni Association (TULSAA).

It seems to me that your class more than any in a long time is aware of two deep truths 
about a seminary. The first is that a seminary is full of vulnerability.  Being a seminarian 
is itself an act of vulnerability, and we have seen in recent weeks how vulnerable an 
institution like a seminary can be, as well.  

The second truth is that a seminary is a place of vitality, a place that seeks to enrich the 
lives of its students and then to send them out to proclaim the Lord of life in all their 
vocations. 

As alumni we can respond in several ways that support a school that is both vulnerable to 
the changes of the world and vital to the life of the world. We can—and we ought to—pray 
for it.  Even as people have prayed for us as we have been answering God’s call, we can 
pray for ULS and for the students who attend it year after year.

And, just as importantly, we can give back to it financially. Our own educations have been 
supported by our congregations, families and friends; they have also been supported by 
alumni and friends of the school who have gone before us.  The work of the seminary goes 
on after we leave it, and now is our opportunity to do good while we yet walk in the light. 
Please join me in regular giving to ULS.

You are in my prayers as the next step in your ministry begins. God bless you all.

In Christ,

THE REV. MARK RIGG
President of The ULS Alumni Association



PRAYER FOR GRADUATES
ULS COMMENCEMENT MAY 2020

Gracious Lord Jesus, Head of the Church,

We thank you today for this seminary community, for United Lutheran Seminary, for these 
seminarians—now graduates, for our faculty, for staff and administration, for partners and 
friends.

On this occasion of celebration, we give thanks for your faithfulness.  You have carried us, 
upheld us, sustained us, empowered us, challenged us, formed us, and loved us in more 
ways than we could number or imagine.

By your Spirit, continue to strengthen these graduates as they go forward.  Give them your 
courage.  Give them your wisdom.  Give them your vision.  Give them expansive hearts to 
love as you love.  In this world of violence and hateful rhetoric, of COVID-19 and the isolation 
and fear it causes, remind them that they are called to bear the Good News, words of 
reconciliation and peace and Easter hope.

O Risen Lord Jesus Christ, take their minds and think through them; take their lips and 
speak through them; take their hands and work through them; take their hearts and set 
them on fire with love for you, now and always.

Amen.



Urban Theological Institute Certificate Programs

The Urban Theological Institute offers clergy and church leaders courses, workshops, and seminars that lead 
to certificates. The Urban Theological Institute is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.

URBAN THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

The Certificate Program in Christian Ministry offers clergy and church leaders seminars that will equip them in 
the ministries of the church and enhance their skills in Bible study, church doctrine, church history, homiletics, 
and worship. The following persons have completed the full sequence of seminars to earn a Certificate in 
Christian Ministry from the Urban Theological Institute:

Marshall C. Armstead
“This poor man cried, and the Lord heard 
him, and saved him out of all his troubles.”

Psalm 34:6 (KJV)

Michael Furfari
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” 

Galatians 5:1 (NIV)

Latricia Candie McCray 
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 

Psalm 121:1-2 (KJV)

URBAN THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE CERTIFICATE IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP

The Certificate Program in Church Leadership offers clergy and church leaders courses and workshops that 
will equip them to administer church programs and enhance their skills in church leadership. The following 
persons have completed the full sequence of seminars to earn a Certificate in Church Leadership from the 
Urban Theological Institute:

Louise A. Bazemore
“Therefore let that abide in you which you 
heard from the beginning. If what you heard 
from the beginning abides in you, you also 
will abide in the Son and in the Father” 

1 John 2:24 (NKJV)

William E. Hammond, III
“Blesses are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 (KJV) 

Valerie I. Harrison
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (KJV) 

Sheila Jones
For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope.  

Jeremiah 29:11

Jacquelyn Owens Mullins
“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)

Karen Denise Price
“It is of the LORD’s mercies that we are not 
consumed, because his compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness.” 

Lamentations 3:22-23 (KJV)

2020 Certificate Programs



Debbie D. Quisenberry
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ de-
clares the Lord, ‘plans to proper you and not 
to harm you, to give you hope and a future.’ ” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)

Judith A. W. Thomas

Marlene Jane Walker 
“No weapons formed against you shall 
prosper.” 

Isaiah 54:17(NKJV)

Gregory Williams
“Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? ... No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us.” 

Romans 8:35, 37 (NRSV)

Larry Walker Wright
“Come, my people, enter thou into thy  
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: 
hide thyself for a little moment, until the 
indignation be over-past.” 

Isaiah 26:20 (ASV)

Certificate of Study Programs

Each year, several persons study at the Seminary who are not necessarily degree candidate at this institution 
but who are pursuing short programs of post baccalaureate study or research to enhance their preparation 
for service to the church. The Seminary wishes to recognize with a Certificate of Study students who have 
completed a short program:

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FOR EMERGING MINISTRIES

Ronald Wesley Brown 
 
 

 



MASTER OF ARTS IN MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted Dawn Leanne Talley to the Master of Arts in Ministerial 
Leadership degree. By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, President Angela Zimmann confers upon her that degree; in testimony 
whereof she will be presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Dawn Leanne Talley
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do  
nothing.” 

John 15:5 (NIV)

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted Julie Sui Hluan Zing to the Master of Arts in Public Leadership 
degree. By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, President Angela Zimmann confers upon her that degree; in testimony whereof she will be 
presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Julie Sui Hluan Zing 
 
 

 

MASTER OF ARTS

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted Anissa N. Khan to the Master of Arts degree. By virtue of the 
authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, President 
Angela Zimmann confers upon her that degree; in testimony whereof she will be presented with the diploma of 
the Seminary:

Anissa N. Khan 
“Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; 
save me, and I shall be saved; for you are  
my praise.” 

Jeremiah 17:14 (NRSV)

2020 Graduates



MASTER OF DIVINITY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted the following individuals to the Master of Divinity degree. By 
virtue of the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
President Angela Zimmann confers upon them that degree; in testimony whereof the following individuals will 
be presented with the diploma of the Seminary:

Sohail Akhtar
“We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.”

Romans 8:28 (NRSV)

Leandra Faith Anderson
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
do not rely on your own insight. / In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NRSV)

Kristen Marie Barnes
“God is our refuge and strength, a very  
present help in trouble.” 

Psalm 46:1 (KJV)

Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of Biblical Studies

Philip John Beck
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dis-
mayed, for I am your God; / I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 
my righteous hand.” 

Isaiah 41:10 (ESV)

Ginger Susann Bennett
“ ‘For surely I know the plans I have for you,’ 
says the LORD, ‘plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a future with hope.’ ” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV) 

DeAnn Renea Books
“For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the  

 love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8: 38-39 (NRSV)

Receiving Academic Honors

Melony Danielle Bosdell 
“He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

John 3:30 (NRSV)

Monique Burgess 
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be stead-
fast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
our labor is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV)
With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Chad A. Butz
“You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it:  
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  

 On these two commandments hang all the  
 law and the prophets.” 

Matthew 22:37-40 (NRSV)

Bertha M. Cobia 
 “Apart from Christ I can do nothing.”  

John 15:5 
With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Abigail Clara Cress
“With the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which God has 
called you.” 

Ephesians 1.18 (NRSV)
Receiving distinction in the area of History and Theology

John Peter Deason
“Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into 
my side. No more disbelief. Believe!” 

John 20:27 (CEB)
Receiving Academic Honors

Ryan Thomas Fitch 
“Yet ask of the beasts, they will teach you, the 
fowl of the heavens will tell you, or speak to 
the earth, it will teach you, the fish of the sea 
will inform you. Who has not known in all 
these that the Lord’s hand has done this? In  

 whose hand is the breath of each living thing,  
 and the spirit of all human flesh.” 

Job 12:7-10
Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of Church in Society

With a Concentration in Town and Country Church Ministry.
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology.



Bridget C. Gautieri 
“For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
from God comes my salvation. / God alone 
is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I 
shall never be shaken.” 

Psalm 62:1-2 (NRSV)
Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving the Institute for Luther Studies Award

Malinda Kay Gilberti
“You did not choose me but I chose you. And 
I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name.” 

John 15:16 (NSRV)

Eric Jadolyn Goode 
“But seek first his kingdom and his righ-
teousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well.” 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV)
Receiving the Buechner Award for Preaching

With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Tyler James Graham 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NRSV)
Receiving Academic Honors

With a Concentration in Town and Country Church Ministry.

Angela Frances Sementelli Hammer
“For God so loved the world that he gave  
his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have  
eternal life.” 

John 3:16 (NRSV)

Miranda E. Hammer
“Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have break-
fast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it 
was the Lord.” 

John 21:12 (NRSV)

Daniel Aaron Hess 

Sarah Lyon Hess
Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of History and Theology
Receiving the Buechner Award for Writing

Alexandra Jo Houseman
“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has  

 come into being in him was life, and the life  
 was the light of all people. The light shines  
 in the darkness, and the darkness did not  
 overcome it.”  

John 1:1-5 (NRSV)
Receiving the Buechner Award for Preaching

Matthew Arthur Kayhart
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.” 

John 14:27 (RSV)

Steven William Lindsay 
With a Certificate in Anglican Studies.

Sherry L. Lupton 
“For I am the LORD your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says to you, Do 
not fear; I will help you.” 

Isaiah 41:13 (NIV)  

With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Karol Andrea Mason 
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.’ ” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Richard Edward Mollenkopf-Grill 
“[God] will keep your going out and your com-
ing in from this time on and for evermore.” 

Psalm 121:8 (NRSV)

Jennifer Alice Moore 
“Keep your eyes open, hold tight to your 
convictions, give it all you’ve got, be resolute, 
and love without stopping.” 

1 Corinthians 16: 13-14 (MSG)
Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of History and Theology

With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology

2020 Graduates



Karl Edward Muhlbach
“I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonder-
ful, I know that full well.”  

Psalm 139:14 

Karin Ann O’Donnell
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor anything 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the  

 love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:38-39 (NRSV) 

Aimée Joy Pakan 
“We know love by this, that he laid down his 
life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. How does God’s love 
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and   

 yet refuses help? Little children, let us love,  
 not in word or speech, but in truth and   
 action.”  

1 John 3:16-18 (NRSV)
Receiving Academic Honors

With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Joel Matthew Pakan
“Mark out an area outside the camp where 
you can go to relieve yourselves. Along with 
your weapons have a stick with you. After you 
relieve yourself, dig a hole with the stick and 
cover your excrement. GOD, your God,  

 strolls through your camp; he’s present to  
 deliver you and give you victory over your  
 enemies. Keep your camp holy; don’t permit  
 anything indecent or offensive in GOD’S eyes.”  

Deuteronomy 23:12-15 (MSG)
Receiving Academic Honors

With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Emily Joy Papke-Larson 
“When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 
have established; / what are human beings 
that you are mindful of them, mortals that 
you care for them?” 

Psalm 8:3-4, (NRSV)
Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of Church in Society
Receiving distinction in the area of History and Theology

With a Concentration in Town and Country Church Ministry.
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology.

Elizabeth Luisa Peter
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.’ ” 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
Receiving distinction in the area of Biblical Studies

Marlene Stinson Phillips
“God is our refuge and strength, a very pres-
ent help in trouble.”  

Psalm 46: 1 NRSV

Ralen Monique Robinson 
With a Concentration in the Black Church.

 

Beth Christine Roegner 
“I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service.” 

1 Timothy 1:12 (NRSV) 

With a Concentration in Town and Country Church Ministry.

Gary Phillip Schaeffer  
With a Concentration in Town and Country 
Church Ministry.

Mark Robert Schlewitt

Wayne Russell Shipman
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 
sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of  

 the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for  
 the saints according to the will of God.”  

Romans 8:26-27 (NRSV)

Mary JJ Simpson-Keelan
And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28
Receiving Academic Honors

Darrell Lamont Tiller 
“Be completely humble and gentle; be pa-
tient, bearing with one another in love.”  

Ephesians 4:2 (NIV)

With a Certificate in Anglican Studies.



DOCTOR OF DIVINITY

Following the satisfactory completion of the required academic work, the Board of Trustees, upon the 
recommendation of the Faculty, has admitted Barbara E. Blom to the Doctor of Ministry degree. By virtue of 
the authority conferred upon the Seminary by the Board and by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, President 
Angela Zimmann confers upon her that degree; in testimony whereof she will be presented with the diploma of 
the Seminary:

Barbara E. Blom

2020 Graduates

Jennifer Lynn Toburen
“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am  

 with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:19-20 (NRSV)

Receiving Academic Honors
Receiving distinction in the area of Biblical Studies
Receiving distinction in the area of History and Theology
Receiving the Buechner Award for Writing

Jeanine Fallynne Watson
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, through prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding, will guard your   

 hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4: 6-7 (NIV)

With a Concentration in the Black Church.

Rebecca S. West 
“For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the  

 love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:38-39 (NRSV) 

With a Concentration in Town and Country Church Ministry.
With a Certificate in Ecology and Theology.

Carla Song Christopher Wilson



FACULTY
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